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Guest Speaker at Spiro High School 
Veteran’s Day Assembly Tells Story from 
Serving Our Country
By Alyssa Cogburn

On November 10, 2022, Spiro High School held a Veteran’s Day Assembly in the 
multipurpose gym at 9:00 AM. Members of Spiro FFA organized and spoke, along 
with guest speaker, veteran Robert Carter, and the VFW Women’s Auxiliary. There 
was also a very captivating performance by the Spiro Elementary Honor Choir 
organized by music instructor, Mrs. Moriah Schmidt. In speaker Robert Carter's 
speech, he became teary eyed, along with many others in the stands, when he told 
a short story from his point of view when he was actively serving for our country. 
He said, “You go in as a civilian, and come out a soldier.” He said that the first thing 
he lost was his black hair, and “as soon as they cut your hair off, they start 
transforming you into a soldier,” preparing you for what you’re about to go through. 
He ended shortly after telling his story about when he was dropped off into 
Vietnam. His story brought tears to many audience members’ eyes and gave a new 
perspective to all in the crowd. Make sure to thank our veterans for their brave 
sacrifice for each and every one of us to have the freedom we have today. 

The VFW women's auxiliary presenting and 
performing the Missing Man Table Ceremony. 

Photos taken by Editor Alyssa Cogburn

Thank you to guest speaker 
Robert Carter.

Veterans folding the flag as the 
women's auxiliary tell what each 
fold represents. 

Spiro Elementary Honor Choir 
singing at the assembly.



2022-2023 Dog Caller Newspaper 
Staff

 
Editor…………………… Alyssa Cogburn
Assistant Editors……….Christian Dukes & 
                                      Julie Knobelsdorff
Advertising Managers…Payton Exton, Lauren Satterfield, 
                                      & Hayden Spencer
Circulation Managers….Tatianah Bell, Isabela Briscoe 
                                      & Mishaya Cannon
Student Senate Representative…Isabela Briscoe
Advisor…………………..Mrs. Kasandra Lovell

 
Staff Reporters…………Abby Beshers

                                         Destani Meadows
                                         Serenity Waugh

Grunge
By Tatianah Bell

Have you ever been interested in 
knowing more about grunge? There’s 
more than just a style choice. Grunge 
is made up of style, music, and 
beliefs. Grunge emerged from Seattle 
in the late 1980s. It is an alternative 
subculture that originated from garage 
bands in America. The music is a mix 
of punk, hard rock and metal. Grunge 
bands include Nirvana, Smashing 
Pumpkins, Pearl Jam, Temple of the 
Dog, and more. The style consists of 
flannel shirts, band tees, and either 
sneakers or combat boots. Fans of 
grunge share the beliefs of cynicism 
of societal norms, materialism, and 
conformity.

Enjoy Every Moment
By Isabela Briscoe

I remember being five and wishing I were 10, because 10 seemed so cool. When you’re 10,  you’re finally in 
double digits, and you are finally in the 5th grade. I remember sitting in 5th grade wishing to be in middle school 
because then I’m finally a big kid, and I’ll have 7 classes a day! When we finally get to middle school, all we can 
think about is being 13 and an actual teenager. When I was 13, I remember I couldn’t wait to turn 16 because 
then I could drive. Now here I am at 16 and I can’t wait to graduate high school. I can’t wait to move out of my 
parents’ house. However, I also wish I were 13 again. I wish my biggest concern was who I was going to sit by at 
lunch. I wish that I hadn’t wished to be so old, and I wish I could go back to kindergarten. 

If you own a home with wheels on it and several 
cars without, you just might be a redneck. 
–Jeff Foxworthy 



Parodies
By Christian Dukes

Parodies are the worst thing if they aren’t done by a 
big production company. We should discontinue 
parodies almost entirely and immediately. I think 
parodies are unfunny, dumb and stupid. I hate them 
unless it's scary movie. They are hilarious and funny, 
but other movies just stink and aren’t that amazing. I 
think the Youtube ones ruin it for other movies and 
producers to make something amazing and Oscar 
winning.

Homecoming Week
By Tatianah Bell

During Spirit Week, Spiro held several contests from 
September 12 to 15 at 12:50 between the cafeteria and 
high school. Monday was a Sprite drinking contest, 
Tuesday was a pie eating contest, Wednesday held an 
obstacle course, and Thursday was a car smash as well 
as a 3-leg race. The dress-up portion of the week will 
included Wacky Hair / Mismatch Monday, Tacky Tourist 
Tuesday, Throwback Wednesday, and Bulldog Thursday. 
Always make sure to show your Bulldog Spirit!

Cheerleading
By Abby Beshers 

Cheerleading is a sport that some girls like to take part in when they're in high school. It gets them into shape 
by practicing and working out.  Even in the summer months of June and July, they are constantly practicing 
stunts, cheers, dances, etc. Cheerleaders are role models for little girls, pre-k - 5th grade, and some of these 
little girls have a dream of becoming a high school cheerleader. Cheer is hard because you can either get hit 
or kneed in the face or kicked in the throat during stunts. Or, when a cheerleader goes up in a stunt,  they can 
fall out of it, and no one is there to catch them, but you, and you could get hit in the mouth or black eyes from 
cheering. Once you sign up for cheering, you are risking your life because there is the possibility you could 
get hurt in cheer.  But still, cheering is the most awesome thing any girl or boy can be in. You bond with the 
cheer girls and the coach. They become your sisters and your mom. It's good to bond with them because 
you’re making new friends with people that you didn’t even know before. Also “CHEER IS A SPORT” for those 
who were wondering.  

Why Fall is the Best Season
By Mishaya Cannon

When someone asks “what’s your favorite season?” usually, 
you hear summer or winter. But me, personally, I adore fall. 
Fall may sound boring, but there’s much more than just 
school and football. Much more as in Halloween, fairs, 
carnivals, Thanksgiving, pumpkin patches, etc. Not only are 
there many things to do, but there are so many things to 
wear! The weather is just right. It’s perfect to wear sweaters, 
jeans, sweatpants and other cozy fits. But it’s also great to 
wear shorts, tank tops, crop tops, etc. For me, my makeup 
lasts a lot longer too which is another important reason to 
love Fall.



Helen Keller
By Julie Knobelsdorff  

    

Helen Keller was an author, disability rights advocate, 
public activist, and lecturer. She was born and raised 
in Alabama and lost her sight and hearing after an 
illness called scarlet fever at the age of 19 months. 
She then communicated by using home signs until the 
age of seven, when she met her first teacher and 
companion, Anne Sullivan. Sullivan taught Helen 
language, including reading and writing. After an 
education at a mainstream school, she then went to 
Harvard University and became the first deaf and blind 
person to earn a Bachelor’s degree. She wrote 14 
books and hundreds of speeches and essays. She 
was born in Alabama and had four siblings. At 19 
months old, Helen got an unknown illness described 
by doctors as “a congestion of the stomach and the 
brain.” The illness left her blind and deaf. Her teacher, 
Anne Sullivan worked a lot with her. Keller passed 
away on June 1, 1968 at the age of 87. She was an 
inspiration and won the Medal of Freedom in 1964 
before her death.

Relationships
By Destani Meadows

What are teenagers looking for in a relationship? 
Teenagers are looking for: honesty, respect, trust, 
protectiveness, and a good personality. Teenagers are 
looking for someone who is funny. Someone who can 
make you happy by just being there. Teenagers are 
looking for someone they can tell anything to. Teenagers 
want someone cute. But this is what other people want. I 
want someone that has a good personality, someone who 
is sweet and someone who would always have your 
back, but relationships aren’t always about having a 
boyfriend or having a girlfriend.  Sometimes, relationships 
mean a friendship with someone, or something like that. 
They are also looking for honesty and trust, just like any 
other  relationship.

TAVION MARKEL BADGER
By Destani Meadows

Date of birth: August 6, 2005 
Extra-curricular activities: FCCLA (2 years)
Hobbies and interests: I like biology, I plan to get into 
that kind of work field. When I was a child I wanted to 
be a doctor when I grew up. 
My plans after high school are: college 
My biggest pet peeve is: chewing with your mouth 
open.
My most prized possession is: my shoes.
If I had to describe myself in one word, it would be: 
creative.
Favorite memory of high school: meeting my friends.
Color: blue 
TV show: wanda vision
Food: pizza

I have never been jealous. Not even 
when my dad finished fifth grade a year 
before I did.
 –Jeff Foxworthy 



JAYLEIGH RENEE FEATHERSTON 
By Lauren Satterfield 

Jayleigh is a senior this year, and her birthday is February 16th, 
2005. Jayleigh was asked what extra-curricular activities she's 
been involved in, and they include: FFA for five years, Track for two 
years, football manager for one year, art for one year, spanish one 
year, and softball one year. Jayleigh is quite the versatile person 
with have being in so many different extra-curriculars! Jayleigh’s 
hobbies and interests include photography as well as dog training. 
When she was a child, she wanted to be a princess when she grew 
up, but now her plans after high school are to own her own 
business and to get married. Her favorite color is pink, and she 
loves Mexican food! Jayleigh said her biggest pet peeve is people 
who are mean to look cool (a good answer btw), and her most 
prized possession is her boyfriend. Jayleigh enjoys watching 
Shameless, and her favorite singer is Zach Bryan. She describes 
herself as stubborn, and a quote she likes is “you only lost if you 
didn't try, you won because you learned.'' One of Jayleigh’s most 
favorite memories of high school are the FFA cookouts. 



Best Fast-Food Fries
By Lauren Satterfield

Everyone has had some sort of fries in their lifetime, 
but which kind is your favorite? When you search up 
the list of the best fast-food fries ranked:  the top five 
are 1) Arby’s 2) Mcdonald’s 3) Chick-fil-A 4) Checker’s 
and 5) Wendy’s. Today I will be ranking the fries I've 
tried, and maybe some of you might be inspired to do 
the same. Coming in at #5 would have to be Burger 
King. Their fries are normally too soft or even soggy 
and either have too much salt or not enough. #4 is 
gonna be Wendy’s. Their fries are typically crispy and, 
overall, a pretty standard fry, but they don't stand out 
in any way. Next #3 will be Taco Bell. Taco Bell’s fries 
are very seasoned and good especially with their 
cheese sauce. #2 will have to be Arby’s. Arby’s curly 
fries are always crispy and tasty as well as curly! Who 
doesn't love them? And finally #1 is gonna be 
Mcdonald’s. Mcdonald’s fries are such a classic, and 
they have always been delicious. They are crispy and 
salty enough…not only that… but you can almost 
always get a free large fry through the app which also 
makes their fry the best option as far as pricing goes. 

Favorite Seasons 
By Hayden Spencer

Have you ever wondered what others' favorite seasons are?
While many would say summer, there are still quite a few to 
choose from. From Winter, Spring, Summer, or Fall, we all have 
our own reasons for why we like or love each season! With this 
in mind I took a moment to interview a few of your own a 
classmates, starting off with Porsha Granite. “My favorite season 
is fall because of the feeling it gives for Halloween. The weather 
stays cool and is perfect for hanging out with friends during the 
spooky season.” On the other hand, Isabela Briscoe’s favorite 
season is “Winter, because of Christmas, and also because the 
apparel for winter is much more comfortable and fashionable 
than any other season.” No matter what season you prefer, we 
all have our reasons and favorite things about the seasons. 

Slipknot
By Tatianah Bell

Slipknot is a nu-metal band that formed in Des Moines, Iowa, 
back in 1995 by Shawn Crahan, Joey Jordison and Paul Gray. 
The most memorable thing about the band is its 
attention-grabbing acts, its scary and cool masks, aggressive 
music style, and energetic and chaotic shows. Slipknot’s lyrics 
tend to be rather aggressive and contain profanity while also 
containing themes such as darkness, anger, psychosis, and 
more. They began wearing masks when Crahan brought a clown 
mask to rehearsals when the band began. While their music is 
not considered appropriate for most settings, Slipknot is 
incredibly popular. Fans of the band started calling themselves 
Maggots after Jordison started calling members of the band 
maggots. The logo represents a 9-point star which is a symbol of 
friendship, loyalty, remembrance, and unity. Slipknot’s more 
popular songs include Psychosocial, Before I Forget, Duality, 
Unsainted, The Heretic Anthem, and Left Behind.



Friday Night Lights 
By Isabela Briscoe 

People are always excited about football season…. Friday Night Lights. Don’t you love going to football games, cheering with 
your friends, while listening to the band play on? I love having pep rallies for home games. I think it really gets our school 
ready and hyped up for a good Friday night game . Having school spirit is important, and everyone should have something to 
support at school. You can show your school support by joining organizations like BPA and FCCLA, and by going to games 
and events to support your fellow Bulldogs. Our bulldogs played and won their first game of the season, and everyone looked 
forward to homecoming. Who doesn’t love homecoming week? We get a whole week to get prepared and prepped for 
homecoming, and we have a lot  of fun activities to do.  Homecoming is also spirit week where we dress up for different 
themes, and have little games and activities to see who has the most school spirit. This year we had a lot of great things 
planned for homecoming. On Monday our theme was wacky hair and mismatched monday. Our activity or game for Monday 
was a Sprite drinking contest. On Tuesday we had a tacky tourist Tuesday and a pie eating contest that was held during high 
school lunch. Wednesday  was throwback Wednesday. and we had an obstacle course race.
Bulldog day was Thursday and on that day we had a car smash fundraiser, a three-leg race, and a pep rally to end the school 
day with.  As always, come out and support your Bulldogs!

Queen Elizabeth 
Dies at 96
By Mishaya Cannon

Queen Elizabeth ll was loved by 
many. She is the only queen 
much of England ever had. 
Sadly, the queen’s reign has 
come to an end. The queen 
passed away surrounded by the 
royal family at Balmoral Estate, at 
the age of 96. 

25% 
Percentage of American men who 

are now six feet or taller, 
compared to only 4% on 1900.

“That is the lesson of my lifetime. Administrations in your 
country, and governments in mine, may come and go … But 
united we must always remain.” Let’s remember her and 
this famous quote from the beloved Queen of England.



Spirit Week
By Alyssa Cogburn

Spirit week is a week full of fun activities hosted by the 
Student Senate. This week of September 12-15 was our 
first spirit week of the school year. Today, as I am writing 
this article, it is Monday. Today is mis-match/wacky hair 
Monday. Tomorrow will be tacky tourist Tuesday. 
Wednesday  is throwback day. Thursday is Bulldog Pride 
day, and Friday we have no school. Today I made my hair 
as crazy as possible, and I saw a few others that have 
dressed up too! I wanted to write about this specifically so 
I can talk about what spirit means to this school and how 
everyone has an important role to contribute to that. I feel 
like the whole year at this school revolves around football 
season and all the student activities. Football season is 
when everyone can come together: teachers, students, 
the band, the cheerleaders, color guard, parents, etc. We 
all get together and show school spirit. Today, so far, I 
have not seen very many people dressed up. I would say 
maybe 1 out of every 2 classrooms will have one student 
dressed up. Some people “dressed up” barely. You guys 
can do so much better than this! This is Spiro High 
School. I have been in this school for 4 years and I don’t 
see anyone getting bullied, nobody calls names, we all 
get along. Even if you aren’t considered friends with the 
whole school, I’m sure you know everyone’s name, and I 
know you wouldn't make fun of them. We should not 
worry about what other people think, just dress up! Be 
yourself….go crazy! Spirit week gives you the chance to 
dress wonky on purpose! So nobody is going to judge 
you…unless you don’t dress up! Then we will be like “why 
aren’t they showing school spirit??” I hope with the next 
upcoming spirit weeks, we can all dress up and have fun 
together as a high school.

Ukraine
By Christian Dukes

Ukraine is still actively in a war against Russia and its 
forces. They are currently pushing them out of their country 
and into Russia. They have engaged in psychological 
warfare in telling Russian forces to surrender and how to 
surrender as well as intercepting their communications and 
scrambling their way of communicating. 

California Heat Waves are 
Getting Worse
By Julie Knobelsdorff

Extreme temperatures that hit California recently are the 
result of a “heat dome” which is a phenomenon that brings 
super hot conditions to California as the seasons change. 
Experts are saying this may be the worst heat wave of the 
year so far. Experts also say the heat wave will increase 
chances of wildfire and power outages. When high 
pressure moves into an area under certain conditions, it 
traps heat, making it a dome. There are so many risks 
including solar radiation which can be life-threatening. Heat 
waves are becoming more deadly and common and more 
long-lasting in these recent times. During the week, 
temperatures could reach 115 degrees in some parts of 
Southern California. Heat can be extremely dangerous 
especially when temperatures don’t drop during the night 
time. The National Weather system advices all to stay 
indoors and do not go outside often. 

75% 
Percentage of Americans who 

dye their hair when in 1950, only 
7% did.



Teenage Mental Health 
By Destani Meadows

The most common mental illnesses in adolescents are anxiety, 
mood, attention, and behavior disorders. Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death in young people aged 15–24 years. Youth 
with mental health disorders are more likely to be unhappy at 
school, be absent, or be suspended or expelled. Their learning is 
negatively impacted because of poor concentration, distractibility, 
inability to retain information, poor peer relationships, and 
aggressive behavior. One of the reasons many of us find it so hard 
is because it is a time of rapid physical development and deep 
emotional changes. These are exciting times, but they can also be 
confusing and uncomfortable for child and parent alike. While 
school offers many benefits to adolescents, such as connecting 
with peers, overscheduling and academic pressure can be a 
significant source of stress, contributing to mental health issues 
including teen depression.

Man’s Body Found in Car 
at Fort Smith Walmart
By Lauren Satterfield

Recently, a fifty-year old man was found 
deceased in his car by police and bystanders. 
Some investigators are trying to look into the 
Walmart surveillance to try and determine how 
long the man has been there. Police, 
ambulances, and the coroner are who all 
responded to the scene.
As for now, police have said that no foul play 
seems to be the cause of the man’s death. The 
body is going to be sent to the state crime lab 
to figure out the actual cause of death.  Police 
say the incident is an isolated incident and that 
there is no danger to the public.

Arkansas and Oklahoma
By Hayden Spencer

The Arkansas and Oklahoma State fair is a very big deal that many 
of us get excited for around the start of school.
This fair draws over 150,000 visits in the 9 days it is in town, with all 
the things to do from the many exciting rides to all the fun prize 
games and eating the once in a lifetime fair food.This fair draws so 
many people that it’s hard to find a parking spot most of the time. 
We all have our reasons for loving the fair, so let's see what one of 
our very own classmate’s favorite things about the fair are. Mishaya 
Cannon says, “I love the fair food especially the funnel cakes,
And the fun I have hanging out with friends is always amazing. 
Although I don't like fair rides, I  love the shining lights at night.”

Spiro Family Dental



Emotion. 
By Mae Anonymous

How does one experience emotion?
How does one know how to handle these emotions? 
Each person has a reason to feel a certain way. Even if 
it's a personal romance, sadness, or anger about 
something, each emotion makes us have reactions to 
people, the world, and most importantly; us. Most teens 
our age have rough times in high school. I, myself, have 
had rough times so far with the fact each person for what 
I deciphered from seeing in the hallways, at the cafeteria, 
and other places where most go, people are scared. Not 
physically showing it, but just scared of the fact that their 
comfort zone is a place where they don't want to reach 
out of. A place I don't want to reach out of. Emotions help 
us understand each other and ourselves. High school 
and the opportunities it has makes things better or 
worse. Teachers, for example, can be an outcome of 
friendship or they could be a person you don’t want to 
see during the day, like, at all. Each teenager in the world 
has something to go through. Bullying, depression, 
anxiety, home issues, family issues, etc. Emotions make 
us who we are.

  

Ukrainian War Victims
Launch Group Lawsuit  
  By Payton Exton

A group of Ukrainian war victims is taking legal 
actions against a Russian mercenary company, 
Wagner. This lawsuit was sent to the United 
Kingdom High Court of Justice. This lawsuit is 
aimed at any sanctioned or unsanctioned assets 
owned by “any entity of Putin’s war machine.” The 
lawyers behind this intend to find ways to launch 
similar lawsuits in the states.

33% 
The percentage of a chance 
that a peanut grown in the 
U.S. will end up as peanut 

butter.



Hair Care and the History of Gua-sha
By Alyssa Cogburn

Megan Decker got in an interview with Sandra Lanshin, the owner of the skincare brand 
Lanshin. Sandra said that she would see people attempting the practice of gua-sha and 
would be doing it all completely wrong. She said it would annoy her to see it becoming 
famous to do skincare and use the gua-sha board. She would see people all over the 
world performing practices that they didn’t even know the history for, or even how to 
practice it right for that matter. That being said, Lanshin decided to make her own scalp 
treatment and Jade comb. She says it is not only to make your hair beautiful, but to help 
the body and mind relax as well. She says that when people are doing things for the scalp 
or hair, they rarely ever worry about anything else but to “make the hair look good.” 
Lanshin is very focused on making sure everyone knows the history of these practices and 
how to do it properly. She says, “Appropriation is not directed at the consumer, but at the 
people who sell or teach things they don’t know anything about because they are not from 
a culture.” Meaning it doesn’t matter what race you are. You can still use products and be 
not of that race, as long as you have respect for the culture.

Arkansas/Oklahoma State Fair 
By Abby Beshers 

Are you going to the fair this week? Going to the fair you 
can make lots of memories with family and friends. Going 
to the fair is fun. You get to ride all the rides you want and 
you can play games and you can eat food. They have all 
kinds of things to do at the fair like shows, pig races, etc. I 
like going to the fair with my family because you can get 
out of the house for a little while and just enjoy life while 
you can because it goes by really fast. Just be careful 
around the fair in Arkansas. It can get really packed and 
really crazy around September and October in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, because everyone is on Labor Day weekend, or 
they are going to the fair with their school or signing their 
kids out to go to the fair for a family day. 

 The least the culture asks is that you learn the proper way to perform such tasks and understand the history and the why 
behind the teachings. Lanshin said that every morning she would wake up and her grandmother would be making a scalp oil 
treatment for her and her sister. She says that massaging the scalp for 5-15 minutes has so many more benefits than you could 
even imagine. When you get in the shower, you strip your hair of all the natural oils causing it to be dry and it will feel like hay. 
When you do proper hair care and massage your scalp with the right oils before your shower then when you get in, it will only 
remove the access oils, leaving your scalp nice and moisturized. 

72% 
The percentage of Americans who  don't 

know the people who live next door.

Thank you to our advertisers for 
your support of The Dog Caller!



ALYSSA COGBURN
By Tatianah Bell
 
Alyssa Claire Cogburn was born on the twenty-first of 
March in 2005. She has been active in Newspaper 
for four years, FFA for two years, Vocal for one year, 
Spanish for three years, and BPA for one year. She 
enjoys baking, listening to and playing music, 
cleaning, and watching Netflix. When she was a 
child, she wanted to be a zookeeper when she grew 
up. Her plans after she completes her final year in 
high school is to go to college to become an 
elementary school teacher. Alyssa’s biggest pet 
peeve is fingernails on paper or wood. Her most 
prized possession is her dog. If she had to use one 
word to describe herself, it would be understanding, 
which I find rather fitting. A quote she enjoys is “Life 
is just a bunch of moments. Even if one is bad, it 
won’t be that way forever.” Her favorite memory of 
high school is that of the Newspaper class. Her 
favorite colors are pastels. Alyssa’s favorite TV 
shows include New Girl and Stranger Things. Her 
favorite musical group is Chase Atlantic, and her 
favorite song is Hills Have Eyes by PoorStacy. Her 
favorite movie is Encanto, and she enjoys eating 
salad with grilled chicken.

JAXSON KEITH CANNON 

By Abby Beshers 

Full Name: Jaxson Keith Cannon 
Date of Birth: November 11, 2004 
What Extra-curricular activities have you been 
involved in: Basketball 2 years, Baseball 2 years 
What are your hobbies/interests: Hunting, Fishing, 
and Getting Money
When I was a child, I wanted to be a Pro when I grew 
up.
My plans after high school are: Getting Money 
My biggest pet peeve is: Waiting 
My most prized possession is: My Bow 
A quote I like is: “Breathe Air” 
Favorite memory of high school: September 4, 2020
Color: Blue 
TV Show: Simpsons 
Musical Group: Treaty Oak Revival 
Song: “Hippies and Cowboys”
Movie: Step-Brothers 
Food: Chocolate Milk 



A Series of Reviews: Doom Eternal
By: Payton Lee Exton

Doom Eterna is one of the better arcade shooters I’ve played in recent years. The setting, the theme, the movement, the 
music, the combat, and last but not least, the demons. Eternal took the good from Doom 2016 and ran with it, as well as fine tuning the 
weapon system so each weapon felt impactful and had a purpose. My only complaint with the game is that it doesn't have enough of an 
intense start.

I want to talk about the music for a bit… a beautiful soundtrack that has only one purpose, to be intense. The music makes up 
a solid quarter of the experience of doom. Each piece meshes with the level’s tone, as well as what's happening during the game. A 
buildup before you get into combat. Nothing, you’re roaming around, no demons in sight, the first imp appears, the music kicks up a bit. 
You keep progressing until you reach an area, large powerful demons emerge and the music envelopes you, showing you that the 
buildup was worth it. Transforming a somewhat mundane encounter into something memorable, you play to enjoy the game and the 
challenge, but also to experience the excellent soundtrack.

Another key factor is the setting. I do truly believe that the gameplay on its own is enough to carry the game, but you need to 
see some sort of scenery. And Doom Eternal delivers. The grotesque fleshy gore nest, the angelic architecture of Urdak, the fire and 
brimstone of hell, and the ancient citadels in Taras Nabad. The environments in 2016 were great, but I feel that Eternal has a more 
varied selection. Each environment is unique and colorful. The only environment I didn't enjoy was the destroyed buildings of earth.

Something that was somewhat lacking in 2016, and that was taken to a new extreme in Eternal, is the movement. The slayer 
maintains his brisk jog and double jump, while also receiving an omnidirectional dash to use. You can literally fly through this game with 
a good combination of perks, meathooks, double jumps, dashes, ballista bolts, you get the idea. Movement was turned up to 11 for 
Eternal. Although that sounds like a lot, it all flows together seamlessly to create an enjoyable combat loop, which leads us into the next 
segment.

Combat. The reason you play Doom. It’s challenging but fair, quick, punishing, and requires a quick reaction speed and a good 
game sense. Every weapon is valuable, nothing is useless. All the weapons from 2016 are carried over and revamped(except the 
pistol),but they actually serve a purpose. You’re allowed to be creative with your playstyle in 2016, but most encounters can be ended 
by a few shots from the sawed off, arguably ruining a bit of the fun that you could have with weapons. Eternal, requires you to be 
creative, encounters are rarely solved by a single weapon. While you could use only one weapon, it’s not as consistent as swapping 
your weapons and play styles around. Utilities add an extra layer of technique to the game. Weapons like the crucible will fell every 
demon( besides bosses and marauder) in a single swing. It has the drawback of only having three swings, so it serves as a get out of 
jail free card. Everything has a purpose. Use your arsenal to its fullest. The demons won’t last long if you do.

Demons, the legions of Hell. They are your enemy, you’ve been given the gift of a varied arsenal to take down whatever they 
throw at you. Some are fodder, others can rip you apart in seconds, some are gimmicky and require a certain weapon to be used. Each 
demon is unique, from massive cyberdemon tyrants and armored barons, to the prowlers and imps. Each offers its own challenge, 
while being simple enough to fight on their own, they work the best in large hordes. The reason there’s so many is to throw you off, get 
you distracted with a super heavy demon while the weaker ones trickle in and take you down. I feel that no demon is out of place… are 
all fair, even the notorious Marauder.

I just want to go over the Marauder for a minute. A fallen sentinel who joined the legions of Hell, often regarded as the toughest 
enemy in the whole game. The first one is introduced as a boss fight at the end of Arc Complex, the sixth mission. In all honesty, it took 
me about ten tries to get through on my first playthrough, but near the end of the game after you’ve learned, you’ll find he’s more 
manageable. He is equipped with the perfect counters to the slayer's arsenal. Get too close and you’ll be blasted by his own super 
shotgun, too far and you'll be struck by a beam of energy from his axe. You can’t attack him either as he has a shield that is impossible 
to get through, you have to keep him at midrange, where he’ll charge you with his axe, lowering his shield, and giving you a split second 
to stun him and get some damage in. On his own he’s tough but manageable, but in a situation with countless enemies, he’ll rip you 
apart.

In the end, Doom Eternal delivers. I’d highly recommend this game to anyone who enjoys a challenge and is a fan of shooters. 
Play on nightmare, the hardest difficulty, and you’ll have fun when you figure everything out. It isn’t just a mindless snoozefest. 
Everything you do requires thought and skill. Remember, the only thing they fear is you, and taxes.



BLAZE ROGERS
By Isabella Briscoe

The senior I am spotlighting today is Blaze Rogers. 
Blaze was born on July 13, 2005. His full name is Blaze 
Kynton Rogers, and when he was a child, he wanted to 
be a mechanic when he grew up. Blaze’s hobbies 
include going out and hanging with his friends. After he 
graduates high school, Blaze plans on attending Carl 
Albert State College. His most prized possession is his 
car. Blaze’s favorite color is green, and his favorite T.V.  
show is Breaking Bad. He likes Shoreline Mafia, and his 
favorite song is Turks. His favorite movie is The Good 
Fellas, and his favorite food is tacos.  

JULIE KNOBELSDORFF
By Julie Knobelsdorff

My name is Julie Renee Knobelsdorff. I was born on 
November 23, 2004. My extra-curricular activities 
include; Newspaper 2 years, Basketball 2 years, FCCLA 
2 years, FFA 2 years, Spanish 1 year. Some of my 
hobbies are watching Netflix, listening to music, and 
shopping. When I was a child, I wanted to be a marine 
biologist when I grew up. My plans after high school are 
going to college for a business degree. My biggest pet 
peeve is probably when someone talks over me. My 
most prized possession is my necklace. If I had to 
describe myself in one word, it would be funny. A quote I 
like is “You only fail when you stop trying.” My favorite 
memory of high school was when I played basketball 
sophomore year. I had a lot of fun. My favorite color is 
blue. My favorite TV show is Stranger Things. My 
favorite music artist is Juice Wrld. One of my favorite 
songs is “Armed and Dangerous” by Juice Wrld. My 
favorite food is Mexican food. 

DAISHA A. GARCIA
By Alyssa Cogburn

Date of birth: 7/29/04
What are your hobbies/interests? Shopping and cooking.
When I was younger, I wanted to be a lawyer when I 
grew up. 
My plans after high school are: Air Force.
My biggest pet peeve is: disrespectful/mean people.
My most prized possession: life/family.
If I had to describe myself in one word, it would be: kind.
A quote I like is: “Not here for a long time but here for a 
good time.”
Favorite color: Red/Blue/Pink
Favorite TV show: Surface (thriller series) 
Favorite song: Me porto bonito- bad bunny
Favorite movie: The Notebook
Favorite food: Birria tacos. 

Lanila’s Flowers

1% 
Percentage of U.S. businesses 
that allow their employees to 

take naps during working 
hours.


