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Newport School Board
Meeting Minutes of November 10, 2022

Municipal Building
15 Sunapee Street, Newport, NH 03773

School Board Members in Attendance: Jenna Darling, Chair; Steve Morris, Vice Chair; Bert Spaulding, Sr.;
Tim Beard, Stephen Emery, Student Representative
School Board Members Absent: Bill Wilkinson
School Administration and staff present: Donna Magoon, Interim Superintendent; Diane Mulholland, Business
Administrator; Kerry Finnegan, Student Support Services; Brynn Kane, Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment;
Eric Perry, Interim Director, Sugar River Valley Regional Technical Center; Rob Clark, Principal Richards
School; David Bailey, Middle School Principal; Shannon Martin, Newport High School; Chad Howe,
Transportation; Rodney Page, Buildings and Grounds; Ed Oberhofer, Lisa Ferrigno, Kelley Merritt, Lisa Ferrigno,
Bryana Davis
Public Present:
Videographer: Newport Community Television (NCTV) (for full meeting go to: www.nctv-nh.org)
Call to Order
Chairman Darling called the meeting of the Newport School Board (NSB) to order at 4:33 p.m. followed by a roll
call of School Board members and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Board had a brief recess for NCTV to provide
live broadcasting before continuing the meeting at 4:37.
Adjustments to the Agenda: Chairman Darling made a motion to accept a written statement from a citizen to be
read into the record during Public Comment. It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion passed by roll
call vote 4-0-0.
Public Comment (the School Board now allows six minutes for public comment):
Ed Oberhofer Told the Board that a presentation and discussion of the Budget will be held at the meeting.  He
wanted the Board to know that if there was a request for additional teachers he was in favor of the request(s).
Concerned parent said repeatedly there are the same problems with the district.  She was not confident of teacher
retention.  Social media and bullying facing middle high school students is not isolated to one instance.  They
need to be taught right and wrong; it is a nationwide crisis which will affect their careers after high school.  The
high school needs to make this their top priority.  She also asked for the teachers and administration to do more to
help the students.
Lisa Ferrigno stated that as the school went into their budget season she said that what the community does best is
work together.  She knew that Newport helps those in need; right now the school is in need.
Kerry Greenwood stated she has a child (freshman) that has been continually bullied by a student since fifth
grade.  This year examples were being called terrible names and being told to go kill herself.  Ms. Greenwood
spoke to the principal and she is trying to do something, but the students need to be told their behavior is not
acceptable.  Ms. Greenwood said she shouldn’t fear going home to see if her child is alive.  Addressing the Board
she said that mental health is a big problem; she is afraid her child will reach their breaking point.  She said the
students need to know what they are doing isn’t ok.  Something other than what is currently done needs to be
done.   School Board member Beard stated these complaints were a constant issue.  He asked that it be on the next
agenda to be addressed at the next regular meeting.  He stated something had to change.  He didn’t want an email
stating that Newport has had a student kill themselves because they were bullied.
Bryana Davis concerned parent, told the Board she wanted to be informed about her children’s education choices.
She told the Board that on November 7, 2022 she was informed by a phone message that her two high school
students would be doing a virtual health class.  The virtual teacher would meet with the students once a month.
Ms. Davis was not happy that the school has put another bandage on a problem.  Why aren’t parents being made
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aware of decisions being made by SAU, administration and school board?  One student is in special education and
another is coded 504; they have difficulty with virtual learning and working on the computer.  She asked why the
district was paying a lot of money for a program that would not have a teacher (why not use the NH State
programs that are free); why weren’t the parents informed;  why was the district setting the students up to fail and
why was there again remote learning.  Ms. Davis listed additional concerns and problems.
Approval of School Board Minutes: Public: October 13, 2022; Non Public: October 13, 2022; Non Public
October 27, 2022
Public October 13, 2022
After a brief discussion, on a motion by Mr. Spaulding, Sr., seconded by Mr. Beard; the minutes were tabled to
the next meeting (to be amended for approval: page three, last sentence in Budget Transfers).  The motion
passed 4-0-0.
October 27, 2022
Mr. Spaulding, Sr. made a motion, seconded by Mr. Beard.; to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2022
School Board meeting.  The motion passed 3-0-1 (Darling abstained).
Nonpublic October 13, 2022
Mr. Beard made a motion to approve the nonpublic minutes of the October 13, 2022 School Board minutes as
presented. It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion passed 4-0-0.
Nonpublic October 27, 2022
Mr. Beard made a motion, seconded by Mr. Morris; to approve the nonpublic minutes of the October 27, 2022
School Board meeting.  The motion passed 3-0-1 (Darling abstained).
Student Representative Report
Newport Football Team made the second seat in the playoffs.  This Saturday (November 12) they will play in
Laconia against Somersworth.  Thursday, November 10th was the annual Veterans Day assembly, put on by the
National Honor Society. NMHS’s Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is holding a “Pie your Favorite
Teacher” fund raiser.  Students vote with money which teachers they would like to see pied in the face.
Mr. Morris asked Stephen if he had discussed cell phone usage with his peers.  Stephen had, it was a difficult
culture to change.
Information/Action Items
Upcoming Meeting-Zoom & Number of Meetings per month (Action Needed)
Interim Superintendent Magoon addressed the Board and asked for action on two items:

1. Removing the Zoom access from the School Board meetings.
The Board members were polled on discontinuing zoom access for the School Board meetings.  Mr. Beard said he
did not have a problem getting rid of zoom access.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. said public access is important; he needed
additional information before he voted on the action item. If it went to a motion he would abstain.  Mr. Morris
said he did not have a problem removing zoom access; it had been started during the pandemic.  He asked if it
could be added upon request.  He was told yes.  Chairman Darling stated that she would like to see it not go away;
it needs to be an option for the community. She wanted to think the Board would make the option available. Mr.
Morris addressed Interim Superintendent Magoon and asked if she had data on its use.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. made a
motion to table the action item to the next meeting. Mr. Morris stated to get feedback from the public.  Mr.
Spaulding, Sr. asked if there were district costs for making it available.  He was told no.  Chairman Darling
seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0-0.

2. Reduce the number of meetings to one a month
The Board members were polled on reducing the number of meetings to one a month.  Mr. Beard said that they
should keep the two meetings.  One a month was too far between, the agenda is usually very full with two
meetings a month, they have heard of items the Board needs to concentrate on from public comment. Chairman
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Darling stated she felt, keeping in mind the SAU staff that one was enough.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. said they had the
opportunity to schedule a meeting or not.  They have flexibility to not have a meeting.  It should be kept at two
and if not needed, cancel one.  He was asked if it would be the Board Chair and Superintendent’s discretion.  Mr.
Spaulding, Sr. stated that since it is already their decision on a monthly basis, there was no need to (officially)
reduce the number of meetings; the Board might need even more than the two currently scheduled.  Mr. Morris
said he could go either way.  He and Mr. Spaulding, Sr. gave potential scenarios of having or not having meetings.
Ms. Ferrigno stated that Newport is trying to build community and transparency.  Cutting a meeting now seems to
undermine the goals.  With the problems coming forward, if anything there should be more meetings.  Mr. Lunn
stated he would like NCTV to be made aware of any changes; sub-meetings, etc. in order for them to be there to
record them.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. made a motion to keep the number of meetings a month the same. It was
seconded by Mr. Beard. The motion passed 4-0-0.
Budget (Informational) (for full presentation go to: www.nctv-nh.org)
The following administrators and department heads gave an overview of their school or department achievements
and needs:
Interim Superintendent - Donna Magoon
Before the presentations, Interim Superintendent Magoon read aloud the Newport School District Vision and
Mission statements.  She then read aloud the core values of curriculum and instruction for the District.
2.  Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment - Brynn Kane
3.  Student Support Services (special education) - Kerry Finnegan
4.  Richards Elementary School - Rob Clark
5.  Newport Middle School - David Bailey
6.  Newport High School - Shannon Martin
7.  CTE - Eric Perry
8.  Technology - Chad Howe
9.  Transportation - Caleb Godwin
10.  Buildings and Grounds - Rodney Page
Mr. Paul Brown, Town Finance Director; was in attendance and answered questions concerning the transportation
shed at the Town garage.  He asked that the lights in the new wing of the Richards school be shut off at night.
The ten presenters will attend the November 20, 2022 School Board budget meeting at which time they will go
through their budget with the School Board members and Business Administrator Diane Mulholland line by line.
New Hires
Chairman Darling made a motion to approve the hire of middle school special ed. teacher: Ms. Kirsten
Masterson, BA Step 2 at $37,707.00; prorated to $27,515.92. It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion
passed 4-0-0.
Chairman Darling welcomed Ms. Masterson.
Chairman Darling made a motion to approve the hire of middle school English Language Arts teacher: Ms.
Kate Wachsman, BA, Step 14 at $52,587.00 prorated to $39,511.31. It was seconded by Mr. Morris. The motion
passed 4-0-0.
Chairman Darling welcomed Ms. Wachsman.
Resignation-none
Committee Report Outs-none
Mr. Morris said that architects had a virtual tour of the CTE building.  The RAC and Building committee has done
a wonderful job.  The letter from the Commissioner of the Department of Education with his support of the 1.5
million dollars going to the legislature the week of November 15th was very encouraging.  The CTE will be able to
put in all the items they had to remove due to the 1.5 million dollar shortfall.   He said that the
whole community will enjoy the facility.
Policies: Chairman Darling made a motion to table the policies agenda item to the November 17, 2022 School
Board meeting. It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion passed 4-0-0.
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Communication
Administration:
Interim Superintendent Magoon thanked the staff for their dedication to the students.  She thanked her
administration team.
Board:
Mr. Beard thanked all the staff and teachers for their hard work.  They are appreciated.
Mr. Spaulding, Sr. had nothing to share at this time.
Mr. Morris wanted to ensure that counselors are in the correct classes.  He appreciated the presentation and all the
work that they put in for the Budget.  Addressing parents and guardians, he said that he ran (for school board)
stating people had to be held accountable (responsible).  He said that the children’s behavior begins at home.  It is
up to both the home and teachers to correct behavior; it starts at home.  Tell them to be nice to people, to treat
people with respect.
Chairman Darling said she found Budget season challenging. Addressing the administration and staff she thanked
them for their presentations; stating it will not be easy to go line by line.  The Expo was amazing.  She thanked the
Veterans.
Mr. Beard made a motion to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion passed by
roll call vote 4-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Maura Stetson, Recording Secretary

Approved on: November XX, 2022
The next meeting of the Newport School Board is scheduled for November 17, 2022.

Newport School Board Meeting of November 10, 2022 Page 4 of 4


