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Veteran’s Day Assembly
By: Grace Bush
Jyst Staff Reporter

  For many years Clermont 
Northeastern High School staff 
and students celebrated Veteran’s 
Day by signing and sending out 
cards to thank our local Veterans. 
This year CNE celebrated Veter-
an’s Day by hosting an assembly 
to honor Veterans of our armed 

forces. The assembly consisted 
of four Veterans coming in and 
speaking to staff and students 
about their lives and personal 
experiences in serving our coun-
try. Junior Allison Elliott said, “I 
thought it was great that we had 
the opportunity to come together 

Looking for gifts that cost 
less money? Check out some 

suggestions on page 2.

   At Clermont Northeastern 
High School, staff and students 
have been working together to 
raise school spirit. One way 
this is done is through friendly 
competition. Over the years staff 

Staff v. Students Volleyball Game
By: Quinten Baker
Jyst Staff Reporter

and students have competed in 
dodgeball and basketball games 
in attempts to win bragging 
rights. This year the staff and 
students of CNE faced off in a 
volleyball game. 

   The staff v. student volleyball 
game was held on Tuesday, No-
vember 24 and was a great send 
off to the Thanksgiving break. 
The game was a great success! 
The students were able to cheer 
for their peers and, every now 
and then, a few of their favorite 
teachers. The volleyball game 
gave the students the opportunity 
to battle it out with their favorite, 
or even least favorite teacher. 
However, the game was all in 
good fun. 
   Representing the student team, 
were various members of the 
Class of 2016. Donald Hahn, 
Jenna Mummert, Lindsey 
Wright , Damian Mitchell, 
Kody Boyd, Taryn Sanders, 
Robby Godbey, Jake Walters, 
Alex Green, Josie Seibert, Nick 
Ernst, Mckenzie Cooper, and 
Logan Denier worked as a team 
to defeat the staff. When re-
flecting on the big game, Senior 

Logan Denier said, “it’s a lot of 
fun. I love my teachers, but being 
able to have a little friendly 
competition with them is always 
great”.
   The staff’s team was represent-
ed by Mr. Iles, Mr. Taktak, Mrs. 
Yeager, Mr. Sick, Mr. Rose, Mr. 
Terpstra, Mr. Moore, Ms. Poe, 
Ms. Freeman, Ms. Mcgowan, 
and Mrs. Price. When asked 
about the staff v. student compe-
titions Mrs. Yeager said, “It’s a 
great time beating the students.” 
   All proceeds from the staff v. 
student volleyball game went to 
the Prom Committee to help fund 
another amazing Prom for 2016. 
The staff and students enjoyed 
this competition and will face off 
against one another prior to win-
ter break. On December 18, the 
staff and students will partake in 
a basketball game where the staff 
will attempt to hold on to their 
winning title. 

Frosty Follies
By: Keegan Bolton
Jyst Staff Reporter

as a school and honor our Vet-
erans. I think that next year we 
should be able to ask Veterans 
questions.”
   The first speaker was Kyle Ray. 
He graduated from Clermont 
Northeastern High School in 
2004 and enlisted in the United 
States Air Force in 2005. He 
spoke about what motivated 
him to enlist and what sort of 
experiences he had being in the 
military. The second speaker was 
Staff Sergeant Joseph Popham 
who graduated from Batavia in 
2004 and enlisted the same year 
in the U.S. Army. He shared 
why he enlisted as well. He also 
discussed his family and that he 
is married with several kids. The 
third speaker was Cecil Greene, 
who fought in the Gulf War. He 
is also the husband of our chorus 
teacher, Mrs. Greene, and the 
father of Senior Alex Greene. 
He spoke about the things he 
faced during his time and the 
way he felt. 

   The fourth and final speaker 
was Cliff Riley who graduated 
from Clermont Northeastern 
High School in 1965. He fought 
in Vietnam. Mr. Riley shared 
a story about a his friend Sam, 
who he went to school with and 
who also ended up in Vietnam as 
well.  Sam was not the coolest 
guy and people would pick on 
him, but Sam was so much more 
than that. He was a great guy 
that people didn't give a chance, 
and now Cliff goes around and 
speaks on behalf of Sam. He was 
explained how everyone knew a 
“Sam.”
   On behalf of everyone here at 
the JYST Staff, we would like to 
say a big “thank you,” to every-
one, past and present, who has 
served in the U.S military. We 
thank you not only for serving, 
but protecting the way of life 
we have and our country. Once 
again, thank you so much to all 
of our Veterans!

   December 5, 2015 marked the 
Second Annual Frosty Follies di-
rected by Clermont Northeastern 
band director Mr. Chris Moore. 
The Frosty Follies is a series of 
comedic skits, solos, ensembles, 
and jokes for the whole family. 
Lasting a few hours, the Frosty 
Follies production was a great 
family experience that parents 
and children alike thoroughly 

enjoyed. 
   Frosty Follies had an amazing 
turnout last year, giving this year 
even higher expectations with 
a great cast and director. Each 
member of the cast put much 
effort and time into making this 
an evening of entertainment that 
is fun for children of all ages 
to experience. Each solo, duet, 
and ensemble song was winter 
themed and put many in the 
Christmas spirit. 
   The cost of admissions to 
the event was two canned food 
items. The canned food items 
were collected as donations and 
given to the less fortunate. Frosty 
Follies was not only an enjoy-
able show and experience, but 
also one that allowed audience 
members to give back to the 
community. 

   Sophomore Katelin Moss 
was a soloist in Frosty Follies 
and said, “I just really enjoy the 
people I’m around. They all have 
this humor and craziness that I 
love.” 
   This year the cast of Frosty 
Follies did not disappoint au-

dience members. They put on 
an amazing performance that 
allowed the audience a chance 
to laugh, smile, and spread the 
holiday spirit. Another job well 
done by the Drama department 
as Clermont Northeastern.

See some favorite holiday 
traditions from staff and stu-
dents in this issue’s feature!
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See how various clubs spread 
holiday cheer throughout the 

community on page 3.

How is your favorite winter 
sports team doing so far this 

season? Page 7 has your 
Rocket sports report!

Need plans during winter 
break? Check out page 8 

for some suggestions of fun 
winter events.

Photo courtesy of Ms. Wayne and the CNEHS Yearbook Staff

Photo courtesy of Keegan 
Bolton

Photo courtesy of Emily Huff

Photo courtesy of Ms. Wayne and CNEHS Yearbook Staff

Photo courtesy of Google 
Images

Photo courtesy of Google 
Images

Photo courtesy of Google 
Images

Photo courtesy of Google 
Images



Teacher Thought 
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Santa’s Budget: How Much is too 
Much?
By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

   Who wouldn’t love to brag 
about the brand new iPhone 6 
they got for Christmas? Or what 
about that brand new PlaySta-
tion 4 you thought you wouldn’t 
get? Sure enough, Santa pulled 
through yet again! Soon you 
find yourself surrounded with 
all these great gifts from Santa 
that you were not even sure you 
would get this year! What about 
that kid that Santa only gave a 
new winter coat, or new winter 
boots? Does Santa “love them 
less”? Were they “naughty”? 
This is where people recently 
have failed to understand the line 
to draw between “From: Santa” 
and “From: Mom & Dad.” Why 
shouldn’t Santa treat everyone 
the same? 
   The gifts you get from your 
parents are always going to have 
a different meaning and feel-
ing behind them, whereas the 
presents that children get from 
Santa, as we are all aware, show 
if we have been “naughty” or 
“nice.” If Santa brought coal, 

you were naughty, and if Santa 
brought presents you were nice. 
What about when Santa brings 
you a laptop, but your friend 
only received clothes? Does that 
mean that you were “nicer” than 
they were? 
   This has been a widely contro-
versial topic recently and now 
it’s finally close enough to the 
holidays to talk about it. So, the 
questions are: “Should Santa 
have a budget?” The answers 
though, are not so easy to come 
up with. 
   Yes, Santa should have a bud-
get. Clearly there should be a line 
drawn between which presents 
are from Santa Claus and which 
presents are from Mom and Dad. 
However, this poses another 
question then: “How much is too 
much?” This is where things are 
not a numerical value or an item 
so much as a general understand-
ing. Not every family can afford 
a brand new “Call of Duty” game 
so when they only get mittens 
and a coat from Santa, but their 
friends all got brand new games, 
phones, etc. they feel as though 
they are not “loved” equally 
by Santa or they weren’t “good 
enough” this year. 
   So, by just doing the little 
things from Santa and the more 
expensive gifts from Mom and 
Dad, children feel more accepted 
and are more excited to go back 
to school to tell their friends all 
about the things they got from 
Santa and from Mom and Dad, 
and hear about the things their 
friends got as well! Just remem-
ber that the other kids are getting 
presents from Santa too, so 
giving them gifts from Mom and 
Dad is not a bad thing! Have a 
happy and safe holiday!

The Best Gifts Do Not Cost a Fortune
By: The JYST Staff

   As we are all aware, the time 
of year where shopping for 
our loved ones might force us 
to drain our wallets and bank 
accounts. There is good news for 
holiday shoppers. With the help 
of Pinterest, the JYST Staff has 
discovered a few holiday gifts 
that mean more than they cost! 
   During the holiday season, 
many people love sweet treats! 
You could choose to bake 
cookies, cupcakes, or some other 
sweet dessert for your loved 
ones. If you have a large family, 
a larger treat such as a cake or 
pie may be just the ticket to be 
the talk of the family gather-
ing! Pinterest is full of creative 
baking ideas including chocolate 
covered pretzels, brownies, cake 
pops, and countless other cre-
ations. The best part is a majority 
of the recipes and ideas featured 
on the Pinterest site are free. 
With this gift the dish will taste 
sweet, but the gesture will be 
considered sweet as well!
   Another option that is low cost 
and comes with much meaning 
is photos! Long are the days 
getting rolls of film or dispos-
able cameras developed. Rarely 
do we receive or order photos 
that are tangible. Some of us 
probably have parents who have 
outdated pictures of us displayed 
throughout the house. It is time 

to put those old photos in the 
attic and replace them with a bet-
ter, more up to date photo. Many 
online retailers such as Snapfish 
or Shutterfly offer deals during 
the holiday season that make 
photo printing very affordable. 
You may have enough cash to 
spare to buy a new frame or a 
personalized canvas. The possi-
bilities when gifting a photo are 
endless! This is one gift parents 
and grandparents would truly 
value for years to come!
   At the end of any day the gift 
most valued is time shared. 
This holiday season a great gift 
would be your undivided time 
and attention. Put the phones and 
tablets away, turn off the televi-
sion and give those around you 
your time. If you do have money 
to spare, take someone out for a 
cup of coffee, a hot chocolate, 
or even a small dessert! Life 
is short, enjoy the little things! 
Memories may fade, but the 
impact that have on another in-
dividual may last a lifetime! The 
JYST Staff would like to wish 
everyone a great, safe holiday 
break!

Warming Hearts for the Holidays

By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

   As it gets colder outside, the 
Northeastern Leo Club wants to 
warm the hearts of the commu-
nity! The Northeastern Leo Club 
is buying gifts for local families 
that are struggling during these 
tough times from money that was 
earned at the annual Pumpkin 
Run. The Leo Club was given 
a list full of anonymous people, 
who were either nominated or 
reached out for help, to shop 
for on Monday, December 7 at 
3:00. Once all of the gifts were 
bought, the Leo Club spent time 
wrapping them on December 15 
during first and second advisories 
for those people to open up on 
Christmas! 
   The Leo Club also wrapped 
more gifts at the basketball game 
on December 17 with Lions Club 
members. Last year, Leo Club 
helped out several families from 
our local community and this 
year they are helping even more. 

“This small gesture can mean so 
much to someone and I'm really 
glad I have the opportunity to 
help with something so kind,” 
said Leo Club member Clara 
Brinson. 
   With a total of 18 people to 
shop for, the Leo Club has been 
busy at work to get these gifts 
prepared for the families to open 
on Christmas day. The Leo Club 
encourages everyone to join as 
they wrap and shop. It is a great 
way to earn community ser-
vice hours for those in need for 
National Honor Society, Govern-
ment class, or simply to help the 
community out. Erica Noonan, 
a dedicated Leo Club member, 
said “I’m really excited to help 
out especially because I love the 
holidays so much and this is my 
favorite time of the year. So, I'm 
glad I can help other families 
enjoy it too.” A special thanks to 
everyone who helps out will this 
caring gesture for our commu-
nity!  

Sharing is Caring
By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

  The National Honor Society is 
also warming hearts this holiday 
season by adopting four children 
to buy gifts for. “I’m glad that 
our school actually gets the op-
portunity to help those in need,” 
said Senior National Honor Soci-
ety member Rebecca Hager. 
They divided the four children 
up among themselves and got 
details such as their favorite col-
ors, what they like, do they have 
any hobbies, and so on to assist 
them in buying gifts.
   Once they got a list compiled 
of what they were to shop for, 
the groups then set out to get the 
gifts. All gifts were paid for out 
of the pockets of the National 
Honor Society members. Once 
they bought the gifts, they then 
gathered to wrap the gifts to 
send off to the families for the 
holidays.

   This is an exciting event for 
the National Honor Society as 
they have not done it before. The 
members are excited to be able 
to reach out to their community 
in new ways, especially because 
there is not a better time to help 
the community out than during 
the holiday seasons! “This is 
really great to have the chance 
to reach out to the people in 
our community and help them 
because it really feels good to 
help out,” said senior Brooke 
Marlow. 
   The Clermont Northeastern 
National Honor Society wants to 
wish everyone a wonderful win-
ter break and holiday season.

   This year, the Northeastern 
Future Farmers of America had 
their second annual toy drive for 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
helps patients under the age of 
18 with orthopedic conditions, 
burns, spinal cord injuries, and 
cleft lip and palate. They offer 
care to patients regardless of 
whether or not the patient can 
afford treatment. 
   The drive started November 
13 and ended on December 16. 
Sophomore and FFA Officer 
Madeline Price said, “We’re 
helping put a smile on children’s 
faces during the holiday season.” 
The first toy drive spread through 
all three schools. Although the 
outcome was very good, this year 
it spread throughout the entire 
community. Donations were 
accepted at Clermont Northeast-
ern Schools as well as Owens-
ville businesses such as BP, Joe 

Toys for Everyone!

By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

Luigi's, Owensville IGA, Exotic 
Hair and Tanning, and Carney’s 
Feed Mill.
   Due to strict precautions, they 
only accepted new toys. While 
they cannot accept things like 
stuffed animals and coloring 
books, there are many other 
things that would help put a 
smile on local childrens faces 
like movies, magazines, books, 
cards, and boardgames. Keep 
in mind all of these items must 
be age appropriate. Half of the 
patients are teenagers between 
ages 11 and 18, and around 70% 
of patients are boys. “This makes 
a great impact on the kids lives. 
I'm just really happy to be able to 
be a part of this amazing gesture 
again this year,” said junior offi-
cer Jessica Doyle. The FFA en-
courages everyone to participate 
and donate to this great cause if 
possible to help everyone have a 
happy holiday. 

Happy Holidays
from 

The JYST Staff

   Snow is coming soon and the 
roads may get icy so be prepared 
by having a survival kit in your 
car in the event of an emergency 
on the road. Keep essential ob-
jects in a plastic bag or case. You 
should keep a blanket in your car 
in case you car breaks down in 
freezing temperatures. This can 
help you stay warm until assis-
tance arrives. You may also want 
to keep small, sealed packages of 
food and water to stay strong and 
hydrated. Remember that help 
may not arrive quickly as the 
roads may be hazardous.  
   It is not a bad idea to keep 
bandages or even a small first aid 
kit with gloves in your vehicle in 
the event you are involved in an 
accident and need to provide aid 
to yourself. In more serious acci-
dents scissors would be helpful 
in case you need to cut yourself 

Winter Car Safety 
By: Quinten Baker
Jyst Staff Reporter

out of your seat belt or cut open 
bandages, packages, or other 
potentially helpful materials. 
Jumper cables are helpful to have 
in your car in the event your car 
will not start. 
   Always keep an ice scraper in 
your car to scrape frost, snow, or 
ice off of your windows. Never 
drive with covered or fogged 
windows! A flashlight and 
batteries would be very useful 
for an emergency at night. Most 
car survival kits include road 
flares so other people can see that 
you are in trouble, especially at 
dark hours of the day. Whether 
you have crashed or just broken 
down, it is important for other 
cars and emergency vehicles to 
see you and your vehicle to avoid 
further injury or damage. 
   Make sure to watch road condi-
tions, drive the speed limit at all 
times, and obey the street laws 
so you can stay safe this winter 
season. 
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Procrastination 
Payoff
By: McKenzie Whalen
Editor-in-Cheif

   In life it’s important to always 
try your best at everything you 
do. I have soon come to realize 
that it's impossible to skate by 
in life, and that you will get 
nowhere if that is how you want 
to live. Many people joke around 
about procrastination being a 
silent killer, but in reality it is. 
Procrastination is the avoidance 
of doing a task which needs to be 
accomplished. It is the practice 
of doing more pleasurable things 
in place of less pleasurable ones, 
or carrying out less urgent tasks 
instead of more urgent ones, thus 
putting off impending tasks to a 
later time. Most of us are pretty 
familiar with this term especially 
as high schoolers. Side effects 
of chronic procrastination may 
include stress, crying, life ques-
tioning, late assignments, and 
bad grades. As a result, the only 
person to blame for this is your-
self. Procrastination is a disease 
that affects us all whether we 
like to admit it or not. 
   While most will admit that 
they suffer from being an avid 
procrastinator, most of us refuse 
to admit a hard truth. We all 
can be extremely lazy. Just like 
procrastination, laziness can also 
leave you feeling like there is no 
end to your stress. Both go hand 
in hand, and together can be a 
deadly combination. I often find 
myself in this predicament on a 
weekly basis. I hate to admit it, 
but I am lazy. Between going to 
school and work, I can’t seem to 
find any time for myself. When 
I finally have a second of free 
time, I waste it on things that ar-
en’t important rather than writing 
that essay, cleaning my room, or 
finishing my homework. I think 
that one of the biggest problems 
I have is always calculating 
another time that I can do some-
thing rather than doing it at that 
moment. The problem with that 
is not everything always goes ac-
cording to plan and anything can 
pop up out of nowhere, derailing 
that plan, and creating another 
reason to push off the task.
   Now as high school students, 
even though procrastination is 
a daily occurrence, we honestly 
can't afford to stay on that road. 
In the real world procrastina-
tion isn’t something that can be 
afforded to us. We can’t expect 
that our professors and bosses 
will allow us to slide by in life 
because we are supposed to be 
becoming adults. After all that 
laziness and procrastination has 
done to me, I am taking a pledge 
today to no longer procrasti-
nate in my high school career 
or in my life after school. As a 
sympathizer and a fellow pro-
crastinator I encourage everyone 
to stop procrastinating as well. 
Try to stop being lazy because 
in the end, it will all be worth it. 
You will feel much better after 
accomplishing all of your tasks 
on time and eliminating future 
worries.

Santa’s Budget: You Only Live Once!
By: McKenzie Whalen
Editor-in-Cheif

Photo courtesy of Grace Bush

A big question circulating 
throughout the media and even 
through the community is “How 
much is too much for Santa?” 
Christmas has always been the 
time of year that people love to 
spend money the most. Spending 
money on loved ones is a perfect 
way to give yourself a warm 
fuzzy feeling and put a smile 
on everyone's face. For parents, 
being able to spoil their kids on 
Christmas is something that most 
love to do in order to reward 
them for being so good all year. 
   When this special time of year 
comes around, why must we 
limit how much we intend to 
spend on kids who deserve the 
things they want after being good 
all year simply because others 
can’t afford to give their kids the 
same? Giving kids great presents 

that they’ve wanted for so long is 
a time old tradition and an even 
older tradition is writing “From: 
Santa Claus” on the gift tag.
   Many believe that Christmas 
is more than the gifts from St. 
Nick. They find that Christ-
mas has a deeper meaning, and 
they’re right! Christmas is a time 
of year where people get together 
and enjoy their family's company 
and contemplate the end of a 
year. While this may be true, mil-
lions all around the world have 
started the tradition of exchang-
ing gifts on Christmas morning 
whether they are expensive or on 
the less expensive side. Taking 
the label of “From: Santa” and 
changing it to “From: Mom and 
Dad” can make a child question 
their worth to Santa Claus just 
as much as the other kid who 
doesn’t get as many nice gifts. 
Doing so can jeopardize a child's 
belief in Santa Claus, and harm 
the holiday spirit of a child’s 
heart. 
   Christmas is about the tradition 
of spending time with family 
and appreciating one another.  It 
shouldn't matter how much a gift 
costs or who it should be from. 
Limiting the amount of money 
that a parent can spend on their 
kid is like limiting how much 
attention and love they can give 
them. Even if your family isn’t as 
fortunate as another, just remem-
ber that doesn't mean you can’t 
compensate the lack of gifts with 
genuine love and quality time.
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   Many students complain that 
high school doesn’t prepare them 
for the future, or that they don’t 
actually learn anything. Some 
say what they are being taught 
is useless, and all they have to 
do is pass then they can move 
on. Maybe it will be easier on 
the students if they just focus 
on learning. Science teacher Mr. 
Wells would agree. Mr. Wells 
said, “It’s not about the grade, 
but the quality of work.” If 
students take the time to learn 
the material, rather than do all 
the busy work to get the grade, 
they would be better off. Getting 
a good grade on a test is a good 
thing, but what if you don’t 
really remember what was on the 
test or what everything meant? 
Is being a good student only 
determined by the grade? “I’ve 
seen students who got straight 
A’s come back and say that they 
weren’t prepared for college, and 
students who got average grades 
say that they were very prepared 
when going to college,” said Mr. 
Wells. 
   Mr. Wells added, “Technology 
also takes a big part in this.” 
With all the new technology in 
today’s world, anything you need 
to know is right at your finger-
tips. All you have to do is enter 
a search to Google or explore 
Wikipedia. Something that 
everyone is familiar with is Pro-
gressBook. This technology has 
helped teachers, students, and 
parents communicate in regards 
to student’s grades. Teachers 
don't have to keep track of every-
thing with paper and pencil, as in 
times of old. They can now enter 
grades into the online Progress-
Book where students can check 
to see their grades on certain as-
signments as well as their grade 
in a certain class or check to see 
if they have any missing work. 
It also helps parents to be more 
involved in the student's school-
ing as they can keep track of stu-
dent’s grades and stay up to date 
on what is going on in the class-
room. This can also have some 
negative effects though. Only 
focusing on a grade can prevent 
the student from learning. Mr. 
Wells said, “Before Progress-
Book, parents used to ask what 
their kid wasn’t understanding in 
class or what material they were 
struggling with, rather than what 
assignments can help their kid do 
to bring their grade up or is extra 
credit an option?” 
   So if you really want to be a 
good student and learn as much 
as you can so you are well 
prepared for the future, maybe 
you should focus on the con-
tent of the class rather than the 
overall grade you will receive. 
Afterall, it is what you know that 
matters most! Everyone on The 
JYST staff would like to thank 
Mr. Wells for taking part in this 
month’s “Teacher Thought Cor-
ner.” If other teachers would like 
to be featured in the next edition, 
they are strongly encouraged to 
contact a member of The JYST 
staff.

By: Sarah Riehle
Jyst Staff Reporter
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ROCKET REMINDERS

- Winter Break: December 21- January 2
-Third quarter begins January 4

- Martin Luther King Day: Januart 18 (No School)

- Please come out, show your Rocket pride, and support your Rocket Ath-
letes this winter season!

The JYST Staff would like to wish everyone a great, safe winter break! 
Thank you for reading!

GO ROCKETS!

In this issue’s feature, we surveyed staff 
and students around the halls of 

Clermont Northeastern High School to 
learn of some favorite holiday 

traditions! Additionally, staff and 
students were invited to spread the 

holiday spirit by sending warm 
wishes! Here at the JYST, we wish all 
CNE staff and students a safe, and 
wonderful winter break! We look 

forward to seeing you in the new year!
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“When I was three, I got a 

puppy, that we named Star, for 

Christmas.”

Rebecca Hager: 

“Every year we do a secret 

Santa and we all play White 

Elephant.” Carlie Anderson: 

“We open one present every 

year on Christmas Eve before 

we go to bed.”

Aaron Pennington: 

“We go bowling every year 

on Christmas day.”
Alyson Hazelbaker: 

“My grandpa reads Twas the 

Night Before Christmas every 

Christmas Eve.”

Courtney Spilker: 

“We bake cookies every year 

for my teachers and friends.”
Dakota Burger: 

“We always celebrate on 

Christmas Eve instead of 

Christmas Day.”

Devin Campbell: 

“We used to go to my grand-

ma’s every year on Christmas 

Eve and those are some of my 

favorite memories.”

Emily Huff: 

“When I lived in Virginia we 

would go to Colonial Williams-

burg every year and watch the 

lighting of the Christmas tree.”

Heather Hicks: “Every year my step mom tells 
us to put our shoes in front 

of the fire place and the next 
morning ‘Saint Nick’ had put candy in them.”

Jake Lykins: “Every year my brothers and I 
stay up all night on Christmas Eve.”

Kaitlin Moss: “My favorite memory is that 
when I was little I used to try 

to stay up all night and wait for 
Santa but every year I would 
fall asleep before I could see 
him and when I woke up the 
presents would be there and 

the milk and cookies would be gone.”

Kelsey Herndon: “Every year, someone, usual-
ly my dad, will hide a pickle 
ornament in the tree and the 

first to find it gets to open their presents first.”

Mr. Ricco: “We open one gift on Christ-
mas Eve, just after midnight.”

Mrs. Stegemann: “Every year we go to Krohn 
Conservatory the day after 

Thanksgiving. They make a 
big “Christmas tree” out of 

poinsettias every year and it’s really cool.”

Mrs. Anderson: “Every year we have a dart war 
on Christmas Eve. It started 

because one year my grandma 
got Nerf blasters for everyone 
as a gag gift, and it broke out 
into a Nerf War. Now we do 
it every year. The kids do it 
sometimes too and they get really into it.” 
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Kayley Chambers:“My family all get together 
and have a big Secret Santa.”

Jacob Estep:“My family goes to my aunt's 
house and we have a gift exchange.”

Katie Pelzel:“My family gets together and 
watches all the christmas specials on TV.”

Madison Hill:“My family comes in from out 
of town. We go to mass, then 
waffle house afterwards.”

Shelby Joslin:“The oldest member of the 
family hides a pickle in the 

tree and all the kids search for 
it. Whoever finds it first, gets 

to open the first present.”
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THE JYST STAFF IS LOOK-
ING FOR VOLUNTEER 

REPORTERS TO WRITE 
ARTICLES FOR FUTURE 
ISSUES OF THE JYST. IF 
YOU ARE INTERESTED 
SEE A MEMBER OF THE 
JYST STAFF. A SPECIAL 
“THANK YOU” TO THIS 
ISSUE’S VOLUNTEER 

REPORTERS! 

EDITORIAL POLICY:
THE EDITORIAL REFLECTS 
THE MAJORITY OPINION 
OF THE JYST EDITORIAL 

STAFF.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
CAN BE SUBMITTED TO 
THE JYST NEWSPAPER 

EDITORIAL STAFF, ROOM 
97. OR MRS. T. DES-

GRANGE. LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR MAY BE EDITED 
FOR CONTENT, GRAM-
MAR, AND LIBELOUS 

MATERIAL.

ACROSS
5. I SAW MOMMY ________ 
SANTA CLAUS
9. I WANT A __________ FOR 
CHRISTMAS
11. _________ THE RED 
NOSED REINDEER
12. SANTA CLAUS IS COM-
ING TO _________
14. HERE COMES _________ 
CLAUS
15. ________ THE HALLS
16. ________ OF THE BELLS
17. ________ THE SNOWMAN
20. JOY TO THE _________
23. JOLLY OLD SAINT 
__________
25. THE _________ DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS

DOWN
1. WALKING IN A WINTER 
___________
2. LITTLE _________ BOY
3. O HOLY _________
4. GO TELL IT ON THE 
___________
6. LET IT ________
7. __________ BELLS
8. __________ CHRISTMAS
10. __________ IN A MANGER
13. IT’S THE MOST _________ 
TIME OF THE YEAR
18. ___________ AROUND 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE
19. LET THERE BE _________ 
ON EARTH
21. BABY IT’S COLD 
_________
22. __________ NIGHT
24. __________ ROASTING 
ON AN OPEN FIRE

Fill in the blank to complete the 
title of some of our favorite hol-
iday tunes!

CHRISTMAS CAROL 
CROSSWORD
By: The JYST Staff

Three Days of Finals
By: The JYST Staff

   This year finals seemed like 
they snuck up on the students of 
Clermont Northeastern. Many 
agree that this semester came 
to a close in the blink of an 
eye. A quick semester may be 
viewed as a positive outcome, 
but when finals sneak up the 
stress factor begins to sink in for 
most students. With course finals 
being the concluding factor of 
each class here at CNE, students 
find themselves buried in books, 
notes, and review sessions to 
prepare to end the semester on 
a high note. This does not seem 
like the ideal way to start the 
winter break, but students seem 
to enjoy the stress free semester 
break that comes with the holi-
day season. 
   In years past, students have 
endured three finals each on the 
last two days of the semester. 
This year, the finals schedule 
has changed. Now students are 
given two finals over the last 
three days of the semester. This 
new schedule allows students the 
opportunity to partake in after-
noon review sessions in classes 
where they will take the exam 
the following day. 

   Around the halls of CNE, stu-
dents are uttering words of mixed 
reviews about the new exam 
schedule. Some view that three 
days of finals allow students 
more time to prepare for their 
semester exams. “With three 
days of finals, we do not stress 
over taking three exams in one 
day,” said Senior Max Drube. 
Other students disagree and pre-
fer a shorter window for finals. 
“We have way too much time to 
take finals. Instead of three days 
with the review classes in the 
afternoon, where students are 
not paying much attention, two 
days of finals would allow us to 
use our class time and school day 
more wisely,” said senior Brooke 
Marlow. 
   Regardless of your perspec-
tive on exams, students do have 
more time to prepare and, if time 
is used wisely during review 
sessions, this new exam schedule 
could really benefit students of 
all grade levels. On any exam or 
in any class, the JYST Staff en-
courages all students to prepare 
for exams, complete all class 
assignments, and give your best 
effort all year long. Best wishes 
on your final exams, and we look 
forward to seeing you with a 
fresh start in the second semester. 

Counselor’s Corner
By: Hannah Ross
Jyst Staff Reporter

   With 2015 coming to an end, 
students at Clermont North-
eastern are preparing for a 
new year, which for some may 
include making life changing 
decisions. Instead of trying to 
deal with everything on our own, 
we have our school counselor, 
Ms. Gillio, who is always here 
to offer us the best advice and 
guidance we need for our high 
school career and life ahead of 
us. At this point in the year, Ms. 
Gillio stresses for the seniors to 
be checking their emails, as she 
will be sending out important 
information. She also has some 
advice for seniors as graduation 
is getting closer and closer. Ms. 
Gillio said, “Take control of your 
own future, by staying on top of 
deadlines, and asking questions.”
   Just as seniors are in need of 
some good advice, the juniors, 
sophomores, and freshman at 
our school can use some helpful 
guidance as well. Ms. Gillio en-
courages them as she said, “This 
is the time when you should 
evaluate what is working and not 
working and give yourself a fresh 
start after the holiday break.”  

   With Ms. Gillio being new to 
the school this year she feels as 
though she has grown to know 
many of the students at CNE, but 
says she still wants to meet and 
work with many more. 
   There are many things to look 
forward to after our Christmas 
break, as the school year contin-
ues to fly by. One of the many 
things Ms. Gillio looks forward 
is the seniors futures. She says “ 
I look forward to seeing seniors 
plans fall into place as they con-
tinue to transition into college, 
military, or the work force.”
   Receiving advice in our lives at 
our age is something that helps 
us in many ways. Such advice 
guides us in knowing what is 
right and wrong, and what will 
give us the most positive and 
beneficial outcome. Remember 
you must sign up to meet with 
Ms. Gillio, but she welcomes all 
students to do so.

Photo courtesy of Hannah Ross
Student Spotlight
By: Emily Huff
Jyst Staff Reporter

   Sophomore Amber Rossman 
is a friendly person who always 
has a smile on her face, and will 
make you feel welcome. She 
has played tennis during both 
her freshman and sophomore 
year, and plans to continue to 
play during her junior and senior 
years. Amber’s favorite class this 
semester is Computer Hardware 
with Mr. Taktak. Amber said, “I 

love the class because it is a lot 
of fun and the people in the class 
are really funny.” As a sopho-
more, Amber is unsure of what 
college she wants to go to, but 
does want to go to school to be 
an orthodontist. 
   Amber loves to hang out with 
her friends at bon fires and loves 
shopping at the mall. She loves 
to be outside as she often goes 
camping with her family and vis-
its different lakes for boating and 
swimming. Amber loves being a 
student at Clermont Northeast-
ern. She enjoys all the friendly 
people and can’t wait to see what 
her future holds. When asked 
what advice she had to offer to 
this year’s freshman, Amber said, 
“Always try your best because it 
will reflect on you!” If you see 
Amber walking in the hallway 
say hello, and you might even 
make a new friend!

A New Season, 
A New Start
By: Grace Bush
Jyst Staff Reporter

  After a great and exciting 
football season the Clermont 
Northeastern cheerleaders are 
moving on to basketball season. 
To start the season off, tryouts 
were held where many girls 
came out and were able to make 
JV and varsity squads. Both 
cheerleading squads have quite 
a few girls who haven’t cheered 
in high school or even at all, but 
they are all working very hard 
to make this a great season.The 
girls this season will be coached 
by Emily Kaltenbach who is a 
graduate from CNE and went on 
to cheer for Morehead’s all girl 
squad as well as Team USA’s all 
girl squad. They have already 
cheered two games and they 
were both a great success.
   The JV squad this year is made 
up of freshman Grace Hazel-
baker, Isabella Amann, Jaide 
Van-Pelt, Caitlyn Woreman, 

and Maddie Weber, along with 
Sophomore Cassie Boyd. The 
captains are Jaide Van-Pelt, Cas-
sie Boyd, and Isabella Amann. 
When asked about the best part 
of being a part of the JV cheer-
leading squad, Freshman Jaide 
Van-Pelt said, “Being with peo-
ple that have the same goals and 
mindsets as I do and being with a 
group of people that always have 
my back and having something 
that makes me happy no matter 
what.”
   As for the varsity squad, it 
is made up of freshman Jaide 
Van-Pelt and Kiana Stephenson 
sophomore Elizabeth Glancy, 
juniors Cheyanne Stahl and 
Chandra Griffis, and seniors 

Grace Bush, Jessica Shafer and 
Bekah Paytes. The captains for 
this season are Jessica Shafer and 
Grace Bush. When asked about 
her favorite part of cheerleading 
this season, senior Bekah Paytes 
said, “I love interacting with 
the other girls and I love how 
we all can work together. I'm 
looking forward to the rest of the 
season.”
  We look forward to seeing all 
the things that both of the squads 
have been working on this 
season. Don’t forget to come out 
and support the JV and varsity 
cheerleaders as they cheer on the 
boy’s basketball team! Come out 
and show your spirit and cheer 
along!

  The boy’s basketball teams are 
back at it again, working hard 
to have a successful basketball 
season. This year the Freshman, 
JV, and Varsity teams are off to 
a great start. Each team is made 
up of very talented players that 
range from freshman to seniors. 
The freshman team is coached 

Shooting for Success
By: Grace Bush
Jyst Staff Reporter

by Rob Carlier, the JV team is 
coached by Blair Terpstra, and 
the varsity team’s coach is Jim 
Jones. This also happens to be 
Mr. Terpstra’s first year of coach-
ing basketball for the Rockets. 
 So far the teams have played in 
four games against White Oak, 
Williamsburg, Blanchester, and 

Bethel-Tate. Junior Varsity had 
their first win over Williams-
burg on December 4 and varsity 
followed with their first win over 
Blanchester on December 8. The 
games this year have already 
been very intense with such close 
scores and great playing. Consid-
ering that the teams are welcom-
ing new people and learning how 
to work together, they are doing 
an amazing job.  Senior Kody 
Boyd said, “I’m excited to be a 
captain alongside Nick Ernst.”
   With all the excitement just in 
the beginning of the season, we 
can't wait to see how the rest of 
the season goes for all of these 
very talented teams. Don’t forget 
to come and support your boy’s 
basketball teams this season! The 
freshmen games begin at 4:30, 
followed by the JV at 6:00, and 
the varsity games at 7:30. The 
Rockets will participate in hol-
iday tournaments on December 
28 and December 29, at Cler-
mont Northeastern High School!

   Mr. Wells has been coaching 
wrestling for 11 years now. 
Wrestling involves a lot of hard 
work and endurance. With 14 
wrestlers on the roster, Mr. Wells 
said, “We have a lot of young, 
hard working kids with a very 
bright future.” The wrestlers 
work very hard throughout the 
entire season to maintain or get 
to a certain weight to wrestle in 
their weight class. They practice 
and are in the weight room ev-
eryday for at least an hour. They 
then go over to the elementary 
school to practice on the mats 
until 6:00. They sacrifice their 
weekends, their time, and their 
diets. They spend most of their 
weekends at tournaments from 
Friday night until 11:00 and then 
on Saturdays from about 7:00 
AM to 9:00 PM. For any athlete 
that wants to learn what sacrific-
ing truly means, wrestling is a 
great opportunity to do so. Senior 
wrestler Donald Hahn agrees. 
Donald said, “It’s fun, but very 

Wrestling Our Way to the Top
By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

hard. The hard work pays off.” 
As the assistant coach for two 
years now, Mr. Rose said, “We're 
trying to build a culture of win-
ning and change the traditions at 
Clermont Northeastern and bring 
pride back to the school.”
   With five wrestlerettes, Tia 
Hatfield, Cassie Boyd, Saman-
tha Dennison, Jaide Van Pelt, 
and Rebecca Werring, Mr. 
Wells holds them to the same 
standards as the wrestlers on the 
team. These standards are high 
as these students all represent 
Clermont Northeastern High 
School and not their individual 
selves. Returning wrestler David 
Yazell said, “I love wrestling 
and it's a great opportunity to 
make yourself a better person all 
around.” The wrestling season is 
underway and the outcomes were 
something to be proud of! We 
would like to wish the wrestlers 
a great remainder of the season 
and we look forward to watching 
them succeed on and off the mat!

   The Clermont Northeastern 
High School Academic Quiz 
Team is already hard at work. 
They have started practices to 
help further their knowledge of 
many different subjects. It may 
seem early, since their matches 
don’t start until January, but they 
want all the practice and knowl-
edge they can get. The team is 
made of a variety students that 
range from freshman to seniors. 
All the members of the team have 
the areas of their personal best, 

Flexing Their Brains
By: Grace Bush
Jyst Staff Reporter

and some areas that they do not 
know as strongly which is why 
the diversity of this team is an 
awesome thing. Senior Jessica 
Shafer said, “The Academic 
Quiz Team is a very successful 
and determined team. Our coach, 
Mrs. Hardy, strives to teach us 
the material we will need to ex-
cel this season. To have a coach 
who wants to win as much as we 
do, has pushed us to challenge 
ourselves and reach greater 
goals.” 
   Over the years the team have 
had many amazing accomplish-
ments as they hope to accom-

plish many more great things this 
season. The team really works 
together to figure things out 
and be successful during their 
matches. Senior Thomas Cobb 
said  “I’m looking forward to 
a winning season and possibly 
an undefeated one at that.” This 
shows the amount of success the 
Academic Quiz Team is striving 
for! We can’t wait to see what 
they accomplish this year and 
wish them the best as they con-
tinue to prepare for their upcom-
ing matches!

This year’s Lady Rocket basket-
ball teams are nothing to mess 
with! Consisting of JV and var-
sity teams, these girls leave their 
hearts on the court. The varsity 
Lady Rockets are led by coach 

Lady Rockets
By: Keegan Bolton
Jyst Staff Reporter

Liz Benjamin. The team is sure 
to show their opponents what it 
truly feels to go up against the 
Rockets! Varsity player, Junior 
Lynzee Sullivan said, “I just 
really love my team. It’s really 
great to be able to play with such 
great athletes and friends. Plus, 
I love any opportunity to better 

myself.” Go out and support the 
Lady Rockets at their upcoming 
holiday tournament on December 
29 and December 30 at Clermont 
Northeastern High School. Good 
luck to the Lady Rockets on the 
remainder of their basketball 
season!
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• “All I Want For Christmas Is You”
   - Mariah Carey
• “Let It Snow”
   - Dean Martin
• “You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch”
   - Thurl Ravenscroft
• “Rockin Around The Christmas Tree”
   - Brenda Lee
• “Jingle Bell Rock”
   - Hall and Oates
• “Santa Claus Is Comin To Town”
   - Frank Sinatra
• “Wonderful Christmastime”
   - Paul McCartney
• “Rudolph The Rednose Reindeer”
   - Johnny Marks
• “Santa Looked Alot Like daddy”
   - Brad Paisley
• “Frosty The Snowman”
   - Walter Rollins and Steve Nelson

This month, Junior Sarah Rehile created our 
playlist. The playlist is a survey of The JYST 

Staff’s favorite classic holiday tunes! 
Happy listening!

THE JYST PLAYLIST

   The cold weather is finally 
here. As we wave goodbye to the 
fond memories of summer and 
the warm weather, we say hello 
to scarves, hot chocolate, and 
sledding. This winter, don’t just 
sit at home, go out and have fun! 
What is there to do in the cold 
though? 
   Normally there isn’t a lot to do 
other than stay inside and play 
videogames or watch movies. 
Not any more though! Here’s 
just a short list of stuff to do to 
get your winter break started off 
right.
   •PNC’s Festival of Lights at 
the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 
Garden: Ordering tickets online 
will help save you money! 
Online ticket prices are $25 for 
adults and $20 for children and 
seniors. At the gate, ticket prices 
are $27 for adults and $21 for 
children and seniors.
   •The Water Wonderland With 
Scuba Santa at the Newport 
Aquarium: Admission for adults 
and senior are $23. Children's 
tickets are $15
   •Skiing, Snow Tubing, and 

Winter Holiday Activities
By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

Snowboarding at Perfect North 
Slopes: Prices will vary based on 
the area(s) in which you want to 
access. Your final cost will also 
depend on if you are in need of 
lessons, rentals, passes, etc.
   •EnterTRAINment Junction 
is West Chester: The “Do-It-All 
Ticket” is only $14.95 online. 
The “Train Journey” is $13.95 
for adults and $9.95 for children. 
Children 2 and under get in 
FREE!
   •Findlay Market in Downtown 
Cincinnati: The cost is free. Take 
a group of friends or family to 
walk around, enjoy the sights, 
and have fun!
   •U.S. Bank Ice Rink Fountain 
Square in downtown Cincin-
nati:Ice skating downtown is 
a major attraction this time of 
year! The price for admission is 
$6. If you need to rent skates, 
rentals are available for and 
additional $4.
   With any activity you choose to 
do over your holiday break, ev-
eryone here at The JYST would 
like to wish you a safe and happy 
holidays!
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   We have been celebrating New 
Years since at least 1904-that’s a 
lot of new years! The tradition of 
the ball dropping came about just 
a few years after we started cel-
ebrating the transition from the 
past year into a new one. Around 
1907, the ball dropping in New 
York City started a tradition that 

is still carried on today! 
   The ball that used to be made 
of iron and wood, transitioned 
to a ball made completely out 
of wrought iron. The ball was 
later replaced with aluminium, 
and then changed to an alumin-
ium skin with rhinestones and 
computer controls. With the help 
the modern technology of LED 
lights, the permanent ball that 
we see today was developed in 
2008. “The Big Ball,” as some 
call it, is now capable of creating 
millions of vibrant colors and 
original patterns. Sierra Chan-
dler said “I love staying up every 
year and counting down as the 
ball drops!” With a total of at 
least seven different designs for 
the ball, we have signaled the be-
ginning of the new year in many 

By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

Celebrating the New Year in Old Ways
different ways over the past 111 
years.
   The idea of having New Year’s 
resolutions is thought to have 
come from the Babylonians who 
would promise to the Gods that 
they would pay off their debts 
and return borrowed farming 
equipment in order to start off on 
the right foot with the Gods for 
that year. New Year’s resolu-
tions have gone from “I’ll pay 
everyone I owe back,” to “I’m 
going to lose weight and travel 
more this year.”  Although most 
people end up not completing or 
even starting their resolutions. 
Out with the old and in with the 
new! Everyone here at The JYST 
wants to wish everyone a happy 
New Year and we look forward 
to seeing you in 2016!  
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   With winter break just around 
the corner, everyone is excited to 
finally have exams done and be 
out of school for a little while. 
There will be tons of fun things 
to do this winter break with your 
friends and family as Pinterest is 
making its way into the spotlight 
of everyone’s DIY lists. Doing 
all kinds of fun things at home 
for the holidays, like making 
treats and crafts, is a great way 
to bond with your family or even 

Cookies, Crafts, and Christmas
By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

something really fun to do with 
your friends. So what exactly 
should you do? To save some 
time for you, we’ve compiled 
some of the best things to do for 
the holidays! 
   As far as food goes, who 
doesn’t love cookies? This recipe 
is perfect for anyone who loves 
chocolate, cookies, or brownies! 
Pinterest has a delicious recipe 
for Chocolate Brownie Cookies! 
The recipe takes a total of about 
two and a half hours, but makes 
about three dozen servings. 
There will plenty to share, and 
maybe some to keep for yourself! 
   To do something crafty, gather 
some popsicle sticks and a hot 
glue gun to piece together some 
wooden snowflakes. This activity 
is fun, festive, and rather simple. 
It is something that everyone can 
do and can be used to decorate 
around the house! If your tree is 
still looking a little bare this sea-
son, Pinterest is full of ideas and 

suggestions to create your own 
ornaments. The ideas are endless. 
Ornament making could end up 
being an annual tradition! 
   Pinterest is also full of afford-
able, easy gifts. One suggestion 
is to take a mason jar and hot 
glue some buttons on the outside 
of the jar. Place a small piece 
of fabric around the lid of the 
jar and you have a snowman! 
You could also fill the mason jar 
with candy, chocolate, pretzels, 
or anything fun! Finally, add 
personalized gift tag and attach it 
to the jar with a piece of twine or 
ribbon. This small gift is perfect 
for a variety of recipients. 
   As the holiday season con-
tinues to draw near, encourage 
yourself to try something new 
and gain a new skill. The JYST 
staff invites you to share some 
of your best Pinterest inspired 
creations! The crafty success of a 
friend may be just the encourage-
ment someone is looking for! 
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  It’s finally time for Winter 
Break and everyone is more than 
excited to sleep in and watch 
movies all day. This time of year 
is filled with the best holiday 
specials and marathons on tele-
vision! There are many classic 
movies that people watch every 
year when the holiday season 
rolls around! This year is the 
50th Anniversary of A Charlie 
Brown Christmas, a timeless 
classic that was produced in 
1965. Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer, Santa Claus is Comin’ 
to Town, The Santa Clause, 
Home Alone, The Year Without 
a Santa Claus,  National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vacation, Hol-

By: Heather Helton
Jyst Staff Reporter

The Countdown Continues

iday Inn, A Christmas Story, Mir-
acle on 34th Street,  A Christmas 
Carol, and White Christmas are 
all amazing classic movies for 
everyone to watch this holiday 
season. Junior Zoey Beebe said, 
“My family watches Christmas 
movies every year, especially 
ABC’s 25 days of Christmas!” 
   Newer movies that might be 
entertaining and put you in the 
holiday spirit are Elf with Will 
Ferrell,  Dr. Seuss’ How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas, Christ-
mas With the Kranks, Bad Santa, 
Fred Claus, Arthur Christmas,  
The Best Man Holiday, The Po-
lar Express, The Dog Who Saved 
Christmas, and The Christmas 
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Shoes. Most of these movies are 
available on Netflix, at a Redbox, 
or can be bought at nearly any 
local store. Sophomore Erica 
Noonan said “I love Christmas! I 
love staying up on Winter Break 
and watching Christmas movies 
all night!” Holiday movies are 
entertaining for audiences of all 
ages so cuddle up, grab a cup of 
hot chocolate and some of your 
favorite holiday snacks while 
you enjoy a marathon of holiday 
movies. These movies spread 
the cheer of the season through 
smiles, laughter, and song. 
Holiday movies, especially the 
classics, allow older audiences 
to relive the magic of the season 
year long!
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