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For purposes of this policy: 

1. “Bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport persons and 

designed to accommodate more than ten persons, including 
the driver. 

2. “Passenger car” refers to a motor vehicle, other than a motor-
cycle, used to transport persons and designed to accommo-
date ten or fewer passengers. 

3. “Passenger van” means a motor vehicle, other than a motor-
cycle or passenger car, used to transport persons and de-
signed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the 
driver. 

4. “School activity bus” means a bus designed to accommodate 

more than 15 passengers, including the operator, that is 
owned, operated, rented, or leased by the District and is used 
to transport public school students on a school-related activity 
trip, other than on routes to and from school.  The term does 
not include a chartered bus, a bus operated by a mass transit 
authority, or a school bus. 

5. “School bus” means a motor vehicle that was manufactured in 

compliance with the federal motor vehicle safety standards for 
school buses in effect on the date of manufacture and that is 
used to transport preprimary, primary, or secondary students 
to and from school or on a school-related activity trip other 
than on routes to and from school.  The term does not include 
a school-chartered bus or a bus operated by a mass transit 
authority. 

6. “Motor bus” means a vehicle designed to transport more than 

15 passengers, including the driver. 

Education Code 34.003; Trans. Code 541.201 

The District may establish and operate an economical public 
school transportation system in the District or outside the District, if 
the District enters into an interlocal contract as provided by Gov-
ernment Code Chapter 791.  For that part of the system that the 
District operates directly, it shall employ bus drivers certified by the 
Department of Public Safety.  Education Code 34.007 

If the District operates a transportation system, the District is en-
titled to a state transportation allotment.  The allotted funds are 
based on the cost of providing transportation services to students 
who live two or more miles from the school they attend.  The 
Commissioner of Education cannot reduce the allotment because 
the District provides transportation for an eligible student to and 
from a child-care facility instead of the student’s residence, if the 
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transportation is provided within the approved routes of the District 
for the school the student attends.  Education Code 42.155 

The Board may require payment of a reasonable fee for transporta-
tion to and from school of a student who lives within two miles of 
the school the student attends.  However, the Board may not 
charge a fee for transportation for which the District receives a 
transportation allotment under Education Code 42.155(d).  Educa-
tion Code 11.158(a)(14) 

If the District does not receive any funds under Education Code 
42.155 and does not participate in a county transportation system 
for which an allotment is provided under Education Code 42.155(i), 
the Board may require payment of a reasonable fee for the trans-
portation of a student to and from the school the student attends.  
Education Code 11.158(a)(16) 

The District may apply to the Commissioner of Education for an 
additional amount of up to ten percent of its regular transportation 
allotment to be used for the transportation of students living within 
two miles of the school they attend who would be subject to ha-
zardous traffic conditions if they walked to school.  The Board shall 
provide to the Commissioner the definition of hazardous conditions 
applicable to the District and shall identify the specific hazardous 
areas for which the allocation is requested.  A hazardous condition 
exists where no walkway is provided and students must walk along 
or cross a freeway or expressway, an underpass, an overpass or a 
bridge, an uncontrolled major traffic artery, an industrial or com-
mercial area, or another comparable condition.  Education Code 
42.155(d) 

A person may not operate a school bus if: 

1. The door of the school bus is open; or 

2. The number of passengers on the bus is greater than the 
manufacturer’s design capacity for the bus. 

Trans. Code 545.426(a) 

School buses or mass transit authority buses shall be used for the 
transportation of students to and from schools on routes having ten 
or more students.  Passenger cars may be used on routes having 
fewer than ten students.  Education Code 34.003(a) 

The District may use the state transportation allotment to provide a 
bus pass or card for another transportation system to each student 
who is eligible to use the regular transportation system of the Dis-
trict but for whom the regular transportation system of the District is 
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not a feasible method of providing transportation.  Education Code 
42.155(l) 

The Board, after determining eligibility for transportation services, 
shall allow a parent to designate a child-care facility or the resi-
dence of a grandparent of the child instead of the child’s residence 

as the regular location for purposes of obtaining transportation un-
der the system to and from the child’s school.  Either designated 

location must be an approved stop on an approved route.  Educa-
tion Code 34.007(b)(2) 

“Child-care facility” means a facility licensed, certified, or registered 

by the Department of Family and Protective Services to provide 
assessment, care, training, education, custody, treatment, or su-
pervision for a child who is not related by blood, marriage, or adop-
tion to the owner or operator of the facility for all or part of the 24-
hour day, whether or not the facility is operated for profit or charges 
for the services it offers.  Human Resources Code 42.002(3) 

The District shall provide or pay for the transportation of a student 
to a higher-performing public school operated by another district, if 
the District is identified for corrective action, or to another public 
school within the District if the student’s school: 

1. Has been identified for school improvement; 

2. Has failed to make adequate yearly progress by the end of 
the first full school year after identification for school im-
provement; 

3. Has had corrective action implemented by the District for fail-
ure to make adequate yearly progress by the end of the 
second full school year after identification for school im-
provement; or 

4. Has failed to make adequate yearly progress after one full 
school year of corrective action. 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 6316(b)(9) 

As a condition of receiving funds under the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Education Assistance Improvements Act, the District shall 
adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is pro-
vided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an 
unaccompanied youth, at the request of the homeless liaison) to 
and from the school of origin, as follows: 

1. If the homeless child lives in the district in which the school of 
origin is located, the district of origin will provide the child’s 

transportation to and from the school of origin. 
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2. If the homeless child lives in a district other than that in which 
the school of origin is located, the district of origin and the dis-
trict where the homeless child is living shall agree upon a me-
thod to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the 
child with transportation to and from the school of origin.  If 
the districts are unable to agree, the responsibility and costs 
shall be shared equally. 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements 
Act of 2001, Secs. 722, 725; 42 U.S.C. 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)(I), (II)  
[See FDC] 

When transporting students in connection with school activities 
other than on routes to and from school: 

1. Only school buses or motor buses may be used to transport 
15 or more students; and 

2. Passenger cars or passenger vans may be used to transport 
fewer than 15 students. 

Education Code 34.003(b) 

The operator of a passenger car or passenger van used to trans-
port students to school or to a school activity shall ensure that the 
number of passengers does not exceed the designed capacity of 
the vehicle and that each passenger is secured by a safety belt.  
Education Code 34.003(c) 

The District shall provide students required to attend the accele-
rated programs described in policy code EIE with transportation to 
those programs if the programs occur outside of regular school 
hours.  Education Code 28.0211(j) 

The Board may contract for all or any part of its public school 
transportation with a mass transit authority or commercial transpor-
tation company, provided that the authority or commercial transpor-
tation company: 

1. Requires its school bus drivers to have the qualifications re-
quired by and be certified in accordance with standards estab-
lished by the Department of Public Safety; 

2. Transports 15 or more students only in school buses or mass 
transit authority buses that meet or exceed safety standards 
for school buses established under Education Code 34.002; 

3. Conducts all the following education programs with Board ap-
proval: 
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a. A program to inform the public that public school stu-
dents will be riding on the authority’s or company’s bus-
es; 

b. A program to educate drivers of the buses to be used 
under the contract of the special needs and problems of 
public school students riding on the buses; and 

c. A program to educate public school students on bus rid-
ing safety and any special considerations arising from 
the use of the authority’s or company’s buses. 

The Board may supplement the state transportation cost allotment 
with local funds necessary to provide complete transportation ser-
vices. 

Education Code 34.008 

The District shall be reimbursed the cost of transporting career and 
technology program students to another campus within the District, 
to another secondary public school or an area career and technol-
ogy school, or to an approved postsecondary institution under a 
contract for instruction approved by TEA.  Education Code 
42.155(f) 

For provisions pertaining to criminal history record information on 
contractors providing transportation services, see CJA(LEGAL).  
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