


Student Handbook 
PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention & Supports) will be implemented to create an environment where all teachers can teach and all students can learn. 
Classroom Behavior Plan

Teachers and staff will work with students and parents to correct inappropriate behaviors that negatively impact instruction or safety in the classroom by using the following interventions at their discretion:
▪ Teacher detention

▪ Verbal reprimand
▪ Phone call/note to parent

▪ Loss of classroom or grade
▪ Paragraphs

level incentive activity
▪ Community Service
▪ Seat change/Class change



▪ Phone call to parent by student with staff supervision
If these measures fail to improve student conduct, the teacher may choose to implement the Office Referral Form.
The following habitual behaviors may be addressed:

Behaviors include, but are not limited to:

▪ Talking during instruction
▪ Interrupting instruction


▪ Excessive noise
▪ Inappropriate items

▪ Defiance
▪ Tardies
▪ Profanity, Obscenity, Obscene gestures
▪ Inappropriate language

▪ Harassing/Bullying
▪ Leaving area without permission

▪ Violation of academic integrity policy
▪ Unprepared for class

▪ Throwing objects

▪ Use of an electronic device during school hours



Office Referral Form
Teachers and staff will work with students and parents to correct habitual inappropriate behaviors that negatively impact instruction or safety in the classroom by using the following interventions:
1.
Teacher manages behaviors according to teacher‘s class policies and consequences.

2.
If this isn’t working – Teachers fill out Red Flag Warning which is mailed home.
a.
This is a warning telling parents that their child is having difficulties with behavior and on the next offense the student will receive an office referral that will have administrative consequences.

3.   1st Referral  - 3 lunch detentions and/or community service

4.
2nd Referral -3 after school detentions or 5 lunch detentions and/or community service

5.
3rd Referral - same as #4 plus alternative placement

6.
4th Referral- 5 after school detentions and or community service plus multiple days of alternative placement

7.
5th Referral - Saturday School and behavior SST
8.
6th Referral - Suspension either in-school or at home

9.
7th Referral – one to five days suspension

10.
8th Referral - two to five days suspension

11.
9th Referral - two to five days suspension

12.
10th Referral and more - two to five days suspension. Once student gets 20 days of suspension, he/she will be recommended for expulsion.         
Administration has the right to vary from these steps.

Extreme Behaviors
These behaviors require immediate intervention by an administrator.
Behaviors include, but are not limited to:
▪ Gang activity


▪ Terrorist threat


▪ Theft


▪ Sexual harassment


▪ Harassing/Bullying


▪ Throwing objects with intent to hurt


▪ Behavior that causes injury to someone else

▪ Inappropriate language or gestures directed at staff 

▪ Repeated inappropriate behaviors despite interventions
▪ Severe or continued disrespect/defiance/disruption

▪ Severe or continued use of sexually explicit language, profanity or vulgarity

▪ Committing an obscene act or sexual assault

▪ Possession of a firearm (or imitation), knife, explosive, or dangerous object

▪ Fighting or causing, attempting to cause, or threatening to cause physical injury to another person

▪ Possession, selling, furnishing or use of alcohol, tobacco, drugs or drug paraphernalia

▪ Possession or use of non-prescription drugs

▪ Robbery, extortion, damage, vandalism or theft of school or private property

▪ Other offenses as determined by California Education Code

Consequences include, but are not limited to:

▪ Saturday school
▪ Suspension from one to five days
▪ Financial restitution

▪ Loss of extracurricular and incentive activities

▪ Referral for expulsion hearing
▪ Citation/referral to law enforcement





Homework Lab
Missing homework assignments will result in the student being assigned to homework lab and will have an effect on classroom grades. Each trimester after a student has been assigned to homework lab 15 times, he/she will receive Saturday School or mandatory tutoring. Additional Saturday Schools or tutoring will be required for each additional 5 homework labs assigned. This will start over every trimester.
Tardies
      Beginning of the day tardies may result in referrals for AEP detention. Tardies that occur during the school day are subject to the same consequences as an office referral form.
    Referrals
      Referrals may be issued for playground/out of classroom infractions.
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The following dress code was designed to provide a safe, distraction free and business like learning environment at Palermo.  The staff believes that this code requires students to practice grooming and dress habits that will allow them to be successful members of society outside of the school setting.  In order to avoid violations of the dress code and possible consequences, please read and follow the following.  
· No “spaghetti straps” (straps must be at least 1” wide), no low cut tops, tube tops, halter tops, or backless tops.  

· The midriff, stomach area or cleavage may not be exposed.  Shirts that do not over your stomach when your hands are raised are not allowed. 

· No sheer or “see through blouses or shirts.  

· Tank tops may not have oversized arm holes and must fit closely under the arms. 

· No short shorts.  Shorts must be fingertip length.  This includes shorts that are worn over leggings.  

· Dresses and skirts must be long enough to reach the fingertips when a student standing with their hands at their sides.  This includes skirts & dresses that are worn over leggings.  

· Undergarments may not be exposed at anytime, this includes shorts that are worn under baggy pants, bra straps (halter & regular).  

· Pants must be worn at the waist and may not “sag” or be worn low enough to expose any underwear.  This includes “low rise” pants.  

· Any piece of clothing or accessory may not have any pictures, symbols, colors, or words that refer to, or show, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, sex, violence, weapons, gangs, or exposed body parts.  

· Hats may not be worn backwards or sideways.  Hats/hoods are not allowed indoors.  

· Hats & hoods may not be worn in the classroom, the library, the computer lab, or in the gym during assemblies.  

· Bandanas (any color) are not considered hats and may not be worn or displayed at school.  

· Any style of clothing, accessory, hair style, or hair color that creates a distraction and interferes with the education of others will not be allowed.  

· Shoes must be worn at all times.  Shoes that are not suitable for school activities will not be allowed. 

· No dangerous accessories: this includes items with spikes, heavy chains, and jewelry with sharp edges.  

· No holes/shredding are allowed in shorts/pants above finger-tip level without having leggings, tights, or shorts underneath to cover the skin.  

· Clothing must be clean and in good repair.  

Students who violate the dress code will be required to change into school t-shirts and/or school sweatpants.  Disciplinary referrals/consequences will be issues for repeat violations. 

Dress Code Violations
First offense - warning and change (6th grade parents will be contacted)
Second offense - paragraph and change

Third offense - detention and change and parent contact

Fourth offense – change and Saturday School

Promotion/Retention

Grades 6-8 (Reading/Language Arts and Math):

1. Earn an overall cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or higher.

---and---

2. Earn a score of “Pass” on two of the three grade level multiple measures in Reading/Language

Arts or demonstrate adequate growth on these assessments or other grade level assessments.

---and---

3. Earn a score of “Pass” on two of the three grade level multiple measures in Math or

demonstrate adequate growth on these assessments or other grade level assessments. 

8th Grade Attendance Policy

Regular school attendance is a necessary part of the learning process and the means to graduating with a high quality education. Research strongly supports that students who attend school regularly are more successful than those who do not. Students who are frequently absent from school fall behind in academics and are more likely to engage in behaviors that will have a negative impact on their futures. 

In order to encourage and promote consistent school attendance, all 8th graders will:

 • Attend 165 days of school out of 180 (91.7% attendance rate) with no more than 3 unexcused absences in order to participate in the graduation ceremony, graduation dance, and the 8th grade end of year trip. Students who enroll in long term home study must complete all assignments on 91.7% of their weekly contracts in order to qualify for participation in graduation, the graduation dance, and the end of year 8th grade trip. 

• Receive a one-time grade point average enhancement if they have 9 or fewer excused absences in the entire school year and no unexcused absences. A grade point average enhancement of .12 will be applied to either the ELA/Math grade point average or the overall grade point average, but not both.

 • Receive an award at the third trimester awards assembly and be recognized at the graduation ceremony if they achieve perfect attendance in all classes. In order to receive the award for perfect attendance, students must attend every class, every day.

 • Will be allowed to “make-up” 1 day of school attendance by attending and successfully completing 2 Saturday School sessions, if Saturday School is offered. Students that pass the required grade level assessments and meet the grade point average requirements for graduation, but fail to meet the attendance requirements will receive their diploma and be promoted to the ninth grade, but they will not be eligible to participate in the graduation ceremony, the graduation dance, and the end of the year 8th grade trip. Students who enroll in short term independent study, but fail to complete all of the assigned work will receive an unexcused absence for each day that they were enrolled in independent study. In cases of extreme hardship, family emergency, and/or chronic medical issues as documented by a physician, a student may request an administrative review of their attendance record in order to qualify for participation in graduation, the graduation dance, and the end of the year 8th grade trip. BP 5123(d)
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