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Did You Know? 

Did you know that our 

district app has a feature 

called Ask a Question? If 

you open the app and 

scroll to the bottom of the 

menu you will find the 

category near the bottom 

of the list. The feature is 

provided for anyone who 

has a question about 

Felicity-Franklin School 

District. We try to respond 

to questions as soon as 

possible. You can 

download the district app 

free of charge on the App 

Store or Google Play. 

Sophomore 
Turkey Dinner a 
Huge Success! 

Thank you for supporting 

the Sophomore Drive-Thru 

Turkey Dinner on 

November 6th that was 

hosted by the Class of 

2025. It was a great 

turnout! We sold out of 600 

pounds of turkey, green 

beans, mashed potatoes, 

gravy, stuffing, and 

desserts. Thank you to 

everyone who came by 

and a huge thank you to all 

of our amazing volunteers! 

Welcome New Felicity-Franklin Staff Members! 
We would like to welcome the following new staff 

members for the 2022-2023 school year. Miss 

Grace Hall (not pictured) is the new educational 

aide for 6th grade. Grace is a third generation 

Felicity Schools employee. Miss Hall loves that 

everyone is so willing to help others succeed. 

Mrs. Anita Wagner (not pictured) is a new cook 

for our district. Anita loves spending time with 

her family and antiquing with her husband. Mrs. 

Wagner likes the friendly staff and also working 

with children. Miss Kendall Kelley (top, 2nd from 

left) is a new 3rd grade teacher. Miss Kelley is 

actively involved with her church and youth 

ministry. Kendall loves her grade level team and 

how supported they make her feel. Ms. Brittany 

Gomez (top, 3rd from right) is the new Spanish 

teacher. Brittany has spent close to a year out of 

the country, mostly in Spanish speaking 

countries. Miss Meredith Bashore  (top, right) is 

a new English teacher in our district. Meredith is 

almost always reading two books at once and is 

also very passionate about animals. Miss 

Bashore says that she loves FFLSD so much 

because of how kind everyone has been. Ms. 

Donna Ames (not pictured) is a new bus driver 

for our district. Mrs. Haven Wirtz (top, left) is a 

 

new 5th grade Language Arts teacher. Haven 

loves to listen to music and loves spending time 

outside with her husband and dog. Mrs. 

Mackenzie Barrons (bottom, left) is the new 2nd 

grade teacher. Both Mackenzie and her 

husband are graduates of FFLSD, and they are 

proud to send their children to Felicity also. Our 

new Kindergarten teacher is Mrs. Madelynn 

Meeks (bottom, right). Maddy recently got 

married. Mrs. Meeks says that she fell in love 

with Felicity when she worked as an intervention 

specialist/substitute teacher last year. Mrs. Julie 

Crozier (top, 2nd from right) is a new English 

teacher at the high school. Julie lives in Felicity 

and is also a parent to two Felicity graduates. 

Mrs. Crozier loves how collaborative and 

supportive all the staff members are. Mrs. Amber 

Johnson (top, 3rd from left) is the new 

Elementary Principal. Amber taught here for 

several years and is now returning to the district 

as principal. Mrs. Samantha Waldbillig (bottom, 

middle) is the new elementary intervention 

specialist. Ms. Whitney Coburn (not pictured) is 

the new educational aide at the high school. We 

are very happy to welcome each of these new 

staff members to our Felicity-Franklin Family.  
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What’s changed with our finances since 

May that will affect the Forecast? 

First, the district closed fiscal year 2021-

2022 in the red with expenses greater than 

revenue by $174,733. It was forecasted in 

November of 2021 that expenses would be 

greater than revenue by $206,411. 

All of the changes listed below will positively 

affect our previous November forecast and 

when the district will deplete its cash 

balance. However, even after the savings 

from all of the changes below, the district is 

still predicting expenditures greater than 

revenues from 2024-2026. The savings 

from the changes below only balance the 

budget for the current year (2023). 

“However, even after the savings 

from all of the changes below, the 

district is still predicting 

expenditures greater than revenues 

from 2024-2026.” 

Staff Reductions: 

o 7th and 8th grades were reduced from 4 

to 3 teachers per grade level 

o Eliminated our Gifted Teacher 

Eliminated our Middle School Principal & 

Middle School Secretary Positions 

Moved 5th and 6th graders to the 

Elementary 

o Moved 7th and 8th graders to the new 

combined Middle/High School  

Employee Attrition Savings 

o 1 Employee Retired 

o 11 Employees Resigned 

IT purchased service contract renegotiated 

o Desktop Engineer contract changed from 

5 days a week to 3 days a week 

 

  

 

 

Other Financial Savings News for our 

District! 

Although the projects below do not directly 

reduce our forecasted expenditures, they 

are indirectly related. If these projects were 

not completed, the general fund would bear 

the cost of future repairs needed to the 

existing equipment. 

Playground Project: 

The playground upgrades have been 

needed for many, many, years. The district 

finally received an opportunity to fix them 

with Covid (ESSER) Funds.  

The outdoor classroom component of the 

new playground plan allowed the upgrades 

to fall within the grant requirements.  

This is a very fortunate opportunity that the 

Ohio Department of Education has allowed, 

but the district did have to spend some of its 

Permanent Improvement Funds (non-

general fund) money to supplement the grant 

provided. The Permanent Improvement 

Fund is a fund that has to be used for Capital 

Expenditures that have a life more than five 

years.  

See the pie chart included showing the 

funding sources used to upgrade our 

playground.  

The total play-ground project is $418,164, 

none of which will be paid for with General 

Fund money which is used to fund the 

everyday operations of the district. 
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Other Financial Savings News for our District 

(Continued) 

 

 

Roof Repairs were also an allowable 

expenditure with Covid (ESSER) Funds.  

The district has been dealing with leaks in 

the Competition gym and Middle School (old 

school) section of the district over the past 

ten years at least.  

With this grant, we were able to do a major 

roof project that includes some restoration, 

re-roofing, retro fitting, seam repairs, and 

masonry work.  

The total amount of Covid funds spent on 

this project was $430,850. No General Fund 

money was spent on this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The final exciting project that was included 

in our summer upgrades was our HVAC 

project.  

Portions of our HVAC system is over 25 

years old and continued to be a source of 

concern for the district. When Covid funds 

were approved for HVAC projects, the 

district quickly jumped at the opportunity to 

replace our two small chillers with one large 

chiller. 

In addition to Covid funds, the district 

secured an ODSA Grant which paid for 

$100,311 of the project. This along with 

ESSER (Covid funds) allowed the district to 

complete the $468,780 project without 

using any general fund dollars. 
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        Congratulations Graduates 2022 
 

 

 

 

Senior Walk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graduation exercises for the Felicity-

Franklin Class of 2022 were held on May 29, 

2022 at 3:00 p.m. Here is the text from Principal 

Walker’s address on that day. “Good afternoon. 

I must confess, I have struggled in deciding 

what my final words of wisdom to the Class of 

2022 would be. When I first came to Felicity 

Franklin in the Fall of 2011, I thought what does 

it mean to be a Cardinal. Let’s be honest with 

ourselves here, a Cardinal is not a mascot that 

strikes fear into the hearts of your opponents. 

It’s pleasant enough, a small brightly colored 

bird, nothing too flashy, not a bird of prey with 

sharp talons, chiseled features or the cool 

scream of an eagle. Cardinals are a happy little 

bird, beautiful in color and song, a spiritual little 

bird. Many say that Cardinals are an uplifting 

sign that those we’ve lost will live forever in our 

hearts and in our memories. This is my 26th year 

as a professional educator, having been a 

teacher, coach, advisor, and principal, but in all 

those years, I am not sure we have had a 

stretch of difficulties like the last few years, so 

many battles, the feeling of isolation, the 

disruption of society, and so many losses. 

We’ve battled physical injuries and mental 

illnesses, both personal, with our loved ones at 

home, and in our society. A principal’s work is 

never done, but it seems like I find myself 

standing at the flagpole at 6 am in the morning, 

setting the school flag at half-mast far too often. 

We’ve lost grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

parents, and friends along our journey. I’d like  

 

to ask for a moment of silent reflection for all 

those lost in these hardships but especially 

for members of our Cardinal family, Ms. 

Becky McClellan & Mrs. Donna Jennings. 

(Silence) In my career I’ve been a Milford 

Eagle, a Batavia Bulldog, and a Glen Este 

Trojan. No matter where I’ve been, there 

have been good days and bad, respect and 

disrespect, thoughtful people and callous 

ones. But I will tell you, there is something 

special about being in a small school, a close 

knit community. I am fond of the saying, 

‘when Cardinals are here, angels are near.’ 

Now I won’t kid you, this is a very special 

class, but they are not all perfect little angels, 

and neither am I. However, they are 

Cardinals, they are the source of many of the 

joys in my career, I will miss this class. I have 

no worries about the future of this class. I 

have seen them in good moments and in bad. 

The Class of 2022 is full of some of the finest 

young people I have ever met. I’ve seen them 

come together and support each other 

through so many hardships, ever faithful to 

each other, ever present to a friend in need, 

uplifting, bright and beautiful in their 

humanity. Thank you Class of 2022, there are 

no words of wisdom I could give you that 

would match the gifts you have given me. 

Thank you for teaching me what it truly means 

to be a Felicity Franklin Cardinal.                            

I wish you all the best in life!”                                                      

Mr. Bob Walker, Principal 

 

 



 

 

 

 

         
 
 
 

 

HealthSource Felicity is a school-based health center. It is located at 105 

Market Street, Suite 100, at the front entrance of Felicity-Franklin 

Elementary School.  

HealthSource Felicity is open to the entire community, not just students 

and staff of the Felicity-Franklin Schools. 

HealthSource Felicity will provide the following medical services: 

• Acute illness and injury treatment 

• Annual preventive exams, well child checks, sports or work 

physicals 

• Asthma and other chronic illness diagnosis and management 

• Immunizations and vaccinations 

• Routine lab tests 

• Medication prescriptions 

• Mobile Dental services 

HealthSource accepts most insurance plans including Medicaid and Medicare. 

For uninsured patients, they offer a discounted sliding fee program, based on 

income and family size. 

HealthSource Felicity – 513.429.7330 

 

 

Cardinal 
Showcase!  

The FFLSD Cardinal 

Showcase was held on 

Nov. 4th from 5 -7 PM. 

There were a variety of 

activities scheduled 

during the showcase. A 

free spaghetti dinner was 

offered in the Auditeria 

and there were 

opportunities to see the 

Elementary Choir and the 

High School Band. During 

the showcase, it was also 

possible to take a hallway 

tour to view K-12 Cardinal 

Art and Classwork on 

display, learn about 

clubs, and get a sneak 

peek of the new 

HealthSource Clinic in the 

Elementary School. Fall 

Sports Awards were held 

later that evening. It was 

a great evening for all! Cardinal Communication  Vol. 1   2022-2023 

Felicity-Franklin Local School District  

105 Market Street 

Felicity, Ohio 45120 

www.felicityschools.org 

A: Occuro uxor dolore, ut at praemitto opto si sudo, opes feugiat iriure validus. Sino lenis vulputate, valetudo 

ille abbas cogo saluto quod, esse illum, letatio conventio. Letalis nibh iustum ransver bero bene, erat vulputate 

enim dolore modo. Loquor, vulputate meus indoles iaceo, ne secundum, dolus demoveo interdico proprius. In 

consequat os quae nulla magna. Delenit abdo esse quia, te huic. Ratis neque ymo, venio illum . 

 

David Gibson, Superintendent 
Christina Laubach, Treasurer 

 

 

                        


