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SEVENTH GRADE ELECTIVE CHOICES

Orchestra:
The Orchestra consists of violin, viola, cello, and bass.  Orchestra students will develop musicianship
through a selection of fun, yet challenging music taught alongside music theory and history.
Performances include Fall, Winter, Solo and Ensemble contest, Organizational contest, and Spring
concerts. Prerequisite: Students must have been enrolled in an orchestra class during this current
school year or have taken an adequate amount of private lessons. Students in Orchestra can also
participate in Choir.

Band:
The 7th Grade band consists of Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone,
Baritone, Tuba, and Percussion. Students will develop musicianship through music theory and
performance using a variety of band literature including: Marching Band style, Concert and Contest,
Popular/Novelty, and Programmatic music. Performances include Marching Band, Fall, Winter,
Solo/Ensemble, Organizational Contest and Spring concerts. Prerequisite: Students must have been
enrolled in a band class during this current school year or have taken an adequate amount of private
lessons. Students in Band can also participate in Choir.

Choir:
Individual vocal production and 3-part choral singing are emphasized in this class.  Music theory,
sight reading, style and music history are taught through the music that is performed.  Performances
include Fall, Winter, High School Festival, Solo/Ensemble, Organizational contest and Spring
concerts.  Students will also spend a portion of the school year learning to play the ukulele.
(Instrument provided)  Students in Choir can also participate in Band or Orchestra as long as they
have had previous playing experience.

Spanish I:
This is a rigorous, high school equivalent foreign language course designed to develop
communication skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing to a basic level of proficiency. At the
end of this course, students will be able to communicate ideas in Spanish and understand some
cultural aspects of the Spanish-speaking world.  Daily activities include: practicing vocabulary
through reading, writing and conversation; listening to native speakers on audio and video; singing
songs, reciting poems and studying different cultures. Upon successful completion of Spanish I and
II at BUGC, students may advance to Spanish II at Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School.



Art Studio I:
Students will learn about artists and their styles through discussion and demonstration. This process
is extended as students develop their own skills and move from imitation to innovation.  Students
will have the opportunity to explore multiple types of media including pencil, paint, pastels, pen and
ink, printmaking materials and collage. Sketchpad assignments are also used to touch on many
drawing techniques.  ALL art students will be required to buy some basic art supplies for the school
year.  A list will be provided one first day of school.

Media Science 1:
Media Literacy, analyzing media messages and consumer awareness, including internet safety, email
etiquette and internet searching. How to write news broadcasts and scripts, and how to develop,
film and produce school events, projects, and small productions. How to use the equipment in the
Production Studio and Editing Room. How to edit digital material using WeVideo. How to use still
cameras and GoPros for basic photography, stop motion animation, and location filming with the
mobile Panasonic 4K camera, as well as the padcaster for live streaming.

Fab-Lab 1:
You can learn to make anything! That’s the philosophy behind Fab Lab 1: A modern-day workshop
for computer-based innovation, design and fabrication. Fab Lab will guide you in developing skills in
design thinking, 3D printing, coding, electronics, wood working, and general tool use. If you like
working with cutting-edge equipment, then Fab Lab is the course for you!

EIGHTH GRADE ELECTIVE CHOICES

Orchestra: .
The Orchestra consists of violin, viola, cello, and bass.  Orchestra students will develop musicianship
through a selection of fun, yet challenging music taught alongside music theory and history.
Performances include Fall, Winter, High School Festival, Solo and Ensemble contest, Organizational
contest, and Spring concerts. Prerequisite: Students must have been enrolled in an orchestra class
during the previous school year or have taken an adequate amount of private lessons. Students in
Orchestra can also participate in Choir.

Band:
The 8th Grade band consists of Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone,
Baritone, Tuba, and Percussion. This course continues to develop musicianship through music
theory and performance using a variety of band literature, including marches, festival, popular, and
programmatic music. Performances include two Marching Band events, Fall, Winter, High School
Band Festival, Solo/Ensemble, Organizational contest and Spring concerts. Prerequisite: Students
must have been enrolled in a band class during the previous school year or have taken an adequate
amount of private lessons.  



Choir:
Individual vocal production and 3-part choral singing are emphasized in this class.  Music theory,
sight reading, style and music history are taught through the music that is performed.  Performances
include Fall, Winter, High School Festival, Solo/Ensemble, Organizational contest and Spring
concerts.  Students will also spend a portion of the school year learning to play the ukulele.
(Instrument provided) Students in Choir can also participate in Band or Orchestra as long as they
have had previous playing experience.

Spanish II:
This course is the second part of the foreign language program. Upon successful completion,
students may advance to Spanish II should they attend Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High
School. Successful completion of Spanish I or an equivalent is a prerequisite for this course.

Art Studio II:
This class is available for 8th grade students who have met the Art I prerequisite and would like to
develop an advanced level of art.  Students will work with different media including pencil, paint,
pastels, pen and ink and printmaking materials. Sketchpad assignments are also used to touch on
many drawing techniques. Artists such as Van Gogh, Picasso, Monet, and many more will be
studied. ALL art students will be required to buy some basic art supplies for the school year.  A list
will be provided one first day of school.
 

Media Science II:
History of Media, including the history of advertising and computers.  Journalism ethics - Copyright
and Fair Use. Careers in/using various media. Media Literacy, especially analysis of media
messages. Improvisation, location recording including school events with the mobile Panasonic 4K
camera, as well as the padcaster for live streaming, editing using WeVideo, script writing, morning
announcements. How to develop, film and produce school events, projects, and small productions.
How to use the equipment in the Production Studio and Editing Room. How to use still cameras and
GoPros for basic photography, stop motion animation, and location filming.

FAB-LAB 2:
Ready to put your maker skills to the test? Fab Lab 2 challenges students to design innovative
solutions to real-world problems, drawing on the skills developed in Fab Lab 1. Students in Fab Lab
2 will research, design, prototype, and test real-world inventions to solve problems that are important
to them using state of the art equipment. If you enjoy leveling up your skill-set and building a
portfolio of accomplishments, then you’ll find a home in Fab Lab 2.  There is no prerequisite for this
class.


