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Facilities Survey
A big thank you to the 400 people who took part in the facilities phone poll and the 363 people who took the
online survey. With your input, I have been able to get a much better picture of the sentiment and wishes of
the district’s patrons.
First, I would like to share with you results about closing the district. In my opinion, this was the most important question presented. When asked about dissolution of the district, 53% opposed or strongly opposed
closing it. Another 28% neither supported or opposed dissolving, and there were 19 % who stated they supported or strongly supported closing the district. This is such important information for many reasons, mostly
there are many people living in the district who are full of Wildcat pride, and do not want to see their school
district closed. As you move forward with making decisions about what is best for your students and communities, knowing that 81% do not support or strongly support closing the district, you will always know that
most of your neighbors believe the school district should remain open and effective.
With that said, what else have I learned from the survey? The most obvious answer was there are many people
who think the district needs a new high school, just not in Americus. Most of the comments stated if the district builds a new building it should be centrally located. There is also support for renovating the current buildings.
If we combine the phone poll and the web survey, 79% said the most important thing we should do is build a
new high school (just not in Americus). Renovating the current high school had support of 59% and renovating the elementary school had 63% approval. Some comments included, “One roof for all centrally located,
Current buildings are just fine, Don’t put lipstick on a pig, Seems silly to add on when a whole new K-12
building is needed, Too much money,” and they went on and on for 62 pages!
Some of the comments mentioned that you shouldn’t build any new buildings because eventually the district
will get too small to remain open. I have to disagree with that sentiment. You have 347 students now. Even if
you would lose 150 students over the next several years, the district would still remain larger than MANY districts across Kansas, including several in this area. I do not see the district ever getting to the point where it
would need to close or consolidate, so I don’t think that statement has validity.
So what should we do next? I am an interim superintendent with no dog in this hunt, so I am going to give
you my opinion based on 25 years of school administration. I believe deeply that it is the responsibility of the
adults in the community to provide our youth the best educational opportunities available, including facilities
that will help them thrive. Our parents and grandparents did that for us and now it is our turn.
The following is from a study at Penn State University: A growing body of research has found that school facilities can have a profound impact on both teacher and student outcomes. With respect to teachers, school facilities affect teacher recruitment, retention, commitment, and effort. With respect to students, school facilities affect health,
behavior, engagement, learning, and growth in achievement. Researchers generally conclude that without adequate
facilities and resources, it is extremely difficult to serve large numbers of children with complex needs. Thus, facility
quality is an important predictor of teacher retention and student learning. The physical and emotional health of students and teachers depend on the quality of the physical location, which makes establishing safe, healthy buildings
essential.

It is clear that the facilities in this district are subpar and need updated. The current buildings can be renovated
to be adequate for several years. However, I believe you will eventually need to replace both buildings with
new, whether that is in 2 years or 12 years. The question remains, when and where should that occur.
Over the next 18-24 months I will give you options that include renovations to current facilities with existing
money, and plans for building a centrally located 6-12 building, with an option to include a Pre-K-5 addition
onto the 6-12 building. Any new building should be modestly built to address needs and not spectacular or
stunning, keeping costs as low as possible. These plans will include exactly where the building could be located, detailed floor plans and outside renderings, along with total costs and individual patron costs. Then it is up
to you all to review the plans and make another decision.
Another decision?? Several people commented that the public has said no three times and the Board should
stop asking. The Board of Education has a responsibility to continuously improve your school system, whether
that be with teachers, administrators, other staff, ideas, and yes, facilities. Whomever is on the Board will always have a responsibility to keep asking the questions, until they come up with a solution that can be supported by the majority of its patrons.
In the short time that I have been here, I have seen a school system that cares deeply about its students and
staff, a staff that has embraced the challenges of school redesign, and a district that supports its students in
their academic and extracurricular endeavors. I understand the situation we find ourselves in is difficult, and
has resulted in many hard and hurt feelings. We must begin to heal and come together for the benefit of our
students and all of our communities. I will do my best to help you.

January 2019 School Board
Recognition Month
There are seven individuals in this community who are ordinary citizens – our friends and neighbors – but who
display extraordinary dedication to our community and our children. They are Wendy Linsey, Tim Burton,
Angela Anderson, Matt Horton, David Goldsmith, Mitchell Maxfield, and Tammie Reed, our locally-elected
board of education. Their service to our school district is done on a volunteer basis, and they deserve our appreciation and thanks.
Public education is the backbone of American society, and local school boards are deeply rooted in U.S. tradition. In 1966 the people of Kansas amended our state’s constitution to specifically call for local public schools
that are ‘maintained, developed and operated by locally elected boards.’ Our local board of education is responsible for setting a vision our local education program and partners with staff and other members of the
community to provide the facilities and infrastructure to achieve that vision.
Each board member is a strong advocate for the success of every child in our schools. They research, study and
then discuss issues so that they can make informed decisions on countless complex challenges. Too often we
forget about the personal sacrifices school board members make. They spend hours in meetings and on committees, take the brunt of public disagreement, yet continue to advocate for our schools with the community
and elected politicians, by speaking out against budget cuts, pushing for policy and program reforms, or asking
patrons to support bond issues.
The job of a school board member is tough, the hours long and the thanks few and far between. It is time we
change that, at least that last part. January 2019 marks the annual observance of School Board Recognition
Month. The theme this year is “School Board Members Lead the Future.” This is a time to shine a light on how
local boards prepare today’s students to be tomorrow’s leaders. In January, join with others throughout our district to salute the men and women who provide leadership for our public schools.

Principal’s Perspective
I want to start by hoping you all had a great holiday season and that your new year is
off to a positive start. NLC teachers concluded the semester by growth testing students
in math and reading. These tests give our teachers data to understand how students are
progressing compared to the beginning of the school year. We continue to meet for 510 minutes in our Mini-Families (6-7 students of mixed ages) each morning to start our
day and to simply touch base and “check-in” to see how their morning, evening, or
weekend went. Every two weeks Mini-Families have the chance to meet for a about 40
minutes to do various activities - create a family name, a family crest, make holiday
cards for children at St. Judes, etc. - the goal simply being one of bonding and giving back. Civic engagement
continues to be a focus at NLC. We held our first ever Freedom Walk where we took time to parade the streets
with signs and photos of veterans to show how much we appreciate their sacrifices. We have 5th graders working the local food pantry, STUCO adopting a family for Christmas, our Civic Engagement Training Squad
conducting a warm clothes drive. I am so proud of our students and staff as we focus on developing well
rounded students - not just ones that do well in math and reading. I am also proud of many of our community
members that help in so many ways. We have volunteers that help in various ways from serving as pen pals to
adults who simply give their time to work in the classroom with students. I am excited about some changes
that are on the horizon as staff work to redesign “how” it is we “do” school. There are many tough discussions
our staff will have to have in order to do what is best in meeting the needs of “today’s” students but their willingness to say let’s have those discussion knowing the work and stress it will cause, speaks volumes about
their commitment to NLC students. As always, I will continue to keep you up to date on the work we continue
to do and always have an open door should you want to stop in and talk.

Counselor Comments
Students at NLC Elementary will be busy coming back from the holiday break.
Elementary students in grades K-5 will begin exploring careers when we come back in January by taking interest inventories and discussing the 16 career clusters. They also will be continuing the Second Step
Curriculum. The students have been working on empathy and how we all have feelings. We’ve discussed how
their feelings change or can be different from someone else’s in the same situation and looking at feelings
from the other person’s point of view.
Back in December the 6th and 8th grade students participated in the Kansas Communities that Care
survey. The questions from the survey focus on self, peers, family, and community domains. The data from
this survey helps the district plan programs to assist the students in these areas.
The 6th graders began using Career Cruising before the winter break. The 6th graders will be taking
the Learning Styles Inventory and Matchmaker assessment to find careers that match their interests.
Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades are continuing to have discussions about values and friendships as
part of the Second Step Curriculum for middle school students. They’ve been discussing what values are and
how they affect the decisions they make. Social values and online values have been hot topics for discussion.
I want to thank all of the various community members who sponsored a family with gifts for Christmas. Several of our students had an enjoyable holiday, and it wouldn’t have happened without your support.

Mrs. Aimee Landgren; NLC Elementary School Counselor

Life Happens in Math
Life experiences define and mold us as human-beings. They take us in the direction of our career path or take us
away from an activity that we were convinced would be our passion for life. All too often in education these life experiences may not occur at an age to lend a hand to our young society in molding the path in which they will choose to take.
In math class we have been developing the skills to mold paths and choices in life. For 6th grade we have baked cookies.
Not only does this develop fine motor skills and precision, it also has our students multiplying/dividing fractions and
comparing equivalent ratios in a recipe. They had to compare two ingredients and alter the amounts such as doubling or
tripling to make more cookies. They had to assess their calculations carefully as one mistake might mean the difference
between delicious cookies and floury ones. If the proportions aren’t the same then the cookies will not turn out right. The
students truly enjoyed the activity and it was a great life experience for the students who had never baked before. An
added bonus for the kids was the enjoyment of reaping the spoils of their hard-work. The students were each given cookies from the recipe to eat.
For the 7th grades, working in the service industry is just not an option at their age, however they were able to
understand the idea of working based on commission through the roleplaying of occupations. We practiced selling cars
on a 5% commission rate. We discussed how much they would have to sell to pay their bills and what kind of dealerships to work at to make a reasonable amount of money. One life situation had them really press their “street smarts”.
They were in a job that didn’t pay their bills. We talked about how much of a percent raise they would need to keep their
job. The students worked it out and provided an answer. The second part of the project was asking the students to come
up with a backup plan if their boss turned down the possibility of a raise. The most typical response I received was to
move back in with parents. I was shocked at the notion some students provided saying, “I would live on the streets.”
Now, of course, they are joking but the idea of the project was to have them come up with ideas that would fix the problem instead of prolong it. Staying away from the temporary suggestions such as, “sell all of my things,” we started to go
toward the idea of a second job or a different job. Some students even patriotically suggested to join the military or go
back to school to start a career. It’s truly amazing the mindsets we can promote by giving these students the opportunity
to shine bright and how to deal with life situations in a reasonable way before they are actually put in the life situation.
Out of all of the grades that I teach, the grade that has the most controlled life experience opportunities are my
8th graders. They were given a project this year called, “Life Happens”. In this project the students had to make a budget
based on income and bills. They were allowed the freedom to choose a part time income, under the understanding of going to college, or a full time income based on a career. They were also allowed to choose everything about their living
situation such as having a roommate, where they lived, what they rented, and if they had a vehicle or not. They had to
get information from apartment complexes, rental agencies and electricity companies. Most did research online but a few
students placed calls to local businesses to gather information about their bills. Once they had their budget lined up they
had to actually play the game, “life happens”. The students would roll a 10-sided die and, depending on the number, a
certain life event would happen that they would have to amend their budgets to fix. Some life events included doctor’s
bills, roommates moving out, getting a raise, losing a job, broken down car, and getting a credit card. Observing their
reactions to life was amusing and informative. They formed ideas and concepts such as, “I’m definitely going to have a
roommate,” or “I will not be able to afford a car right away,” my personal favorite, “I don’t want to grow up.” The project had them working with the idea of uncertainty and solving multi-step equations. This also brought about the concept
of order of operations. In order to take bills from the budget, they first had to know their income (multiply before divide). The connections and appreciation for the providers in their life was phenomenal.
The truth is every kid needs an environment to practice not only the skills to achieve their dream but the experience to determine if that dream will be the right option for them. With a safe environment of experience, the possibilities
are truly endless to the new generation of learners and thinkers.
-Mrs. Adams
Math Teacher
Cheer Coach
NLC Junior High

Mrs. Lang’s Super Kinders
We have worked really hard during the first semester of
school! Most of us now recognize all of the letters of the alphabet
and can give the sound for a majority of them. Most of us can
count to 100 without any errors too! We have sprinkled in plenty
of learning about science and social studies, art projects, pumpkin
picking, a field trip to the bank, and birthday celebrations too. It
has been a fun-filled, past-paced semester. We are looking forward
to all to come the rest of the year. Thank you for sharing your children with me!

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
“If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself”
Peggy Fort

I would like to thank everyone who came to the Senior Citizens Dinner. We had a wonderful attendance and
the food was wonderful. Our students, teachers and cooks did an awesome job putting the Christmas meal and
entertainment together.
Mid year tests given in December:
AIMSweb Benchmark Testing - Math (K-2) & Reading (K-8, select HS)
Kansas Assessment Interims - Math (gr. 3-8 only), ELA (gr. 3-8, 10)
Wellington Engagement Index - ALL classes, gr. 5-12
Communities That Care Survey
The Student Council collected items for 3 weeks of giving during December. The first week, the students collected canned goods. The second week, the students collected stocking hats, gloves and school supplies. The
third week, the students held their Penny War. Items were added to boxes of gifts and food going to families in
need.

NHHS CALENDAR
January 2nd and 3rd

Teacher Inservice

January 4th

Students return to school
NHHS basketball home against Lyndon at 4:45

January 8th

NHHS basketball home against Mission Valley at 4:45

January 9th

USD 251 Board of Education at Americus at 7:00

January 10th

FFA - Spring Hill

January 11th

NHHS basketball at Council Grove at 4:45

January 14th - 19th

Flint Hills Shootout

January 21st

No School - Teacher Inservice

January 22nd

NHHS basketball at Rural Vista at 4:45

January 24th

Scholars bowl at Central Heights

January 25th

NHHS basketball home against Herington at 4:45

January 29th

NHHS basketball at Burlingame at 4:45

January 30th

FBLA at ESU

January 31st

Regional Scholars Bowl

What is Forensics?
As our Spring 2019 semester begins, Theatre class changes to Forensics. But, what is Forensics? Forensics is
the study and practice of public speaking and performance. Forensics students have the opportunity to participate and compete in their choice of ten events, along with performing in our competition one-act play.
Forensics events include:
Speech events such as Extemporaneous Speaking, Informative Speech, Impromptu Speech, and Original Oration. These allow students the opportunity to research, write, and perform a variety of different speeches.
Interpretation events such as Interpretation of Poetry and Interpretation of Prose. In these events students perform dramatic readings of poetic or prose texts of their choosing.
Acting events such as Duet Acting, Humorous Solo Acting, Serious Solo Acting, and Improvised Duet Acting.
These events provide students the opportunity to learn and perform monologues and duets, and even create
their own work through improvisation.
In addition to working on individual events, students will work together to perform a one-act contest play at
Regionals on April 13th. If we receive a I rating at Regionals, we will qualify for state competition on May
4th. Also, any students receiving a I rating on their individual events at Regionals will qualify for the State
Festival on May 4th. We are also planning to perform a one-act play for the junior high students at NLC sometime in the spring. Finally, we will perform another one-act play for the school and community at our Night of
the Arts on May 1st.
Another option available to students in the Forensics class is to complete an online Speech: Exploring Communication curriculum. This option introduces students to the typical curriculum covered in public speaking
courses. Students work at their own pace to complete readings and assignments in topics such as How Communication Affects Your Life, The Process of Communication, Listening, One-to-One Communication, Group
Discussion, Building Confidence, Preparing Speeches, Choosing Effective Language, Delivering Your
Speech, Speaking to Inform, Speaking to Persuade, and Mass Communication. After completing the coursework, students in this section of the class will write and deliver both an informative speech and an original
oration.

NHHS/NLC Band and Choir
The Northern Heights High School and NLC Band and Choir performed their Winter Concert on December 12th, at
NHHS. Mrs. Merring directed the students in a wonderful concert.

NHHS CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ORGANIZATION
This past semester, NHHS students have been working to incorporate elements of community service.
Many students are now engaged in The Civic Engagement Organization (CEO). The CEO group is here for the
community, and projects that directly affect North Lyon County. Our vision is to improve the school and eventually the rest of our North Lyon County community. By doing so, students will also be gaining valuable new
experiences.
Our first project for the organization is renovating the football concession stand. We are renovating the
building from the inside out. Along with renovating we are also filming and are going to produce a video about
the the process. There are three main groups involved in the CEO project; labor, arts, and multimedia.
The labor group is the largest, and is the muscle of the organization. They will be doing the majority of
the hands on tasks and installation of the new items they are replacing. This group is lead primarily by Mr.
Greg French and Mr. Jacob Lang.
The arts group is small but talented. They will be coming up with everything from interior design,
paint, to the designs on the interior/exterior walls. This group is primarily lead by Mr. Jacob Jones and Mrs.
Sandra Eckert.
Last but not least, the final group of this organization is the multimedia group. This group is primarily
lead by Mr. Wilson. Their job will be to film and produce a video documenting the students’ dedication to the
project, and all of the hard work they are doing. So stay tuned for updates of the progression and completion
of our project!
We are currently applying for grants and may be reaching out to the community. We would appreciate
the donations of time, talent, and material to help us complete this project on time. Our deadline for this project is April 11, 2019 in order to have it ready for the Travis Sheeley Memorial Track Meet.

USD 251 Senior Citizen Dinner at Northern Heights High School
December 7th, was the annual USD 251 Senior Citizen Dinner at Northern Heights High School. The dinner
began with the students serving our patrons, followed by a wonderful music program directed by Mrs. Amanda
Merring. The Art students made Christmas ornaments for all to take home. The Art students also made center
pieces which were put in a drawing for our senior citizens to win. The FACS students also made treats for the
Senior Citizens to take home. Thank you to everyone who helped make the day a success.

NHHS Counselor News
On November 28, Northern Heights held its second annual
College and Career Fair for our students, as well as students from neighboring schools. In total, there were 25
businesses, 9 colleges and universities, and two branches
of the military represented at this year’s fair. By participating in the College and Career Fair, students were not
just learning about different career pathways, but also developing their communication skills and building community connections. Students have been going home and discussing what they learned with their parents. Getting engaged in the activities of the day required that they think
and reflect on their conversations. For many students, the
one-on-one conversations with our representatives took
them outside their comfort zone and was able to broaden
their horizons, which was our ultimate goal. We hope to
continue to grow this event and to customize it to what our student community would love to see and do. If
you are interested in participating in our College and Career Fair next year, please contact me at Northern
Heights by emailing woodrowj@usd251.org. Thank you so much to all who were involved, and we can’t wait
to see you next year!
On December 12th, the sophomore students along with myself, Lea Hamlin and Lanny Massey attended a tour of Vektek and Simmons. This was arranged by Flint Hills Technical College and included a tour of
the school and the programs they offer. Students participated and asked questions about the programs available to begin their junior and/or senior year. They had the opportunity to see first hand the connection between
the programs of study and the college and the jobs available here locally.

Upcoming for students:
• All juniors and a few seniors will be taking the ACT and ACT WorkKeys on February 20th and
21st. These tests are paid for by the state and will be administered during the school day. We have an ACT
prep program called Method Test Prep that all students have access to free of charge through their Career
Cruising account. Please speak with your students about this and encourage them to utilize it to study.
• Seniors should focus on applying for scholarships and are encouraged to make an appointment with me
to work together on this. All local scholarships are listed on Career Cruising.
Jessica Woodrow-Counselor, NHHS

Wildcat Wellness
Wildcat Wellness is our newly formed Wellness program within the district. We will focus not only on healthy
lifestyles for our students, but also for our faculty, staﬀ, and our communi es. Each month, we will try to provide you with a healthy topic and recipe. Generally, when we think of “healthy”, we think of exercising and
die ng. However, we want to focus on overall health, including preventa ve health, mental health, healthy
ea ng habits versus fad die ng, and goal se$ng. We hope you will join us in our journey to being healthier
individuals.
With that said, if you, as a community member are interested in joining our team, please contact the district
oﬃce at 620-481-2085.

Recipe of the Month

Let’s Get Real!

Creamy Banana Walnut Oatmeal

Take a realis c approach to a healthy New Year’s resolu on. Se$ng small, a3ainable goals will set you up for
success and you’ll be on your way to healthy habits in
2019.
Be Focused: Start with a goal that is easy to accomplish. If you want to lose weight, think about habits to
change. Do you skip breakfast and then eat midmorning
snacks, or overeat at lunch? Ea ng breakfast is a speciﬁc behavior you can add to get the result you want.

Ingredients:

Try the Morning: Most everyone has a structured
morning rou ne. Develop a new habit by adding a step
such as cooking breakfast, packing a lunch, or going on
a quick walk.

•

1 cup Milk

•

2 packets instant Oatmeal

•

1/2 ripe banana, mashed

•

1/2 tablespoon chopped walnuts

Create a Cue: At night, create reminders for yourself,
such as pu$ng a cereal bowl on the counter, or leaving
a spoon out for Greek yogurt.

Prepara(on:
In a small bowl, combine milk and packets of oatmeal.
Microwave on high for 1-2 minutes un(l steaming hot,
but not boiling. S(r un(l creamy. S(r in mashed banana. Garnish with walnuts and serve.

Technology Fee
Each year at enrollment, a $35 Technology Fee is collected for each student. Why do we have a technology fee? The
funds collected are utilized for student technology use. This includes purchasing Chromebooks for K-12 students, selfinsurance for repairs, broadband internet, software licensing, printers, toner, and paper. Without the Technology Fee, we
would not be able to provide the technology that our students require for success in the 21st Century.

Mobilizing Literacy and Kindergarten Readiness
USD 251 offers Preschool Tuition Assistance as part of the Mobilizing Literacy Grant. If your child (age 3-5) is
attending, or you would like for your child to attend preschool, please contact the USD 251 school district office at 620481-2014. We would love to discuss how we can assist you financially with preschool fees.
Each month, a simple, developmentally appropriate activity will be shared to help preschool age children get
ready for school. These activities can be used by families at home:

LANGUAGE SKILLS
Tells Use of Objects
Ac(vi(es:
• Ask a simple ques on, for example, “Why do we have beds?” Help the child give the correct response
by saying it with him or her
• Make a book that includes pictures of the func ons of words. For example, on one page show a bed,
and the opposite page show a picture of a bed with someone sleeping in it.
• Act out the use of an object with the child. Have the child pick an object picture card, then pantomime
its use.
Tip: Be sure that the child is familiar with the objects that you work with.

Repeats Twelve– Syllable Sentence
Ac(vi(es:
• Recite a short nursery rhyme and have the child repeat each line aBer you. Start with rhymes that have
fewer than twelve syllables, and build up as the child becomes skillful.
• Listen to simple children’s music. Make sure the ar cula on is clear and the grammar is correct.
Tip: If the child has a diﬃcult &me paying a'en&on, instruct the child to, “Look in my eyes” to help
him or her focus.

