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Graduated:  2005
Attended: Marshall Elementary, 
Marysville Middle School, Marysville 
Junior High School, and
Marysville Pilchuck.
Current Occupation: Infantryman in 
the Army

Where did your path lead after 
graduation?
I attended Everett Community College. 

I continued to Western Washington University for my bachelor’s 
degree and graduated in 2009.

What are you doing now?
I am currently an Infantry Staff Sergeant with seven years of 
active duty in the Army. I am also a Master Fitness Trainer as an 
additional duty.

What is an achievement you are proud of?
I am mostly proud of leading and teaching young Soldiers. I 
am also proud of my service on two combat deployments to 
Afghanistan. My awards include the Bronze Star Medal, four Army
Commendation Medals, and two Army Achievement Medals.

What is one memorable moment from your school days?
Jeremy Newman and I dressed up as Ketchup and Mustard for 
sporting events during our senior year.

How did Marysville schools help prepare you for life?
I made a ton of friends, from all walks of life, as a result I believe 
my life has been a lot easier because I became very personable.

Homegrown Hero: Rob Thomas
What is one thing you would change about your school 
experience?
I wish I would have dedicated myself more to my education. 
Likewise, I am going to begin working on my MBA at City 
University of Seattle.

What is one life lesson you've learned that you would like to 
share with others?
Nothing is free, everything is earned. You get out of life what you 
put into it, whether it be your fitness goals, education, career, etc. 
At the end of the day you are responsible for your actions, and it’s 
important that you take ownership of them.

Are YOU a Homegrown Hero? 
Do you know one?
Every day, staff and administration hear about Marysville 
School District alumni doing great things locally and across 
the world. From serving in the Foreign Service or creating 
a microfinance program to help developing countries, to 
working on a county initiative or starting up a local non-profit, 
former Marysville students are doing some amazing things!

The Homegrown Heroes project seeks to highlight 
Marysville School District alumni and their achievements - 
both large and small. Learn more at
www.bit.ly/HomegrownHeroes 

NOTE: If you know a fantastic Marysville grad that should be 
recognized, contact bello_dondja@msd25.org or call 360-
965-0007 with contact name, email and phone number and 
he will get in touch!

MERRYSVILLE FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS CELEBRATES 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY
The School District hosted a table amongst 
the myriad of community partners at 
Comeford Park to celebrate the holiday 
season. Our school bus won the Best Use of 
Lights award. Our table was frequented by 
our students and their families to learn more 
about the resources available to them.


