
The Garreston School District 49-4 resolves not to discriminate against anyone because of race, sex, creed, color, national origin, or disability.  Persons seeking information 
or having complaints may contact Mr. Chris Long, MS/HS Principal, Garretson Schools, P.O. Box C, Garretson, SD  57030, Phone 594-3451, or contact Regional Director, 
Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Dept. of Education, One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, MO  64106 Telephone: 
(816)268-0550; FAX: (816)268-0599; Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov.

SCHOOL BOARD
Shannon Nordstrom, Pres. * Kari Flanagan,VP 
Rachel Hanisch   *  Tony Martens   *   Ruth Sarar

ADMINISTRATION
Guy Johnson, Superintendent 594-3451 ext.300
Chris Long, MS/HS Principal 594-3452 ext. 302 
Teresa Johnson, Elem. Principal 594-3453 ext. 303

MEETINGS
The Board of Education meets the second Monday 
of every month in the Library.  All regular meetings 
begin at 5:45 p.m.  Agendas are available in the 
Superintendent’s office on the Friday before any 
meeting. The Garretson Gazette publishes the 
minutes of each meeting.       
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Happy Holidays from the Garretson School District!
submitted by Mr. Guy Johnson, Supt.

We, at the Garretson School District wish all of you a Merry Christmas and Happy Holiday season! 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to come to the Garretson MS/HS Christmas concert! It is 
fantastic to see the support of our community for our students who put so much time and effort into 
creating a wonderful show. Kudos to Mr. Sittig and Mrs. Brown for their leadership in the arts!

We also want to celebrate the accomplishments of some of our other staff this holiday season! The 
Garretson School District now has two Nationally Board Certified teachers on Staff. Congratulations to 
Mrs. Kelsey Buchholz, who earned her certification this fall. Mrs. Buchholz teaches English / Language 
Arts in the High School. She is well known amongst our students as a teacher who challenges them to 
be their best. She models life-long learning for her students not only by earning her Master’s degree in 
education, but also by submitting to the rigors of the National Certification process. Her students and 
colleagues know she is both a learner and a leader. Mrs. B makes a difference in our school on a daily 
basis.

Mrs. Buchholz joins Miss Jodi Neugebauer and approximately 110 other SD educators who have 
endeavored to earn the National certification. The process is rigorous, and requires teachers to study, 
discuss, learn about and reflect on effective practice in the classroom. Teachers also must demonstrate 
that they not only “know their stuff,” but also that they are actively adjusting what they do in the 
classroom based on their students and their response to the classroom work. Both of these teachers 
have demonstrated the highest level of commitment to the students they serve, and we are proud to 
have them on our staff!

As always, this time of year, we, at the Garretson School District, wish all of our students, staff and 
community members the happiest of holidays! We look forward to the new year!

Reading Over Winter Break
submitted by Mrs. Liz Ethreim & Mr. Francis Ruml

      As teachers, we can’t stress enough about the importance of reading and reading 
outside of school! We understand it’s hard for students to find the time to read books or 
other materials for fun, but winter break is the perfect time to catch up on some reading you 
haven’t been able to do these past few months. So over the winter break pick up a book 
and read! It will not only help you become a better reader but also a better writer!

Middle School Social Studies
submitted by Mr. Tony Johnson

In U.S. History, the eighth graders have been doing a lot of map work, showing the changing and 
expanding United States. Meanwhile, they've also been learning about different ideas of how the new, 
growing country should be governed. 

In World Geography, the seventh graders recently wrapped up a unit about Latin America before moving 
the tour to Europe. The students have been extra interested in post-
World War II Europe and how Europe's political boundaries have 
changed since the Cold War. 

In World History, the sixth graders have been learning about Ancient 
Greece and Rome, along with many of the inventions and innovations 
that came from them. Some of them look pretty familiar today!



Garretson School District Student 
Educational Records Destruction Notice

The Garretson School District will be making room in their educational filing 
system this year by destroying old special education records. It is Garretson 
School District’s policy to hold onto special education records and files for 7 
years past a student’s anticipated graduation date. Therefore, all educational 
files of students who did or would have graduated in 2011 or earlier and 
attended Garretson School District during all or part of their public education 
experience will be destroyed after January 31, 2019. Any person wishing 
to request their special educuation records from Garretson School District 
instead of allowing them to be destroyed 
should contact Garretson School District 
prior to January 31, 2019.

505 2nd Street
Garretson, SD 57030
Phone: 605-594-3451  Fax: 605-594-3443

First Grade is...
 submitted by Mrs. Samantha Bruns & Ms. Julie Hersom

Just ready for 2019

Always practicing addition and subtraction to 20

New spelling words every week

Understanding fantasy and reality stories

Animals and habitats coming soon

Reading new books every day

Yearning for new phonics rules to learn

School Closing due to 
Inclement Weather

Listen to radio stations KELO, KTWB, KKLS, 
KXRB, KIKN, KSOO, or TV stations KELO, 
KSFY or KDLT for school announcements 
concerning late starts, early dismissals or no 
school due to weather.  A school message will 
also be sent out via phone call, text and email.  
Please don’t call the school as the phone lines 
need to be kept open to make these 
calls.  We will try to make these 
before 7:00 a.m. if possible.  The 
safety of our students, staff and 
bus drivers is our number one 
concern.

http://cdn.myschoolmenus.com/instance/
2054363/district/21.html

http://cdn.myschoolmenus.com/instance/2054363/district/21.html
http://cdn.myschoolmenus.com/instance/2054363/district/21.html


NOTEworthy News
submitted by Mrs. Erika Brown

Elementary music Students gave an excellent program and performed well at the Christmas concert! 
In the new semester, we are focusing on composing our own rhythms and choosing what instruments 
to use to play our compositions. We will also be looking at instruments and their families.

Middle School music Music students have just completed a busy time of performance and will be 
moving into looking at some new music to begin preparing for upcoming concerts. 
Middle School students will be starting a project that involves making musical choices 
to promote a product.

High School music  After finishing out a busy holiday performance time, high school 
musicians will begin making choices for new music for concerts and competition. 
High school is growing in understanding of note reading and finding ways to make 
personal and group choices for musical expression.

Notes from Middle School Language Arts
submitted by Mrs. Kari Stoltenberg

The month of December was spent on a variety of topics and skill sets. Although we try to tie everything 
we do into our writing, there has to be some basic understanding of parts-of-speech, grammar, and 
punctuation first. So the 6th and 7th graders ended units on nouns, pronouns, and adjectives. One 
of the activities they really enjoyed was called ABC Adjectives. Students tried to find unique, original 
adjectives that no one else in the class had. They finished up the unit with a project of their choice in 
which they displayed their knowledge of the said parts-of-speech. Many chose to create a “Grammar 
Scrapbook” using their iPads, family pictures, and lots of creativity. I just love to go through these and 
see so many wonderful family pictures of activities, vacations, and celebrations. It’s truly a time for 
students to share memories and what they’re proud of.

The 8th graders also put their writing 
skills to the test as they learned the 
process of argumentative writing. 
They were able to choose their own 
topic or go with one that we discussed 
in class. Their essay included a 
statement or claim about what they 
were presenting, adequate evidence & 
support, a counterclaim followed by a 
rebuttal, and a conclusion. For some 
that chose their own topic, it gives me 
insight into what individual students 
are interested in, which is important 
for use during future discussions and 
learning options, and also just lets me 
know a little more about each student. 
The 8th graders will soon be choosing 
topics to use for their formal research 
project. This project is a culmination of 
many writing skills that they’ve learned 
throughout middle school.

8th graders hold “Grammar Court” in Language Arts class



High School Math
submitted by Mr. Jason Bohl

Algebra I:  The Freshman are in the middle of a chapter dealing with functions.  They are learning that 
the value of one variable may be determined by the value of another variable.  Those relationships may 
be represented using words, tables, equations, sets of ordered pairs, and graphs.

Algebra II:  The Algebra II students are finishing up a Chapter dealing with rational functions.  They 
are extending their previous knowledge of polynomial functions to rational functions.  Students will be 
able to identify the key features of the graphs of rational functions and learn methods of solving rational 
equations.

Geometry:  The Geometry students have just begun a chapter dealing with quadrilaterals and other 
polygons.  They are learning the rules of interior and exterior angles of polygons and how to arrive at 
those measures.  The rest of the chapter focuses on quadrilaterals, examining properties of kites and 
trapezoids, and then the properties and conditions of parallelograms and special parallelograms.

If your student needs extra help in math, encourage them to come and see me during ICU or else early 
before school.  Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

High School English
submitted by Mr. Tim Hughes

Hello everyone! 

The juniors are about to embark on Arthur Miller's classic play, The Crucible. Before reading the 
play, students will be learning about the Puritan's, their faith, practices and societal order to gain an 
understanding of the time period. The students will learn about the characters and how these real life 
people were portrayed in the play. Finally, students will have the opportunity to pick the character they'd 
like to play during the reading.

This play requires students to travel back in time and see things through the eyes of a small group of 
people who's lives are transfixed on "doing the right thing" and how that becomes lost when "doing the 
right thing" isn't the popular thing to do. Betrayal, intrigue, loyalty, character evolution and righteousness 
are all on display as the characters come to life through the students 
that portray them.

We will also begin working on our semester projects this quarter. This 
project represents their semester test grade, in lieu of having a semester 
test. Students will rely on technology, research, cooperative skills and 
individual determination to put together their semester project. 

Can't believe we've arrived at this point, but we're looking forward to 
the second half of the school year!



High School English
submitted by Mrs. Kelsey Buchholz

 Two quarters have already flown by. I know a few students are nervous about taking the semester 
test after break but I have reassured them that it will be fine. I have told them, “If you forget it over the 
two week break, then you probably didn’t truly learn it in the first place.” They all seem to agree with 
that statement but are glad that we get a little bit of review time as well. This first semester has seemed 
come and go without anyone realizing it.

AP
 We have covered a variety of novels including The Great Gatsby, 1984, Macbeth, and a choice book 
from the following: Things Fall Apart, Brave New World, and Beloved. Students also have read a variety 
of short stories, completed a research paper, and practice sections of the AP test in preparation for their 
own at the beginning of May. They will do just fine.
 This semester we will tackle more novels, introduce an analysis of poetry (cue the scary music), and 
continue to refine our examination of literature and have that properly be reflected in our writing.

BRIT LIT
 We have been working our way through major time period of British Literature including the Anglo 
Saxon Early Ages (Beowulf), the Middle Ages (Canterbury Tales), and the Renaissance (poetry). As we 
wrap up our poetry section we are staying in the Renaissance time period just a bit longer as we are 
going to venture back into Shakespeare, reading Macbeth. After that we get into more of a contemporary 
feel of British Literature looking at the following possible stories: The Hobbit, Animal Farm, The Lord of 
the Flies, Murder on the Orient Express, and Gulliver’s Travels. Interspersed through last semester and 
this one, are bits of writing both informative and persuasive.

ENGLISH II
 The sophomores have done a little bit of everything this first semester. They focused on short 
stories, have hammered down simple, compound, complex sentences as well as a few other writing 
techniques, worked on researching and writing, and have hopefully had a little bit of fun in the process. 
We are wrapping up our first research paper working with Mr. Furness on endangered species. We will 
transition into our own papers later in second semester.

SPEECH
 The students that are in my class for the first two weeks of January are practically expert speakers 
by now. They have their final persuasive speech and that is it. It has been a very fun-filled journey 
over the past 18 weeks. I look forward to doing it all again as the other half of the sophomore class 
transitions in at semester break.

JOURNALISM
 The four students that were enrolled for the Fall Semester have done a FABULOUS job with this 
year’s paper. They have really taken ownership of it and sometimes I feel that all I am good for is 
sending it out. Students continue to rotate through different beats: 
local/school news, sports, global/national, entertainment/weather/
editorial, and broadcasting.

 Half the year down, half to go. I don’t know if it is only half 
or already half…maybe I’m just picking apart the word choice. 
Either way it has been fantastic, challenging, stressful, a learning 
experience, all of the above and I’m sure the second semester 
will be just the same.



submitted by Mrs. Karla Godbey, Title I



Spelling Bee

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball at Home 
vs Tea

5:00 Wrestling 
Triangular at Dell 
Rapids

Winter Break
NO SCHOOL

Semester Tests 
January 8th-11th

Bookmobile
Senior NCRC Testing

4:00 C Boys Basketball 
at West Central 

5:45 JV Boys 
Basketball at West 
Central

8:00 V Boys Basketball 
at West Central

End of thE first 
sEmEstEr

4:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at Baltic

10:00 Tri-Valley 
Wrestling Tournament at 
Tri-Valley

9:00/10:00 JH Boys 
Basketball Big East 
Conference Tournament 
at Volga 

JV/Varsity Basketball at 
Luverne:

3:00 Varsity Girls
3:00 JV Boys
4:30 JV Girls
4:30 Varsity Boys

 

4:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at Home 
vs. Dell Rapids 

Basketball Double 
Header at Home vs. 

Vermillion:
4:00 C Girls & Boys 
5:00 JV Girls & Boys
6:30 Varsity Girls
8:00 Varsity Boys 

9:00/10:00 JH 
Girls Basketball Big 
East Conference 
Tournament at 
Volga

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball 
at Home vs. 
Flandreau

6:15 JV-V 
Boys Basketball 
at Home vs. 
Flandreau

5:00 Wrestling 
Triangular at Sioux 
Falls Lincoln 

4:30 JH Boys 
Basketball at West 
Central 

6:00 Varsity Girls 
Basketball Big 
East Conference 
Tournament at 
Baltic/McCook 
Central 

6:00 Varsity Girls 
Basketball Big 
East Conference 
Tournament at 
Baltic/McCook 
Central 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday SaturdayThursday

5:00 Wrestling 
Quad at Home 
Parents Night 

HS Solo Ensemble 
Contest at 
Augustana

HS Quad State Honor 
Band @ USD

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball at Home 
vs Dell Rapids St. 
Mary’s

6:15 JV/V Boys 
Basketball at Home 
vs Dell Rapids St. 
Mary’s

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 3130

6:00 Varsity Boys 
Basketball Big East 
Tournament at 
Home

6:00 Varsity Boys 
Basketball Big 
East Tournament 
at Home or 
Beresford 

9:00 Wrestling: 
Dan Pansch-Jesse 
James Tournament 
at Brandon

2:00/5:00 Varsity 
Boys Basketball Big 
East Tournament at 
Chester
  

4:30 JH-JV Wrestling 
at Dell Rapids  

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball at Dell 
Rapids

4:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at 
Flandreau

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball at Home 
vs Canton

6:15 JV/V Girls 
Basketball at 
Flandreau

6:00 Wrestling Dual 
at Luverne

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day

NO SCHOOL
Staff InServIce

10:00 Wrestling 
Tournament at Wagner

2:00/5:00 Varsity 
Girls Basketball Big 
East Conference 
Tournament at 
Flandreau

BUS ROUTES 
REVERSE

4:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at Tri-
Valley

5:45 School Board          
Meeting

6:45 PTO Meeting

1:30 EARLY 
DISMISSAL: 
Teacher Inservice 

Winter Break
NO SCHOOL

Girls Basketball at 
Home vs McCook 

Central:
4:00 Junior High
4:00 C Team
5:00 Junior Varsity
6:30 Varsity 

     

 
 Check Out Our Website at  
  Garretson.k12.SD.US for 

   News, Upcoming Events, Schedule 
Changes and Much More!

        

     

 

        


