
8th Grade ELA: Curriculum Map – Scope & Sequence

Essential Components Quarter 1 (August 16-October 14) (Savvas) Unit 1:  Rites of Passage

Anchor Standards Full Year Reading Literature: 8.1- 8.3 Key Ideas and Details

RL.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn
from the text.
● cite textual evidence to support an idea in a text.
● trace a claim in an article.
● infer an author’s intent based on analysis of a text.

RL.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize
the key supporting details and ideas.

● identify a central idea of a text.
● can analyze the theme of a text and describe how a character's actions help to develop it.
● create the topic sentence for a summary of a text.
● summarize a text free of bias, prejudice, and personal opinion and does not incorporate

outside information.
RL.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course
of a text.

● determine how setting is used to help shape a character.
● analyze the relationship between setting and the events of the plot.
● describe how two story elements interact throughout a text.

Reading Literature: 8.4- 8.6 Craft and Structure

RL.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning
or tone.

● determine the meaning of words from context.
● determine the effect of word choice on a text.
● recognize rhymes and repetition of sounds in a familiar nursery rhyme or popular song and

revise the rhymes or repetitions to create a different tone.

RL.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.

● determine how stage directions and other structures of playwriting contribute to a reader’s
understanding of a drama.

● discuss how the sonnet’s meaning would change had it been in another form.



● closely read and annotate a soliloquy to discuss how soliloquies offer a glimpse into a
character’s innermost thoughts and feelings during critical parts of a play.

RL.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
● compare how a playwright develops characters' points of view in a drama.
● analyze what different characters do, say, and think throughout a text in order to determine

how the author has developed and communicated his/her unique perspective.
● compare different characters’ or the narrator’s points of view in a text.

Reading Literature: 8.7 & 8.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

● highlight or note the similarities and differences between the techniques used in each version
of a story.

● complete Venn diagrams explaining the similarities and differences in different versions of a
story.

● critique how the different techniques in various media affect the meaning of the story, drama,
or poem.

RL.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

● determine how different text structures contribute to a reader’s understanding of characters,
plot, and events across texts.

● identify how a character is portrayed differently across texts.
● compare or contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account

of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.
● identify, cite, and explain textual evidence which reveal the author's intentions/purposes.

Reading Literature: 8.10 Range of Reading Level and Text Complexity

RL.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently.

● choose a reading strategy or keep a given purpose in mind to help them monitor their
comprehension.

● add to a concept map information they learned from a text during and after reading.

Reading Informational Text (RI)

RI.8.1-8.3 Key Ideas and Details



RI.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn
from the text.

● identify evidence (phrases, words or statements) that most strongly supports the central idea
of a text.

● determine what textual evidence supports the character trait of a main character.
● determine how characters respond to events in a story.
● cite textual evidence via paraphrasing or direct quotes, including page/paragraph numbers, to

support an idea in a text.

RI.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize
the key supporting details and ideas.

● determine more than one central idea of a text.
● identify the topic sentence for a summary of a text.
● analyze the theme of a text and describe how a character's actions help to develop it.

RI.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course
of a text.

● determine how information in a text will be used.
● analyze how an author connects ideas.
● explain how an author presents contrasting information in a text.

RI.8.4 - 8.6 Craft and Structure

RI.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning
or tone.

● determine the meaning of words from context.
● highlight or underline the parts of the text that offer information about the word and write a

possible definition for their word.
● identify alternative words that may have similar meaning.

RI.5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.

● understand how sections contribute to the development of ideas in a text.
● identify clues in topic sentences that tell us about the text’s structure.
● create a diagram of the text’s structure and annotate the diagram, explaining how each major

section contributes to the text as a whole and to the development of ideas.

RI.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.



● compare two authors’ points of view or purposes and analyze how the authors shape and
present their information.

● reference words, phrases, sentences, and passages that reveal the author’s point of view or
purpose.

● explain how the author used a text to distinguish his or her position from that of others

RI 8.7 - 8.9 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as in words.

● create summary statements explaining how two versions of a text are similar and different.
● highlight words that have an emotional impact on the listener or viewer of an audio/video

recording that is different from the impact when the words are read silently.
● analyze how the produced adaptation of the original is similar to or different from the original.

RI.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

● identify sufficient evidence that supports a claim.
● determine if the author has used enough relevant evidence to support their claims.
● list the criteria for evaluating whether reasoning is sound and evidence is relevant and

sufficient.
● create a rubric that they use when reading arguments and claims.
● differentiate between valid and invalid claims using sound reasoning and evidence.

R.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

● determine how authors present information on the same topic but emphasize different ideas.
● compare two authors’ points of view or purposes and analyze how the authors shape and

present their information.
● write conclusion statements about how an event or person is presented in a positive or

negative way by different authors.
● assess the author's bias in each text to understand the author's perspective on the subject.

Speaking & Listening

SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and
persuasively.

● prepare for collaborative discussions utilizing a variety of strategies such as note-taking,
webbing, and reflective questioning

● participate in different discussions (pairs, groups, whole class) with a range of peers about



Grade 7 topics, text, and issues.
● add to other's ideas while also contributing their own in a safe and equitable setting.
● know how to incorporate evidence or information into the discussion which is relevant to the

topic.
● pose and respond to questions posed by others.
● make relevant comments that help return the discussion to the topic.

SL.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

● identify and analyze main ideas and supporting details in diverse media and formats.
● explain how ideas, information, or data clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

SL.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course
of a text.

● understand the difference between argument and claims.
● distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning.
● identify the attitude the speaker has toward a subject by analyzing the content and the

delivery.
● understand that some claims introduced may not be relevant to the topic.
● recognize that the evidence offered may not be sufficient or substantial.

SL.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the
line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience

● plan and deliver a presentation that is focused, coherent, and contains pertinent facts,
descriptions, and examples.

● understand the difference between a claim and a finding.
● know that an argument makes and supports a claim, acknowledges counterarguments,

creates cohesion by using transitional words or phrases, and has a strong concluding
statement.

● speak with adequate volume, clear pronunciation, and appropriate eye contact.

SL.5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information
and enhance understanding of presentations.

● select appropriate multimedia components that add meaning to the presentation.
● know what elements are needed to create visual displays.
● add photos, video, audio, and text to clarify and emphasize the important points of the

presentation.

SL.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.



● identify the audience and purpose
● know the difference between informal and formal English.
● vary sentence patterns for style.
● understand and adapt the delivery to appeal to the audience
● enunciate and speak at appropriate volume and pace
● use conventions of language to improve expression and understanding.

Writing

W.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

● construct arguments to defend claims which say what they claim and why.
● provide logical reasons and evidence from reliable sources that show students understand the

text or topic.
● identify and make concessions to conflicting or differing claims.
● clarify different relationships among claim(s) and reasons by choosing language (words,

phrases, clauses) and adopting a formal style that adds cohesion and clarity.
● connect all ideas, claims, and reasons in a logical way that proceeds and supports their

argument.
● write a logical, coherent, and well thought introduction and conclusion to an argument.

W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis
of content.
● explain and provide information about a subject or idea(s), choosing only the details and information
related to the topic.
● introduce the topic in a way that is both clear and allows readers to anticipate what will come after.
● organize and elaborate upon the topic through the use of graphics and document design. Including
facts, examples, concrete details, and evidence.
● ensure cohesion by making use of transitions and precise vocabulary.
● maintain a formal style appropriate to the audience and purpose.
● logically connect all information and explanations presented in a thoughtful, coherent conclusion.
● use transitions to clarify ideas.
● use specific vocabulary to show understanding and explain reasoning.

W.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well chosen details and well-structured event sequences.
● convey real or imagined experiences and events through narratives that employ appropriate
methods, sensory details, and story structure.
● engage the reader and clarify what is happening, who is involved, and the point of view of the
experience.



● arrange events in authentic sequences that are believable by utilizing dialogue, pacing, and
description.
● create various transitional wording or literary devices to orient the reader when there are shifts in
time or setting.
● choose words and phrases that convey emotions and details to the action, experiences, or events
being described.
● create a conclusion that brings the story to a satisfying ending point.
● use word choice and vocabulary to convey a mood or experience.

W.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
● organize ideas, concepts, and information prior to writing.
● deconstruct a writing task.
● address the purpose for writing.
● produce writing that is organized and appropriate for tasks or audiences.
● produce a well-developed piece of writing that demonstrates the appropriate style needed to convey
meaning and tone

W.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach.
● plan a piece of writing using varied techniques and strategies.
● recognize spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors and have strategies to correct them.
● evaluate for task, purpose, and audience.
● analyze and strengthen writing using various strategies or trying a new approach.
● plan, revise, edit, rewrite their own writing and that of others.
● collaborate with others to improve writing.
● try new approaches in writing to better fit the purpose of the writing.

W.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and
collaborate with others.
● compose texts using digital devices, software, websites, and other digital tools.
● collaborate with others on written and multimedia productions, using tools to publish, distribute, and
display
work.
● use digital devices to collaborate with others on a written task.
● create digital links to cite sources.

W.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
● analyze a research question through a brief investigation.
● construct a research project using multiple sources and adjusting the focus of inquiry when



necessary.
● conduct research to answer a question.
● use multiple sources to further investigation.

W.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism
● assess the quality of a source for reliability and validity.
● use appropriate search terms to narrow research topics and information when gathering
information.
● cite the research evidence via paraphrasing or direct quotations.
● follow a standard form for citations (i.e., MLA, APA, or Chicago Style).

W.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
● draw evidence from a literary/informational text.
● analyze information and support an analysis.
● trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text.
● research a topic.

W.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences
● write routinely for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
● understand the purpose for writing and address the audience with a clear, concise thesis statement.
● incorporate appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and
concepts

Priority Standards in this Unit RL 8.4, 8.5, 8.6
RI 8.2, 8.4, 8.7
SL 8.1 (a,c,d), 8.4, 8.5
W 8.2,8.3 (a-e), 8.4, 8.5, 8.7, 8.8, 8.10

1. Big Ideas
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

What are some milestones on the path of growing up?



2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

● What event changed your understanding of yourself, or that of someone you know?
● What defines an event or experience in a young person's life as a milestone or rite of

passage?
● What rite of passage has held the most significance for you or for a person you know well?

3. Performance Standards Key Ideas and Details
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
Craft and Structure
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.
5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of
each text contributes to its meaning and style.
6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g.,
created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or
departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.
8. (Not applicable to literature)
9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently

INFORMATIONAL TEXT
Key Ideas and Details
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from the text.
2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
Craft and Structure



4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular
sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges
and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text,
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning
is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8
text complexity band independently and proficiently.

WRITING

Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information
into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.



c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one
time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined
in standards 1–3 above.)

5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well the purpose
and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of
Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8 on page 53.)

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;



assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws
on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works
such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument
and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant
and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled)
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their
own views in light of the evidence presented.

2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning



and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
and evidence, and add interest.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific
expectations.)

4. Assessments

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

See #7 Vocabulary List for Concepts/Nouns

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

RL 8.4, 8.5, 8.6
● determine the meaning of words from context.
● determine the effect of word choice on a text.
● discuss how the analogies and allusions to other texts affect the text’s meaning and tone.
● determine which words contribute the most to the meaning or tone of the text.
● create and annotate diagrams of two or more text’s structure.
● examine the structures of three literary texts and discuss the similarities and differences in how
each is organized.
● develop written analyses of how structure contributes to the meaning and style of a text.
● use graphic organizers such as a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast what a character knows,
thinks, and feels in a text to what the reader is aware of and how he/she feels about the events.
● analyze whether an author was successful at creating suspense or humor.
● find examples of irony in a text and discuss what effect it creates.



RI 8.2, 8.4, 8.7
● analyze how a central idea is developed.
● cite textual evidence to support an idea. ● use graphs, such as line charts, to map out the
development of the central idea of a text from beginning to end.
● read a summary containing personal opinions/judgments and eliminate any information that does
not belong in an objective summary.
● determine the impact of words/phrases on meaning and tone in a text.
● categorize words as having a positive or negative tone and discuss how these word choices helped
express the speakers’ attitudes toward a particular topic or idea.
● evaluate how a graphic provides support from the text.
● evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using a graphic to present an idea.
● discuss and evaluate the roles different mediums played in the representation of an event.

SL 8.1 (a,c,d), 8.4, 8.5
● prepare a graphic organizer that reflects their reading or research of a topic, text, or issue and
includes relevant information like examples, names, dates, terms, and definitions.
● prepare for a discussion by formulating relevant talking points to contribute and questions to pose to
others.
● utilize rules and practices for respectful, productive collegial discussions that allow students to listen
and build upon others’ ideas and to express their own ideas clearly.
● track others’ ideas during a discussion through active listening and note-taking to formulate and
pose questions that tie-in information and perspectives from multiple participants.
● respond clearly and accurately to others’ questions, citing evidence, observations, and/ or ideas to
support their response.
● plan and deliver a presentation that is focused, coherent, and contains pertinent facts, descriptions,
and examples. ● understand the difference between a claim and a finding.
● know that an argument makes and supports a claim, acknowledges counterarguments, creates
cohesion by using transitional words or phrases, and has a strong concluding statement.
● speak with adequate volume, clear pronunciation, and appropriate eye contact
● select appropriate multimedia components that add meaning to the presentation.
● know what elements are needed to create visual displays.
● add photos, video, audio, and text to clarify and emphasize the important points of the presentation.

W 8.2,8.3 (a-e), 8.4, 8.5, 8.7, 8.8, 8.10
● construct an introductory statement or paragraph that clearly states the topic and previews ideas,
concepts and information that will follow.
● organize ideas, concepts and information into broad categories and, when appropriate to the format
and purpose, cue readers with text formatting, graphics, and multimedia components.
● conduct reading or research using accurate, credible sources and choose relevant facts, definitions,
details, quotations, information and examples that develop or illustrate the topic.
● construct an informative piece that is organized and cohesive, using transition words and phrases



that show relationships among ideas and concepts, i.e., comparing, contrasting, and sequencing.
● integrate content and context-related vocabulary from sources to establish and maintain a formal
style.
● write a concluding statement or paragraph that ties together the concepts and ideas presented.
● compose a narrative introduction that introduces a narrator and/ or characters, point of view, and
context for the story that follows.
● organize events in a logical sequence that makes sense, are believable, and flows naturally. ● use
narrative techniques to bring the story to life including adding natural and authentic dialogue; using
pacing that emphasize key details and events; and using sensory language to describe characters,
the setting, and events.
● construct a narrative that is organized and cohesive, using transition words and phrases that help to
keep the story moving and show relationships related to time and setting and amongst characters,
experiences and events, i.e., comparing, contrasting, chronology and sequencing.
● select precise words and phrases that fit the tone of the narrative and provide the reader with
imagery of the setting, characters, events, and experiences in the narrative.
● write a conclusion that makes sense, connects with events and details included in the narrative, and
offers a satisfying ending for the reader.
● draft writing pieces that adhere to a clear topic or purpose.
● writing demonstrates clear organization around a central topic or linear narrative.
● adapt their writing style and format for task, purpose, and audience.
● engage in all steps of the writing process, including planning, revising, editing, rewriting.
● incorporate revisions to make substantive changes to writing.
● edit writing, aligned to 8th language standards.
● integrate the skills of generating research questions, accessing multiple sources, and generating
additional questions based on research as part of a short research project.
● create a product for a short research project that explores a topic through questions and using
multiple sources.
● use graphic organizers to record, organize, and assess relevance of information gathered from
multiple print and digital sources.
● effectively and efficiently generate and use search terms when researching via the Internet.
● explain how to assess the credibility and accuracy of print and digital sources and employ that
knowledge in their own research.
● properly cite, quote and paraphrase information from print and digital texts to avoid plagiarism
● write a variety of writing pieces throughout the school year in various genres.
● engage in brief writing tasks and longer-term writing pieces that use all steps of writing processes.
● write across genres



7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts

RL 8.4, 8.5, 8.6
● allusion – an indirect reference to a person, place, object, literary work, historical event, etc. from
an external context
● analogy – a comparison drawn between two things for the sake of clarification or explanation
● analyze – to critically examine the components of a subject to understand its meaning and/or nature
as a whole
● connotative – the emotions and associations connected to a word
● figurative – departing from a literal use of words; metaphorical
● phrase(s) – a small group of words representing a conceptual unit, containing either a subject or a
verb, but not both. Both a subject and a verb would constitute a clause (e.g., “Running through the
forest, she breathed in the fresh, crisp air.”)
● text – anything that students can read, write, view, listen to, or explore, including books,
photographs, films, articles, music, art, and more
● tone – the attitude an author takes toward the subject or topic of a text, generally revealed through
word choice, perspective, or point of view
● compare – in a general sense, this is to measure or note the similarities and differences between
or among objects, people, etc.; however, when used together with contrast, this refers to the
highlighting of the ways in which two or more objects, people, etc. are alike or similar
● style – a particular manner of doing something (e.g., writing, painting, speaking, etc.) characteristic
to an individual (e.g., author, singer, etc.), region, time, artistic/literary movement, etc.; in writing, style
includes word choice, fluency, voice, sentence structure, figurative language, and syntax
● text structure – refers to how a text is organized
● audience – the people who watch, listen to, view, and/or read something presented via an artistic
medium
● dramatic irony – when the audience knows something that the characters don't
● humor – a literary tool that makes audiences laugh, or that intends to induce amusement or
laughter
● perspective – an attitude toward or outlook on something
● suspense – the anticipation of the outcome of a plot or of the solution to an uncertainty, puzzle, or
mystery, particularly as it affects a character for whom one has sympathy

RI 8.2, 8.4, 8.7
● central idea – the unifying concept within an informational text to which other elements and ideas
relate
● objective summary – a brief account of a text’s central or main points, themes, or ideas that is free
of bias, prejudice, and personal opinion and does not incorporate outside information
● evaluate – to determine quality or value after careful analysis or investigation
● medium – the form(s) or material(s) an artist or author uses to express their ideas (e.g., poem, oil
paint, etc.)
● topic – the subject or matter being discussed or written about in a text, speech, etc



SL 8.1, 8.4, 8.5
● explicit, explicitly – stated clearly and directly, leaving no room for confusion or interpretation
relevant evidence, observations, ideas, descriptive
● details – details and other elements that are closely connected and appropriate to that which is
being considered, argued, or explained; when making claims, authors choose evidence, details, etc.
that are closely related to the idea being expressed by the claim
● research (short or more sustained) – an investigation into and study of relevant materials and
resources for the purpose of identifying information, establishing facts, drawing conclusions, finding
connections, etc.; students conduct short research investigations (e.g., reading a biography of a
historical figure) in order to create context and foundations for learning; students conduct more
sustained research (e.g., consulting a variety of sources on the ethics surrounding growth hormones)
in order to gather and synthesize (either as evidence for claims or data to present/explain) information
from a variety of sources
● salient – most important or worthy of notice; prominent
● task – (as part of the task, purpose, and audience relationship) – the specific product or type of
product one is completing (e.g., editorial article, friendly letter, etc.), which greatly influences the
choices an author makes (e.g., one would likely adopt an informal register when writing a friendly
letter)
● claim(s) – an assertion(s) of the truth of something, often a value statement; generally, an author
uses evidence to support the assertion of truth
● evidence – facts and/or information (quotes, statistics, graphs, etc.) presented together as a body
of support for a claim or value statement

W 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.7, 8.8, 8.10
● concrete details – information, examples, data, etc. used as support or evidence for claims,
generally during an argument or a persuasive or informational essay
● cohesion – the action of forming a unified whole; the quality of being united logically
● domain-specific vocabulary/words/phrases – Tier 3 words and phrases that are considered
unique to a particular subject or discipline that are not typically used during informal conversation
● describe, description, descriptive details – to explain something in words; the details necessary
to give a full and precise account
● pacing – the speed at which a story progresses, evidence is presented, and/or information is
delineated, affecting the overall tone of a literary work (e.g., a rapid, clipped pace inspires a sense of
urgency)
● digital sources – refers to sources that present information through digital media, such as digital
databases, online articles, websites, etc. Digital sources are cited with a date of access as the
information may be dynamically changeable, unlike print and other non-digital formats
● paraphrase – express the meaning of something written or spoken using different words, generally
for the purpose of clarification or understanding
● plagiarism – the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as one's
own



8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites

Essential Components September ▪ Title of lesson/unit ▪ Brief description of what will be taught ▪ Curriculum Map

1. Big Ideas
Student answers to EQs that lead them
to the Big Ideas

2. Essential Questions
Questions that lead students to Big
Ideas.

3. Performance Standards

4. Assessments

The Content (What students need to know– nouns), Skills (What students need to be able to do–verbs), Vocabulary List (Words students need to
know to understand concepts), Learning Activities/lesson Plans (Essential Experiences or Guided Practice), and Resources that will be needed

to guide the student learning experience.

5. Content
What students need to know (nouns)

6. Skills
What students need to be able to do
(verbs)

7. Vocabulary List
Words students need to know to
understand concepts



8. Learning Activities/Lesson
Plans

Essential Experiences or Guided
Practices

9. Resource Links, Curriculum
Framework, Other Websites


