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January 2019 

From the Desk of Mr. Todd Beck, High School Principal 

REMINDER!!!!!  

• Mon., Jan. 7—School       

resumes for students with 

an early dismissal 

• Wed., Jan. 9—Early     

dismissal for Teacher   

Inservice 

• Fri., Jan. 25—Wrestling 

Invite @ Greeley 1:00pm 

    Teacher Inservice              

     No school for students                                       
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Principal’s Desk 
Central Valley Elementary 

Mrs. Connie Shafer 

Happy New Year to all of you! I wish you much 

happiness and health in this coming year. I wish 

you a year that you will remember with joy in the 

future.   

Help your child begin 2019 on a positive 

note.  As your child/children return to school, 

have them ease back into familiar routines.  They 

may need gentle reminders to resume habits like 

setting an alarm before bed, laying out their 

clothes to wear in the morning, showing you    

papers from their backpack after school, or      

getting their book bag ready and placed in a   

special spot so it can easily be grabbed on the 

way out in the morning. 

Just a reminder, as long as the temperature 

and the wind chill isn’t too drastically cold      

students do go outside daily for recess.  Please 

send your child with appropriate outerwear each 

day so that she/he is able to enjoy playing with 

friends during time outdoors. Even if it is below 

20 degrees in the morning, the weather changes. 

Students cannot play in the snow unless they 

have all of their snow gear – coat, hat, mittens, 

and boots. They will walk during recess break, 

play on the basketball court, or play on a cleared 

area if boots are not worn. If there is not a 

cleared area, a para or teacher will walk in the 

gym with them for their recess break. 

Our theme this year is Kindness Counts. 

To take risks in our leaning, we all need a   

peaceful, safe, trusting environment. Students 

and adults alike must listen to understand and 

2018 Statewide NSCAS ACT         
Performance 
    

  Developing On Track 
ACT Bench-

mark   
Meets Expectations 

(On Track + ACT Benchmark) 

ELA 50% 13% 37%   50% 

Math 50% 20% 31%   50% 

Science 46% 26% 28%   54% 
      

      

2018 Statewide NSCAS (General & Alternate)      
Performance 
   

  Developing On Track 
CCR Bench-

mark   
Percent Proficient 

(On Track + CCR Benchmark) 

ELA 49% 35% 16%   51% 

Math 49% 41% 10%   51% 

Science 32% 50% 17%   68% 
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Continued from Mrs. Connie Shafer, CV Elementry 

must respond respectfully. Our students need to 

be cheerleaders for each other, encouraging each 

other to “try it”, maybe even “try it” in a new,  

unexpected way. We learn from our efforts and 

trials.  An area that we all need to focus on is 

what is called “disrespect”. It is not a blatant  

disregard for others’ feelings at Central Valley, 

not at all. Instead, it is more subtle, such as    

interrupting a speaker, not including others, 

teasing on the bus with words that are hurtful, 

etc. We actively work to model respectful         

behavior and then, in turn, expect it from our 

students. We teach that words can be             

emotionally hurtful and can stay with a person 

for a long time, affecting how they feel about 

themselves. I hope that you will have a similar 

conversation with your students at home. It can 

be difficult for some children to call out the        

disrespectful behavior or language when it is 

happening by saying, “That’s not ok”, or “I don’t 

think that was funny”, but that would be most 

helpful in stopping unwanted behaviors.         

Certainly, students need to feel comfortable    

telling us, as educators and as family members, 

when they have heard something that made 

them uncomfortable. Then we can intervene and 

help, by teaching, all those involved. Sometimes, 

language may be acceptable at home but not at 

school. We teach that but would appreciate your 

support in helping them understand that there 

are societal norms that dictate appropriate     

language. When we are all on the same page, it 

offers our students the consistency that helps 

them learn and feel safer. Thanks in advance for 

your cooperation.  

Winter MAPs Testing—January 15-18 and 

January 21-24 

Parents, please talk to your children about the 

Winter MAPs tests they will soon be taking. 

Have them get a good night's sleep and a good 

breakfast.  These tests are taken at the            

beginning of the year, middle, and end of the 

year. Watch for reminders in your students take- 

home folders.  Teachers will send reminders in 

their weekly letters or Class Dojo etc. 

MAP Growth is a computer adaptive test—which 

means every student gets a unique set of test 

questions based on responses to previous       

questions. As the student answers correctly, 

questions get harder. If the student answers    

incorrectly, the questions get easier. By the end 

of the test, most students will answer about half 

the questions correctly, as is common on      

adaptive tests. The purpose of MAP Growth is to            

determine what the student knows and is ready 

to learn next.  MAP Growth can track students’             

individual growth over time – wherever they are 

starting from and regardless of the grade they 

are in. For instance, if a third grader is actually 

reading like a fifth grader, MAP Growth will be 

able to identify that. Or, if a fifth grader is doing 

math like a third grader, MAP Growth will    

identify that, too. Both things are incredibly    

important for a teacher to know so that they can 

plan instruction efficiently. 

When students finish their MAP Growth test, 

they receive a number called a RIT score for each 

area they are tested in (reading, language usage, 

math, or science). This score represents a        

student’s achievement level at any given moment 

and helps measure their academic growth over 

time. The RIT scale is a stable scale, like feet 

and inches, that accurately measures student        

performance, regardless of age, grades, or grade 

level. Like marking height on a growth chart, 

and being able to see how tall your child is at 

various points in time, you can also see how 

much they have grown between tests. You can 

find out more about the RIT scale here. 

Stay in touch with teachers 

Think of communication with your child’s   

teacher as an ongoing conversation. Consider 

these tips. 

 

• Share the good. Let the teacher know that 

your youngster enjoyed working on a project 

or that you like the class play. Email her, or 

send a note to school with your child. 

• Work through problems.  If the teacher 

contacts you with a concern about your 

youngster, first listen to what she has to say.  

Respond calmly, and ask what you can do at 

home to help. Then, follow up with the   

teacher regularly to see how things are going.  

( 2018 Resources for Educators, a division of    

CCH incorporated- Home & School Connection) 

 

Instilling Pride! Inspiring Others! 
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Happy New Year  

from Mrs. Mary Wood  

and the 2nd graders! 
 

The first semester flew by with fun times in our 

classroom and enormous learning growth. Our 

first writing assignment for 2019 included goal 

setting and a discussion around becoming a    

better person.  With that in mind, the students 

made the following New Year’s Resolutions: 

 

 Colter Goodrich - I will be a kind student  

every day to everyone. 

 Jesse Klemptner - I will listen to my mom. 

 Autumn Luby - I will do my best to make my 

Accelerated Reading goal. 

 Alexa Marshall - I will tell the truth. 

 Alec Massing - I will try not to argue. 

 Kaylee Nuss - I will work hard to “Never Give 

Up!” 

 Claire O’Connor - I will work hard to listen to 

my teachers. 

 Landen Poss - I will continue to be kind and 

respectful to everyone. 

 Taylor Rosander - I will think of others before 

myself. 

 Piper Terzoli- I will encourage others! 

 Callan Vogeler - I will work hard to listen to 

my mom and not fight with my brother. 

 

No matter what age, we can learn from others. I 

am grateful to be surrounded by such happy,  

conscientious students! They are a blessing in my 

life. 

 

 

 

 

Central Valley 10th graders win third Annual 

Central Valley High School Christmas Tree    

Decorating Contest on Dec. 17. 

Front row, l-r ~ Kyle Nekoliczak, Morgan Behnk, 

Trevor Cargill, Jackson McIntyre. 

Middle row, l-r ~ McKenzie Johnson, Cayton 

Butcher, Ashlyn Wright, Taryn Barr, Olivia   

Nelson. 

Back row, l-r ~ Meghan Gydesen, Becca Houtby, 

Rika Takeuchi, Audrey Wood, Ty Nekoliczak, 

Gale Treat, Lexi Schaffert, Ivan Sanchez,    

Thomas Bonge, Reilly Cadek, Jackson Wibbels, 

Gabriel Davis, Dani Wadsworth. 

Not pictured: Larista Barner, Emma Crome, 

Demi Daniels 

The Central Valley 

7th Grade Class is 

putting on a soup   

supper. 

Come eat some delicious Chili or Chicken 

Noodle Soup at the CV vs Pleasanton    

basketball game on Tuesday, January 8 

and support the class of 2024! 

Cost is $5.00 for a bowl of soup, a dessert 

bar and a drink.   

We will start serving soup at 5:00pm 
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