
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY PLAN

Valley Center-Pauma Unified School District incorporates procedures for school personnel to
follow to ensure the safe transportation of pupils related to Section 39831.3 of the Education
Code and amended Section 22112 of the Vehicle Code.  Our procedures are as follows:

1. The driver shall activate the amber warning lights 200 feet before the bus stop, if the
bus is so equipped.

2. Upon stopping to load or unload pupils, red flashing lights will be activated
immediately at stops required by law.

3. The driver shall stop to load or unload pupils only at a school bus stop designated for
pupils by the school district superintendent.

4. The driver shall operate the flashing red signal lights and stop signal arm, as required
on the school bus, at all times when the school bus is stopped for the purpose of
loading or unloading students except at the following locations:
a. School bus loading zones on or adjacent to school grounds or during an activity

trip, if the school bus is lawfully stopped or parked.
b. Where the school bus is disabled due to mechanical breakdown.
c. Where pupils require assistance to board or leave the school bus and providing the

assistance extends the length of time the school bus is stopped beyond the time
required to load or unload a pupil that does not require physical assistance.

d. Where the roadway surface on which the bus is stopped is covered by snow or ice
and requiring traffic to stop would pose a safety hazard.

e. On a state highway with a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour or higher where
the school bus is completely off the main traveled portion of the highway.

f. Any location that presents a traffic or safety hazard determined by a school
district, with APPROVAL of the California Highway Patrol.

5. The flashing red signal lights, amber warning lights, and stop signal arm system shall
not be operated at any place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer.

6. Before opening the door, the driver shall ensure that the flashing red light signal
system and stop signal arm are activated, and that it is safe to enter or exit the school
bus.

7. The driver shall escort with an approved hand-held “stop” sign all students in
prekindergarten, kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 12 inclusive that need to cross the
highway or private road.

8. Require all pupils who need to cross the highway or private road to walk in front of
the bus as they cross.

9. The driver shall ensure that all pupils who need to cross the highway or private road
have crossed safely, and that all other unloaded pupils and pedestrians are a safe
distance from the bus and it is safe to move before setting the bus in motion.



Valley Center-Pauma Unified School District is in compliance with the Education Code 39831.5
by implementing the following:

1. New Student Registration
Upon registration, the parents or guardians of all pupils not previously transported in
a school bus shall be provided with written information on school bus safety.  The
information shall include all of the following

a. A list of school bus stops near each pupil’s home.
b. General rules of conduct at school bus loading zones.
c. Red light crossing instructions.
d. School bus danger zone.
e. Walking to and from school bus stops.
f. Students utilizing Bus Service, MUST be registered with Transportation.  Forms

may be obtained from the VCPUSD.ORG website:  Transportation Link or
register through MySchoolBuck.com utilizing a “no cost” account.

2. School Bus Stops
a. When reviewing school bus stops, parent must realize that the closest bus stop to

their physical address may require a parent to transport their child to and from that
bus stop.  Students become the responsibility of the District once the bus driver
approaches and can see the student.  Parental supervision of students is requested
prior to and after the bus departs from the bus stop location.

b. Students should be at the bus stop 5 minutes prior to bus departure.

c. Students K-2 must be met by an adult.  If no one is available to meet the student,
the student will be returned to the school they attend, to wait for parent pickup.
Any changes in student transportation need to be made through the Transportation
Department, 760-749-6382.

3. Conduct at School Bus Stops
a. Students should stand in a line facing traffic so that they can see the bus

approaching.  Students are required to stand back 12 feet from where the bus will
stop.  Do NOT approach the bus until the driver has completely stopped and the
entrance door opens.

b. Students shall NEVER go under any bus to retrieve something they have
dropped.  Instead, ask the driver for assistance.

c. Students shall know and understand that destroying property, playing-in or
running on the street, or any type of horseplay at a bus stop, is dangerous and
prohibited.

d. Unwilling, defiant, angry students will not be physically placed on the school
bus.  If a student refuses to enter the school bus once the bus has stopped to pick



them up on their own free will, the driver will notify base and a parent will be
contacted (if available).

e. School buses can only stop at designated school bus stops.  If a student is late,
the parent needs to take the student to school.  NEVER run after the bus.

f. The school bus driver shall ensure that all students are in a safe location and out
of the DANGER ZONE prior to deactivating the Red Lights.

4. School Bus Evacuation
At least once in each school year, all pupils who receive home-to-school
transportation shall receive safety instruction, which includes, proper loading and
unloading procedures, including escorting by the driver, how to safely cross the
street, proper passenger conduct, bus evacuation, and location of emergency
equipment.  Pupils shall evacuate the school bus through emergency exit doors.

5. Field Trip Instructions
Prior to departure on a school activity trip, all pupils riding on a school bus shall
receive safety instruction, which includes location of emergency exits, and location
and use of emergency equipment.  Instruction also may include responsibilities of
passengers seated next to an emergency exit.  School activity trip information must
be documented by the driver each time instruction is given.

6. Walking to and from school bus stops
Children Pre-K, Kindergarten through second grade should always be accompanied
by an adult. Always walk on the sidewalk if there is one, or walk facing traffic;
Never push or shove others when they’re walking; and look left-right-left for cars
before and while crossing the street. Do not cross if a car is coming; always use a
crosswalk if available.

7. Red Light Crossing Instructions
Students who need to cross the road, provided the stop is designated as a “red light
crossover” stop, will be escorted by the school bus driver.  Students are NOT to be
crossed on Valley Center, Cole Grade, Lilac/Old Castle Roads, and any other
roads/bus stops that do not warrant a red light crossover or that do not have sufficient
visibility.  Parents having questions regarding designated “red light crossover” bus
stops, should contact Transportation at (760) 749-6382.

Cross under the protection of the red signal lights of the bus.  Students will be
escorted by the driver if there is no traffic signal or protected intersection.
Students are to cross at the front of the bus, between the bus and the driver who is
escorting the students.  Students should never cross diagonally or behind the bus.

8. No Student Left Unattended Procedures, SB 1072



Each school bus shall be equipped with an operational child safety alert system. A
“child safety alert system” is a device located at the interior rear of a vehicle that
requires the driver to either manually contact or scan the device before exiting the
vehicle, thereby prompting the driver to inspect the entirety of the interior of the
vehicle before exiting. Each school bus driver is required to check their bus after
each run/route/trip once finished. This means they will get out of the driver's seat,
walk the entire length of the bus checking the entirety of the interior for sleeping
students and articles that may have been left behind before exiting the vehicle. The
driver will put the hand held stop sign in the rear window indicating they have
completed the procedure of manually checking the bus to ensure no students are left
on board prior to exiting the bus.  This alternative plan will provide defendable proof
that the driver did in fact go to the back of the bus to check for students prior the
exiting the bus. This is pursuant to Senate Bill 1072 which amends Education Code
39831.3(a) which requires the preparation of this Transportation Safety Plan.

9. Procedures and Standards for a School Pupil Activity Bus (SPAB)
If the District uses an outside contractor/school pupil activity bus (SPAB) to drive a
field/sport/activity trip, the SPAB bus is not required to be equipped with an
operational child safety alert system if the pupils are accompanied by at least one
adult chaperone selected by a school official. If an adult chaperone is not a school
employee, the chaperone shall meet the requirements for a school volunteer
established by the policies of the school district. One adult chaperone shall have a
list of every pupil and adult chaperone, including a school employee, who is on the
SPAB bus at the time of departure. The driver must review all safety and emergency
procedures before the initial departure and the driver and adult chaperone have
signed a form with the time and date acknowledging that the safety plan and
procedures were reviewed. Immediately before departure from any location, the
adult chaperone shall account for each pupil on the list of pupils, verify the number
of pupils to the driver, and sign a form indicating that all pupils are present or
accounted for. After pupils have exited a school pupil activity bus, and before
driving away, the driver shall check all areas of the bus, including, but not limited to,
overhead compartments and bathrooms, to ensure that the bus is vacant. The driver
shall sign a form with the time and date verifying that all required procedures have
been followed. The information required above may be recorded on a single form.
These forms shall be retained by the school district, outside contract/SPAB Company
for a minimum of two years. An adult chaperone must be 18 years old or older any
may be a parent or school volunteer. No student of the school district may act as a
chaperone. The group leader, (Band Director or Football Coach, etc.) at the school
site is responsible for ensuring there is an adult chaperone on each bus utilized for
their group/trip. In addition to the district using outside contractors (SPAB
Buses/Drivers), the district bus drivers will not depart on a trip without an adult
chaperone. The bus drivers have been instructed to call a dispatcher when there is no
adult chaperone to accompany the students on a field trips, sport trip, or activity trip.
This does not include home to school routes.



10. PROCEDURES FOR TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTS RECEIVING
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
E.C. 56342 States that it is the responsibility of the I.E.P. team to “consider local
transportation policies” during the I.E.P. team meeting. Students receiving
special education services are under the same district policy for transportation
services as are students receiving only regular education with three exceptions:

1) Students whose needs cannot be met at the school of residence may
receive district transportation to the site at which the assigned class is located
(Intra-district transfers and inter-district transfers) if the I.E.P. team has marked
“yes” on the section addressing special transportation.  Students may utilize the
bus stop nearest to their physical address.  The student would then utilize the
“shuttle bus” available to the school site in which the assigned class is located.
School Bus Driver assistance may be used to safely transfer students to the
correct “shuttle bus”.

2) Students receiving special education services in a “severely disabled
special day class” or “orthopedically impaired pupils who require a vehicle with
a wheelchair lift…..as specified in their individualized education program” (E.C.
41850 (d)(1)). The district will only provide transportation if the I.E.P. team has
marked “yes” the section addressing special transportation.

3) Students attending a Non-public school (E.C. 56366 (a)(1)). This only
applies if the student is placed at the Non-public school by the district at the
I.E.P. meeting and the I.EP. team has marked “yes” in the section denoting special
transportation. The district does not provide transportation if the student is
unilaterality placed by the parents.

4) Per E.C. 56195.9 (b)(5), Special Education Transportation is coordinated
with regular home-to-school transportation by students riding a school bus that
may or may not be equipped with wheel chair entities and special devises.
Students requiring special devises, such as wheelchairs, securement systems, or
mobile seating devices may be placed on the bus after the school bus driver has
been trained in the proper installation and use of the special devises.

The district does not provide transportation to students receiving special education
services if the parents have placed the student at a site other than his/her school of
attendance.

Students receiving special education services are only provided special
transportation if the decision is made during the I.E.P. meeting and indicated in the
section addressing transportation. If there is a concern that transportation other
than that normally provided to all students may be needed, please contact the
Director of Special Education prior to the I.E.P. meeting.

11. EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Transportation Services Office Hours:  6:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday

Dispatch – 760-749-6382


