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Procedures  Student Discipline 

Corporal Punishment 

Corporal punishment is authorized as a disciplinary tool but only reasonable corporal 

punishment is justifiable. 

Reasonable is hereby defined as, what a majority of normal, sane, clear-thinking 

people would do under similar circumstances. Considerations, in this regard, shall include 

but not be limited to: 

• Age, size, and overall physical condition of the child should be considered. 

• Corporal punishment shall not be administered in anger or with malice at 

any time. 

• Utmost care, tact and judgment should be exercised.  

• Corporal punishment shall not be administered in the visual presence of 

other students.  

• At least one other teacher or the principal shall be present during 

administration of corporal punishment. 

• An authorized staff person may elect to administer corporal punishment for 

any prohibited activity or violation of school rules or policies.  

• Prior to determining that corporal punishment should be administered, the 

disciplinarian or his delegate should conduct an informal give-and-take with 

the child which permits the child to tell their side of the story. 

• Corporal punishment will only be administered to the buttocks.  

• Corporal punishment may only be administered by a wooden paddle which is 

smoothly sanded and has no cracks or holes.  

• No more than [three] of individual swats shall be administered for one 

infraction [or in any one day). 

• All cases of corporal punishment shall be documented and kept on file in the 

principal's office.  

• Parents/guardians of students shall be notified when corporal punishment is 

administered. 
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Procedures  Student Discipline 

Special Education Students 

Prior to administering corporal punishment to a special education student, said 

student's IEP shall be reviewed to determine if corporal punishment is appropriate 

based on the IEP or Behavior Intervention Plan and if the student's behavior 

warranting corporal punishment is related to the disability. In the event it is 

determined that the student's behavior is not related to the disability and the 

Behavior Intervention Plan specifies corporal punishment as appropriate, the student 

shall be treated as any other student and corporal punishment may be used as a 

discipline measure. However, should it be determined that the disability is related to 

the student's behavior or, upon reviewing the IEP and the Behavior Intervention Plan, 

it is determined that the IEP does not specify corporal punishment as appropriate, 

then corporal punishment shall not be administered to the student without convening 

the IEP committee to reconsider and approve or disapprove the use of corporal 

punishment as a discipline measure.  


