
Warrior Success!!! 

Weyerhaeuser Grant to #ipswarriors 

Superintendent’s Warrior Report 

The room was full of superinten-

dents, IT Directors and Library 

Media Specialists from across 

the state. 

One of the compliments was the 

presentation was “inspiring” and 

several contacts were made 

hoping to continue the conversa-

tion. The team was impressed 

with the response to this presen-

tation. 

Great things are happening in 

the Warrior Nation.  

GO WARRIORS! 

Idabel Public Schools are show-

ing off across the state!  

Recently the #ipswarriors had a 

couple of teams present at the 

Oklahoma Technology Associa-

tion’s 2018 Encyclomedia Con-

ference.  

The Middle School presented 

their book club “The Time Trek-

kers” to a room full of state li-

brarians and literacy experts. 

IMS Library-Media Specialist 

Julie Parnell, Counselor Cindy 

Bryant and Principal Laura Bull-

ock explained how we started 

our book club that reads books 

throughout the year and then 

takes a summer field trip to visit 

the places they read about dur-

ing the previous school year.  

The #imswarriors presentation 

was well received and had sev-

eral good questions about the 

program and how to start one. 

The second #ipswarriors 

presentation was titled “The 

Ongoing Evolution of a Tech 

Driven School” and was lead by 

Instructional Coach Chris Gam-

mon, Technology Director David 

White and Superintendent 

Brown. 

This presentation focused on 

how we got started on our tech-

nology implementation and 

where we are now. We also dis-

cussed our future plans and 

strategies of how we plan on 

reaching our goals.  

This presentation was very well 

received with several great com-

pliments from across the state. 

The #ipswarriors received a 

Weyerhaeuser Foundation Grant 

for $10,000 recently. The grant 

application was completed by 

Debbie Brown and was written to 

help pay for safety equipment & 

training for our staff.  

Weyerhaeuser Unit Manager 

Anthony Bivings accompanied 

several Weyerhaeuser employ-

ees to present the check to Supt. 

Doug Brown.  

This grant program has helped 

in the past with playground up-

grades and band uniforms. We 

are happy to have the support of 

our local businesses and their 

employees. GO WARRIORS! 
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Special points of interest: 

 High School “Taste of Christmas” on 

Dec. 13th at 6:30 pm 

 IMS Santa Showcase Talent Show on 

Friday Dec. 21st 9:00 am 

 IHS Horticulture Program is selling 

ponsettias and other winter plants. 

 IMS Band & Choir Concert Tuesday 

Dec 18 7 pm 

 ABC/Literacy Family Night at Prima-

ry South Dec. 18th, 6 pm 
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#IMSWARRIORS presenting about the “Time Trekkers” Book 

Club at the Oklahoma Technology Associations Conference 



Idabel Public Schools’ Technology program is 
continuing to expand and influence students, staff 
and parents on the importance of students having 
access to the latest educational tools available.  

High school and middle school students are utiliz-
ing the Chromebooks on a regular basis as demon-
strated at a recent board meeting by two IMS 8th 
graders.  

Due to new testing requirements Central Elemen-
tary students will be conferting to Chromebooks 

from the iPads. New State testing format is more 
compatible with the Chromebooks. This will allow 
us to move iPads down to the lower grades and 
begin an annual device replacement strategy. 

IPS Technology Team presented recently at the 
Oklahoma Technology Association’s conference 
with great success. We are currently researching 
possibilities of providing internet access to students 
at home with mobile hotspots or even building 
towers to broadcast LTE signal within District 
boundaries. Always looking forward.  

Student Spotlight—#imswarriors 

As Mr. IMS, Zakolby will represent 

the middle school at school and 

community events. Zakolby wants to 

use this opportunity to encourage all 

students "to get good grades and 

stay eligible". He also wants his 

peers to take pride in how our 

school looks by helping to keep it 

clean. He is a Champion for Life! 

Idabel Middle School recently had a 

Mr. IMS competition as a fundraiser 

for the National Junior Honor Socie-

ty.  Twenty boys vied for the title of 

Mr. IMS.   

Zakolby Neal was crowned during 

an in-school basketball competition 

intermission.  Neal is in eighth grade 

at Idabel Middle School.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Oklahoma Entertained by #ipswarriors 

Program Spotlight—Technology 
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entertainment. The Chamber’s Commu-

nity Banquet, the Christmas Tree Light-

ing, the Christmas parade and even dur-

ing the McCurtain County Free Fair.  

Miss Oklahoma also visited the high 

school for an assembly. 

The Idabel Public School Vocal Music 

programs were honored to entertain 

Miss Oklahoma at the recent Idabel 

Chamber of Commerce Miss Oklahoma 

Luncheon held at the Idabel Country 

Club. 

Idabel Middle School “Champion Voic-

es” Show Choir and the Idabel Central 

Elementary “Broadway Kids” sang sev-

eral selections from the Christmas pro-

grams.  

The Luncheon was well attended and our 

students represented the District very 

well. IMS Choir Director Karla Clay and 

Central Elementary’s directors Athena 

Ogden and Carrie Fletcher were very 

organized and have done an excellent 

job preparing the choirs for this perfor-

mance. The groups were outstanding! 

Idabel Public Schools partners with the 

Idabel Chamber of Commerce several 

times throughout the year to provide 



Last week the Coca-Cola Scholars Founda-
tion notified nearly 1,900 applicants they 
have been named a semifinalist for the 2019 
Coca-Cola Scholarship Program. These stu-
dents were selected from among 200,000+ 
applications for their outstanding commit-
ment to both their communities and schools. 

 

I am excited to share that #ihswarriors have 
three students who were named as semifi-
nalist this year; Karigan Clay, Reese Grant 
and Blakely Smith. 

A complete list, including our student(s) can 
be found at Coca-Cola Semifinalist List. 

 

These students are required to complete a 
second application that includes additional 
information on school, community, volun-
teer, and employment activities, multiple 
written responses, an academic and profes-
sional recommendation, a secondary school 
report and transcript. The second applica-
tion deadline is Thursday, December 13, 

2018 at 5:00 p.m. eastern. 

City of Idabel Christmas Tree Lighting! 

and Carrie Fletcher. 

Mrs. Karla Clay brought the Middle School 

Show Choir, Champion Voices who danced 

and sang followed by the IHS Poptime and 

Freshmen Girls Choir wowed the audience 

with the outstanding performances.  

Last but not least by a long shot was the 

#ihswarriors Jazz Band. They made everyone 

want to get up and dance. (I almost did!) 

Preparing Champion Performers for Life!  

 

    

 

 

 

Recently the City of Idabel had a special night 

of performances to celebrate the start of the 

Christmas season and to light the City’s 

Christmas Tree. 

All of the #ipswarriors vocal groups per-

formed and did an amazing job representing 

our school district to the community. 

Primary South Sweet Sounds led by Stephanie 

Ratcliffe and Mayra Williston kicked off the 

show. They were followed by Central’s 

Broadway Kids directed by Athena Ogden 

Student Spotlight—#ihswarriors 

Coca-Cola Scholarship Semifinalists 
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male has bonded with Alayna and 

their close relationship is rewarding to 

both girls.  Alayna says seeing the stu-

dent happy makes her happy and she 

is more than willing to help.  This year, 

she has spent numerous hours in 

practice, traveled with the high school 

special needs students to a soccer 

tournament, a skills competition, and 

on each of the field trips they have 

taken. Alayna is to be commended for 

providing a helping hand to a much 

needed program.   

On a daily basis 

Alayna Fielder 

devotes both 

time and ener-

gy to the Spe-

cial Olympics 

program at 

Idabel High 

School.  Her 

interest in the 

program devel-

oped at an early age when she be-

came acutely aware of the need for 

volunteers. One of her siblings has a 

severe disability and Alayna realized 

the tasks involved in helping her be 

successful. She began her work with 

Special Olympics as a sophomore but 

this year, she has “adopted” one of 

our students. A female student who is 

a resident of Dream Catchers (the lo-

cal shelter for children who are in 

DHS custody) came to I.H.S. this fall. 

The student suffers from Shaken Baby 

Syndrome and has some severe limita-

tions; but this seventeen year old fe-

Idabel Middle School “Champion Voices” Show Choir 
performing at the City of Idabel Christmas Tree Light-
ing Ceremony 

 

I.H.S. Senior Alayna 

Fielder 

Reese Grant,  
Karigan Clay and 
Blakely Smith 
 
2018 Coca-Cola 
Schalars  
Semi-Finalists 

https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/blog/2019-semifinalists/C:/Users/dbrown/Documents/District_Level_Test_Security%20Form.zip


they wanted to remain anonymous while the Weyer-
haeuser Foundation presented IPS a $10,000 check. 
The Weyerhaeuser Grant was initiated and written 
solely by  Debbie Brown. 

GO WARRIORS! 

 

 

The Board has discussed in past meetings about the 
OSSBA and K20 Center program called Continuous 
Strategic Planning. The Board directed me to get 
more information which I did. The CSI program 
looks very interesting and like it would benefit our 
district to garner community support and input. 
However, it is costly ($40,000.) We could pay it out 
in two payments but I think at this time it would be 
best to wait until next year to revisit this. I would 
like to wait and see how the teacher pay raise effects 
our budget before we commit to this program. 

Idabel Public Schools has received two local dona-
tions through two different business foundations. 
The donations total $20,000 and were designated 
specifically for school safety. The  donations were 
utilized for the Critical Response Team program 
implementation.  The district bought the necessary 
hardware and received the required training because 
of these two grants. These two donations allowed 
IPS to implement our CRT program at no cost. One 
donation was provided by one local business but 

Board Action Update 

Central is very proud to recognize two outstanding students, Harper and Emerson 
McElroy.  They are the children of Lana and Michael McElroy. Harper is in the 

2nd grade class of Shannon Pond and Emerson is a 4th grade student in Karen 
Pond’s homeroom.  Both girls are on the honor roll each nine weeks and are mem-

bers of our performing group, Broadway Kids. They attend 1st United Methodist 
Church and sing in the children’s choir.  They take piano, gymnastics and dance. 
They are very busy girls, but find time for volunteering with Idabel Main Street 

picking up trash and activities such as Belles with Bikes and Belles with Brushes. 
As their mom says, they like making things pretty!  They certainly make Central 

Elementary shine with their outstanding character. 

 

Harper is the reigning Little Miss Central.  She placed 2nd in the science fair. She 

sets a high standard by her excellent daily 

attendance, her behavior and her ability to 
get along with others. 

 

Emerson is the reigning Miss Central.  She 
placed 2nd in science at the County Curric-

ulum Contest and has won the Central 
Spelling Bee for the past two years.  She is a 

model student in attendance, behavior and 
academics. We are very proud of both of 

them! 

Preparing Champions for Life! 

200 NE Avenue C 

Idabel OK 74745 

 

 

Phone: 580-286-7639 

Fax: 580-286-8276 

E-mail: doug.brown@idabelps.org 

Idabe l  Pub l i c  Schoo ls  Central Elementary  

Student Spotlight 

We are on the WEB! 

Www.idabelps.org 


