
Superintendent Scoop 

Tioga Schools employs a dedicated staff that is committed to student learning by implementing 

innovative instruction. What worked in 1960 isn’t necessarily going to work in 2018; thus, we are 

implementing some new strategies to engage our students in their learning. 

The Tioga School District is implementing a 1:1 initiative; that is, one electronic device, either an iPad in 

grades 3-4 or a Chromebook in grades 5-12, for each student. Technology has exploded in the last 

decade and, subsequently, it has become accessible, affordable, and easier to use.  Technology offers 

many educational opportunities that enhances the teaching that is already occurring in the classrooms.   

The technology committee found itself at a crossroads last year-how do we increase student 

engagement, and how can technology assist in attaining success for our students?  The November 2017 

student engagement survey results indicated that students were more focused and worked on 

assignments when technology was used in the classroom. In the committee’s consideration, the 

overriding priority was that technology would not be a “babysitter” or a glorified typewriter or an 

encyclopedia.  Professional development addressing the use of technology tools such as Google 

Classroom, increased student engagement, and the implementation of more critical and projects-based 

learning activities was key in the decision. 

The Tioga District is thankful for the $5,000 NCC CoBank Grant to purchase Chromebooks for our junior 

high and high school students.  We were able to move forward more quickly on our budget timeline to 

place more Chromebooks in more students’ hands. Thus far, grades 5-8 are currently using 

Chromebooks while students in grades 3-4 each have access to an iPad. 

The individualized use of technology is a resource for the second school initiative.  Differentiated 

instruction has been a buzzword for many years.  The District was fortunate to bring in Rick Wormli, a 

noted educator and speaker, on the “what” and “how” of differentiated instruction.  Federal grant 

money allocated for professional development provided our teachers and other area teachers the 

opportunity to hear his ideas and experiences, and the Tioga teachers are now involved in a weekly 

book study to discuss and learn the details of this strategy.  Administrators are seeing a positive change 

in instruction regarding assistance and differing expectations for students. 

Related to differentiated instruction is an old idea which has recently gained momentum in education 

and is currently piloted at Central Elementary.  Leveled instruction, a strategy that places student 

learning at the same ability level versus students staying in the classroom for instruction, is used in 

kindergarten and first grade reading and English.  Students in grades 2-6 are utilizing leveling in math.   

Each grade level at Tioga has two classes.  For example, in reading, the two kindergarten classes are split 

into three sections taught by the two kindergarten teachers and another reading instructor. Eligible 

students still utilize Title I, special education assistance, plus instruction from a certified reading 

strategist.  By splitting students into ability-based groups, we are finding that students who excel tend to 

challenge each other while students who struggle are not intimidated and are more apt to ask and 

answer questions.  The verdict is still out, but we are encouraged by what we have observed. 

Finally, an important factor in our students’ lives is your support.  Kids notice when there is a crowd at a 

wrestling match or community members attend their concerts.  We have many opportunities in the next 

month where you can show your Tioga Pride while enjoying our students’ hard work and effort.  We 



have three elementary concerts before the Christmas break, and I hope you were fortunate enough to 

attend our junior high and high school Christmas concerts.  Girls and boys basketball has started, and 

wrestling is continuing.  These activities keep up busy during the winter months. We invite you to attend 

our activities and encourage you to positively impact our students’ lives.   

 


