
Community Coffee Recap 
December 19, 2018 

 
Pawsitivity Story - The purpose of a Pawsitivity Story is to share something positive. The 
school is promoting “Pawsitivity” with staff, students and the community. 
 
Jr. High students were able to go outside during lunch the other day. 
 
Parents feel very informed with all the updates on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
7th Grade Boys Basketball rallied to take 2nd place! 
 
Summer 2019 building renovation update 
Dr. Bute showed preliminary drawings of the 2019 summer projects. The Elementary library will 
become one library for the District with STEM, Makerspace and meeting rooms and the Junior 
High library will be the new Family and Consumer Sciences/STEM classrooms. There are 
optional plans to air condition the classroom spaces in the elementary school. Four classrooms 
will pilot new furniture, selecting from a variety of styles and options to choose what works best. 
An additional, Jr. High classroom has been selected to receive pilot furniture at no cost to the 
district. One pod in the Jr. High will be tested with new furniture. The timeline for the project 
shows the Jr. High projects will be complete by the time school starts and the Elementary 
projects will be completed in September. The project falls within the budget with no additional 
tax dollars needed. There are many Health Life Safety items that need to be completed during 
this same time. More detailed drawings and documents will be shared with the community in 
January. 
 
Discussion/Questions: regarding the boilers in the elementary building. The boilers are old and 
there is no redundancy with the boilers at present. The summer renovation does not include 
upgrades to the boiler system for heat. 
 
Previous questions and topics 
Follow-up on questions/topics addressed at previous coffees: 
 
Chemicals used on the surrounding farm fields - Dr. Bute followed up with the Hacker farm, 
they provided the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS), two chemicals are used, a herbicide and a 
pesticide. They apply a direct application in May/June and in the fall on a Saturday or Sunday 
when students are not in the school. 
 
Parent Pass - A Parent Pass was implemented with the boys basketball season. A total of 46 
passes were sold, 23 for 7th and 8th games and 23 for the 6th grade games.  
Further discussion on this topic:  

● Would like it to be a family pass, for parents and children. 
● Entry for students should be free to help promote school spirit. This is not an option, the 

Conference does not allow students to be free. 
● Possibility of following the D155 pass setup. D155 offers: individual pass, family pass 

(two parents and two children) or student pass. 
More follow-up on this topic is necessary. 
 
Food Service - This quality of food was a topic at an earlier coffee. Administration will be 
conducting a survey with students to gather information. After the survey, school administration 
will decide to sign on with Arbor for another year, or go out to a public bid. 



Junior High Schedule - It has been asked if it would be possible to receive the schedule earlier 
so parents know what supplies to purchase. We are currently working on giving schedules out 
earlier for next year. It is the school’s desire to provide the class schedule without teacher 
information.  
 
Vaping - The District received a grant for the devices to help detect air quality in rooms that are 
not monitored by cameras. The devices are on backorder. The wiring is complete and as soon as 
the devices arrive, they will be installed. 
 
Report Cards - The PowerSchool app for your phone does not allow you to view the report 
card, you need to go onto a desktop to see it. The grades in Jr. High are updated every 2-3 days, 
while elementary may be a week to 10 days. It was suggested, if you do not hear about a grade, 
you should communicate with the teacher directly. Report cards are live and available for a brief 
time. Report Card are removed and grades for the next trimester are recorded. More follow-up 
on this topic is necessary. 
 
Cursive Writing - Cursive writing is required by law to offer one (1) unit of cursive writing 
before Fifth grade. Prairie Grove provides this unfunded mandate in 2nd grade. 
 
Other topics/questions from participants. Dr. Bute noted that some topics/questions could 
be responded to depending on the nature of the information sought. Others will be 
researched and responses provided at future coffee’s. Dr. Bute’s responses, if provided 
during the coffee, will appear in green. 

● Follow-up on lawn fertilizer company in a similar fashion as the Hacker farm?  
● Graduation changed to Promotion? 

8th graders are promoted to 9th grade, they are expected to finish high school. 
History shows, 8th graders would finish 8th grade and then go to work. That is not 
the case now, they continue their education through 12th grade and then graduate. 
After 12th grade they decide whether to continue their education, or go to work. 

● Promotion Gowns - Can they be purchased by the school and used for the two hour 
ceremony and then returned. Families feel this is an expenditure that could be 
saved. 

● Yearbook - Could it be one book for both schools? 
● School Photos - Does the school have a contract with the photographer? And does 

the school make any money from the photos? 
● Snow day - How is this decided? 

The D155 and feeder District Superintendents spend much time discussing and 
decide jointly. 

● Possibility of using Chromebooks at home on a snow day to make up the day? 
● The crazy threat that was made the other day. 

This was a nationwide threat. Followed necessary precautions. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


