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THUNDERBIRD 
NEWS

Tot em  Middle School Newslet t er  - Decem ber / January 18/19

Inside t h is issue:

MSD Attendance Message

Character Strong Trait of the 
Month

PTSA

Photography club winners

Cell Phone Policy

School Counselor 

Safe Schools       

ASB                                

Essential Learning Standards

Totem Sports

School Hours 8:15 am - 2:50 pm

Friday Early Release 8:15 am - 1:20 pm

TO REPORT AN ABSENCE PLEASE CALL (360) 965-0501

Pr incipals Message

ANGELA COLLINS, PRINCIPAL  --  KERI  L INDSAY,  ASST. PRINCIPAL --L ISA RADFORD, DEAN 

Dat es t o Rem em ber :

12/5--PTSA Mtg, 6:30pm

12/11--Cooking Club starts

12/12--TMS Choir Concert, 6:30pm

12/14--TMS Band Concert, 6:30pm

12/19--Early Release, 12:20pm

12/20-1/2--Winter Break

1/3--Back to School

1/9--PTSA Mtg, 6:30pm

1/21--MLK Holiday, No School

1/28--No School

Dear Totem Families,

Dur ing the holidays, absences spike in the weeks before and 
after the winter break as families squeeze in a few more 

vacation days.  Just a few missed days here and there, even 
excused absences, can add up to lost learning time and has the 
potential to put your child behind in school.  This is as true in 
kindergar ten as it is in middle school.  Put simply, too many 

absences at any age can affect a student's chances for 
academic success and eventually for graduation.  This holiday 
season, give your children the gift of attendance.  If your child 

must be gone, please communicate that absence with the 
attendance office as well as your child's teacher.  For 

additional help, we have our after school study club on 
Tuesday's and Thursday's from 3- 4 pm in the Student Suppor t 

Services room.

Have a wonderful holiday season.

Angela Collins, Pr incipal
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Decem ber  t rait

January t rait

    Dear Parents,  

  Are you planning a family trip for the holidays? As you think about your arrangements, we want to stress the 
importance of sending your child to school every day possible. Every year, absences spike in the weeks before 
and after the winter holiday as families squeeze in a few more vacation days. It?s time to break that cycle. We 
know that just a few missed days here and there, even if they?re excused absences, can add up to too much lost 
learning time and put your child behind in school. This is as true in kindergarten as it is in high school. Put 
simply, too many absences at any age can affect a student?s chances for academic success and eventually for 
graduation. 

  We recognize that holidays are an important time for reconnecting with families far away. The costs of plane 
tickets and travel often influence when you want to travel. But keep in mind the costs to your children?s 
education if they miss too much school?  and the message you will be sending about the importance of 
attendance. Even if you?ve got a homework packet from the teacher, it doesn?t make up for the interaction and 
learning that happens in the classroom. Our teachers will be teaching, and our students will be learning, right 
up until vacation starts and the first day back. You can help us convey that message. This holiday season, give 
your children the gift of an education and the habit of attendance.  

 Thank you, have a wonderful holiday! 

  Sincerely, 

  Marysville School District 

  Truancy Department  

Each month we like to showcase two 
students from each grade level who 
represent Totem Middle School by 

influencing others to build a positive and 
caring school climate.  Our monthly 

character strong traits demonstrate how 
students are leaders by building 

relationships and showing love and 
acceptance of others.

For the month of October Hannah Worth, 
Gary Wilson, Stephanie Cardenas, Apollo 
Lewis, Persephanie Jones, and Alexandr 
Lisovoy were selected by their teachers 
for the trait of Respect.  Respect means, 
"treating others like they are important, 
valuing people for their humanity, even 

though they might be different than you." 

Congratulations to our October 
Leadership Award students!
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Please join us for our next 
PTSA General Meeting on 

December 5th in the 
Totem Library at 6:30pm. 

PTSA Interim Board

President-Mike Pettruzzelli

 Vice President-Keri Lindsay

Secretary-Wendy Franklin

Treasurer-Rachel Loertscher

Phones are to be off and away during the 
day. Students can use them in the 

lunchroom during their designated lunch 
time.  Please support your student and 

encourage them to turn their phones off 
during the day.

 If you or another guardian or contact 
person needs to get a hold of your student 
during the school day please call Totem MS 

Main Office at 360-965-0500. 

We appreciate your support in what seems 
like the biggest distraction in the classroom 

and socially with our students.  

 We would also like to share the age 
requirements for some applications...

 Your student must be 13 to have access or 
their own account for each of the following 
apps; snapchat, Instagram, facebook and 

youtube. 

We are asking for your support to monitor 
your student?s social media and to 

encourage safe, productive and positive 
communication on social media, text 

messages and photo/video capabilit ies.

 If you have any questions regarding this 
information please contact Lisa Radford, 
our Dean of Students 360-965 0506 or via 

email lisa_radford@msd25.org.  

Tot em M iddl e School
Cel l  Phone Pol icy

Cell phones of f  and 
away dur ing t he day, 

but  hey,

lunch is OKAY!

Phot ography Club
Novem ber  Winners

Fall and Nat ure

by:  Sylvia McWill iam s by:  Rebekah Hanson

by:  Kait lyn Bil lem yer by:  Vit al ina Leonchyk
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If you are in immediate danger or your tip is in 
regards to a life-threatening emergency, call 

911!

To report an unsafe situation anonymously: 

 Call or text your message to (360) 799-5141

Online at:  https://1248.alert1.us

Email at:  1248@alert1.us

RESOURCES  for Families & Students

Care Crisis Line (425) 258-4357

24 Hour Crisis Line (800) 584-3578

National Suicide Prevention (800) 273-TALK 

     (800) 273-8255

Chat available via the web at:         
www.866teenlink.org

Crisis Text LIne:

text "HELP", or "HELLO" or any other 
introductory short word to 741741

 NonDiscr im inat ion St at em ent .  
Marysville School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. The following employees have been designated to address questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  Civil Rights Coordinator - Gregg Kuehn, Risk Management 
Supervisor, gregg_kuehn@msd25.org, 360-965-0110; Title IX Officer ? Tracy Souza, Human Resources Director, tracy_souza@msd25.org, 360-965-0071; Section 504 Coordinator, 
Nancy Smith, Director of Categorical Programs, nancy_smith@msd25.org, 360-965-0051; ADA Coordinator ? Ginger Merkel, Executive Director of Special Education, 
ginger_merkel@msd25.org, 360-965-0174.  Address:  4220 80th Street NE, Marysville, WA 98270.  Website: www.msd25.org Marysville School District is a drug- and tobacco-free 

workplace. You can repor t  discr im inat ion and discr im inat ory harassm ent  to any school staff member or to the district?s Civil Rights Coordinator, listed above.  You also have 

the right to file a complaint.  Please Note:  Policies that address this issue are Policy 3210 ?Non Discrimination? & 5010 ? ?Non Discrimination and Affirmative Action.?  These 

Policies are available online at www.md25.org, at your school, or at the District Office:  4220 80thStreet NE, Marysville, WA, 360-965-0000.  

W H O  IS YO UR ST UD EN T S 
CO UN SEL O R?

Kristel Hollick  8th grade & 7th grade (L-Z)

(360) 965-0520

kristel_hollick@msd25.org

Serena Meidinger  6th grade & 7th grade 
(A-K)

(360) 965-0532

serena_meidinger@msd25.org

SO CIAL  M ED IA
FO L L OW  US O N

 FACEBO O K : @Totem M idd le

T W IT T ER: @T M S_ M SD 25

O n the W eb:  www.m sd25.or g

navigate to schools, Totem

D own load our  APP by search ing 
your  app  store:  M ar ysv i l le School  

D istr i ct , W A

  SOA R Li k e a  

 Th u n d er bi r d !                  
  Safe 

Organized     

Achieving     

Respectful 

http://www.msd25.org/
http://www.md25.org/
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TMS ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS

Students will be working on public speaking and practicing tutorials.

ADVANCEMENT via INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION (AVID)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

 The following standards are being worked on  during the months of December & January in class:

- Describe the FITT formula for each Health Related Fitness Component
- Participate in a variety of cardiorespiratory endurance, muscular strength, muscular 

endurance, and fitness activities (e.g. weight room, fitness Friday's & calisthenics).
- Fitness assessment test on health-releated fitness components (6th grade-formative 

assessment, 7/8th grade summative assessment).

Every sports unit or fitness activity that we work on include these standards:

- Exhibit responsible social behaviors by cooperating with classmates, demonstrating inclusive 
behaviors, and supporting classmates.

- Safety--independently use physical activity and fitness equipment appropriately and safely.
- Rules and Etiquette--demonstrate knowledge of rules and etiquette by self-officiating 

physical activities and games.
- Students will demonstrate competency in a variety of motor skills and movement patterns.

At the end of January we will have completed two sports units and will have worked on the following 
motor skills:

                            
Volleyball (Nov. & Dec.) Team  Handball (Dec.) Pick leball (Jan.)

Serve, forearm pass, 
overhead pass & strike

Throw, catch, offensive 
tactics, defensive tactics, 
transition from offensive 
to defense

Forehand, backhand, 
serve, volley, offensive 
skills, defensive skills

SCIENCE
8t h grade:  Will analyze & interpret data to provide evidence for the effects of resource availability 
on organisms & populations of organism in an ecosystem.

7t h grade:  Develop a model that predicts & describes changes in particle motion, temperature, & 
state of a pure substance when thermal energy is added or removed.

6t h grade:  Electromagnetic Radiation:

- When light shines on an object, it is reflected, absorbed, or transmitted through the object, 
depending on the object 's material & the frequency (color) of the light.

- The path that light travels can be traced as straight lines, except at surfaces between 
different transparent materials (e.g., air & water, air & glass) where the light path bends.
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ENGLISH/SOCIAL STUDIES
6t h grade English: 

- I can determine the meaning of words that are used in a text.
- I can analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

6t h grade Social St udies: 

- I can explain and compare the rise of civilizations from 8000 BCE to 200 CE on two or more 
continents.

- I can analyze how cultures and cultural groups in ancient civilizations contributed to world 
history

7t h grade English: 

- I can write effective paragraphs that include a topic sentence, supporting evidence, my 
commentary, and a concluding sentence.

- I can write an informative essay about a theme from a fictional novel.

7t h grade Social St udies:

- I can analyze how and why society changed in medieval Europe.
- I can compare the structures of American government and medieval European government.

8t h grade English:

- I can determine the theme or central idea of a text and analyze it 's development over the 
course of the text.

- I can gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, determine the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and paraphrase that information in my own words.

8t h grade Social St udies:

- Write an argument based on the question "Could the Civil War have been avoided? Why or 
why not.

- Analyze and interpret historical materials from a variety of perspectives in U.S. history.

- A wave model of light is useful for explaining brightness, color, and the frequency-dependent 
bending of light at a surface between media.

- However, because light can travel through space, it cannot be a mater wave, like sound or 
water waves.

MATH
6t h grade:

- Calculate quotients of fractions by dividing fractions by Using fraction models and equations to 
represent applicable uses of fractions.

- Use ratios and unit rates to solve real-world mathematical problems through reasoning with  
tables, tape diagrams, double number lines diagrams and equations.

- Use ratio reasoning to convert measurement units

7t h grade:

- Solve real-world & mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational 
numbers.
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7t h grade Accelerat ed:

- Use a horizontal & vertical line to represent addition & subtraction of rational numbers 
(includes fractions, whole numbers, decimals & integers).

- Use multiplication & division to solve problems involving rational numbers (includes fractions, 
whole numbers, decimals & integers).

- Solve real world problems using positive & negative rational numbers (includes fractions, 
whole numbers, decimals & integers).

8t h grade:

- Show that linear equations can have one solution, infinitely many solutions, or no solutions.  
Graph proportional relationships, interpreting the unit rate as the slope of the graph.  
Compare two different proportional relationships represented in different ways.  For example, 
compare a distance-time graph to a distance-time equation to determine which of two moving 
objects has greater speed.

- Use similar triangle to explain why the slope m is the same between any two distinct points on 
a non-vertical line in the coordinate plane;  derive the equation y = mx for a line through the 
origin and the equation y=mx+b for a line intercepting the vertical axis at b.

- Understand that solutions to a system of two linear equations in two variables correspond to 
points of intersection of their graphs, because points of intersection satisfy both equations 
simultaneously.

- Solve systems of two linear equations in two variables algebraically, and estimate solutions by 
graphing the equations.  Solve simple cases by inspection.

- Solve real-world and mathematical problems leading to two linear equations in two variables.
- Compare properties of two functions each represented in a different way (algebraically, 

graphically, numerically in tables, or by verbal descriptions).
- Interpret the equation y=mx+b as defining a linear function, whose graph is a straight line;  

give examples of functions that are not linear.
- Construct a function to model a linear relationship between two quantities.  Determine the 

rate of change and initial value of the function from a description of a relationship or from two 
(x, y) values, including reading these from a table or from a graph.  Interpret the rate of change 
and initial value of a linear function in terms of the situation it models, and in terms of its 
graph or a table of values.

Algebra:

- Understand that a function from one set (called the domain) to another set (called the range) 
assigns to each element of the domain exactly one element of the range.  If f is a function and 
x is an element of its domain, then f(x) denotes the output of f corresponding to the input x.  
The graph of f is the graph of the equation y=f(x).

- Relate the domain of a function to its graph and, where applicable, to the quantitative 
relationship it describes.

- Fit a function to the data;  use functions fitted to data to solve problems in the context of the 
data.  Use given functions or choose a function suggested by the context.  Emphasize linear, 
quadratic, and exponential models.

- Describe situations in which opposite quantities combine to make 0.  For example, a hydrogen 
atom has 0 charge because its two constituents are oppositely charged.

- Solve real-world & mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational 
numbers.



8

Tot em  Thunderbird Spor t s

- Graph linear and quadratic functions and show intercepts, maxima, and minima.
- Compare properties of two functions each represented in a different way (algebraically, 

graphically, numerically in tables, or by verbal descriptions).
- Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems; 

choose and interpret units consistently in formulas;  choose and interpret the scale and the 
origin in graphs and data displays.

- Understand that the graph of an equation in two variables ins the set of all its solutions 
plotted in the coordinate plane, often forming a curve (which could be a line).

Basket ball

Volleyball

Dat e Opponent Locat ion Tim e

11/26 7th vs NLMS                   8th 
vs Cavelero (Gold)

Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

11/28 Bye

12/3 Post MS (Arlington) Post MS 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

12/5 7th vs LSMS                   8th 
vs Cavelero (Crimson)

Totem 7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

12/10 Valley View (Snohomish) Valley 
View MS

8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

12/12 Stanwood MS Stanwood 
MS

7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

12/18 Cedarcrest Cedarcrest 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/7 Haller MS (Arlington) Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/9 Marysville MS MMS 7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

1/14 Centenial MS Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/16 Hidden River MS Totem 7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

Dat e Opponent Locat ion Tim e

11/26 NLMS (Lake Stevens)           
(7th only)

NLMS 7th @ 4pm

11/28 Bye

12/3 Post MS (Arlington) Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

12/5 7th vs LSMS                   
8th vs Cavelero 

Cavelero Mid 
High

7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

12/10 Valley View MS Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

12/12 Stanwood MS Totem 7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

12/17 Park Place (Monroe)           
(8th gd only)

Park Place 8th @ 4pm    

12/18 Cedarcrest Totem 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/7 Haller MS (Arlington) Haller MS 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/9 Marysville MS Totem 7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm

1/14 Centenial MS Centenial MS 8th @ 4pm    
7th @ 5:15pm

1/16 Hidden River MS Hidden River 
MS

7th @ 4pm    
8th @ 5:15pm


