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Good afternoon and happy Friday,  
 
I hope everyone is having a good week.  There has been much going on across the district and I’m excited to 
share some updates. 
 
At the board of education meeting this week, members of the Secondary School Redesign Team, led by  
Deputy Superintendent Lynne Rutnik, provided an update on their work along with an exciting phased   
approach with some changes beginning in the fall.   The outlined goals include creating equitable learning 
opportunities and experiences for middle school students and ensuring every student graduates from high 
school prepared for college, career, or military.    The work of this committee began in January and was guided 
by a steering committee.  Throughout the process, input, and feedback was considered from all stakeholder 
groups including current and incoming high school students.  This information was considered and helped 
shape the plan including phase one implementation for the next school year. 
 
Effective in the fall, the first phase of Schenectady High School Leadership Communities will be established 
including one called the “Freshmen Leadership Academy.” All incoming freshmen will be enrolled, and it will  
be located at the Schenectady High School campus.  The focus is on creating a community of the Class of 2026 
and setting the newest high schoolers up for success. 
 
In addition to the freshmen academy, through a phased approach over the next few years, the high school  
will offer other leadership communities such as:   visual performing arts; STEM; business,  
marketing entrepreneurs; humanities, communication, and advocacy; distance learning.    Thanks to strong 
partnerships with Proctors and SUNY Schenectady, our high school campus will expand to other locations 
within the city.   Also in phase one, beginning in fall 2022, 25 students enrolled in the performing arts  
leadership academy will attend classes each day at Proctor’s Theatre.  The Early College Smart Transfer 
Program at SUNY Schenectady will be expanded to include sixty-four freshmen and 24 sophomores who will 
attend class at SUNY Schenectady’s Center City location.  Forty-six juniors and seniors will also attend the 
program at the college.   The leadership academies will be staffed with on-site administrative and counseling 
support.  
 
We are extremely excited about “The City as Our Campus” and will be holding a ribbon cutting ceremony 
downtown on June 15.   This is a first step toward reimaging education for our students and community.  We 
will be looking to partner with others in the community and expanding our campus to other locations 
throughout the city in 2023-2024 and beyond.  
 
Counselors at the high school will provide support, review the programs and coursework, and work with 
students as they make their leadership community selections.  No one is locked into an academy.  Students  
will be able to change course, if they choose, without consequence.    
 
In the fall, all our middle schools will have the same schedule, courses and electives and access to systems  
of support including new social emotional learning curriculum and AVID.  The 8-period middle school schedule 
includes AVID for all 6th graders.   AVID is a program that helps students develop skills, such as organization, 
study, teamwork, and critical thinking.  It provides support to students and prepares them to be successful 
 in school and ready for college or career programs.  
 
We will be holding sessions, sharing information, and working with staff, students, and parents.   
 
We are also kicking off our community schools initiative soon.  We will be holding our first informational 
meeting with our community partners to discuss how we can work together to support and strengthen our 
schools and community.  We will be forming a community advisory group, led by Dr. Cotto, to guide this work. 

 
I had the pleasure of attending the Washington Irving Adult Education diploma ceremony last night.  It took 
hard work, commitment, and determination for the 37 adult learners to earn their diploma.  Many  have  
faced obstacles in their lives.  Overcoming challenge to get to this accomplishment is huge as earning this 
diploma will open doors for these adults. They should be very proud.  The ceremony was exciting and 
resembled that of a graduation.  It was a fun evening and I congratulate the diploma recipients on this 
accomplishment.                                                                                                                 Continued on Page 2 

 

 
 

 

 

On Thursday evening, graduates of 
Washington Irving Education Center's 
GED program walked across the SHS stage 
to receive their diploma. This year's class 
included 37 graduates. Watch a portion of 
Superintendent Soler's commencement 
speech here. View a photo gallery of the 
event on our Facebook Page. 

 

Thursday morning was Paige 
Elementary's Boys Celebration 
Assembly! 🌟 This presentation 
focused on male empowerment, 
positivity, resiliency, and 
courage.  Presenters included: 
Superintendent Soler, Dr Shaun Mason, 
Mr. Joe DiCaprio and Mr. DiCaprio’s 
father, Mr. Richard DiCaprio, a former 
Schenectady Police and D.A.R.E. Officer. 

 

Paige Boys Assembly 

Picture of the Week 

https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/schenectady/Board.nsf/files/CEYSCR711275/$file/BoE%20Presentation-%20Secondary%20Redesign.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IbLbecABH9B3EpEXgJCNFRs_Ftqi97-n/edit
https://twitter.com/SCSchools/status/1532493151151312927?s=20&t=pvdgEqdQ9mY9TaoNQrmPng
https://twitter.com/SCSchools/status/1532493151151312927?s=20&t=pvdgEqdQ9mY9TaoNQrmPng
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict/posts/pfbid0z6eKuLrQDEsFbqENoMcXrsTdJ2L55df3fiLikYTEm2FzqtxAGCsrtP1dTXpR6bS7l?notif_id=1654267115831626&notif_t=page_post_reaction&ref=notif


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT DANCE 

SHS PARENT NIGHT 

 

CULTURAL FUSION NIGHT AT MONT PLEASANT 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 
Lauren Coffey, a registered dietician from St. Peter’s Wellness 
Committee, taught a farm to school nutrition pilot to the three first 
grade classes at Zoller earlier this week.  The lesson focused on a crop 
of sweet peas growing in the school garden which the students will 
help harvest next week.   
 
Students enjoyed a story about a “Runaway Pea,” sampled some 
frozen peas, used green playdough and actual pea seeds to make 
their own pea pods and sweet peas, and helped make a sweet pea 
hummus which they tasted with some fresh veggies.  They also 
touched and studied and actual pea plant, roots, and all.   
 
According to Rebekka Henriksen, farm to school project manager, the 
students were highly engaged, and the majority gave a thumbs up to 
the hummus they made.  First graders just finished their plant growth 
unit, so this was a wonderful hands-on reinforcement. 
 

 

 

Farm to School Nutrition Pilot Lesson 

 
PRE-K REGISTRATION

We still have open seats and 
are accepting applications for 
PreK (students who will be 4-
years-old on or before Dec. 
1). 
 
You can complete the online 
application or pick up a paper 
copy at schools or central 
office. 
 
If you have questions or need 
help with the application, call 
518-881-3405. 
 

PRE-K REGISTRATION 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Congratulations to the Schenectady High School students and staff for presenting a phenomenal IB 
Showcase earlier this week.  Our students are truly amazing and inspiring. There were science 
experiments, coding, farm eggs, environmental presentations in Spanish, student-written poems, and 
so much more.  Great work.  

 
Next week is an exciting week.  We will launch our new district website and mobile app on 
Wednesday.  Our new web address will be schenectadyschools.org.   We will be posting and sending 
information out about how to download the app and how you can stay connected with everything 
Schenectady Schools in your pocket.  Watch for more information next week. 
 
It’s hard to believe it’s June with just three weeks left of school.   This is my favorite time of the school 
year.  I love attending all the end of the year school events and celebrations.  It’s exciting to hear the 
kids and staff reminisce and tell stories.   We hear from our seniors…what they loved about school, 
what they will miss and what they won’t.  They share how they are excited to go to college, travel, or 
work.  And most important, in June. our senior’s graduate.   This is the day we work toward.  It’s what 
we are all about.   
 
Reminders:  There is no school on June 20 in observance of Juneteenth.  Wednesday, June 22 and 
Thursday, June 23 are both half days of schools for elementary and middle school students.  The SHS 
Class of 2022 Graduation will be held on Friday, June 24. 
 
I wish you a relaxing and fun-filled weekend.  The weather looks promising with a forecast of sunshine 
and warm temperatures.  Sounds like it might be a great weekend to unplug and get outdoors. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anibal Soler, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

https://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=21509025
https://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=21509937
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTF3g1US7VGFHa_GBeXD36RZFpd4pTVfJsGGbqcZmJZrNfNw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTF3g1US7VGFHa_GBeXD36RZFpd4pTVfJsGGbqcZmJZrNfNw/viewform
https://photos.app.goo.gl/wKv9LTkEFushYMG4A


 

 
     

 

PROTOCOL CHART 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

This week's featured alumnae, Meralys Collazo, is a 2012 graduate of Schenectady High School, who works as a restorative practice 
specialist in the district. Meralys was inspired to work with students after her own positive experiences at Schenectady High School.  
 
"The best part of high school for me were two programs in particular:  the Peer Mediation Program and Schenectady Embraces Diversity. 
These two programs were a vital part in molding me into the woman I am today. I love what I do every single day. I hope to make change, 
demonstrate love and support through restorative practices."  #SCSDAlumni 

 

                                                                                              Tell us about yourself.   If you are a graduate of Schenectady Schools, we would love                                                                                        
                                                                                              to feature you in an alumni profile.  To share your information, click here.  
Did you graduate from Schenectady Schools? 

 

 

 Our Co-Ed basketball clinic for grades 3-8 tipped off on 
Thursday. The clinic is hosted by our own coaches and 
varsity players, as well as CDYBL coaches. 
 
TRACK AND FIELD NOTE 
Congratulations to Damire Smith who qualified for States in 
the long jump. 
 

SPORTS UPDATES 

http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/COVID%20PROTOCOLS/f-%20layered%20mitigation.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScV4u90w7JlyIIzLcF0K0S6-Y_v4ROGbmhdBDsr-d5paIH_ew/viewform


  
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Here is the report on COVID-19 positive cases for the period 
May 26 – June 3 (8 a.m.) 
 

Total of 27 cases 
14 Staff   |  13  Students 
 

• Central Park: 1 

• Hamilton:  2 

• Howe:  2 

• Keane: 2 

• King:  2 

• Oneida:  1 

• Paige:  1 

• Pleasant Valley:  1 

• SCLA:  1 

• Schenectady High School: 8 

• Van Corlaer:  2 

• Washington Irving:  1 
• Woodlawn:  1 

• Yates:  1 

• Zoller:  1 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of illness or are waiting for 
COVID-19 test results, do not come to school or work.   You should 
instead do the following immediately: 
 
STAFF MEMBERS 
To better streamline communication with Lindsay Baroody, please 
follow the new guidelines AND self-report using this link when you 
have: 

• have tested positive 

• have COVID symptoms and need to test 

• have been directly exposed and need to quarantine 
 

STUDENTS 
Parents please keep your child home and contact your school 
nurse immediately. 

 

New York State School COVID Report Card  

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS 

Schenectady County continues to offer free COVID-19 
vaccinations at a variety of locations throughout the 
month.  All PODS are open to walk-ins.  The schedule 
is available here. 
 
New York State Vaccination Schedule 
 

Please continue to watch for 
COVID-19 news and updates. 

COVID TESTING 

VACCINATION RESOURCES 

All you need to know about COVID-19 Vaccine and 
Children     English    Spanish 
 
10 Questions about the COVID-19 Vaccine Answered 
Here 

 

FREE TEST KITS FROM COVIDTESTS.GOV 

Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free at-home 
COVID-tests.  Order them now here.  
 

FREE TESTING SITE 

To make an appointment at the Schenectady County 
Public Health testing site located at Ellis McClellan 
Campus (600 McClellan St.), click here.  

 

C O V I D – 1 9   R E S O U R C E S 

• Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
 

• New York State Department of Health 
 

• Schenectady County Public Health 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS  

 

     

ATHLETE VACCINATION NOTE 
Only athletes who participate in 
high-risk sports are required to 
be vaccinated for COVID-19.  
This change was approved by 
the board of education on April 
6 and is in accordance with the 
Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) and the New York State 
Department of Health 
(NYSDOH).  The change goes 
into effect immediately.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-ob-Co2Tir9TmcSJD2ML-FRGEofsXGcecDtYbGk2kn8aHMg/viewform
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19/vaccine
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/COVID-19/10%20Questions%20for%20Children%20approved.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/2021-2022/(Spanish)%20Why%20should%20my%20child%20receive%20the%20COVID-19%20vaccine.pdf
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/File/COVID-19/Top%2010%20Concerns%20about%20the%20COVID%20.pdf
https://www.covidtests.gov/
https://app.squarespacescheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=24841628&calendarID=6358758
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.health.ny.gov/
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19
http://p12cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_412252/Image/COVID-19%20Toolkit/COVID-19%20Updated%20Guidance%20030322.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460


  

 WELCOME TO SCHENECTADY  

Instructional 
Elizabeth Ayers, Remedial Reading 
Jillian Cafaro, Special Education 
Hilary LaFountain, Library Media Specialist 
Kristina Shaw, Elementary 
Emily Tabor, Remedial Reading 
Gabrielle Tegiacchia English Language Arts 
Benjamin Valentine, Physical Education 
Kiersten Wylie, Remedial Reading 
 
Middle Managers Association 
Kayla Ambesi, Community School Coordinator 
Ryan Willliams, Community School Coordinator 
 
Safety Monitor, School Safety Officrs and Command Center Technicians 
Carmelo Robinson, School Safety Officer, SHS 
Vincent Jones, Security Monitor, Hamilton 
Marion Pagano, School Safety Command & Control Center Technician 
 
Paraprofessional 
Taniyah Cherry 
 
Lunch Monitor 
Vickey Vice 

Congratulations to the following who were appointed tenure at the 
June 1 Board of Education Meeting.  Tenure is an important moment 
in an educator’s career that deserves celebration.  It is an 
accomplishment that honors an educator’s hard work, competency, 
and dedication.    
 
Administrative 
Erika MacFarlane, Director of Intervention Services 
 
Instructional 
Dina Allen, Elementary 
Brian Anderson, Science 
Hillary Beck, Teaching Assistant 
Kristen Boyer, Special Education 
Susan Bruckmann, Foreign Language 
Catherine Butler, Foreign Language 
Zackery Butts, Special Education 
Victoria Candida, Social Studies 
Jac Cohn, Technology 
Samantha Dow, Special Education 
Jennifer Drake, Special Education 
Amy Egnaczyk, Elementary 
Natasha Ferguson, Elementary 
Eileen Fish, Special Education 
Kara Gillhooly, Elementary 
Lindy Gower, Art 
Heidi Harlow, Elementary 
Alexander Jacobsen, Science 
Lexi Klein, School Counselor 
Katherine Leupold, Elementary 
Sydney Lussier, Art 
Tyler Magyar, Elementary 
Pamela Mele, Special Education 
Oriana Miles, English 
Kimberly Minear, Elementary 
Gregory Nelson, Foreign Language 
Pietrina Orza, Mathematics 
Karon Ozols, School Psychologist 
Kristin Padula, Special Education 
Lindsay Reohr, Special Education 
Shannon Riddick, Special Education 
Sebesany Rios, Teaching Assistant 
Lyndy Sanger, Elementary 
Jhimly Sarkar, Science 
Kissair Savage, Teaching Assistant 
Andrea Shaver, Elementary 
Erica Simpson, Art 
Heather Wells, Elementary 
Christal Wheeler-Cleland, Remedial Reading 
Colleen Zando, Art 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON TENURE 

 

 

 

You are not alone if you’re feeling overwhelmed.  Text 
and discuss what’s weighing on you.   
 
We are partnering with the NYS Office of Mental Health Suicide 
Prevention Center of NY to promote a crisis text line called Got5.  The 
Got5 Crisis Text Line, provides free, 24/7 anonymous text-based 
support and crisis intervention.  
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WWW.SCHENECTADY.K12.NY.US 

  

 

     

 

 

OSAR Raises Pride Flag 

 

On the morning of June 1, in honor of the beginning of Pride Month, 
Oneida Students for Anti-Racism raised the pride flag outside of the 
school in a special ceremony. You can watch the full presentation on 
the Oneida Middle School Facebook Page or on the district's Instagram 
feed. 

 

 

 
On the Thursday before Memorial Day weekend, the SHS Class of 2022 
held a Field Day after dismissal.  There were sno-cones, pizza, games, a 
giant inflatable obstacle course, and a principal dunk tank.  Check out 
the photo gallery from the event on our Facebook Page and click here 
to watch Principal Green in the dunk tank! 

 
 

 

Senior Field Day 

 

 

 

Steinmetz Career and Leadership Academy (SCLA) held their award 
night Thursday evening.  Congrats to all the students who were 
recognized.  

SCLA Awards Night 

https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict
https://twitter.com/scschools
https://www.instagram.com/schenectadycityschooldist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa-PI8Ymp7O-tR2aJTIlZPg/videos
http://schenectady.ss12.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=412336&pageId=757460
https://fb.watch/dpT4XXDp3-/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CeQ9arrDz-A/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CeQ9arrDz-A/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.facebook.com/SchenectadyCitySchoolDistrict/posts/pfbid027fESgVWQPC2vHEH6J6B7yuCtcZ35Ww9qFvywxRKjSi9nYnYgfssi8WEwUUGQNSdFl
https://twitter.com/SCSchools/status/1529928140914671624?s=20&t=pvdgEqdQ9mY9TaoNQrmPng
https://twitter.com/SCSchools/status/1529928140914671624?s=20&t=pvdgEqdQ9mY9TaoNQrmPng

