
ELA: Curriculum Map – Scope & Sequence Grade 9- (Trimester 1: Units 1-3 Trimester 2: Units 4-6) *1.5 Weeks per trimester available for intro activities and
final exams

Anchor Standards
Full Year

Reading Literature:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
-identify criteria for strong and thorough textual evidence.
● refer to these criteria to evaluate and check the quality of their evidence.
● select evidence that fits the established criteria and supports their analyses.
● explain the connection between their inferences and textual evidence.
R.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● choose a variety of topics from a literary work and establish what statement the author is making about these topics in order to determine the section of the text where the
theme is most prominent.
● annotate the text to collect evidence on the setting, characters, dialogue, and/or other plot elements that reveal the development of the theme.
● give explanations of how and why a particular theme progresses throughout the text.
● differentiate between significant details about the text and personal reflections
. ● write paragraphs summarizing a text with content that is accurate and language that is neutral.
R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
identify the motivations of a particular character and explain the extent to which the character is complex.
● list ways a character changes and describe how the character interacts with and influences other characters.
● explain how the character influences the plot or develops the theme.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word
choices shape meaning or tone
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● determine the meaning of a word using context clues found before and after keywords in the text
. ● explain how a word impacts the overall meaning and tone of a text
. ● rewrite a passage by changing key words and phrases to convey a different tone.
R.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or
stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
discuss how an author organizes a text and order events
. ● create outlines of a text that reflect the overall structure, the order of events, and where time was manipulated.
● explain how structural choices create a specific experience for the reader.
R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
use graphic organizers (such as a cause/effect organizer) to determine how the author’s or character’s perspective affects their attitude toward events,
characters, ideas, or concepts within the text
. ● highlight areas in the text that reflect culture and areas where the author, narrator, or character thinks, says, and does, and make connections between
the two.
R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● compare and contrast the treatment of a subject or scene in two different artistic mediums
. ● create side-by-side comparison charts to explain how Medium A and how Medium B address established points of comparison
R.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
● discuss the mediums’ major similarities and differences with their class.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● compare and contrast a modern character with a mythological character
● discuss how a theme/event/character from a myth has been modernized in a contemporary text.
● compare the theme/event/character in a traditional story to the same in a modern work of fiction.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● write a list of predictions they have about the text, chapter, excerpt, etc. based on the text’s title, chapter title, act/scene title, etc. and after independently
reading, students confirm or disprove their predictions.
● use a reading strategy or keep a purpose in mind to help monitor their comprehension during independent reading

Reading Information:



R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
evaluate evidence on a strength scale from weakest to strongest.
● assess the quality of several pieces of evidence
. ● write responses to a text-dependent question, using only pieces of evidence deemed strongest.
R.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
explain how an author introduced a central idea and used key details to shape and refine it
. ● revise a biased summary which contains extraneous information to incorporate the central idea and key details as well as to remove biased language
and unnecessary information.
R.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
explain how an author introduced, sequenced, and developed their points in an effective line of reasoning.
● illustrate how an author developed their analysis, series of events, or set of ideas, including how the author introduced, sequenced, and developed their
points and made connections between them.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
define a word and explain the word’s tone in a text.
● explain how key words impact the overall meaning and tone of the text.
● replace key words with synonyms and discuss how the synonyms change the meaning and tone of the overall text.
R.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or
stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● discuss how an author’s ideas or claims are developed or clarified by a particular sentence, paragraphs, or larger portions of texts
● explain how a sentence, paragraph, or portion of text develops or refines an idea or claim
R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
highlight the rhetorical devices used in a passage to advance the author’s point of view or purpose
. ● analyze two texts that use different languages to communicate the same point of view or have the same purpose.
R.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
read and annotate the similarities and differences between two accounts of a subject, noting what details authors choose to emphasize in each source
. ● identify the common and different details that are emphasized between multiple accounts of a subject.
R.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and
sufficiency of the evidence.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
identify an author’s claim.
● determine when an author needs more explanation
. ● trace or delineate an author's argument throughout the text.
● analyze whether there is enough evidence to support a claim
. ● highlight in a text where reasoning and evidence is insufficient, fallacious, irrational, or inaccurate.
● revise a weak/irrational/insufficient argument in a text so the arguments and claims are valid and rational.
R.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take .
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
determine the themes and central ideas of the document under study.
● explain the purpose and audience of a document
. ● discuss the similarities and differences between various documents under study
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a strategy or keep a purpose in mind while independently reading.
● confirm or revise their ideas about a given topic after independently reading a text.

Writing:
W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.



Students who demonstrate understanding can:
construct clearly worded, concise, and arguable claims that directly address a prompt question or topic.
● appropriately and effectively develop a compelling argument to accomplish the author’s purpose for writing.
● provide strategic evidence that is relevant and sufficient to develop the argument.
● provide commentary that clearly explains how the evidence supports and strengthens the argument
. ● present an opposing claim or set of claims fairly, accurately, and without bias, then effectively argue against these counterclaims.
● write arguments such that claims, warrant, and evidence are easy to distinguish
. ● connect the smaller sections of a larger argument together in a way that is logical and aids in the reader’s understanding
. ● write in a style and form conducive to academic standards while meeting the structural requirements of the task.
● succinctly conclude an argument by summarizing the thesis and main points, then providing a wrap-up statement.
W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
define and identify the topic, purpose, and audience of the task.
● determine the quality of evidence and select and include only the most relevant and crucial information to demonstrate an understanding of the topic
within the limitations of the task.
● organize information in a deliberate way (such as chronologically, by topic, cause and effect, etc.) that is suitable to the task and effectively conveys
information.
● effectively transition between organized sections to create a coherent and unified whole
● demonstrate comprehension of the topic by using evidence that is directly related to the topic, important to understanding it, and in sufficient quantity to
give a complete picture.
● use technical words and vocabulary related to the topic accurately and purposefully
● write in a style and form conducive to academic standards while meeting the structural requirements of the task.
● succinctly conclude an argument by summarizing the thesis and main points, then providing a wrap-up statement.
W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well chosen details, and well-structured event
sequences
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● organize a story in a way that clearly establishes the sequence of events, includes deliberate decisions about each of the elements of plot (exposition,
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution), contains a definable conflict, establishes characters and setting, and provides at least some character
development.
● develop a plot that is driven by an explicit conflict within the narrative.
● effectively use narrative techniques (such as dialogue or pacing), a compelling writing style that includes features like figurative language, descriptive
imagery, and connotation to deepen the effect of their story.
● convincingly portray a perspective other than their own through a character.
● use technical words and vocabulary related to the topic accurately and purposefully
W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Grade
CCSS Domain CCSS
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
articulate the format and structure of response suitable to a particular task based on the requirements and purpose of the task
. ● articulate the style of writing (formal essay, narrative, informative, etc.) conducive to their task and adapt their writing to fit the requirements and
norms of that style.
● provide a well-structured organizational method (chronological, compare and contrast, cause and effect, etc.) appropriate to the task, purpose and
audience.
W.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● develop a topic that acknowledges a specific audience and purpose by using a strategy for brainstorming (outline, gathering data, organizers, etc.).
● compose an initial draft of the written text, using a method of development that reflects the purpose of the assigned task.
● revise their text, paying particular attention to adding, deleting, or reorganizing the information to strengthen their purpose and appeal to their specific
audience.
● edit the text for grammatical and mechanical errors that may interfere with an audience’s understanding of the ideas presented in the text
● publish the text according to the style appropriate for the task.
W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● effectively use word processing tools, such as Word or Pages, to create academic texts.
● compose professional email texts for an intended audience.
● upload and edit collaborative writing, using such platforms as assigned
. ● integrate visual elements effectively and with purpose into a written text.



W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation. Grade CCSS Domain CCSS Strand
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● define a workable topic appropriate to the assigned task.
● identify a specific audience for the project to guide style, tone, and organization of the information.
● effectively incorporate source material to support the writer’s purpose without overwhelming the writer’s unique voice.
express a thorough understanding of the topic through the strategic use of evidence, tone, and organization of the information.
W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the
information while avoiding plagiarism
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● define the term electronic database and explain how it is useful for academic research.
● explain the major drawbacks of using an Internet search for academic sources.
● evaluate the credibility of a source located on the Internet
. ● demonstrate proficiency in using search terms to locate appropriate digital academic sources.
● effectively integrate quotations and paraphrases into a text without overwhelming the author’s own voice.
● correctly cite source material according to the style and format required by the task.
W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● select strong, relevant evidence to support analytical claims made about the text or to support an understanding of a topic being explored.
● students select sufficient evidence to prove their claim or to give a complete picture of their topic.
● identify allusions, archetypes, and other features which show how one text draws upon and adapts another.
● explain the effects that these references to past texts have on the reader.
● critically reflect on the evolution of the themes and ideas in the historical source material as evidenced in modern culture.
● analyze an argument to determine its overall effectiveness, how each part of the argument contributes to or detracts from that effectiveness, and the
extent to which supporting evidence is strong, sufficient, and relevant.
W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● understand and articulate the expectations and challenges posed by a particular writing task and adjust their prewriting, planning, writing, and revising to
best make use of time and meet those expectations
. ● identify the style of writing (formal essay, narrative, informative, etc.) conducive to their task and adapt their writing to fit the requirements and norms
of that style

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
research information on the topic under study prior to and in preparation for discussion, then draw on this preparation by referencing relevant textual
evidence when participating in large or small group discussions.
● express their thoughts clearly and persuasively when speaking through relevant, text-based responses that effectively communicate their analysis of a
text.
● ask questions that seek a deeper understanding of the text
. ● verbally coordinate with group members about the logistics of their collaborative work, working with peers to develop and establish guidelines for
productive discussions, protocols for shared decision-making, and individual responsibilities, goals, and due dates.
● adjust their words to suit topic, purpose, and audience, using academic languages as a means to engage in the ongoing discussion of the topic when
appropriate.
● respond thoughtfully to other ideas by contributing differing perspectives to the topic under discussion; engaging others in discussion; and clarifying,
confirming, or questioning ideas and conclusions.
● provide clear and succinct summaries of the discussion, explicitly reference multiple perspectives on the topic, and summarize the points of agreement
and disagreement.
● express a clear line of reasoning for supporting the conclusions made during the academic discussions, and, when appropriate, substantiating their own
opinions and understandings of the topic under study.
SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● summarize, cite, and evaluate evidence from diverse media for strength, relevance, and persuasiveness.
● coordinate evidence cited from diverse media and formats to act as support for a claim.



● use visuals to bolster the strength of their own claims, where appropriate.
● articulate advantages and disadvantages in how each kind of media presents information and assess the credibility of each source.
● clearly identify the author's motivation(s) associated with choosing a particular mode of media to express information.
● define the author's bias inherent in the text, using a logical line of reasoning to support conclusions.
SL.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● summarize the argument and/or information a speaker presents.
● identify rhetorical strategies, how they contribute to the argument, and evaluate their effectiveness and the effectiveness of the argument as a whole.
● determine when information is presented in a way that is biased, misleading, or incomplete.
● define and identify the rhetorical context of a text (author, audience, purpose, message).
● define and identify common fallacies in reasoning (e.g., ad hominem, false dichotomy, slippery slope, hasty generalization)
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization,
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present relevant, compelling, and accurate evidence to support claims made both in prepared and extemporaneous speaking.
● present information in an order which develops ideas, facilitates audience understanding, and maintains coherence
. ● adjust the type of evidence and the manner in which it is presented to be suitable for audience, purpose, and task
. ● define and identify the effective rhetorical choices required to appeal to a particular audience.
● explain the purpose for using a specific mode of organization for a presentation.
SL.5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
smoothly and properly embed meaningful visuals in a presentation, such that the understanding of the audience and the persuasiveness of the argument
are advanced.
● determine which media or format best suits the presentation of a particular piece of evidence in light of audience, purpose, and task.
● explain non-text evidence or evidence with minimal text verbally.
● compare and contrast evidence as presented in two or more diverse media or formats.
● explain the choice of visual elements in a multimedia presentation.
SL.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● determine the audience, purpose, and expectations of a particular speaking situation and adjust the style of their speech to effectively fit those conditions.
● speak in a variety of registers, including an academic register, to fit the circumstances.
● give a prepared speech or presentation, as well as speak extemporaneously.

Priority Standard
Full Year

Reading Literature:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
-identify criteria for strong and thorough textual evidence.
● refer to these criteria to evaluate and check the quality of their evidence.
● select evidence that fits the established criteria and supports their analyses.
● explain the connection between their inferences and textual evidence.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word
choices shape meaning or tone
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● determine the meaning of a word using context clues found before and after keywords in the text
. ● explain how a word impacts the overall meaning and tone of a text
. ● rewrite a passage by changing key words and phrases to convey a different tone.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● write a list of predictions they have about the text, chapter, excerpt, etc. based on the text’s title, chapter title, act/scene title, etc. and after independently
reading, students confirm or disprove their predictions.
● use a reading strategy or keep a purpose in mind to help monitor their comprehension during independent reading

Reading Information:
R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.



Students who demonstrate understanding can:
evaluate evidence on a strength scale from weakest to strongest.
● assess the quality of several pieces of evidence
. ● write responses to a text-dependent question, using only pieces of evidence deemed strongest.
R.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
define a word and explain the word’s tone in a text.
● explain how key words impact the overall meaning and tone of the text.
● replace key words with synonyms and discuss how the synonyms change the meaning and tone of the overall text.
R.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● use a strategy or keep a purpose in mind while independently reading.
● confirm or revise their ideas about a given topic after independently reading a text.

Writing:
W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
construct clearly worded, concise, and arguable claims that directly address a prompt question or topic.
● appropriately and effectively develop a compelling argument to accomplish the author’s purpose for writing.
● provide strategic evidence that is relevant and sufficient to develop the argument.
● provide commentary that clearly explains how the evidence supports and strengthens the argument
. ● present an opposing claim or set of claims fairly, accurately, and without bias, then effectively argue against these counterclaims.
● write arguments such that claims, warrant, and evidence are easy to distinguish
. ● connect the smaller sections of a larger argument together in a way that is logical and aids in the reader’s understanding
. ● write in a style and form conducive to academic standards while meeting the structural requirements of the task.
● succinctly conclude an argument by summarizing the thesis and main points, then providing a wrap-up statement.
W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Grade
CCSS Domain CCSS
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
articulate the format and structure of response suitable to a particular task based on the requirements and purpose of the task
. ● articulate the style of writing (formal essay, narrative, informative, etc.) conducive to their task and adapt their writing to fit the requirements and
norms of that style.
● provide a well-structured organizational method (chronological, compare and contrast, cause and effect, etc.) appropriate to the task, purpose and
audience

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
research information on the topic under study prior to and in preparation for discussion, then draw on this preparation by referencing relevant textual
evidence when participating in large or small group discussions.
● express their thoughts clearly and persuasively when speaking through relevant, text-based responses that effectively communicate their analysis of a
text.
● ask questions that seek a deeper understanding of the text
. ● verbally coordinate with group members about the logistics of their collaborative work, working with peers to develop and establish guidelines for
productive discussions, protocols for shared decision-making, and individual responsibilities, goals, and due dates.
● adjust their words to suit topic, purpose, and audience, using academic languages as a means to engage in the ongoing discussion of the topic when
appropriate.
● respond thoughtfully to other ideas by contributing differing perspectives to the topic under discussion; engaging others in discussion; and clarifying,
confirming, or questioning ideas and conclusions.
● provide clear and succinct summaries of the discussion, explicitly reference multiple perspectives on the topic, and summarize the points of agreement
and disagreement.
● express a clear line of reasoning for supporting the conclusions made during the academic discussions, and, when appropriate, substantiating their own
opinions and understandings of the topic under study.
SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization,



development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
● present relevant, compelling, and accurate evidence to support claims made both in prepared and extemporaneous speaking.
● present information in an order which develops ideas, facilitates audience understanding, and maintains coherence
. ● adjust the type of evidence and the manner in which it is presented to be suitable for audience, purpose, and task
. ● define and identify the effective rhetorical choices required to appeal to a particular audience.
● explain the purpose for using a specific mode of organization for a presentation.

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 1-Finding Common Ground ▪

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1.How can we come together despite our differences?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. What ways can we describe our country as a mixed group of people?
b. How do different cultural groups come together as a nation?
c. How does a nation come together in hard times?
d. How do others try to fit into new environments and make friends?
e. How do attitudes towards school reflect background?
f. How do families become increasingly isolated?
g. What happens to a society when fear takes over people’s lives?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.5
Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section
or chapter).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.9
Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance  (e.g., Washington's Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's Four
Freedoms speech, King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail"), including how they address related themes and concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/10/


reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views
and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative-
Write a personal essay- How do differences between people work as opportunities rather than obstacles?

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Theme
2. Tone and Voice
3. Author’s Purpose
4. Setting
5. Graphic Elements of a text
6. Argument
7. Claim
8. Counter Arguments
9. Concession
10. Rebuttal
11. Connotation
12. Denotation
13. Prepositional Phrases
14. Simile
15. Metaphor
16. Repetition
17. Parallelism
18. Understatement

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/


6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze and evaluate an author’s argument.
2. Research cultural groups in the United States.
3. Compare and contrast research results.
4. Discuss conclusions drawn from research.
5. Identify and apply knowledge of patterns of word changes.
6. Use noun clauses to express meaning and add interest to writing
7. Compare and contrast information using key expressions such as both, similarly, unlike, and however.

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Enforce   Discordant  Intention  Detract  Naive
Entity      Pluralistic   Audacious Perish
Resolve  Interwoven Intrusion  Rehabilitation
Internal   Diversity  Serrated   Counterparts
Presume Distend  Conceive Stereotype

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Conduct Research on: Cultural Groups in America,Child Soldiers, Fairy Tales, Photos of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Gettysburg
Compare Research with a partner
Double Entry Journals
Write a summarizing report
Debate with a small group
Write a Fairy Tale
Present a Fairy Tale (Act out, Record)
Create and Present an  Imagery Board
Deliver an Oral Presentation
Watch and analyze interpretations of “The Gettysburg Address”
Write a film review
Hold a panel discussion

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories: “Once Upon a Time” by Nadine Gordimer (HMH), “Night Calls” by Lisa Fugard (HMH)
Nonfiction: “A Quit of a Country” by Anna Quindlen(HMH), “Unusual Normality” by Ishmael Beah (HMH), “Making the Future Better Together” by
Eboo Patel (HMH), “Oklahoma Bombing Memorial Address” by Bill Clinton (HMH), “The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln, “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings” by Maya Angelou
Poetry: “The Vietnam Wall” by Alberto Rios (HMH), “Facing It” by Yusef Komunyakaa (HMH), “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughe (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Dear Martin by Nic Stone, Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian by Sherman Alexie, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, Speak by Laurie
Halse Anderson, Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 2-The Struggle for Freedom

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. How do people find freedom in the midst of oppression?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. How do people overcome fear or other obstacles to stand up for themselves?
b. What ways are marginalized groups of people oppressed?
c. What happens to people when they are denied their rights?
d. How do oppressed people fight for equal standing in their society?
e. What role does censorship play in oppression?



f. How does freedom grow or survive during times of oppression?
g. How are choices limited under oppression?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and
accuracy of each source.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience's knowledge level and concerns.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.3
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to
link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source
in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a
standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/2/
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/


identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and

refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write a Research Report- How do people find freedom in the midst of oppression? Research one event, one person, or group of people connected to the
struggle for freedom

Create a Podcast-Write a script for your podcast revolving on specific examples of people that have found freedom in the midst of oppression

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Claim
2. Evidence
3. Appeal
4. Extended Metaphor
5. Parallelism
6. Text structures
7. Foreshadowing
8. Irony
9. Idiom
10. Imagery
11. Understatement
12. Rhetorical Questions
13. Graphic novels-manga, personal narratives, nonfiction

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze rhetorical devices
2. Analyze text structure
3. Analyze literary devices
4. Analyze setting and theme
5. Analyze poetic language
6. Analyze setting and purpose
7. Analyze multimodal texts
8. Make predictions
9. Give a brief synopsis or summary of the text
10. Describe what you most enjoyed or found most challenging about the text
11. Decide if you would recommend the text to others

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to

Academic Vocabulary:
Default   Simulate   Irreproachable Segregate
Desolate   Assess   Staidness         Allocate

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/10/


understand concepts Inextricably  Maneuver Negligence  Irrelevant
Redemptive Analytical  Subversive  Convert

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: John Lewis’s accomplishments and their impact on others, African American Women and their role in WWII, A specific question you have
about censorship in U.S. history, The views of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, Modern Iranian politics, society, and culture,
Analyze different representations (video or audio) of Martin Luther King Jrs. “I Have a Dream Speech”
Have a panel discussion to reflect on personal thoughts and feelings in connection with the text
Write a response to describe your understanding of a topic
Create a multimedia presentation
Analyze a podcast
Write a blog post
Discuss with a small group
Write a letter
Conduct a debate
Assess the viewpoints of a position
Present to a small group
Analyze graphic novels
Write an argumentative essay
Share and discuss opinions

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories: “The Censors” by Luisa Valenzuela (HMH), “The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses” by Bessie Heard (HMH),
Poetry: “Booker T. and W.E.B.” by Dudley Randall (HMH),”We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar (HMH),
Nonfiction: “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King Jr.(HMH), “Interview with John Lewis,”(HMH) “Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee Shetterly (HMH),
“Reading Lolita in Tehran” by Azar Nafisi (HMH), “Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return” by Marjane Satrapi (HMH), “Reforming the World from
America’s Women” by Gail Collins (HMH), “Long Walk to Freedom” by Nelson Mandela (HMH), “Eulogy for Martin Luther King Jr.” by Rober F.
Kennedy (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Dear Martin by Nic Stone, Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian by Sherman Alexie, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, Speak by Laurie
Halse Anderson, Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 3-The Bonds Between Us

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. How do we form and maintain our connections with others?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. How do we form and maintain connections with friends?
b. How are relationships with close friends different from connections with other friends and acquaintances?
c. What benefits does an individual gain from the formation of lasting connections?
d. How does imitating one species affect an individual’s survival?
e. How does friendship help create and validate our sense of self?
f. How does self-confidence affect taking risks and accepting change?
g. What conditions and characteristics promote long and successful friendships?
h. How does helping people enhance your connection to them?
i. What are the benefits of working as a group to help others?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of
world literature.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.A
Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.B
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3.C
Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.B
Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views
and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write a Short Story- About an event that reveals something about how we connect with each other

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5.Content 1. Setting

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6/


What students need to know (nouns) 2. Verb phrases
3. Context clues
4. Annotate
5. Flashbacks
6. Foreshadowing
7. Subplots
8. Tone
9. Mood
10. Voice
11. Syntax

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze setting and theme
2. Make inferences about theme
3. Analyze author’s claim
4. Summarize and paraphrase texts
5. Evaluate details
6. Analyze media messages
7. Analyze plot and characterization
8. Analyze diction and syntax

7.Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Capacity   Lozenge   Empathy     Validate   Scam
Confer     Loiter      Synchronization  Assess  Insistent
Emerge  Emanate   Contagion     Derive
Generate Sheepish  Cognition     Knack
Trace  Discernible   Implication  Skeptic

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research: The history of 3 Japanese art forms, Friendship and Neuroscience, 2 additional PSAs on topics you care about, Common fictional themes
Write an informal letter
Discuss with a small group
Take a position on a stance and defend it
Participate in a debate
Write a personal essay
Present a scene
Create and Present a Public Service Announcement
Freewrite
Present an oral reading
Compare and contrast mood in 2 different poems

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories: “The Grasshopper and the Bell Cricket” by Yasunari Kawabata (HMH), “Loser” by Aimee Bender, “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty
Poetry:,”At Dusk” by Natasha Trethewey (HMH), “The Debt” by Tim Seibles (HMH), “My Ceremony for Taking” by Lara Mann (HMH)
Nonfiction: “Monkey See, Monkey Do, Monkey Connect” by Frans de Waal (HMH), “With Friends Like These” by Dorothy Rowe (HMH), “AmeriCorps
NCCC:Be the Greater Good” by The Corporation for National and Community Service (HMH), “The Power of a Dinner Table” by David Brooks (HMH),
“War” by Sebastian Junger (HMH),
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 1-3): Dear Martin by Nic Stone, Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian by Sherman Alexie, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, Speak by Laurie
Halse Anderson, Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 4-Sweet Sorrow

1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them

1. How can love bring both joy and pain?



to the Big Ideas

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. How does wartime intensify both the joy and pain of love?
b. What are the difficulties of defining love?
c. What are some of the joys in connection with love?
d. What are some of the pains associated with love?
e. Is Shakespeare still relevant today?
f. What metaphors of love are used in the text?
g. What lesson about love is implied by Romeo and Juliet’s tragic ending?
h. What joy and pains do the characters in the text feel as they experience love?
i. What does poetry say about love?
j. How do poets use the sonnet form to communicate their messages?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5.A
Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5.B
Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.2
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and
accuracy of each source.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.5
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including
grades 9-10 here.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.A
Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and



developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.7
Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g.,
Auden's "Musée des Beaux Arts" and Breughel's Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.9
Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible
or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write a Literary Analysis- Comparing two selections in the unit. Explain how the portrayal of love is similar and different in each text.

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5.Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Organizational Design
2. Synonym
3. Participle
4. Participle Phrase
5. Multimodal Texts
6. Tragedy
7. Tragic Hero
8. Antagonist
9. Foil
10. Soliloquy
11. Aside
12. Dramatic Irony
13. Comic Relief
14. Blank Verse
15. Pentameter
16. Allusion
17. Elizabethan Theater
18. Descriptive Dialogue
19. Puns
20. Foreshadowing
21. Dramatic Irony
22. Oxymoron
23. Suspense
24. Mood
25. Linear Plot
26. Parallel Plot
27. Sonnet



28. Iambic Pentameter

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze text meaning and author’s purpose
2. Analyze informational text
3.Generate questions
4. Analyze multimodal texts
5. Analyze literary devices
6. Analyze parallel plots
7. Analyze poetry
8. Connect ideas
9. Make an inference about key ideas in the text
10. Draw a conclusion about main message

7.Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Infiltration Sabotage  Gradation
Demented  Annihilate  Attribute
Seductive  Intangible  Commit
Decoy      Guise        Expose
Hordes    Increment  Initiate
Adulate   Supple   Underlie

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research- Several intelligence agencies formed in the US and Great Britain during and after WWII and the jobs employees performed within these
agencies, How do people from other countries and regions express their love and what is allowed or not allowed for those in love,  The 2012 World
Shakespeare Festival and the productions it inspired, three works that have been based on Romeo and Juliet and analyze how true it is to the original
representation, 3 additional sonnets that are not found in the book
Write a professional letter
Present a panel discussion
Discuss an author’s statement
Write a poem
Produce a video performance of a poem or play
Write a summary that outlines the main points of a discussion
Debate with a small group
Write a journal entry and present it to a partner
Participate in a dramatic reading
Write a eulogy
Discuss poems
Create a visual response

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories: “The Bass, the River, and Sheila Mant” by Sharon Draper (HMH)
Drama: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare (HMH)
Poetry:,”Having it Both Ways”by Elizabeth Jennings (HMH), “Superheart” by Marion Shore (HMH), “Sonnet 71” by Pablo Neruda (HMH), “Pyramus
and Thisbe” by Ovid (HMH), “My Shakespeare” by Kate Tempest (HMH)
Nonfiction: “Why Love Literally Hurts” by Eric Jaffe (HMH), “The Price of Freedom” by Noreen Riols (HMH), “Love’s Vocabulary from a Natural
History of Love” by Diane Ackerman (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): Romeo and Juliet Graphic Novel, The Odyssey Graphic Novel, The Boy in The Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne, Night by Elie Wiesel, Heroes Gods and Monsters of Greek Myth by Bernard Evslin and Jacky Gleich, The Iliad by Homer, The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 5-A Matter of Life or Death

1. Big Idea 1. What does it take to survive in a crisis?



Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. What do you know about responding to a crisis?
b. What crises does the narrator in the text face and how are they handled?
c. What crises do the supporting characters in the text face and how are they handled?
d. What characteristics enable survivors to survive?
e. What role does luck or fate play in surviving a disaster?
f. Why would a person feel guilt for surviving a life-threatening situation?
g. What is it like to live in the aftermath of war?
h. What cleaning up and rebuilding of physical surroundings are required of people after war?
i. What emotional rebuilding and recovery are required of survivors?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of
world literature.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.5
Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section
or chapter).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient;
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high
end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently
and proficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience's knowledge level and concerns.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.C
Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.D
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.E
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views
and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6
Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension
or expression.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

4. Assessments Formative-
Reading quizzes, Department CFAs, Socratic Seminars
Summative:
Write an argument
Or
Present and Respond to an Argument

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5.Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Flashbacks
2. Theme
3. Inference
4. Plot
5. Clause (Relative, Dependent, Independent)



6. Argument
7. Claim
8. Reasons
9. Evidence
10. Conclusion
11. Rhetorical Devices
12. Rhetorical Questions
13. Faulty Reasoning
14. Red Herring
15. Overgeneralization
16. Lyric Poem
17. Imagery
18. Diction
19. Syntax
20. Tone
21. Repetition
22. Parallelism
23. Memoir
24. Mood

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

1. Analyze plot
2. Make inferences
3. Analyze arguments and rhetorical devices
4. Analyze poetic language and structure
5. Analyze memoirs
6. Analyze word choice

7.Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Encroach   Dimension   Isolation   Deprecating
Extricate   External      Reprieve    Decisive
Constrict   Statistic      Emaciated   Naive
Comply     Sustain       Conscientiously   Din
Tentative   Utilize        Execute

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research-Vintage Circuses, Stories of Survival, at least 3 images of people in the aftermath of war, Specific details about the Holocaust or WWII
Write a Research Summary
Hold a class discussion about an issue introduced in a text
Write photo captions and share with a group
Write an introduction that could appear before a memoir
Participate in small group discussions around a text

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories: “The Leap” by Louise Erdrich (HMH)
Poetry:,”The End and the Beginning” by Wislawa Szymborska (HMH), “Who Understands Me But Me” by Jimmy Santiago Baca (HMH)
Nonfiction: Night by Elie Wiesel (HMH), The Pianist by Wladyslaw Szpilman (HMH), “Is Survival Selfish?” by Lance Wallace (HMH), “Adventures
Change. Danger Does Not” by Alan Cowell (HMH), An Ordinary Man by Paul Rusesabagina (HMH). “Deep Survival” by Laurence Gonzales (HMH),
“Truth at All Costs” by Marie Calvin (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): Romeo and Juliet Graphic Novel, The Odyssey Graphic Novel, The Boy in The Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne, Night by Elie Wiesel, Heroes Gods and Monsters of Greek Myth by Bernard Evslin and Jacky Gleich, The Iliad by Homer, The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak

Essential Components 3.5 Weeks ▪ Unit 6-Heroes and Quests



1. Big Idea
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

1. What drives us to take on a challenge?

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

a. How might culture influence what people take on as challenges?
b. What motivations do characters in the text have that influence their challenges?
c. What flaws keep characters in the text from meeting their challenges?

3. Performance Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.3
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4.C
Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9-10 Language
standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others
into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and
concepts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.6
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology's capacity to
link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7



Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are
emphasized in each account.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.3
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.10
By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and
advance the plot or develop the theme.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

4. Assessments Summative:
Write an Explanatory Essay
Or
Participate in a Collaborative Discussion

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5.Content
What students need to know (nouns)

1. Synonyms
2. Antonyms
3. Epithet
4. Allusion
5. Simile
6. Epic Hero
7. Archetypes
8. Absolute Phrases
9. Appositives
10. Prosody
11. Mood
12. Central Idea
13. Purpose
14. Figurative Language
15. Personification
16. Metaphor

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do

1. Evaluate Epic Heroes and Epic Poetry
2. Analyze Technical Texts
3. Analyze Travel Writing



(verbs) 4. Evaluate Graphic Features
5. Analyze Language
6. Make Connections

7.Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

Academic Vocabulary:
Motivate    Innovation    Circuitously
Objective   GPS              Disingenuous
Pursuit       Artifact         Integrity
Subsequent  Infrared       Embark
Undertake    Forensic Analysis   Stagnant

8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

Research- Tools and technologies available to archaeologists 100 years ago (early 1900s), Public Transportation within your community,
Write a Narrative
Deliver a Presentation
Listen to 2 different readings of The Odyssey and analyze prosody
Present a slideshow
Write a summary
Create, Give, and Receive Directions to a specific location
Paraphrase a text
Create a Visual Response

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

*HMH=Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into Literature 9
Short Stories:Ellyse Who Saw Clearly” by E. Lily Yu (HMH), “The Odyssey: A Dramatic Retelling of Homer’s Epic” by Simon Armitage (HMH)
Poetry: “Siren Song” by Margaret Atwood (HMH), “The Journey” by Mary Oliver (HMH), “The Epic from The Odyssey” by Homer (HMH)
Nonfiction: “The Real Reasons We Explore Space” by Michael Griffin (HMH), “The Cruelest Journey: 600 Miles to Timbuktu” by Kira Salak (HMH),
“Archaeology’s Tech Revolution Since Indiana Jones” by Jeremy Hsu (HMH)
Novels available in BHS Library (Units 4-6): Romeo and Juliet Graphic Novel, The Odyssey Graphic Novel, The Boy in The Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne, Night by Elie Wiesel, Heroes Gods and Monsters of Greek Myth by Bernard Evslin and Jacky Gleich, The Iliad by Homer, The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak


