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INTRODUCTION 
Early childhood education is beneficial for children ages 3, 4 and 5. It's also often referred 
to as preschool, pre-kindergarten, day care, nursery school or early education. No matter 
the name, each serves the same purpose: to prepare young children for their transition 
into elementary school. Sending your preschool-age child to one of these early childhood 
education programs can make a positive impact on her and give her a head start toward a 
bright future (Sutton, 2017). 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENINGS 
The Gardner Edgerton School District offers preschool screening for children ages birth 
to kindergarten in the areas of communication (speech and/or language), cognition, motor, 
social, vision and hearing. These services are offered at no charge to parents. 
 
INFANT TODDLER SERVICES OF JOHNSON COUNTY (BIRTH TO THIRTY-SIX MONTHS) 
Infant Toddler Services of Johnson County provides services to children birth to thirty-six 
months who have a significant delay or special needs in the areas of health/nutrition, 
seeing, hearing, moving, thinking, communicating, getting along with others or doing 
things for themselves. After being referred to the program, the family is contacted by a 
Family Services Coordinator to schedule an initial meeting. This meeting is the beginning 
step in developing an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) if the student qualifies for 
services. The IFSP defines how the family and service providers will work together. 
Services are provided at no cost to the family and in naturally occurring environments such 
as the home or daycare or preschool. Call the Special Services office at 913-856-2080 for 
more information. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES PROGRAM (THIRTY-SIX MONTHS TO KINDERGARTEN) 
The Gardner Edgerton School District provides preschool and community-based services 
in the areas of speech, language, motor, cognitive and social development for children with 
identified delays or disabilities. If these services are delivered at one of our elementary 
schools, transportation can be provided to and from school. Each elementary school has a 
preschool. Services are provided at no cost to families. For more information or to 
schedule a screening appointment to see if your child qualifies for these services, please 
call 913-856-2080. 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PRESCHOOL PEER MODEL PROGRAM 
The Gardner Edgerton School District offers a half day early childhood preschool program 
in conjunction with the Special Services preschool program. Children who are three or four 
years of age at the beginning of the school year and meet the eligibility criteria are 
considered for the program. Enrollment is limited. Fees are based on a sliding scale that 
uses the same criteria as the district’s Free and Reduced Lunch program. Transportation 
to and from school may be provided. Currently, these preschools are located at each 
elementary school. For more information, or to schedule a screening appointment to see 
if your child qualifies, please call 913-856-2080. 
 
STEP AHEAD PRESCHOOL 
The Step Ahead Preschool offers special services to children ages 3 – 5 with special social, 
emotional, or behavioral needs. Additional services are offered to the family in the home 
and community. Peer models are included in this program, but openings are limited. Fees 
are based on the families’ ability to pay. Kansas Medicaid is accepted. Currently, the 
program is located at Edgerton Elementary School. Eligibility is determined jointly by USD 
231 and Johnson County Mental Health Center. Referrals can be made through the 
district’s Early Childhood Screening, Infant Toddler Services, Parents As Teachers, Health 
Department, teachers, parents, and daycare providers. Contact the Johnson County 
Mental Health Center at 913-782-2100 or Special Services at 913-856-2080 for more 
information. 
 
HEAD START 
Head Start is a federally funded preschool program for children ages 3 – 5. The program 
is provided at no cost to the families. Eligibility requires that parents live within the 
boundaries of the school district and meet income eligibility. Parents must provide the 
child’s birth certificate, social security number, immunizations, and income verification. 
Currently, the program is located in Olathe and administered by the Olathe District Head 
Start office. Contact the Head Start District office in Olathe, located at the Heartland 
Learning Center at 913-780-7416 or 913-780-7418. 
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