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By Chloe Wagner 

 “Freak” is very unique and 

has a hidden meaning behind all 

the silly characters. The drama 

team is working hard to make 

sure the play is even better than 

the plays in the past. By having 

the cheerleaders involved, along 

with many cast and crew mem-

bers, Freak is a guaranteed to im-

press!  

 Vanessa Bridgeford has 

done an amazing job at leading 

the actors both on and off stage.  

Having the most lines and longest 

onstage time isn’t easy but she 

makes it look like a walk in the 

park. Also, Mrs. Kate Chrisman, 

is doing great at directing, by 

making sure everyone’s acting is 

spot on, and the very important 

Stage Director, Mrs. Erica Kotch-

war, definitely guides the set and 

tech crew in the right direction.  

 The play can be a little 

unsettling for some individuals, 

but the meaning is incredible, 

nonetheless. The main theme of 

this story is being lost and not 

knowing what to do. A common 

feeling most people have experi-

enced at some point in their lives.  

 This play is one you 

would not take a toddler to go see. 

“Freak” is aimed for middle 

and high school students, helping 

them find a reason to keep on go-

ing. This play has a few light-

hearted phrases but otherwise it 

has a very serious tone.  

As intense as it can get, Everyone 

can benefit from watching  

“Freak”, because it gives you a 

whole new perspective on bully-

ing and the struggle of High 

School. 

 Freaks performance on 

November 19th, won them the 

Frontier Conference Champion-

ship! Congratulations to all of the 

coaches, actor, actresses, dancers, 

and technical crew! 

Freak Steals the Spotlight 

By Mr.  

Harlan 

Ptomey

  

 

 As we enter into Novem-

ber my focus shifts to the legis-

lation and State Aid. Every 

school in the State receives State 

Aid, but only certain schools get 

“equalization” aid. Equalization 

aid comes to schools through the 

TEOSA formula. The easy way 

to look at the formula is needs 

minus your resources equal your 

Equalization Aid.   

 The resource side is easy, 

it takes your school districts en-

tire assess valuation times one 

dollar and that is your resources. 

The needs side is where the for-

mula gets tricky. Needs are 

based on your students, not only 

the number, but whether you 

have students who need trans-

portation, who have an IEP, who 

live in poverty, students who 

need help with the English lan-

guage and so on.  

 Each year the legislation 

tinkers with the TEOSA formula. 

Two years ago the legislation 

passed a law to calculate the re-

source side by multiplying your 

assessed valuation by $1.02. In 

doing this the school district re-

sources were more thus lowering 

the amount of equalization aid 

each school would get. The for-

mula shows us what has hap-

pened,  as rural and more West-

ern rural school districts have 

increased valuation, the resource 

side has outpaced the needs side 

and thus less and less schools 

have gotten equalization aide.  

 As for Cedar Bluffs, our 

valuations have risen too but be-

cause our school district is quite 

small in square miles it hasn’t 

impacted the school as much. 

With our growing needs out pac-

ing our resources as we have 

added students, our equalization 

aid has actually risen. Cedar 

Bluffs has approximately $300 

million dollars in assess valua-

tion, which means for every pen-

ny of the 

levy we 

ask for, we receive roughly 

$30,000 dollars. This is not a sig-

nificant amount considering our 

budget is roughly $6 million dol-

lars. 

 The good news is that we 

are less reliant on local taxes but 

more reliant on State aid. So in 

essence, the rest of the State is 

helping Cedar Bluffs educate our 

kids. The scary part is that be-

cause we are more reliant on State 

Aid, the legislation is extremely 

important. About 3 years ago, leg-

islation was passed to reduce the 

amount of aid given for Option 

Students. That legislation impact-

ed Cedar Bluffs by a loss of over 

$100,000 dollars in State aid. So 

to keep our budget the same, we 

would have had to raise our taxes 

by roughly $.03 cents to make up 

the difference. Luckily, we were 

able to make enough spending 

cuts and did not raise taxes. As a 

matter of fact, we have not raised 

taxes since I have been here, in 

fact we have lowered them by 

over $.15 cents. 

 

Superintendent's Corner 

Here is a chart from 2018 that shows how much money in tax request we ask locally from our school district 

per student as compared to surrounding districts that have much larger assessed valuations but lower tax levies.  
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By Megan Nielsen 

 The Cedar Bluffs wres-

tling season is in full swing. With 

Mr. Parker as their coach, there is 

a total of four wrestlers this year; 

Nate Gurrerro, Tanner Kiefer, 

Madison Griffis, and Emma Ka-

van, with manager, Imely Walls.  

 Different from previous 

years, the girls and guys will 

wrestle separately, which means-

the girls will not have to wrestle 

any guys. The team has been 

practicing for a couple weeks and 

have been putting in a lot of work 

for their first meet on December 

1st. On the 1st, 

the two boys will 

be wrestling in 

Treynor, Iowa and the girls will 

be wrestling in Conestoga, NE.  

 After being asked how he 

thinks this season will go, Mr. 

Parker responded by saying, “I 

think we are going have some 

bumps in the beginning of this 

season because this is only the 

second year that Cedar Bluffs has 

had an independent wrestling 

team. I think after we get through 

the initial bumps our team mem-

bers will have a lot more confi-

dence and positives.” Mr. Parker 

also mentioned, “we would like to 

Wildcat Wrestling  
 

By Marissa Favors 

 There was a canned food 

drive going on in Cedar Bluffs 

public schools. This food drive 

isn’t a normal drive though, be-

cause there was a competition be-

tween the elementary and the 

UnSivelized Information   

Beyond the fun of 

the competition, the 

real purpose for collecting canned 

and non-perishable items is to do-

nate them to the Food Pantry in 

Wahoo, to help local families in 

need.  

 The winner of the canned 

food drive was the Cedar Bluffs 

Elementary School, they brought 

in over 3000 items! Congratula-

tions to the elementary students 

for beating our middle and high 

school students. The individual 

elementary class that won the 

popcorn party was Mrs. Chvatal's 

kindergarten class who donated 

669 items!   

By Hunter Polen 

 This year we have many 

new teachers at Cedar Bluffs 

Public Schools. In the school 

paper every month, we have 

been doing a spotlight for all the 

new teachers. This month it is 

time for more information on 

one of our new teachers hired 

this year, Physical Education 

teacher, Mr. Mike Sivels. Here 

are some of the UnSivelized an-

swers from the questions asked. 

Where were you born? 

Omaha, NE 

How old are you? 

29 years of age 

How busy are you on a regu-

lar basis? 

I am up from about 5:00am until 

about 10:30 pm, so I am pretty 

busy. 

What is your favorite food? 

Spaghetti hands down. 

 

What is your favorite drink? 

Mountain Dew 

What are your top three fa-

vorite TV shows? 

1. Chuck 

2. Scrubs 

3. The Simpsons 

What is your favorite movie? 

Sister Act 2 

What are your favorite sports 

teams? 

The Huskers, Steelers, Bulls, 

Braves, and Blues 

Who is your favorite student 

so far? 

Sophomore, Gabe Anaya 

Where did you graduate Col-

lege? 

Midland University 

Where did you graduate High 

School? 

Omaha Benson High Home of 

the Mighty Bunnies  

 

What class period is your 

favorite? 

Middle School Phys. Ed 

How many professional 

sporting events have you 

been to? If none who would 

you see first? 

I Have not been to any but I 

would go to a Steelers game-

first. 

When did you first want to 

become a teacher? 

Middle School 

On a scale of 1-10, 10 being 

the highest, what do you rate 

Cedar Bluffs so far? 

I rate Cedar Bluffs an 8.237. 

These are some of the things 

you should know about the 

unSivelized, Mr. Sivels. 

Canned Food Frenzy in Elementary 
middle/high school students. The 

Wildcat coffee shop and FBLA 

had rewards as well. The rewards 

were if you brought in three non-

perishable items on any Friday in 

November, you would get a free 

beverage and if you brought 10 

you got a free punch card.  

 The elementary also had a 

competition going against each 

other. The winning elementary 

class got a popcorn and movie 

day.  If the middle/high schoolers 

brought in more cans than the ele-

mentary, they would receive free 

cinnamon rolls and coffee, the 

day before Thanksgiving.  

  

have a state qualifier this year, 

that is one of our big goals.” So, 

with goals set and the wrestlers 

becoming anxious for their first 

meet, this season is projected to 

be a fun learning curve and confi-

dence booster for the wrestlers. 

 After December 1st, some 

of the upcoming meets include; 

December 8th with the boys at 

North Bend and the girls at West 

Point- Beemer, December 15th 

with everyone at Wisner-Pilger, 

and December 21st with everyone 

at Archbishop Bergan. Please feel 

free to come out to any of the 

meets and support this year’s 

Giving Back 
 There are many opportunities 

to give back this season. Please help 

your community by participating in 

one or all of the following events-  

 

Giving Tree– Found in the com-

mons area of both the Elementary 

and High School. Take an ornament 

and buy the gift that is needed.  

 

Diaper Drive– The FBLA is host-

ing their annual diaper drive De-

cember 10th-15th. Bring a package 

of diapers to school to help families 

in need.  

 

Caroling– The Choir and FBLA 

will be singing Christmas Carols on 

December 19th at area Care Cen-

ters. Contact Mrs. Chrisman to join 

in!  

 

Please help everyone remember the 

reason for the season!  

  


