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Good afternoon, 
 
This has been quite a busy and very exciting week.   On  
Wednesday we, along with our partners from Proctors and  
SUNY Schenectady, held a ribbon cutting ceremony in 
celebration of the inaugural phase of our “City as Our  
Campus” initiative.  This was a fantastic afternoon as we  
gathered outside Proctors, which will be one of the two  
new Schenectady High School Leadership Communities 
being launched in the fall.  We also announced that Chris  
Chank has been selected to serve as the cohort principal.   
As a member of the secondary school redesign committee, 
he expressed excitement about this work and opportunity.   
After the ribbon cutting, we walked across the street to  
SUNY Schenectady’s Center City Campus.  There is much  
excitement about what is to come. 
 
With the city as our campus and working as partners with 
the community, we are opening doors and providing  
educational adventures, new opportunities, and exciting  
pathways for our students to learn, engage and enjoy.  I  
am grateful to Philip Morris and the team at Proctors and 
Dr. Moono and the team at SUNY Schenectady for their  
enthusiasm and collaboration as we break down the traditional classroom walls and expand our 
campus to downtown.  This is just the beginning.   It’s the springboard for what opportunity, 
access, equity, and education will look like in Schenectady.   
 
I want to recognize and thank Emelyn Alejandra Martinez, a graduate of Schenectady High School 
and a 2022 graduate of SUNY Schenectady, who spoke at the ribbon cutting.  Emelyn spoke about 
how, as a child of immigrant parents and a first-generation college student, she was insecure 
about going to college.  She continued to say that the Smart Transfer Program at SUNY 
Schenectady provided her with the support she needed to stay on an educational path for 
success.  Emelyn not only attended the program at SUNY Schenectady but is now set to attend 
NYU next year, what she referred to as her “dream school.”  She is also comfortable speaking 
publicly which is something she said she never imagined.   Emelyn is quite an impressive young 
woman with an inspiring story.  There is no doubt in my mind that she will make a difference in 
the world.   
 
Last night, more than 80 Schenectady community organizations and agencies joined us to learn 
about community schools and how they can partner with us in this work.  It was incredible to see 
leaders from so many different sectors and corners of our community who are not only interested 
but are willing to commit to partnering with us to build community schools.   To learn more about 
what a community school is, watch this short video.  A collaborative community-wide approach 
serves to remove barriers and provides accessibility to resources and supports that our students 
and families need from health, food, clothing, well-being and childcare to transportation, social 
service and legal support.   If we want to transform our education system so that all students are 
successful, we can’t work in isolation.  These community conversations are the first steps toward 
building school communities that will help our students, families and the community thrive.  As 
our next step, we are forming an advisory council which will include members from throughout 
the community.  This group will design the approach and roadmap moving forward with an eye on 
having some community school supports in place by fall.            Continued on Page 2                                                                                             

 

 

 

Emelyn Martinez, an SHS graduate 
and 2022 SUNY Schenectady graduate 
spoke  at the “City As Our Campus” 
ribbon cutting ceremony about the 
support she received as a student in 
the Smart Transfer Program. 

 

Watch our video coverage of the event here. 

 
CITY AS OUR CAMPUS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDEqsWFOQU0
https://youtu.be/hqtQTgp_p0E


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT DANCE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continued from Page 1 

 
Wednesday evening was  
Ann Reilly’s last meeting as a  
board member.  Board President 
Cathy Lewis read a resolution  
recognizing Ms. Reilly and  
presented her with a plaque.   
Ms. Reilly, who has served on the 
board since 2010, is a passionate 
advocate for our students, staff,  
district, and the Schenectady community.  It is clear by the outpouring 
of gratitude that she will be missed.  Please join me in thanking  
Ms. Reilly for her service, dedication, and care for our students.   
We wish her the best.  
 
There is no school on Monday, June 20 in observance of 
Juneteenth.  Please take time to reflect on the significance of  
this holiday which marks the day when federal troops arrived in  
Galveston Texas in 1865 to ensure that all enslaved people are freed. 
I hope you will consider attending an event in the community that  
recognizes and honors the end of slavery in the U.S.  Our district will  
be participating at the Hamilton Hill Arts Center  
Juneteenth Celebration which starts tonight and runs through Sunday 
with events at Vale Cemetery, Central Park, and Sankofa Sculpture  
Park.  Look for our district representatives on Saturday at Central Park 
starting at 1 p.m.   
 
I wish to extend a congratulations to all our seniors who were  
presented with awards at the Schenectady High School Senior 
Award Ceremony.   Only one week until the big day!  I’m excited and look forward to 
attending my first Schenectady graduation and celebrating this significant milestone 
with the Class of 2022. 
 
Next week is the final four days of the school year.   We will share photos from 
graduation and end of the year celebrations and moving up ceremonies in my brief next 
week.     
 
Reminder:  Wednesday and Thursday are half days of school.    
 
Have a great weekend.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
Anibal Soler, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

On Thursday evening the district held a kick-off event for our 
CommUNITY Schools initiative. More than 80 community members 
and organizations attended and held an open conversation about 
how we can all work together to help Schenectady Rise. For more 
information about our initiative watch this video on our YouTube 
channel. 

 
 

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

 

 

 

Our Schenectady Schools app has been live 
for just over a week. If you haven't 
downloaded yet you can search the Apple 
or Google Play App store and search 
Schenectady Schools to find it. Once you've 
downloaded the app, use this guide to set 
notifications for your students' school. 

 
 

SETTING YOUR NOTIFICATIONS ON OUR APP 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2180742/Juneteenth.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2180742/Juneteenth.pdf
https://youtu.be/TDEqsWFOQU0
https://youtu.be/TDEqsWFOQU0
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2180742/Juneteenth.pdf


 

 
     

 

PROTOCOL CHART 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

This week's featured alumnae, Jessica Marley, is a SHS Class of 1998 graduate and an ELA teacher at SCLA. She credits connections she made while 
attending SHS with helping her achieve during her high school career. 
 
"My high school experience wasn’t the best, I graduated in the bottom of my class and had to attend summer school in both my tenth and senior years. 
High school was not easy for me but I’m so proud of the person I am today. The growth and support I received from my English teacher, Mrs. Day, 
always stuck with me. Mrs. Day saw me for me and not my flaws, she knew I was so much more than what I was going through, and I carry that with me 
each time a student comes into the class." 
#SCSDAlumni 

                                                                                               Tell us about yourself.   If you are a graduate of Schenectady Schools, we would love                                                                                        
                                                                                              to feature you in an alumni profile.  To share your information, click here.  
Did you graduate from Schenectady Schools? 

 

Our students have work in the 33rd Annual 
Capital Region BOCES Art Show. 

 

 

 

All students are advised to speak with their counselor concerning course recommendations.  
 
REGISTRATION (Online and In-Person Registration) 
June 15th – June 28th – Online Registration: https://forms.gle/TSbcV5nvbVU3rHYs8 

In-Person Registration will be held at Schenectady High School in the Guidance Office on 
Monday June 27th from  12:00 — 3:00 p.m. and Tuesday June 28th 
9:00 a.m.—12:00 pm.  Please enter the Flag Pole Entrance off of The Plaza (Door 1) 

 

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER SCHOOL SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION 

http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/f-%20layered%20mitigation.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScV4u90w7JlyIIzLcF0K0S6-Y_v4ROGbmhdBDsr-d5paIH_ew/viewform
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSeKxRAmyLsJt23fwkc52U2jHL4-yFEHTvIJ6llrB5gz-tuAsKRSBOemU3MnnLmak5h454WgeXWSIQK/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g9c87e2204e_0_1
https://www.schenectadyschools.org/o/shs/page/2022-high-school-summer-school
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfd32lOj8pPbaiadOh3j2gx-kkkro7QGXPqfaZfE0-ayjOTrA/viewform
https://www.schenectadyschools.org/o/shs/page/2022-high-school-summer-school


  
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Here is the report on COVID-19 positive cases for the period 
June 10 – June 17 (8 a.m.) 
 

Total of 7 cases 
4 Staff   |  3 Students 
 

• Howe:  1 

• Central Park:  1 

• Hamilton:  1 

• Howe:  1 

• Oneida:  1 

• Zoller:  1 

• WIEC:  1 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of illness or are waiting for 
COVID-19 test results, do not come to school or work.   You should 
instead do the following immediately: 
 
STAFF MEMBERS 
To better streamline communication with Lindsay Baroody, please 
follow the new guidelines AND self-report using this link when you 
have: 

• have tested positive 

• have COVID symptoms and need to test 

• have been directly exposed and need to quarantine 
 

STUDENTS 
Parents please keep your child home and contact your school 
nurse immediately. 

 

New York State School COVID Report Card  

COVID-19 
RESOURCES 

 

 

Students in Mr Kisseloff’s Social Inquiry Class at Central Park Middle School held a 
morning Voter Registration Drive three days this week. 

REGISTER TO VOTE 

 
 

 Students in Ms. Hunter’s Class at Lincoln had a fun week 
going to ViaAquarium and enjoying visitors from MiSci. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-ob-Co2Tir9TmcSJD2ML-FRGEofsXGcecDtYbGk2kn8aHMg/viewform
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://schenectadycsdny.sites.thrillshare.com/documents/covid-19-resources/327096
https://schenectadycsdny.sites.thrillshare.com/documents/covid-19-resources/327096


boces art show

 

 

 

Crystal DeMatteo's Kindergarten class at 
Zoller dressed to impress on Flag Day. 

 
 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

Mrs. Lencewicz's class at Mont Pleasant worked hard all year 
running a "Coffee Cart" cafe around the district offices and the 
hallways of Mont Pleasant. Once a week the students travel door to 
door in the school and sell fresh brewed coffee and homemade 
treats. The funds are saved all year and used for field trips and 
experiences for the students. Last week, the class visited the 
trampoline park.  They had a great time. They plan to take  one 
more trip before school ends. Thank you for supporting the "Coffee 
Cart"! 

 

 

Zoller 5th graders enjoyed Kona Ice Truck as part of their week-long 5th 
grade moving up celebrations. 

 

 

 

Farm to School began installing additional school gardens at Yates, King, and 
Oneida.  The Oneida 6th graders helped put together garden beds by filling and 
soiling them and getting them planted with seedlings donated by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, Roots and Wisdom Farm, and Schenectady Urban 
Farms.  We are expanding and planting at other school sites as well.  If you 
want to get involved with your school garden, reach out to Rebekka 
Henriksen, Farm to School Project Manager.  Thank you to Schenectady 
County farmer Mike Nally for delivering topsoil on a very hot morning 

 

     

FARM TO SCHOOL 

mailto:henriksenr@schenectady.k12.nyus
mailto:henriksenr@schenectady.k12.nyus
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460


  

 
 
 
Congratulations to the following.  For those who are new to our district, welcome! 

 
Administration 
Rebecca Devries, Director of K-12 School Counseling 
Christi Ferri, Assistant Principal, Paige 
Lisa Meade, Assistant Director of Special Education 
Emily Tashjian, Coordinator of Student Support Services 
Laurie Timmis, Principal, Lincoln 
Meghan Widrick, Assistant Director of Special Education 
 
Instructional 
Ashley Cohen, Speech and Language Disabilities 
Camryn Foley, English 
Katie Hunter, Elementary, Yates 
Christina MacFarlane, Science, Schenectady HS 
Ernesto Molina, Visual Arts, Mont Pleasant 
Jessica Nikodem, School Counseling and Guidance 
Oema Rambharose, ESL, Pleasant Valley 
Mamudu Wally, Mathematics 
 

WELCOME TO SCHENECTADY 

 
Operations and Maintenance 
MaryAnn Armour, Cleaner, Hamilton 
Tina Civitello, Maintenance, Grounds and Courier 
Assistant 
 
Security Monitors 
Matthew Gardner, King 
Michael Houseknect, Schenectady HS 
Sami Kassim, Schenectady HS 
Jeremy Ostrander, Schenectady HS 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF APPOINTMENTS 

Shannon Tahoe was named Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources and 
Professional Development.  She will begin in 
the district on August 15.   
READ ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Brian Dengler was named Chief of 
Facilities and Operations.  He will begin 
in the district on July 18.   
READ ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Dennis Green was named Principal of 
Schenectady High School.  His appointment is 
effective July 1.  
READ ANNOUCEMENT  

Laurie Timmis was named Principal of 
Lincoln Elementary School.  Her 
appointment is effective July 1. 
READ ANNOUNCEMENT 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
 
 

      
WWW.SCHENECTADYSCHOOLS.ORG 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2177292/Announcement_-_Shannon_Tahoe.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2177298/Announcement_Brian_Dengler_-_Facilities.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2177304/Announcement_Dennis_Green_Principal_061622.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2760/SCSD/2177305/Announcement_Timmis_-_Principal_-_061622.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460

