
Somers School District 29 Trustee Candidate Questionnaire 

 

1. Why are you seeking to be a school district trustee? 

My goal as a school board trustee is to advocate for every student to have the most 
positive and high-quality educational experience possible. 

2. What issues are motivating you to apply for trustee? 

Parent's right to choose what is best for their children and putting the children's 
education and wellbeing first. 

3. Why should you be appointed as trustee? 

I believe I have a strong commitment to the cause, and a willingness to use personal 
and professional resources to advance the school boards mission 

4. Please describe your experience and involvement with your school district. 

My involvement has been mostly attending school board meetings over the last year 

5. What do you believe is the proper role of the school board? 

I believe the role of the school board is to be responsible for creating the overall vision 
of a district’s public schools, from setting a school’s curriculum, to creating and 
upholding board policy, to electing school officials and overseeing administrators. 

6. Is there something that your school board should be doing differently to fulfill this 
role? 

I think the existing board is doing a great job of fulfilling the roles and responsibilities  

7. What is the role of the school district with regard to parents and the community? 

Proper and frequent communication between the board and the parents and community 
is essential. Keeping everyone informed and up-to-date on important events and 
happenings is also key. The board must be open to suggestions and available for 
comments and concerns, in turn creating focus groups that can assist with areas 
needing help or improvement. 

8. What do you think are the most important challenges and opportunities facing your 
school district? 

There are so many important challenges and some great opportunities facing our school 
district. I think our most important challenge is dealing with the rapid growth in our 
district 



 

9. What do you think are the most important issues facing school districts across the 
country, and what do you believe is the proper approach to resolving them? 

a) Common Core standards 
b) School safety 
c) Government funding 
d) Technology in education 
e) Disciplinary policies 
 f) Standardized testing 
g) Teacher salaries 
h) Teacher tenure 
 i) Class size 

All of the items listed above would be worked on and resolved by the associated school 
board 

10. Please include other relevant information about yourself. 
 
I am a Montana native. I have lived in district 29 for about 6 years. I’ve worked for 
Siemens corporation for just over 23 years as both an engineer and IT Manager. In that 
time, I’ve traveled throughout the China, Japan, South Korea, Europe, India, and the 
Nordic region. 

 


