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Newport School Board  

Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2022 

Municipal Building 

15 Sunapee Street, Newport, NH 03773 

 

 
 

School Board Members in Attendance: Jenna Darling, Chair; Steve Morris, Vice Chair; Bert Spaulding, Sr.; 

Tim Beard, Bill Wilkinson, Stephen Emery, Student Representative 

School Board Members Absent: none 

School Administration and staff present: Donna Magoon, Interim Superintendent; Diane  Mulholland, Business 

Administrator; Kerry  Finnegan, Lisa Ferrigno, Eric Perry, Interim Director, Sugar River Valley Regional 

Technical Center; Rob Clark, Principal Richards School; Ed Oberhofer, Lisa Ferrigno, Kelley Merritt, Ed Emond, 

Business Administrator for the CTE Renovation Project 

Public Present: Eric LeBlanc RA Project Architect, LaVallee/Brensinger Architects; Julie M. Spence  AIA 

Project Architect, LaVallee/Brensinger Architects; Chris Emond, Executive Director, Boys & Girls Club of  

Central NH  

Videographer: Newport Community Television (NCTV) (for full meeting go to: www.nctv-nh.org) 

Call to Order  

Chairman Darling called the meeting of the Newport School Board (NSB) to order at 5:03 p.m. followed by a roll 

call of School Board members and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The public in attendance was asked to remain 

standing after the Pledge for a moment of silence in honor of Mrs. Ella Casey, long-time resident and Executive 

Director of the Chamber of Commerce.  

Chairman Darling welcomed student School Board Representative Stephen Emery.   

Adjustments to the Agenda::ADD: Elective Course to Program of Studies at High School, Updated Budget 

Calendar (Magoon).  Chairman Darling asked for a roll call vote to accept the adjustments to the agenda. The 

motion passed by roll call vote 5-0-0.  

Public Comment (the School Board now allows six minutes for public comment):   

Ed Oberhofer math teacher addressed the Board and gave his concerns on the use of cell phones in the high 

school classrooms.  He read aloud the cell phones policy as stated in the NHS student hand book (page 39) and 

stated the inappropriate use that is happening in his classroom.  Mr. Oberhofer asked that there be an open 

dialogue between students, staff and parents on the use of cell phones in the classroom.  He believed it was time 

for a community-wide conversation including the school board, parents, and everyone involved about cell phones 

in our educational system.   Board member Mr. Spaulding, Sr. agreed with Mr. Oberhofer’s concerns.  He 

believed a public discussion should happen. 

Lisa Ferrigno relayed a news story concerning the expulsion of a student from a private high school and the 

ramifications it would have for the local public school system (because public schools accept and teach everyone).  

Ms. Ferrigno explained the Education Freedom Act to the Board and public.  She asked that the voters ask federal 

and state representative candidates what their views were on education and funding before they go to the polls on 

November 8, 2022. 

Approval of School Board Minutes: Public: September 22, 2022; Non Public: September 22, 2022 

Public September 22, 2022 

Mr. Beard made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2022 School Board minutes. It was 

seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr.  The following was amended: page two under C. School Handbook-NMHS 

change: “…abstain from the vote and explained why.” to: “...abstain from the vote”.  The amended motion 

passed 5-0-0.  

Nonpublic September 22, 2022  

http://www.nctv-nh.org/
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Mr. Beard made a motion, seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr.; to approve the nonpublic minutes of the September 

22, 2022 School Board meeting.  The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Student Representative Report  

Chairman Darling welcomed Stephen Emery, the student School Board Representative.  She looked forward to 

his participation.  Mr. Emery said that Homecoming went well for the whole Town.  Thursday NMHS & CTE 

will hold their annual Expo.  Parents and public are invited to come and see what the students are doing in school.   

Information/Action Items 

Boys & Girls Club (Action Needed)  

Interim Superintendent Magoon proposed a new program for Newport’s students and families.  Currently there is 

a before school program that runs: 7-7:50 AM.  The after school program is held: 2:50-5:00 PM.    

A survey will be sent out to families concerning their needs.  The proposed Boys & Girls Club program will 

provide additional hours and support services than the current one.  The Boys & Girls Club staff is certified 

through the state Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and is paid by the organization. Interim 

Superintendent Magoon gave additional information and costs to Newport families (attending the proposed Boys 

& Girls Club program).  Interim Superintendent Magoon answered all Board questions.   

Mr. Morris asked if the Rec. Center did anything for this age group (after school).  He asked if the Rec. Center 

knew the school was proposing this (Boys & Girls Club).  He wanted the school to coordinate with anything that 

was available at the Rec Center.  He wanted to make sure the School was working with the Town. Mr. Wilkinson 

stated they (Rec) also did vacation camps.  There was a discussion between Mr. Clark, the Board and Interim 

Superintendent Magoon on the programs.  Mr. Clark said they were not trying to affect the Town Recreation 

programs.  The goal would be to start the proposed Boys & Girls Club program December 2022 or January 2023. 

Mr. Chris Emond, Executive Director, Boys & Girls Club of Central NH; addressed the Board and answered all 

their questions.  Chairman Darling asked if the Board’s action was to allow the Boys & Girls Club to use the 

elementary school facilities for their program. She was told yes.  In a poll of the Board they supported the use of 

the elementary school facilities for the Boys & Girls Club program.  Mr. Wilkinson made a motion to have the 

Boys & Girls Club begin in Newport (NH).It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr.  The motion passed 5-0-0.  

Chairman Darling thanked Mr. Chris Emond for attending the meeting.  

CTE Renovation Update (Informational) (for full presentation go to: www.nctv-nh.org) 

Mr. Eric Perry, Ed Emond, and architects Eric LeBlanc and Julie M. Spence used a PowerPoint presentation to 

give the Board a full update on the CTE Renovation.  They gave the original $15 M proposal, what it had been 

able to fund versus what it will now be able to buy and a second scenario in which additional funding (from the 

state) would buy all the items in the original proposal.  They stressed that the renovation would not change local 

taxpayer contributions.  They answered all questions from the Board members on schematics, finances and 

building materials.   It was explained that Newport would need to ask the state for an additional $1.5 million.  

Newport needs to reach out to their local representatives for support.  Interim Superintendent Magoon asked for a 

motion by the Board to submit for more money from the state.  Chairman Darling made a motion to ask the state 

for the extra $1,500,000.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. clarified the motion: to ask for the additional cost to the original 

project moving forward; the increase coming from them (state).  An increase in their portion (of funding).  Mr. 

Emond stated that with the additional $1.5 million everything that has been cut from the project will be able to be 

built as it was described to the taxpayers.  There was a brief discussion on the project. Chairman Darling repeated 

her motion to ask the state for the extra $1,500,000.  It was seconded by Mr. Wilkinson.  The request is due to 

the state within the week of October 17-October 21.  There was further discussion on the finances of the project. 

The motion passed 5-0-0.  Chairman Darling thanked the group for their presentation.  She asked that the Board 

be continuously updated by both Mr. Morris and them.   

 

 

http://www.nctv-nh.org/
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Future Farmers of America (FFA) Trip (Action Needed)  

Interim Superintendent Magoon stated that Newport’s FFA will be representing the State of New Hampshire at 

the National Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 24-October 29. Eight students, two FFA advisors, 

two chaperones (community partners) and one alumnus will be traveling with the group.  Interim Superintendent 

Magoon read aloud a prepared statement explaining the program to the Board. She answered all questions.  

Newport School policy states that the School Board has to approve all student travel that is overnight.  She 

requested their permission.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. moved that the Newport School Board approve the travel of the 

FFA students to represent Newport and the State of New Hampshire at the National Conference in 

Indianapolis, Indiana on October 24-October 29.  It was seconded by Mr. Wilkinson.  The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Budget Transfers (Action Needed) 

Diane Mulholland, BA addressed the Board and stated she had moved line items around in the budget.  She was 

“cleaning it up” for the next year (2022-2023). Mr. Spaulding, Sr. moved to accept the movement of line items in 

the budget. It was seconded by Chairman Darling.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. gave his opinion of the work on the school 

finances.  The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Elective Course at the High School (Action Needed) 

Interim Superintendent Magoon addressed the Board and explained the new high school art course proposal. Mr. 

Beard made a motion to add the elective art course Ceramics 1 to the student course offerings; to begin 

November 7, 2022.  It was seconded by Mr. Wilkinson.  The motion passed 5-0-0.  

Budget Calendar Update 

Interim Superintendent Magoon addressed the Board and said the budget calendar has been updated.  There was a 

brief discussion on the changes. 

New Hires 

Chairman Darling made a motion to approve the hire 8th grade science teacher: Ms. Michelle Roy, MA +15, 

Step 18 at $60,875.00.  It was seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Chairman Darling welcomed Ms. Roy. 

Kayla Godwin will be moving to take over the bus garage.  Amanda Belune high school family consumer science 

teacher will be moving to guidance at Richards.  The school is looking for a replacement for the teaching position 

(or the quarter to end) before the move is made.  

Resignation-Malia Minnick 

Interim Superintendent Magoon recommended that the District allow Ms. Minnick to resign her position and to 

pay all fees she has incurred.  Chairman Darling made a motion to accept the resignation of Ms. Minnick.  It was 

seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr.  There was a brief discussion on the wording of the motion.   The motion passed 

5-0-0. 

Policies: 

First Read- New Policies 

JEBA-Early Entrance into Kindergarten 

Chairman Darling made a motion to approve JEBA.  It was seconded by Mr. Wilkinson.  The motion passed 5-0-

0. 

First Read Revised (Chairman Darling asked that all the revised policies receive a collective vote) 

 JLDBB-Suicide Prevention and Response 

Interim Superintendent Magoon explained the updates to the policy.        

JEB Age of Entrance (linking to other policies) 

Interim Superintendent Magoon explained the changes to the policy.        

 JLCF Wellness (school board committee member needed) 

Interim Superintendent Magoon explained the changes to the policy.  Chairman Darling volunteered to be on the 

committee.        
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Chairman Darling made a motion to approve JLDBB, JEB and JLCF.  There was a brief discussion on the 

wording of JLDBB. Chairman Darling repeated the motion to approve JLDBB, JEB and JLCF.   It was 

seconded by Mr. Beard.  The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Second Read: 

BBBF Student Member of the School Board: Interim Superintendent Magoon read the changes the Board had 

directed her to make.  Chairman Darling made a motion to approve BBBF.  It was seconded by Mr. Beard.  

Chairman Darling called for a vote.  The motion passed 5-0-0. 

Revised Second Read  

BCB Board Member Conflict: Chairman Darling made a motion of the second read and approval of BCB.  It was 

seconded by Mr. Spaulding, Sr. for discussion.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. stated that on page one, paragraph two the last 

line treads on an individual’s first amendment rights.  He stated to make the policy legal they could remove 

“…embarrass the Board…another Board member”.   There was another policy he had noticed that also treaded on 

first amendment rights.   Chairman Darling withdrew her motion.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. withdrew his second.  

Chairman Darling tabled the second read of BCB.  It will go back to the Policy Committee.   

Communication 

Administration: 

Interim Superintendent Magoon The District was in the parade.  Their float won 1st place.  She gave additional 

information on community activities which the school would participate.         

Board: 

Mr. Beard stated the Homecoming Parade was awesome.    The SAU float and participants did a great job.  He 

gave a shout out to the girl’s field hockey team.  He is impressed with the positive things happening in the 

schools.  He asked if there could be a class/assembly on bullying to give the definition of Bullying as opposed to 

kids being mean. Mr. Wilkinson agreed and stated it might be beneficial to educate the public on what qualifies as 

Bullying.   He reminded everyone that the School Expo will be Thursday, October 20, 2022.  Mr. Spaulding, Sr. 

agreed that Bullying needed to be clarified.  He thanked Interim Superintendent Magoon for her representation of 

the School District.  Mr. Morris stated there was a lot of hard work going into the CTE Renovation. The 

committee scrutinizes every dollar spent; there are hard decisions made.  He appreciated the feedback from the 

Board and the hard work of the Building Team. He welcomed Stephen Emery.   

Interim Superintendent Magoon told the Board there was a Policy on Bullying in the Student Handbooks (page 

52).  They do presentations to students about bullying.  She also directed them to the budget calendar.  The 

November 19, 2022 (Saturday) meeting did not have a time set.  In discussion, the Board rescheduled the meeting 

to Sunday, November 20, 2022 beginning at 9 AM.  The meeting will be posted. 

Chairman Darling made a motion to go into non-public meeting pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II (a) The dismissal, 

promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee, or the investigation 

of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has right to a public meeting, and (2) 

requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall be granted.  It was seconded by Mr. 

Spaulding, Sr.  The motion passed by roll call vote 5-0-0.  The public meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Maura Stetson, Recording Secretary      

Approved on: October xx, 2022   

 

The next meeting of the Newport School Board is scheduled for October 27, 2022. 


