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Sanford K – 3 District 
Scoring Rubric 

 Student:  School:  
  

Grade: Date: 

Compiled by MLP Writing Group (Sanford School Department)  
Add 4 
scores 
for 
total) 

Writing 
0 - 6 

Conventions 
0 – 4 

Total Score: 
 

   / 20 
 

Scorer 1    DNM PM 

Writing Prompt: 

Scorer 2   M E 

Comments: 

Score 1 Experimenting 2  Pre-Emergent 3 Emerging 4   Developing 5   Capable 6   Experienced 
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 Communicates ideas 

with scribbling 
and/or pictures 

 Creates shapes or 
line forms that 
imitate text 

 No student text; 
teacher dictation 
needed. 

 
 Pictures carry more 

meaning than 
letters or words 

 Writes letters 
randomly 

 Reader needs help 
to interpret text 

 
 Uses drawings that show detail 

and are supported by words 
 Some recognizable words 

present (phonetic writing 
acceptable) 

 Reader generally able to 
interpret text (drawing and 
words) 

 
 Illustration (if present) 

enhances the writing 
 Writer attempts to make a 

point 
 Meaning of the general idea 

is recognizable / 
understandable? 

 Some details are present 

 
 Writing makes a point 
 Ideas are generally on 

topic, but may contain 
extraneous 
information 

 Many details are 
present 

 
 Writing is narrow, 

focused, and on topic 
 Develops one clear, main 

idea 
 Uses interesting, 

important, significant 
details for support 

 

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 


 

 
 Places letters, 

shapes, scribbles, 
or pictures 
randomly on page 

 No sense of 
beginning or end 

 
 Attempts to group 

words with like 
pictures (labeling) 

 Attempts to show 
beginning and/or 
end  

 Attempts to write 
left to right &/or 
top/bottom 

 

 
 Begins to group words 
 Experiments with beginning &/or 

end 
 Consistently writes left to right 

&/or top/bottom 
 Attempt at sequencing is evident 

 
 Limited transitions present 
 Beginning, but no ending 

except “The End” 
 Basic sequencing is evident 
 Long paper may be written as 

one paragraph 

 
 Attempts transitions 

from sentence to 
sentence 

 Beginning works well 
and attempts an 
ending 

 Logical sequencing 
 Paragraphing variable, 

but present 

 
 Transitions connect main 

ideas from sentence to 
sentence 

 The opening attracts & 
attempts an effective 
ending that is more than 
“The End” 

 Sequence is easy to 
follow 

 Paper is long enough to 
show indented paragraph 

 

Se
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 Mimics letters and 

words across the 
page 

 Patterns for 
sentences not in 
evidence 

 Sentence sense not 
yet present 

 Imitation text only 
 Pictures and text 

not coordinated 
across page to flow 

 

 
 Words, labels, or 

lists stand alone 
 Phrases beginning 

to work, but not as 
complete sentences 

 Reader may have to 
reread to follow the 
meaning 

 
 Strings words together into 

phrases 
 Attempts simple sentences 
 Short, repetitive sentence 

patterns 
 Oral reading is very choppy 

 
 Uses simple sentences and/or 

connections between short 
sentences are repetitive 
(and, or, but) and overused 
(combined two) 

 Sentences tend to begin the 
same 

 Reader may have to reread to 
follow meaning (should this 
go?) 

 Dialogue may be present, but 
needs interpretation 

 
 

 
 Simple and compound 

sentences are present 
and effective 

 Attempts complex 
sentences 

 Varied sentence 
beginnings 

 Dialogue is present, 
but may need 
interpretation or 
clarification 

 Reader is able to 
follow meaning 

 
 Consistently uses 

sentence variety 
 Sentence structure is 

correct and creative 
 Uses a variety of 

sentence beginnings and 
endings 

 Creates text that is 
easy to read aloud 

 Dialogue is accurately 
used to enhance meaning 
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 Imitates word 
patterns 

 Pictures or shapes 
or scribbles stand 
for words and 
phrases 

 Verbally tells story 
with picture, 
picture and story 
are not related 

 
 Writes letters in 

strings (Writes in 
letter strings) 

 Randomly copies 
environmental print 
(e.g., Wal Mart, 
Nike, etc) 

 Tells story that 
relates to picture 

 
 Writes recognizable words 

(Recognizable words in context) 
 Environmental words used 

correctly (e.g., Wal Mart, Nike, 
etc.) 

 Beginning functional language 
 Uses simple words 
 Attempts at phrases 
 Uses multiple parts of speech, 

nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc. 

 
 Uses everyday words with 

some attempt at longer words 
 Attempts new words, but 

they don‘t always fit 
 Settles for the word or 

phrase that “will do” 
 Big words used only to 

impress the reader 
 Relies on slang, clichés, 

repetition, or vague language 

 
 Uses high frequency 

and favorite words 
correctly 

 Experiments with new 
and different words 
with some success 

 Tries to choose words 
for specificity 

 Attempts to use 
descriptive words to 
create images 

 Some evidence of 
slang, clichés, 
repetition, or vague 
language may be 
present 

 
 Precise, accurate, fresh, 

original words 
 Creates vivid images in a 

natural way 
 Attempts at figurative 

language are often 
successful 

 Demonstrates expanded 
vocabulary development 

 Avoids slang, clichés, 
repetition, or vague 
language 
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 No evidence of 

individual 
perspective in 
drawing/writing 

 Feelings do not 
come through yet 

 Awareness of 
audience not 
present 

 
 May show evidence 

of individual 
perspective in 
drawing/wiring  

 Communicates 
feeling with color, 
shape, line in 
drawing 

 Limited awareness 
of audience 

 
 Captures more feeling in drawing 

than through letters/words 
 Hints of voice present in words 

and phrases 
 Some awareness that the writing 

will be read by someone else 

 
 Expresses some predictable 

feelings 
 Captures more feeling in 

letters/words than through 
drawing 

 Playfulness with words, uses 
exclamation points, 
underlines, BIG letters, 
repetition (very, very) to 
show strong feelings 

 Awareness that the writing 
will be read by someone else 

 
 Writing is individual 

and expressive 
 Shows glimpses of 

voice that can be 
characterized 
(humorous, serious, 
sad, sweet, etc.) 

 Willingness to take 
risk begins to out-
weigh need to be safe 

 Writes to convey a 
story or idea to the 
reader 

 
 Uses text to elicit a 

variety of emotions 
 Projects a voice that can 

be characterized 
(humorous, serious, sad, 
sweet, etc.) 

 Writes with a clear 
sense of audience 

* Choose the Conventions score that best matches the writing.  PIECE DOES NOT HAVE TO INCLUDE ALL BULLETS.  Page 2 of 2 

1 2 3 4 

Co
nv

en
ti

on
s 

* 


 

 
 Makes shapes that look like letters, OR 

Attempts to create standard letters 
 Students interpretation may be needed 

to understand text/pictures 
 Writes letter strings (pre-phonetic: 

dmRxzz) 
 Attempts spacing of words, letters, 

symbols, or pictures 
Punctuation, capitalization, etc. not there 
yet 

 
 Uses mixed upper and lower case 

letters 
 Uses semi-phonetic spelling OR 

attempts phonetic spelling (MOSTR, 
HUMN, KLOSD, etc.) on less frequent 
words 

 Spelling of high frequency words is 
spotty 

 Uses spaces between letters and words 
 Use of capitals at the beginning of 

sentences still spotty 
 Attempts end punctuation (. ! ?) 
 Attempts standard grammar 

 
 Transitional spelling on less 

frequent words (MONSTUR, 
HUMUN, CLOSSED, etc.) 

 Spelling of high frequency words 
usually correct (may still have 
reversals present) 

 Capitals at the beginning of 
sentences and variable use on 
proper nouns 

 End punctuation is correct (. ! ?) and 
other punctuation is attempted 
(such as commas) 

 
 High frequency words are spelled 

correctly and very close on other words 
 Capitals used for obvious proper nouns 

as well as sentence beginnings 
 Basic punctuation is used correctly 

and/or creatively 
 Shows control over standard grammar 


