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Parents/Families:  
We certainly hope that you and our amazing students had a great summer. Everyone is eager to see the students back in schools!  This 
notice is provided to keep you updated on back-to-school procedures. In order to maintain proactive communication, below are some 
important details.  

School Safety and Security Procedures  

Safety and security have been a priority for Somerset ISD Board of Trustees and administration. The 2019 Bond package included security 
improvements to districtwide facilities, and federal, state, and local funds are also used to maintain safety and security initiatives. The 
upgrades are as follows:  

 Secured commissioned police officers at every campus.  
 Added secure vestibule entrances with video and two levels of push button, controlled access points. This feature includes two 

checks for visitor entrance into the school.   
 Upgraded and added high definition cameras to all campuses and facilities.  
 Established perimeter fencing and locked gates as a priority for high school and ZECLA, and will be adding privacy fencing for 

elementary and ECE playgrounds.  
 Established card readers for staff at main entrances for all campuses.   
 Conducted School Safety and Security audits for all district facilities, including campuses.  
 Conducted safety drills and developed emergency operations plans for all campuses and facilities.  
 GPS tracking systems are installed in each bus.  
 Created an anonymous reporting system for students to report suspicious activity. 
 Created the THRIVE Center to support with social and emotional needs.  

Exercises and drills are key to ensuring that staff, students, and community partners know their roles and responsibilities in the school’s 
emergency operations plan. Schools are required to conducts drills specific to the emergency operations plan, including fire drills, 
lockdowns, shelter-in-place, evacuations, and others, to ensure that responses are well-executed. Drills are used to validate a specific 
capability in the school’s plan, provide training, or practice skills to establish a culture of preparedness. Expect that these drills will be 
conducted on a routine basis.  
The safety of students has been a priority and will remain a focus to create an environment where children feel safe and secure and 
have the ability to learn every day. Somerset ISD will continue to commit resources to keep school safety and security at the forefront. 
 

Instructional Expectations 

Somerset ISD continues to be recognized as a top-performing academic district in Bexar County and across the state, because we have 
stellar staff and students. The goal is to ensure that students are consistently provided with high quality experiences, and the power of 
a quality teacher with direct classroom instruction is unmatched.  
 
This year, all students will be required to complete at least one product/project to coincide with grade level and course learning 
standards. The overarching purpose of this requirement is for students to utilize higher level thinking and problem solving skills that 
align with the college and career readiness standards. These projects will constitute a major grade. Further guidance will be provided by 
your child’s teacher.  
 
Attendance is imperative to your child’s success and will be monitored closely. Per Texas Education Code, “a student in any grade level 
from kindergarten through grade 12 shall not be given credit or a final grade for a class unless the student is in attendance 90 percent 
of the days the class is offered.”  
 
Legal policy also indicates that “a classroom teacher must assign a grade that reflects the student’s relative mastery of an assignment 
(how the student shows grade level/course mastery of learning)” and must assign grades based on the “student’s quality of work.” There 
is an expectation, therefore, that students submit assignments and demonstrate appropriate mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS). Per local policy, students will earn a minimum of two (2) grades per week for each subject. Students who fail to submit 
assignments within established deadlines will receive a failing grade. Make up assignments for excused absences must be completed 
within the timelines communicated by the teacher. All grades will be averaged for report cards and this average will be used to award 
or deny course credits at the secondary level.  
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Health and Safety  

Administrators have worked diligently the last two years to ensure that health and safety are top priorities for everyone. Campus staff 
has also incorporated consistent sanitizing and safety measures, and we encourage parents’ vigilance with monitoring of their child(ren). 
Face covering and/or masks are optional, though designs must be school appropriate.   

Communication 

Information is provided through our Skyward, Remind 101, and the updated Somerset ISD website. Download the Somerset ISD app to 
ensure that you stay current with updates via your phone. Parents and families should also make sure that their Skyward account has 
been updated with addresses, phone numbers, and emails. To set up or update your account, go to the district’s website and click on 
the Skyward link from the home page. Contact the technology department at 210.750.8960, if assistance is needed.  

Technology  

All students in grades 8 through 12 will be issued a Chromebook once the agreement form has been signed by both the parent/guardian 
and student. Primary instruction will be provided in the classroom, and the Chromebook will be used to supplement, complete, and in 
some instances, submit assignments. Students are expected to adhere to the information outlined in the Technology Check Out 
Agreement form and consistently follow acceptable use policies. Students should maximize instructional time during the regular school 
day to complete assignments. Students in pre-kindergarten through 7th grade will have access to devices at school, though these will not 
be directly assigned to students for home use.  

School Supplies  

Famlies are asked to ensure that students have grade-appropriate basic supplies, e.g., paper/spiral notebooks, crayons, pens, pencils, 
scissors, markers, glue stick, and a school box, plus individual hand sanitizers. Students will be required to have their own supplies to 
abide by health and safety guidelines. We understand that some families may be experiencing financial hardships. If school supplies are 
needed, please notify your child’s teacher or the campus administrator for assistance. Somerset is here to assist. Other items that are 
generally on the school supply list will be provided by the school. Students may bring personal water bottles or refillable containers; 

however, only water is allowed.  Students in grades 7 through 12 may only use clear plastic containers.  

Code of Conduct and Dress Code 

When schools and classrooms are orderly, students excel and distractions are minimal.  All students are required to adhere to the board-
approved dress code. Visit the “For Parents” section of the Somerset ISD’s website to access the Student Handbook and Student  Code 
of Conduct. These documents detail the expectations for behavior, dress, grooming, and other school operations. 

 
Meals and Snacks 

Somerset ISD operates closed campuses. This means that students may not leave campus during the regular school day. Free meals are 
provided to all students and include various menu options. Snacks must be store-bought and sealed.  

 
Campus Hours  

Campus office staff will be available from 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. for elementary campuses and 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for secondary 
campuses. Appointments must be scheduled, since visitors are limited for health and safety reasons. Special hours will be available by 
appointment, as well.  

Athletics and Extracurricular  

Students in athletics and/or other extracurricular activities are required to maintain grades and comply with the Student Code of 
Conduct. Administrator discretion will be used to determine whether a student will participate or not.  
 
We are extremely grateful for the time and dedication that campus staff has committed to ensuring that each child receives a high quality 
education with positive learning experiences.  Please join us in reaching out to thank Somerset ISD’s amazing educators.  
We want to also express our gratitude for your hard work and commitment to making sure that your child continues to learn and progress 
at expected levels. Our team is here to work side-by-side with you.  For additional information, please contact your child’s teacher and/or 
administrator.  
 
Best regards,  
Sheila Collazo       Kriesti Bunch  
Associate Superintendent     Chief Academic Officer 



 

 
1. Shorts/skorts/skirts/dresses must be no shorter than 3 inches above (including the slit) even if 

tights/leggings are worn underneath. Cutoff, boxer, and biker/spandex shorts are not permitted. 
 
2. Muscle/tank/sleeveless/halter shirts and tops are not permitted. Blouses that expose the midriff 

and cleavage are prohibited. 
 
3. Jeans/pants with slits and tears must not exceed 3 inches above the knee and shall be worn 

securely at the waist. Any slits or tears exceeding the 3 inches must be worn with tights, leggings, 
or shorts underneath. Pajamas and tight-fitting pants are prohibited.  

4. Footwear which has toes reinforced with steel, hard plastics or similar materials is specifically 
prohibited. House shoes and slippers are prohibited. 

5. Headwear such as hats, caps, and hoods on hooded sweatshirts and jackets may not be worn. 

6.  Hair must be neat and clean. Unnatural-colored, multi-colored, spiked, or distracting hair styles 
are not permitted.  Eyebrows that are slashed or shaven are prohibited. 

7. Outerwear of overcoats, topcoats, and trench coats are not allowed.  Undergarments may not 
be visible or exposed. 

 
8. Accessories such as headphones, leather spiked/studded bands, heavy wallet chains, or 

stockings on arms or head are prohibited. 
 

9. Piercings are limited to three earrings. Nose piercings are limited to one stud and excludes all 
nose hoops and nose rings. Tongue, facial and eyebrow piercings are not permitted. 

10. Skin markings such as tattoos, visible markings, writing, and drawings on the body must be 
appropriate for school settings. 

11. Style: The District prohibits any clothing or grooming that, in the principal's judgment, may 
reasonably be expected to cause disruption of, or interference with normal school operations, or 
that is determined by the school's principal or designee to be gang-related or, in reasonable 
probability, would be construed as gang-related. The District prohibits pictures, emblems, or 
writings that are lewd, offensive, vulgar, or obscene, or that advertises or depicts tobacco 
products, alcoholic beverages, drugs, or any other substance or paraphernalia prohibited under 
Policy FNCF (LEGAL/LOCAL).  
 

If the principal or designated administrator determines that a student’s grooming and/or clothing 

violates the school’s dress code, the student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at 

school. Any student who does not comply with the dress code will be removed from the regular school 

setting until the student complies with this code. If so, attendance recovery hours will be required for 

all missed classes. Repeated offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action in accordance 

with the Student Code of Conduct. 

 

 

 

2022-2023 Student Dress Code 




