
In the fall of 2008, writing with young children was 
not new to the ECC staff .  A renewed interest in 
writing was, however, inspired by our colleagues and 
friends from Lakota Early Learning Center, including 
Matt Glover the co-author of Already Ready: 
Nurturing Writers in Preschool and Kindergarten.  
Our two schools, while on similar journeys to 
refi ne our images of the child, had taken slightly 
diff erent paths.  Lakota’s path, in 2005, led to a 
focused inquiry project to answer the question, 
“What if we extend the invitation to make books to 
preschoolers?” (Ray & Glover, 2008).

The Writer’s Workshop approach was a good fi t with our image of the 
child as a creative and capable being, and Already Ready provided us 
with examples of how Writer’s Workshop could happen in preschool 
classrooms.  As a part of our 2008 P.L. 221 Plan, the ECC staff  decided 
to pursue Writer’s Workshop as a means to provide our students with 
developmentally appropriate literacy opportunities... opportunities 
that recognize and honor the hundred languages for self-expression 
children bring with them to school each day, and opportunities that 
provide children with time for thought and refl ection as they begin to see 
themselves as writers.
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Can Writer’s  Workshop Succeed in Preschool?

An Inquiry Project  for  the  ECC Staff

Can Writer’s Workshop work in our preschool 
classrooms?

What is writing for our youngest children?

What structural and organizational arrangements 
will facilitate engagement in book making?

Will a consistent engagement in Writer’s Workshop 
enhance the understanding of the sound/symbol 
relationship?

How will our non-verbal children participate in 
Writer’s Workshop?

How can Writer’s Workshop encourage dialogue 
between students and between students and 
teachers?

How can Writer’s Workshop help parents to see their 
young children as capable writers?

How can writing development be measured?

How can Writer’s Workshop support the Warren 
Writing Process?

How it  Began

Research Quest ions
“I make books at home because I like to.”

“I like to write about people...like my cousins.”

                                             Selam, Age 3

                
                    

                   Jayla, Age 6



During the 2008-2009 school year, Mrs. Bruner 
and Mrs. Day’s AM class began an author study 
of Todd Parr.  The children fell in love with Mr. 
Parr’s primitive art style and the simple, but 
profound messages of his books.  Inspired by his 
work, the children decided to make a book of their 
own in the style of Todd Parr.  This experience 
illustrates beautifully the preschool version of the 
Warren Writing Process.

4.  Edit

5.  Publish

How Can Writer’s  Workshop Support  the 
Warren Writ ing Process?

In 2006, a district-wide initiative to implement 
a uniform writing process pre-k through 12th 
grade took place.  At a staff  meeting, the teachers 
were asked to take the Warren Writing Process 
and think about how it fi t with the work our 
students do each day.  Through discussion, the 
staff  determined that all the steps of the Warren 
Writing Process were in place.  The only diff erence 
was that for many of our children drawing is the 
way they communicate rather than with written 
words as adults and older children communicate.

1.  Research

2.  Plan

3.  Draft

It’s ok to play with 
Barbies.
Carsyn, Age 5

This page was published in a book Carsyn’s class made in 
the style of Todd Parr.

It’s ok to play with dolls.

“My favorite 
book was about 
animals from 
family night ... 
Julie’s Trip to the 
Zoo.  Dad and 
mom helped me a 
little bit.”
Julie, Age 4



Beyond Paper  and Penci l :
What  i s  Writ ing for  Young Children?

A close examination of the work happening in young children’s programs in Reggio 
Emilia, Italy opens our eyes to the many forms of self expression in which children 
have the capacity to engage.  It leads us to question, “Is writing simply one of many 
languages for children’s self expression, or could writing be a metaphor for all forms of 
self expression?”  Writing is, at its core, the act of communicating thoughts and ideas in 
ways that others can understand (or read).  We are able to read children’s drawings long 
before they communicate using a sound/symbol relationship with letters and words.  We 
can read children’s clay or wire sculptures long before they are writing in the ways adults 
write.  Can children write with clay, with wire, with drama?  Perhaps if we expand our 
defi nition of young children’s writing to include other media, we can better understand 
the genesis of writing development.

Mrs. Bruner’s class visited the Indianapolis Children’s Museum.  
Inspired by the Fireworks of Glass by Chihuly, the children wanted 
to tell others about the experience.  This clay, bead and feather 
sculpture was a representation of the Fireworks of Glass.

When Mrs. Bucher’s preschool classes 
became interested in the aquarium that 
resides outside of Mr. Smith’s offi  ce, they 
chose to make wire sculptures of fi sh and 
other animals that live in water. 

During an exploration of natural materials, Mrs. 
Toomb’s students chose to make self portraits from the 
materials they found on a fall walk.

During a project to learn about airplanes, a group of 
children from Mrs. Bruner’s class used objects found in 
the studio to create fl ying machines.

“I make books about counting and pancakes because they are fun...

“Well, like if I have nothing else to do, I just write for fun!”

they are better than video games!” Conner, Age 4

                                                                       Quincy, Age 6

“It is kind of hard writing words because all that sounding out

makes you lose the words.” Emaleigh, Age 6



How can Writer’s  Workshop help parents  see 
their  young chi ldren as  capable  writers?

Mr. Smith,
 
I am writing to applaud the Writers Workshop in Quin’s classroom.  She came home with her fi rst 
book several weeks back.  This book was about her family, and as soon as we were in the car, she 
asked to read her book to me.  She was so proud of her work and couldn’t wait to share her story.  
When we got home she called both sets of her grandparents to read them the story because she 
said, “They are in my book too!”  Since the fi rst book she “published”, she has brought many more 
home to read to the family and has wanted to do her own writing at home.  After sledding last week, 
she came in and wrote a story about it.  I was so excited  to hear her planning her story out loud on 
the ride back and seeing her dive into “writing” it when we got home.  She is very proud of her work 
and anxious to share it.  It’s become our routine for Quin to read her “books” to us at dinner which is 
an excellent opportunity for her to nab the spotlight that is usually monopolized by her older sister!
 
Last week I had the opportunity to be in Quin’s class and see other “authors” share their work.  It 
was so fun to hear two of her friends read their stories to the class and see how excited they were 
to share their creations.  Everyone else in the class was silent and focused on the authors as they 
shared their work.  
 
As an English teacher, I am thrilled about Quin’s enthusiasm for writing and story telling.  However, 
the most rewarding part of this experience was hearing how Quin was willing to share her own 
work in class.  Quin is very reserved, and sometimes it is 
diffi  cult to get her to exert herself in a group.  Both teachers 
commented how Quin sat in front of her class and proudly 
read her story to her classmates.  Celebrating her work by 
sharing it with her peers was quite an accomplishment for 
Quin.  
 
Thanks again for another one of the many great experiences 
at the WECC!

Courtney Lumbley

Quin’s  First  Book
My Family

“This  i s  me.” “This  i s  my s is ter 
Aiden.   She wanted 
to go outside,  but 
i t’s  too cold.”

“This  i s  my mom.” “This  i s  my dad.  
He went  to  work.”

“This  i s  my Umma 
and Papi .   They 
came over.”

“This  i s  Pa and 
Dee.”

“They are in my book too!”

                     Quin, Age 3




