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TAKING HOME THE TROPHY 
    “Win the next play anyway!” says 
coach John Clark Junior. Saturday 
November 24th Waubun/Mahnomen 
Thunderbirds brought home the trophy 
when they won the State Championship. 
“They say that defense wins 
championships” says Senior 
Quarterback Parker Syverson. That night 
they made history not only for the team 
but for the community as 
well.  Cheerleader Arianna Anderson 
states that her most memorable moment 
about the game was “when Jayden 
Heisler stripped the ball!” 
     Football players say that winning is 
“unlike anything ever felt before”. The 
coaches have practiced hard and 
trained them for the road ahead; others 
say that they overcame all competition 
because we “had more weapons and 
depth around us” says the football 

players. 

            Simple factors that contributed to 
our team winning was “the combination of 
the two schools.” One thing the 

Waubun/Mahnomen school football team 
will remember is “being out there with the 
boys.” At the end of the game the crowd sat 
in silence for the game winning two point 
conversion. At the last second Jayden 
Heisler blitzed and snatched the ball from 
the Bold team with 1 minute and 36 
seconds to spare. Syverson finished the 

game with the winning 2 point conversion 
leaving Thunderbirds in the lead and having 
a score of 22 -21! 
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EVENTS 

350 TO SING IN OGEMA 

The annual Ogema Christmas concert will be held on December 
14th in the Ogema gym at 9:30am and 1:30pm and will feature all 
350 kids singing Ojibwe and traditional songs. TV3 and KRJB 
radio will broadcast the performance. 

 

 Kickstart will sing "S-A-N-T-A" (to 
the tune of Bingo) in Ojibwe, 
"Snow Pants," and "Snow Is 
Falling Today." Kindergarten will 
sing "Jingle Bells." "Santa Claus Is 
Comin' To Town," and "Up On The 
Housetop."  

1st Grade will sing "Blitzen's 
Boogie," "Hip Hop Reindeer," and 
"Rudolph The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer" (in Ojibwe).  

2nd Grade will perform "Hip Hop 
Elves," "The Sounds of Santa's 
Workshop," "I Want To Be An Elf," 
and "We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas" (in Ojibwe). 

 3rd Grade will sing "Christmas 
Jubilation," "Frosty the Snowman," 
and "Rockin' Around The 
Christmas Tree."  

"This Holiday," "Here We Come A-
Caroling," "Over The River," and 
"Deck The Halls" is sung by the 
4th grade. 

 “[All students] would like to do 
‘the floss’ while they sing! 
Definitely their favorite dance 
move” states Music Teacher Anne 
Champa.         

Students also report that those 
who cannot whistle get to use 
kazoos to add fun effect and 
instrumentation to the show.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Train to 
Spread Cheer 
December 13 

The Holiday train is scheduled run past 
Mahnomen on December 13. The train is 
completed with lights, food drives, and a band; 
this year performing is an American rock 
musician: Willy Porter.  
         Since 1999 the Holiday Train has been 
chugging along North America and Canada to 
help raise food, money and awareness to the 
local banks and food shelves. Not only that but 
also to help to entertain and bring cheer to 
thousands of people.  
        People in our community watch the train 
annually. It is an event for “Everybody who like 
holiday lights” Band Director Sarah Bauck states, 
who attends viewing the train most years. “Some 
years they have famous musicians perform.”  
       “It’s cool for kids,” Dean of Students Tim 

Spaeth adds. Although the train chugs through Callaway, Ogema, and Waubun, it actually stops in Mahnomen. 
  Over 14.5 million dollars, 4.3 million pounds of food and $15 million is raised for cardiac care and 
research, and the holiday train shows no sign of stopping. 

 

 

Ogema Christmas 
Concert 

350 students 
perform! 

9:30am & 1:30pm 



 

 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Wrestling Underway 
 
       Thunderbird 
wrestlers took to the 
mats on Saturday, 
December 1st at their 
first tournament in 
Hillsboro. Wrestlers 
who posted wins at 
the tournament 
include David Rock, 
Adam Syverson, 
Marvin Bellecourt, 
Malachi Brower, and 
Shae Yates.  
       There are a total 
of twenty seven kids 
in wrestling this year 
which is almost two 
times the numbers as 

last year. This year’s captains 
are Waubun Seniors Adam 
Syverson and Chase Dorman. 
       This season, our 
Thunderbird brawlers will 
wrestle the regular competition 
along with five North Dakota 
schools. The team will attend a 
triangular at Badger-
Greenbush-Middle River, trave; 
Crookston on December 8th, 
and wrangle at Cass Lake on 
the 14th and 15th. 
 

 

Band Business 
     WHS has three band students 
attending Minnesota Band 
Directors Regional Honor Band on 
January 12th in Fergus 
Falls to put on a 
concert. This is made up 
of band students from 
schools of all sizes in 
the northwest region of 
Minnesota. These 
students include Abigail 
Baker, Mackenzie 
Lampton, and Lizy 
Reich.   
     Lampton and Reich 
received excellent 

ratings on their solos at the sub-
section ensemble contest in 
November.  They will also be 
participating in the Bemidji State 
Honor band on January 26th. 
     Other annual band happenings 
include winter pep band which 
begins on Tuesday, December 4th, 
Friday. December 7th is a 5th and 
6th grade concert at 2:15pm; 
Monday, December 10th, Senior 
High performs at West Acres at 
10:00am; Tuesday, December 
18th at 7:00pm is a Junior High 
and Senior High Christmas 
concert.  
     Spring of 2020 Chicago trip “is 
happening” says WHS Band 
Director Sarah Bauck. “We have 
some great parents who are 
working hard to make this happen” 
states Bauck. Currently there are 
thirty three students planning to 
take the trip. 
 

Starting Speech 
     On November 13th, third 
year English Teacher and 
Waubun Coach Katie Baker 
kicked off the Speech season 
with the first Thunderbirds 
Speech meeting. This was 
meant for returning competitors 
and new recruits. Team 
meetings are held every 
Wednesday morning in Bakers 
room. 
     Speech is for students 7-12 
grade who are interested in 
competitive speaking and like to 
act, research, write or talk. 
They can choose from 13 
different categories. For more 
acting: story telling, humorous, 
drama; for more research: 
informative, discussion, or 
original oratory (persuasive).  
     A fundraiser for the speech 
team will be in March with live 
music and a taco bar to 
hopefully raise enough money 
for the team to go to state and 
watch the other competitors; 

“Which was a Hoot of a learning 
experience from last year” says 
Baker. Every competition is 
open to the public so anyone 
can come watch. 
     “Sometimes it is easy to be 
disheartened by today's youth,” 
says Baker. “Seeing kids excel 
at a professional atmosphere 
and be brave helps restore my 
faith in humanity.” 
 

Ice Fishing 
     Out of 
sixteen 
surveyed 
seniors, 
75% report 
enjoying 
ice fishing. 
When ice 
fishing 53% say they go with 
family and 46% go with friends.  
     There are three types of ice 
fishing that are popular for 
these students. These types of 
ice fishing include tip-ups, 
spearing, and using a light rod. 
Five seniors report using tip-
ups, 1 spear, and 7 use a light 
rod. The types of fish one can 
catch include bass, walleyes, 
muskies, tullibee, northern pike, 
smallmouth bass, jumbo perch, 
crappies, and bluegills. 
     According to 
www.visitsaukcentre.org, the 
top 5 places to ice fish include 
Lake of the Woods, Upper Red 
Lake, Sauk Lake, Gull Lake and 
Leech Lake. Some people have 
said there are 8-9 inches on 
some of the lakes, and the DNR 
urges fishermen/women to take 
caution while the ice is 
thickening; it is not ready for 
vehicular travels. Four-wheel 
terrain vehicles have already 
been reported falling through 
Minnesota lakes.  

http://www.visitsaukcentre.org/


 

 

  

STUDENT LIFE
 
Tech T: New, Improved WOWE Website 

A new website through aptegy and thrillshare was launched for Waubun Public Schools on Friday, November 
16th. The other site was outdated.  “We needed a better way to communicate with the public” says Technology 
Coordinator Travis Gary.  This website was created with the help of Gary, Superintendent Lisa Weber, Student Service 
Coordinator Dejah Anderson, WHS Junior Emily Olson, Waubun Principal Eric Martinez, District Office Secretary Julie 
Wenschlag, and Ogema Principal Laurie Johnson. 

The website shows District, ALC, Indian Education, and Public, Staff and Student Information. Waubun-Ogema-
White Earth (WOWE) Website was turned into a free app that can be downloaded on an Android or Apple device. Survey 
shows that 29% of students at Waubun High School have the app downloaded on their phone.  

When first clicking on the website it shows a series of pictures of students at WOWE Schools, and a “menu” tab 
that shows Live Feed- important reminders updated by staff, Staff- who all works at WOWE schools, News- news articles 
written about the Thunderbirds, Events- what events are happening and when, Dining- what’s for lunch/breakfast, 
Documents- items such as the T-Bird Times and After School Activity forms, and Athletics- where one can see what’s 
happening with any Thunderbird sport. 

A survey of grades 5th-12th at Waubun show that 70% of students like the new website, and 53% like the new 
website more than the old website. “I like that it has an athletics section” says an anonymous student at WHS. “Even if I 
don't go to the games I can still see what happened and who won.”  
 
 

DEAR NIIJII: ADVICE
 

Dear Niijii,  
My best friend is a bad influence, but I love her. 
What do I do?  
 
Signed, Struggling Friend  
 
Dear Struggling Friend,  
 
It can be easy to be negatively influenced without 
even knowing it. Be honest with yourself. Is this 
friend dragging you into things? If so, adopt a 
buffer friend. A buffer friend is an additional 
person you bring in to keep an eye on things. This 
buffer friend can be like the “Mom/Dad” of the 
group. This could work, or it could backfire. The 
best advice I can give is this: be upfront with your 
friend. If she’s worth having around, she will 
listen to your honest concern and help to try to 
be better. Be brave; as Dumbledore once said, “It 
takes a great deal of bravery to stand up to our 
enemies, but just as much to stand up to our 
friends.”  
Best of luck, Niijii 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Niijii,  
How do I improve my speaking skills? 
  
Thanks, Speechless 
 
 
 
Dear Speechless,  
 
Get a job! Seriously, working in any establishment 
can help polish up your speaking skills because 
you will be forced to talk to your coworkers and 
boss. You could also make it a point - make it a 
goal - to speak out loud as much as possible. 
YouTube may also be your friend. Check out the 
TedTalks and Slam Poetry to get some vibes 
rolling. This may help! 
 
Best wishes, Niijii 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

HELP WANTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SEASONAL NEWS 
REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR: DEC 7 

“I don't have anything personal to share, though I'm sure my Dad would have” states High School 
Secretary Jennifer Short. “If I'm not mistaken, he was not enlisted at the time of the bombing of Pearl Harbor 
but it was this event that prompted him to join the Naval Coast Guard where he served proudly as a ship's 
medic. His duties also included salvage and rescue from ships that had been bombed or torpedoed. My dad 
was a good swimmer He never really shared much about the war; he didn't want to relive the horrors of it for 
he'd had many. What he did share were some of the humorous or happy memories of places he'd been and 
things he'd seen.”  

At 7:48 a.m. December 7th, 1941, the beginning of the Japanese planes initiated the start of a war that 
would last for 90 minutes on a naval base in Honolulu, Hawaii. The result being 3,581 American military 
personnel and civilians killed or wounded, 14 American ships sunk/destroyed and 347 American and civilian 
aircraft in shambles. With the attack on Pearl Harbor along came Canada and the US to begin World War II on 
the side of the allies according to Libertyflags.com and other historical sites. 

“The White House had intelligence 3 days prior to the attack, yet did not do anything to prevent it.  The 
attack was a surprise to those there and they had no opportunity to defend themselves” states new Social 
Studies Teacher Brandon Johnson. Army officials were not expecting an attack so close to home, the naval 
facilities at Pearl were relatively undefended. “The Japanese plan was simple: Destroy the Pacific fleet” says 
History.com.  

On December 8th – the aftermath of the bombing - President Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed a joint 
session of the U.S congress: “Yesterday December 7th, 1941-a date which will live in infamy- the United 
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. No 
matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their 
righteous might will win through absolute victory. I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the 
people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that 
this form of treachery shall never endanger us again.”  
 

Christmas across continents 
Have you ever wondered what people outside our country do for 

Christmas - like what Christmas traditions they have, or what kind of food they 
eat? Most countries have their own style of Christmas. In England they 
celebrate Christmas by having advent calendars and candles to countdown the 
days to Christmas Eve. Trees and houses are decorated, and on the 24th, 
“Father Christmas” visits houses to leave presents for children on the ‘Good’ 
list.  

In Malta, Christmas is celebrated by having Churches filled nativity cribs (or 
Presepiu), and decorated with important figures. They also place a figure of Jesus on 
the main altar as the main idea for Christmas, and this tradition continues with three 
Magi figures being placed in the crib at Epiphany. 

In France, before Christmas, children will write letters to Pére Noel. It has been a French law since 
1962 that all letters must get a postcard back. They have their main Christmas meal on Christmas Eve called 
“Réveillon”. They also have a midnight church service when families exchange gifts. 

In Japan, they do not see Christmas as a religious holiday, instead they focus more on spreading 
happiness. Christmas Eve is seen as a romantic holiday for young people. Most people in Japan have fried 
chicken on Christmas Day! 

https://franksalt.com.mt/tips-and-general-interest/how-5-different-countries-celebrate-christmas/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://franksalt.com.mt/tips-and-general-interest/how-5-different-countries-celebrate-christmas/


 

 

 

FROM THE JOURNALISM STAFF 

 

 
 
 
 

 


