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Louise Durham Elementary School is dedicated to providing our students with a quality 
education.  We believe in an educational experience that will guide a child through life 
by providing a challenging and enriching curriculum for all students that promotes 
appreciation, understanding, and respect of individual uniqueness within our school. 
The staff at Louise Durham values each child, and we invite the public to join us in 
building a partnership of community, parents, and school in order to prepare tomorrow’s 
citizens. 
 
The following outline is in compliance with the legal requirements of Act 307 of 2007. 
The document represents joint development with parents, students, school staff and 
community. 
 

I.  Communication between home and school is regular, two-way, and 
meaningful. 

a.  At Open House, or when a student registers, LDES will issue packets which 
consists of the following: 

1.  Louise Durham Elementary’s Handbook 
2. The recommended role of the parent, student, teacher, and school.  A 

student-parent-teacher compact is signed by the student, teacher, and 
parent. 

3. Ways for the parent to become involved in the school and in the child’s 
education. 

4. A list of the activities planned throughout the school year to encourage 
school involvement. 

5. A system to allow the parents and teachers to communicate in a regular, 
two-way, and meaningful manner.  At LDES, each student receives a 
“Communication Folder” in which the parent and teacher may send written 
communication and homework.  Parents may also contact teachers by 
e-mail or by calling the school. 

  
     b.  Each year, LDES hosts an Open House in which parents meet their child’s  
          teacher and learn about the expectations for the school year. 
 
 



     c.  LDES will host two parent-teacher conferences per school year.  Parents who are 
         unable to attend will conference with teachers at alternate times.  
 
     D.  Various events and methods are utilized throughout the school year to encourage  
           Participation in students’ learning: 

1.  Grandparents’ week in September.  Grandparents may sign up to 
read to their grandchild at their library time during this week. 

2. Family Engagement Evening 
3. A Scholastic Book Fair is held with proceeds benefiting the school 

library. 
4. Parent-Teacher Conferences are held once in the fall and again in 

the spring. 
5. Each year, LDES will conduct a Title I meeting. 
6. Parents are invited to eat lunch with their children throughout the 

year and are sent special invitations to eat Thanksgiving and 
Christmas lunch with their student. 

     E.  Standardized test results are sent home while teachers and counselors serve as  
 a resource to help parents interpret scores.  

 
     F.  Progress reports and report cards will be sent home regularly. 
 
II.  Mena Public Schools will provide professional development activities 
determined by the school to be beneficial to encourage communication with 
parents. 

a.  Teachers will participate in at least two hours of professional development 
designed to enhance understanding of effective parental involvement strategies. 

b. Three hours of professional development opportunities will be provided for 
administrators to enhance the understanding of effective parent involvement 
strategies, and to emphasize the importance of administrative leadership in 
setting expectations and creating a climate conducive to parental participation. 

 
III.  Parenting Skills are promoted and supported. 
 

a.  A Parent Center is located inside the conference room at LDES.  The Parent 
Center provides parenting books, videos, magazines, pamphlets, and other 
informative materials regarding responsible parenting.  Parents will be given an 
opportunity to check out the materials for review. 

b. Parents are encouraged to visit the Parent Center between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. on all school days.  The Parent Center will also be open during school 



events after hours, such as Open House, Parent/Teacher Conferences, and 
Scholastic Book Fair Nights. 

 
IV.  Louise Durham Elementary School recognizes that parents play an integral 
role in assisting student learning. 
 

a.  Family Engagement Nights will be held to inform parents of ways to help their 
students at school and at home. 

b. Parents may check out additional books from LDES library to read at home with 
their child. 

c. Students’ reading level is reported to parents at least twice a year with 
suggestions on how families can work with their student at home. 

d.  
V.  Parents are welcome in the school and their support and assistance are 
sought. 
 

a.  The school policies of LDES encourage parents to visit the school. 
1.  Parents may visit a child’s classroom during school events. 
2. Parents are invited to eat lunch with their child by checking in at the office 

and getting a visitor’s sticker before walking down to meet their child’s 
class at the cafeteria. 

3. Parents are encouraged to discuss accomplishments or concerns 
regarding their child with the teacher through e-mail, a written note, by 
calling the school, or by scheduling an informal meeting with the teacher. 

     b.   LDES encourages the use of volunteers in a variety of ways during the school  
           Day and in after-school projects or events. 

1.  Parents are asked to fill out a volunteer form to obtain their contact 
information & to check the opportunities in which they would like to 
volunteer. 

2. Options are included for those who are available to help at home. 
3. Teacher contact volunteers to help as needed. 

 
VI.  Parents are full partners in the decisions that affect children and families. 

a.  LDES will publish a statement attesting to the school district’s commitment to a 
parental involvement and distribute the statement to parents of students. 

b. Parents will be provided with current information regarding school policies and 
practices through the LDES Handbook. 



1. This information will include the school’s process for resolving 
parental concerns, including how to define the problem, who to 
approach first, and how to develop solutions. 

2. Surveys will be conducted to gather input for school policies and 
practices. 

c. LDES will include parents on advisory committees of the school and will provide 
a PTI organization. 

 
VII.  LDES will collaborate with the community and use community resources to 
strengthen schools, families, and student learning. 

a.  Parents will be surveyed to provide advice and guidance for school 
improvement. 

b. LDES will collaborate with area businesses and use community resources to plan 
school events. 

c. Information will be available about family support services in the community. 
 
VIII.  LDES will support the development, implementation, and regular evaluation 
of the program to involve parents in the decisions and practices of the school. 

a.  Linda Collins, K-2 School Counselor, has been designated to serve as Family 
Engagement Facilitator.  

b. Meaningful training, promoting and encouraging a welcoming atmosphere to 
parental involvement in the school, will be organized for staff and parents. 

c. Efforts will be made to ensure that parental participation is recognized as an 
asset to LDES. 

 
 






