
  

   Lyons-Decatur Northeast School  
December 2022/January 2023 Newsletter 
 
Holiday Greetings to LDNE Families and Community Members! 
 

 
The holiday season is upon us! We want to start by wishing you happiness during the holidays 
and throughout the New Year. 
 
 
The end of mid-term was Friday, November 18th and we are just a few weeks away from 
the end of the 1st semester. This time of year is full of distractions for all of us, especially 
students who eagerly anticipate the holiday break. Now is a great time to check on your 
students’ grades and encourage them to keep working hard. 
 
 
Cold and flu season is upon us and we ask that you keep your child at home if he or she is experiencing fever, 
diarrhea or vomiting.  Students should remain at home for a minimum of 24 hours after these symptoms 
subside. Students or staff that are positive with COVID-19 must remain at home for 5 days after the onset of 
symptoms and wear a mask for an additional 5 days.  
 
Cold weather is here! Please be sure elementary students come to school prepared to go 
outside for recess. Students will get outside as much as possible (when temp/ wind chill is 
above 20), so please have coats, hats, and mittens ready to go. 
 
The Administration at Lyons-Decatur are extremely proud and grateful to our dedicated 
teachers and staff who are working hard to provide the best education for every 

student in our district. We want to take this time to acknowledge and 
thank them for all of 
their hard work this first semester. 
 
 
Student Council and FBLA are joining together for our annual 
drive to support our local pantry. Collection of items and money 
will start right away in December. 
 
Needs:  
- toilet paper 
- paper towels 
- laundry detergent 
- cereal 
- canned vegetables 

      - canned fruit 
 
Please check expiration dates to be sure that food has not expired. Thanks for supporting Hearts and 
Hands. 
 



  

                                                                                                                                               
Parent Reminder  
Barricades are placed on Lincoln Street, between the main building and ag building, and also the east side by the driveway near the 
playground. These were put in place to keep children safe on the playground before, during, and after school. PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE 
AROUND the barricades to pick up your child by the locker room doors. The driveway should be used only for school personnel and 
deliveries.  

All visitors/parents need to sign in at the Superintendent’s office, when entering the school 
building. The west entrance has a buzzer inside the main doors to allow visitors/parents to 
enter.  
 
Parents are not allowed to go to classrooms unless a meeting has been previously set up, or you are directed by office staff to go to 
classroom. Classes are in progress, so if you need to drop something off for your child, leave it in the office for pickup by your child.  

High School students arriving prior to 8:00 a.m. and do not have a morning activity, must remain in the lobby. You may only go to 
classrooms if it is pre- approved by the teacher. You may not go to the gym to sit as practices may be occurring.  

Elementary and high school students may not be in the building for any reason after school unless you are in a sponsored activity.  

Parents who are picking up a student(s) for illness, appointment or any reason can pick them up at the front office. We ask that a note 
be sent ahead of time or a phone call early enough to get the student(s) ready.  

Notification of School Schedule Changes:  

The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be...  

• School Website  
• Facebook  
• Twitter  
• LDNE App 
• Phone call/text to students and parents 

Dress Warm: As the weather turns cold, elementary students are encouraged to bring hats, gloves and boots to school as we will be 
going outside for recess whenever possible.  

   Shortened Schedules Transportation 
10:00 O’Clock Late Start Bus Schedule 
9:20 A.M. Decatur Departure Time 
3:50 P.M. Lyons Departure Time 
 
2:00 O’Clock Dismissal Bus Schedule 
7:35 A.M. Decatur Departure Time 
2:05 P.M. Lyons Departure Time 
 

Elementary Christmas Program 
The elementary Christmas program will take place on Monday, December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. *Please note 
that the time is different from year’s past! This year’s program is called, “Jingle Bell Jukebox” by Sally K. 
Albrecht, Jay Althouse, Andy Beck, Jeff Funk, Jill Gallina, and Greg Gilpin. It will feature the 1st through 6th 
grade voices singing a variety of holiday hits that we all know. The Preschool and Kindergarten classes will 
also be performing holiday hits, as well!  
Ms Engel & Miss V 
 



  

LDNE Music Department  
The students have been working hard this semester! It is so much fun to watch them grow as musicians every 
week.  
Congratulations to the 7-12 students on a fantastic fall concert! Thank you to all who could join.  
 

         
 

Honor Choirs and Honor Bands 
Congratulations to the following students for being selected into the 2022 Auditioned EHC Honor Choir: Colten 
Miller.  
Colten along with Miriel Brokaw, Layla Fisher, Dalynn Hackney, Alex Anderson, Alizbaeth Whitley, Caleb 
Schlichting, and Tate Simonsen participated in the 2022 EHC Honor Choir. 
Each year the East Husker Conference also supports a 9-12 Honor Band Festival. Though no announcement 
has been made, 11 students sent in auditions. Stay posted for those results! 
Congratulations to Miriel Brokaw and Tate Simonsen for being selected to perform with the 2022 Nebraska 
All-State Chorus.  
Congratulations to Dalynn Hackney (flute), Sidney Archer (flute), Andrew Schlichting (clarinet), Samantha Roth 
(clarinet), Katharine Tolle (clarinet), Alizabeth Whitley (clarinet), Lanie Frahm (clarinet), Aubrey Lauritsen 
(clarinet), Hailey Miller (alto saxophone), Miriel Brokaw (French horn), Landen Redding (trumpet), Eyan Tuttle 
(trumpet), Juan Garcia (trumpet), Kaden Knaak (trombone), Braxton Watson (baritone), and Kaylin Miller 
(tuba) for being selected into the EHC Symphonic Band. 
Congratulations to Layla Fisher (flute), Jackson Jensen (trumpet), Colten Miller (trombone), Alexander Timm 
(trombone), and Caleb Schlichting (tuba) for being selected into the EHC Wind Ensemble!  
As more honor bands and choirs are announced, the students will get more information about auditioning and 
attending!    
 

Christmas Concert Update 
Please join us on Thursday, December 15th for the annual 7-12 Christmas Concert. There will be lots of holiday 
music with refreshments afterwards! 
Again, a special thanks to all of you for supporting the music department, encouraging your children to 
practice at home, and attending their performances.  
 

Upcoming Music Schedule 
Chili Feed 6:00 PM food - 6:30 PM music, Tuesday, March 14th 
 
 



  

 
From the Guidance Office 
By Katie Mace, Guidance Counselor 
 
ACT: Juniors have begun their introduction to John Baylor ACT Test Prep. I get them started through the 
English Sessions (Language, Reading & Writing). From there, they have access to math & science to do on 
their own at the time of their choosing. Sophomores will get introduced to the Pre ACT Prep late winter/early 
spring.  
If you ever want to sign up for an ACT Test, please go to ACT.org for more information.  
 
Seniors: We have about finished up their semester and are quickly advancing into the final months of their high 
school career. On November 22nd, many seniors even took part in signing up for the colleges of their choice! 
Parents and guardians, you will be receiving a “Senior Letter” from me in January that will discuss graduation in 
May. 
 
Scholarship Information: I often remind on social media where to find scholarship information. Seniors have 
been shown the Google Doc where I store the local scholarships. FAFSA will get you signed up for many of the 
scholarships your son/daughter will apply to for college.  
 
Elementary: November had the theme of gratitude. 4th, 5th, and 6th graders learned how to write thank you notes 
and will be hand delivering them to the person of their choice! They took this VERY seriously! It was exciting to 
see how much they care for those special in their lives. December we will have a guest, Kacy Keys coming from 
Burt County Extension Office to introduce money management. You can never start too early! 
 
Junior High & Freshman: Slowly, but surely, we have started Find Your Grind. It is an excellent Career and 
Social Emotional platform to get kids understanding their likes, dislikes, talents and more. In addition, it allows 
them to explore all the modern-day careers.  So far, students have enjoyed it. Freshman will be attending 
Northeast Community College on December 19th for a Career Day. Please be sure they dress accordingly for the 
event and the weather! 

 
 
 
 
 
NE DEPARTMENT OF ED RULE 51 Nebraska Department of Education Rule 51, Regulations and Standards 
for Education Programs, May 15, 2010 requires that school districts destroy all personally identifiable Special 
Education data maintained on students five years after the completion of the activities for which special education 
funds were used. NDE Rule 51 also requires the school to notify parents prior to the destruction of these records 
so that parents may request this personally identifiable data contained in the Special Education Records. Any 
Special Education record that has been maintained by the school for more than five years after it was no longer 
needed is now scheduled to be destroyed by shredding. If you would like copies of data pertinent to your child 
please inform Joni Hegge, Head of Resource for the Lyons-Decatur Northeast School, on or before December 31, 
2022.  

 
 
 
 



  

 
Keeping a Student Home If Sick 

Flu and other viruses spread easily from person to person.  For this reason, it is very important that those who 
are ill follow recommendations regarding staying home from work, school and daycare.  The levels of severity 
may vary greatly from one person to the next, but likewise, the illness can still infect other people if they are 
exposed to an ill person.  
 
Should your student complain of not feeling well, monitor your child for an above normal temperature and 
other symptoms.  Keep them home if symptoms of fever, stomach issue, or sore throat persist.  We ask that 
you call the school office of what symptoms your student has any day that you keep them home.     
 

What Can I Do to Protect Others While Sick? 
Keep away from others as much as possible.  

! Go out only to seek medical care. 
! Find another family member, friend or relative to bring any necessities that are needed during sickness 

at home.  That way you will not expose other people. 
! Stay home for at least 24 hours after a fever is gone, (without the use of fever-reducing medicines, such 

as Tylenol (acetaminophen) or Motrin (ibuprofen)),  
! Stay home for at least 24 hours after any vomiting or diarrhea subsides. 

What Happens When My Student Complains of Illness At School? 

" The student is sent to the office to check temperature and symptoms. 
" Should a temperature of over 100.4 degrees be indicated, the parent is called to come pick up the 

student. 
" Should the symptoms not warrant going home, the student is sent back to class. 

" A phone call will made to a parent to discuss the symptoms most times.  A recommendation can be given by the 
office personnel to go home or not, but it is ultimately the decision of the parent UNLESS there is an elevated 
temperature, vomiting, or diarrhea. 

by Bren Shatto 
This year's mock trial team took on the case of Danny Brichacek v. Lee Sweet. It was a case of Danny 
Brichacek accusing Lee Sweet of taking property from his father with a fading memory. The lawyers for 
the 2022 year were Chance Mock, Colten Miller, and  Ashlynn Whitley. The witnesses were Brayden 
Hegge, Jessica Tomka, Sydney Olsen, Juan Garcia, Alexander Timm, and Addy Salazar. Other members of 
the team included Isabelle Schrader and Braxton Watson. Competition was held on November 4th where 
the team took on the side of the plaintiff vs. South Sioux City #1 and then took on being the defendant 
vs. South Sioux City #2. The team fought vigorously and even brought some tears to the stand, however, 
fell short of making it past the regional rounds. We are glad to bring back this group next year and look 
forward to the future.  



   

Save the Date

Library
News

This year the Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled to take place during Parent 
Teacher Conferences on Thursday, February 9th in the High School Library. 

LDNE Book Fair Goal
Our Book Fair goal is to reach $2000 in fair sales.  If we reach this goal, 
Scholastic will give us back over $800 in Scholastic Dollars which will be 
used to purchase supplies for our library. 

Online Shopping Dates
The online fair runs 2/6-2/19. 

eWallet
eWallet is a digital payment account allowing you to fund your child’s 
purchases in advance. Empowered to choose books without handling money, 
kids focus on what matters most at the Book Fair: discovering a lifelong love 
of reading. Anyone can contribute to an eWallet. It’s perfect for spoiling 
grandkids, nieces, and nephews. It’s as easy as sharing your eWallet link with 
friends and family. After the Fair, your remaining eWallet balance becomes a 
gift card to shop online with Scholastic or to fund a future eWallet.

LDNE Book Fair URL
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/ldneschools 

More info will be shared prior to the fair! 



   

PAWS NEWSLETTER 
December & January 

 
 

Upcoming Dates 
December 7 – 2:00 Dismissal - PAWS open 2:00-6:00, Tilt Arcade in Sioux City 
December 19 - Parents Invited! Please stop in during the usual 3:30-5:30 
time to  

 make a craft, decorate a cookie, or play some winter games 
with your kids 

December 20 - Last Day of PAWS for Semester 1 
 
 
January 4 - First Day of PAWS for Semester 2 
January 18 - 2:00 Dismissal - PAWS open 2:00-6:00, Field Trip/Special Program, 
TBD 
January 27 - NO SCHOOL = NO PAWS 
 
 

Important Notes 
 

★ Be watching for a permission form for your child to attend the field 
trip to the Tilt Arcade in Sioux City. If your child is not attending, 
please still return the form so we know who to expect. 

★ Please remember to send appropriate outerwear with your child 
as the weather becomes cooler. We go outside as often as 
possible. 

★ PAWS is open daily from 3:30-5:30 on most school days. The 
Decatur shuttle will leave at 5:15. Please make sure your child is 
picked up on time to avoid any late policy suspensions. 

★ Each month there are two 2:00 dismissals scheduled. PAWS will 
be open one of those early dismissal days from 2:00-6:00 for a 
field trip and/or special programming. Parents are invited to come 
along. More information will be available before each trip. 

★ If you need to reach all PAWS staff, please use the same Google 
Voice phone number, 402-695-5742, to text or call. This will also 
be the number you use to pick up your child.You can also email 
the PAWS program at afterschool@lyonsdecaturschools.org. 

★ We’d love for you to check out what fun things we’re doing. You 


