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Summit Learning: The 16 Habits of Success 

Educators know that learning isn’t confined to the four walls of a classroom. To achieve a fulfilled 

life, students need to develop “Habits of Success”—mindsets and behaviors that support academ-

ic achievement and well-being. These include habits that support healthy development, life-long 

learning, mindsets for self and school, perseverance, and independence and sustainability. Sum-

mit Learning incorporates the Building Blocks for Learning as a framework for defining Habits of 

Success. With 16 key social-emotional learning skills outlined for comprehensive student develop-

ment.  

The development of the Habits of Success is embedded throughout the Summit Learning experi-

ence, including all three components: Mentoring, Projects, and Self-Direction. Teachers teach stu-

dents in all subjects through lessons and projects as they develop Habits of Success such as self-

awareness, tenacity, and agency. 

Building Blocks for Learning 

A Framework of Comprehensive Student Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summit Learning adopt-

ed prominent educa- tional 

psychologist K. Brokke Stafford-Brizard’s 2016 Building Blocks for Learning as its framework. It outlines 16 key social-

emotional learning skills for comprehensive student development.  

 

 
SPOTLIGHT    AT   MGS 



M atthew Sweat, a student in Mrs. Rensink ’s Sixth Grade, said 

he found Summit Learning to be “really good.” 

Matthew said he liked Summit Learning, because he could go at his 

own pace.  He reported that once he has learned something, he can go 

ahead to new information without learning the same thing over and 

over again.  Matthew appreciated the record-keeping capability of the 

platform.  He said he is reminded when something is due, and that 

Summit Learning also reminds him of his goals, which students set 

themselves.  Matthew found the goal-setting component helpful and 

said a new goal could be set every day, if needed.  Matthew expressed 

that he prefers Math tests on paper, rather than on the computer. For 

instance, when he transfers a shape on the screen to his scratch paper, 

he sometimes loses the exact dimensions.  He does, however, prefer 

the computerized testing format for the subjects of Science, English, 

and Ancient Civilizations.  Matthew said the testing is challenging.  If 

he misses questions, the platform does not tell him which questions 

were missed.  Thus, he needs to review the information to determine 

which questions were correct and which ones were incorrect.  

Students 

K aleb Ocker is a student in Mr. Noon’s 

Fifth Grade.  Kaleb said he found Summit 

Learning to be easier than the way he learned 

in the past.  He appreciates being able to go 

through the material at his own pace, rather 

than having to wait on the rest of the class.  He 

feels like he is covering more material.  Kaleb 

said he has a clear understanding of the evalu-

ation process.  He appreciates the diagnostic 

pre-test, as it establishes what is needed for 

learning.  Kaleb said the Summit Learning 

platform is very helpful.  If a green color is 

shown, a student feels they are ready to re-

quest a test.  If a student is not ready, they can 

pursue their Power Focus Area using Cornell 

Notes to guide their learning.  Kaleb also ap-

preciates the numerical status [rubric scores 

assigned in the grading process].  This lets him 

see if he needs to do more to raise the num-

bers to achieve a higher grade.  Kaleb likes the 

research part because it gives him information 

in different formats, i.e., videos, websites, ac-

tivity games. 

Braedee Weatherman is in Mrs. Frack’s Sixth Grade classroom.  She 

feels a big part of Summit Learning is timing.  She says she needs to 

time her progress just right, or she may fall behind.  Braedee finds that 

to do Summit Learning correctly, she usually works 2 to 3 hours at 

home each night.  In comparison to her homework last year, Braedee 

felt that was about an hour more of homework than she had last year.  

Braedee finds learning through the Summit platform is personal (self-

directed). but she also likes teacher instruction.  She stated that every 

morning she and her mother discuss her goals in an effort to deter-

mine what she wants to do for a particular day.  Braedee said she has 

learned to take breaks during the research portion of her studies to 

rest her eyes.  Braedee discovered that working with Summit Learning 

has increased her stress.  She said Mrs. Frack has shared videos offer-

ing tips on how to handle stress, and Braedee feels she is coping much 

better. 

D alton Krueger is in Mrs. Allison’s Fifth Grade.  When asked to discuss his thoughts on Summit Learning, Dalton 

said he has developed a few headaches from his screen time, but that has not hindered his enthusiasm for the op-

tion of being able to work on his own.  He likes the color coding in the management system and is always looking for the 

green, so he can move on in the platform.  Dalton said Math has always been his favorite subject.  He said Ms. Allison 

provides group instruction in the Math Focus Area.  Dalton stated that Summit Learning also provides videos for indi-

vidualized Math instruction.  He said he is sometimes challenged with the Math videos and needs to piece the infor-

mation together from the video to increase his understanding.  He said Ms. Allison is good about guiding his progress 

using the Point Sheet.  Mrs. Allison meets with Dalton to determine his progress for the Diagnostic and Content Assess-

ments. Although Math has always been Dalton’s favorite subject, he said that the Summit Learning Science has sparked 

an interest for him in Science.  He enjoys the Science, because it provides more details.  Dalton said when he was ill and 

had to stay home, he was able to keep up his studies in Summit Learning during his absence.  He found that helpful. 


