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JUST SOME OF THE MANY ACHIEVEMENTS

Greater
than 95%
Graduation
Rate

Varsity
Football
Conference
Champions

Girls Golf
Conference
and Regional
Champions

Top ranking
Marching
Band at the
MSBOA
Festival

Columbia teaching staff is 100% highly qualified. Nearly 80% of teaching staff have a
masters degree; all have a degree in the subject they
teach.

30+

20:1
Student
Teacher
Ratio

Boys
Soccer
District
Champs

Clubs and
co-curricular
activities

Robotics
teams
competing
at the
State level

Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow!
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A Message from our Superintendent
Our students enjoy living in a rural area that stretches over four
counties. Our teachers are caring educators who give our students
the one-on-one attention they deserve. This past year we have
introduced restorative practices into our Columbia School District
academic system.

Restorative Practice has been proven to improve behavior, respect and
responsibility within a community. Schools using this approach have found that
they have been able to: (1) Reduce: Exclusions, disruptive behavior, conflict and
bullying. (2) Improve: Behavior, learning and attendance. (3) Develop: Empathy,
honesty, responsibility, accountability, emotional literacy and a positive learning
environment.
Restorative Practices keep students in school learning, rather than removing them
for suspension or expulsion. Restorative approaches help develop a happier
school where the focus is on learning, not conflict. We hope that your child will
enjoy coming to school, because they feel safe
and respected. They will know that when things
go wrong we will do everything we can to assist
them in correcting the situation and remedying
the conflict. Restorative approaches will
encourage pupils to think about how their
behavior has affected others, both their peers
and their teachers.

The 5th annual Golden Cash Bash will be held
on Saturday, February 23, 2019, from 5:00 pm
to 10:30 pm at the Gene Davis & Sons Banquet
& Convention Center. The cost is $80 per ticket,
and each ticket will admit two people. The Cash
Bash raises over $17,000 annually for
scholarships and grants. Tickets are available
for purchase in all district offices.
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Child Care and
Latch-Key
Latch-Key is a before and after
school child care program located in
Columbia Elementary School.
Children have the opportunity to
receive assistance with homework,
socialize with other children, play a
variety of games, and participate in
learning activities.
Latch-Key requires an annual,
non-refundable $30 registration fee
per family to guarantee a spot. A
child MUST be pre-registered before
using the Latch-Key program. Hours
of Operation: Monday-Friday 6:30 am
to 6:00 pm. Contact Vicki Heaton at
(517) 592-9753 for more information.
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Do you Qualify for Free or
Reduced Price Meals?
All children in households receiving
benefits from Food Assistance Programs
or Family Independence Program
participants are eligible for free meals.
Foster children and students who meet
the definition of homeless are also
eligible for free meals. Students may
receive free or reduced priced meals if
your household’s income is within the
limits on the Federal Income Eligibility
Guidelines. You can view the eligibility
chart, frequently asked questions, and
access the application form on the
Columbia School District website.
Applications can also be picked up in any
of the school
offices.

CCFC is open to the public for Jackson County and all surrounding
areas!

Columbia Community Fitness Center is a full-service facility located at the Columbia
Central Jr.-Sr. High School in Brooklyn, MI. We are pleased to offer this community
fitness center that will meet ALL your fitness needs. Come visit our facility today and
see what a difference it can do for you! Check out the exercise classes going on now!
Fitness Center Features
 Cardio Equipment (Treadmills, Bikes, ProMax, & Elliptical Trainers)
 Ceiling mounted televisions
 18 Universal weight machines
 7,500 lbs. of Olympic free weights and dumbbells, squat racks, benches, etc.
 2 full court basketball courts for basketball/volleyball
 Indoor walking track
 Personal Training
 Gym Rental available
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Columbia Elementary School

Columbia Elementary has had a strong start to the school year by staying true to our theme
“WORK HARD & BE KIND.” CES had 94% attendance at our Parent Teacher Conferences and
enjoyed connecting with all of our families.
HAPPY 2019
2019 will bring many events and activities to CES including, Pennies for Patience, Career Day,
Disability Awareness Day, Science Night with Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and March is Reading
Month. In January, all students will be given the iReady assessment to show our growth in math
and reading.
TERRIFIC KIDS IN 2019
In January, we are starting a program called “TERRIFIC KIDS.” Volunteer mentors will be
partnered with a child. Mentors will write students notes of
encouragement and can
drop off little gifts from time to time. If you are interested in being a
mentor for TERRIFIC KIDS, please email
Ashley.Phelps@myeagles.org or call 517-592-6632.
MYSTERY BEHAVIOR DAYS
Every Friday we are focusing on a positive behavior traits such as
using manners, helping without being asked, cleaning up after yourself
and saying something positive. Students spend Fridays exhibiting
good behaviors so they can figure out the Mystery Behavior. Students
who earn a “Work Hard & Be Kind” ticket on Fridays are entered into a drawing to win prizes. Please consider donating prizes to this valuable program, all prize donations are appreciated.
BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Students have been enjoying our free breakfast program. If a student eats at home, they are
encouraged to take a grab-and-go to be used at snack time later in the day. Breakfast opens at
7:30 a.m. each morning.
COLUMBIA CONNECTION
CES School Office 517-592-6632 CES Website: www.myeagles.org/o/columbia-elementary
Preschool & Childcare 517-592-9753 CES Facebook: facebook.com/ColumbiaCentralElementary/
We are so grateful for the partnership we have with you to work toward our learning and behavior
goals. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.
HOORAY FOR LITTLE EAGLES,
Trudy Wright, Principal
Columbia Elementary School
Trudy.Wright@myeagles.org

Mission Statement: Nurture Dreams. Empower All.
Columbia
School
Create
a District
Better World.

Columbia Upper Elementary School
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C.U.E.S. has had a fabulous start to our school year. We are looking forward to continuing
to partner with community and family members to explore and implement fresh ideas throughout
the remainder of the school year.
Our Robotics Team, The Intergalactic Beastie Bots, comprised of 4 th-6th graders, recently
competed and qualified for the First Lego League State Competition. We are so proud of all those
students involved! To qualify, the team was judged on the First Robotics Core Values, their
Team Project, and their Robot Build & Programming. Our Academic Games team has earned a
3rd place trophy this season and have been working diligently to prepare for the State Tournament that is being held March 7th and 9th, 2019. Games include math, social studies, logic, and
word building. Students learn critical thinking skills and teamwork, while having fun.
During the cold winter months, we will to offer an array of after-school programs, including
art, theater, and bridge club. We have also partnered with the Brooklyn Kiwanis Club to provide
service learning projects. More information regarding these opportunities will be provided after
our holiday break.
In January, we are starting a program called “TERRIFIC KIDS.” Volunteer mentors will be
partnered with a child. Mentors will write students notes of encouragement and can drop off little
gifts from time to time. If you are interested in being a mentor for TERRIFIC KIDS, please email
Krista.Schatzle@myeagles.org or call 517-592-2181.
I value my relationships with our students, parents and
community. Please feel free to contact me anytime. You may reach
me by email at Jennifer.VanWagnen@myeagles.org or by calling our
school office at 517-592-2181.

HOMELESS ACT PROVIDES FOR STUDENTS IN NEED
The passage of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act allows us to provide
assistance for families and students dealing with homelessness. This assistance
can be in the form of transportation to and from school, free meals, academic
support, field trip and other school fees, school supplies, personal hygiene items,
etc.
A student is considered homeless if one of the following categories is met:
 Living on the street or in a car or abandoned building
 Living in a shelter such as Inter-Faith or AWARE
 Children placed in foster care are considered homeless for the first 6
months that they are in the system
 Doubling up children and immediate families who have moved in with
a another family or relative
 Families that live in a hotel/motel or campground
Columbia School District
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Columbia Central Jr.-Sr. High School

Our focus at Columbia Central is to provide students with experiences that help develop their
interests and skills in preparation for their future educational and occupational goals. Throughout
the winter months, our Key Club students are leading the Kids Coalition Against Hunger Campaign.
Driven by their passion for service, the students will raise $2,700 to pack 10,000 boxes of
food. These boxes will feed over 6,000 individuals.
After the amazing production of the Addams Family musical in the Fall, we eagerly await Singing in
the Rain that will be performed by our high school students this Spring. In February, students who
are involved in our high school art program will visit one of the largest and most significant art
collections in the United States, The Detroit Institute of Art. Students will tour the Shaping Identity
with Thinking Through Art exhibit. Our students will also host an Art Showcase in the Spring.
New to our building this school year is the Eagle’s Nest School store. Students interested in
business and marketing have the opportunity to learn hands on by operating all facets of the
store. Students in Mr. Parkinson’s Workplace Experience in the Economic Market will participate in
the CEO Challenge sponsored by Junior Achievement. This event will introduce students to
entrepreneurship , enhance innovative thinking, team building and leadership skills. Not only will
students network with community mentors but they will have the opportunity to create their own
business model.
Students at Columbia Central have the opportunity to be involved with
activities that peek their creativity, interests and skills. We look forward to
sharing some of our students accomplishments in the months ahead with
our community. We appreciate your continued support!

Columbia Central Junior High
Our eighth grade students attended the Just Build It! Construction Career Expo at the Eastern
Michigan University Convocation Center in Ypsilanti. The students were provided with hands on
activities in the skilled trade apprenticeship programs; attended demonstrations by architects and
engineers; and visited exhibits by construction firms, educational institutions and industry
organizations.
A group of seventh grade students attended Challenge Day, a program designed to break down
stereotypes and unite students in schools. The goal of Challenge Day is to demonstrate to
students the possibility of love and connection through the celebration of diversity, truth, and full
expression. A small group of students will travel to the MLK Diversity breakfast Friday, January
18th. This will be another learning experience for the students as they work together as a community to celebrate diversity.
Eighth grade students will visit the Career Center in February and
participating in the Kids 2 College program mid-April. We will finish the
year with the school wide Hope Run and our end of the year trip to
Detroit!
As always, IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A GOLDEN EAGLE!
Columbia School District

Columbia Options High School
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It’s hard to believe that the 2018-19 school year is almost half over. Second semester enrollment
for the following Columbia Community Education Programs is now open:
Columbia Options High School (COHS)
COHS is an alternative high school open to students who
could benefit from a non-traditional educational setting. At
COHS, we pride ourselves on providing a family-like setting
in a safe environment where individualized instruction and
small class sizes are offered.
Columbia Virtual Academy
The Columbia Virtual Academy (CVA) is the largest and most successful program of
its kind in Jackson County. CVA students have the flexibility to learn at any time and
at any place while taking 100% of their courses online. CVA is ideal for home
schoolers or any student opting for a Michigan Merit Core education in a
non-traditional learning environment.
Adult Education
The Columbia Adult Education program is the ONLY high school completion program
for adults over 20 years of age offered in Jackson County. Course schedules are
flexible and while instruction is provided online, one-on-one tutoring is available on a
daily basis at the CCE building. Upon successful completion of the program, students
earn their high school diploma.

Should you have questions about any of our programs, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at lisa.klink@myeagles.org or at (517) 529-9400.
Educationally yours,
Lisa Klink

STUDENT HARRASSMENT POLICY

Harassment of a student by other students or any member of the staff is contrary to the Board of
Education’s commitment to provide a physically and psychologically safe environment in which to
learn and may be in violation of federal or state law. Anyone found to have violated this policy and/
or the Code of Conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action up to and including suspension or
expulsion from the district.

VOLUNTEERS

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Columbia School District. All volunteers must
complete the Columbia School District Volunteer Release Form/Background Check each school
year. Any adult that plans to chaperone school field trips, attend classroom parties, volunteer in
classrooms, assist with sporting teams/extracurricular clubs, etc. are required to complete the
Volunteer Release Form and provide a photo ID. Forms can be completed in any District Office.

Columbia School District
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11775 Hewitt Rd.
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