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Dear Willingboro Family, 

 

This past summer, the Willingboro Board of Education adopted new curriculum guides aligned to the New Jersey Student 

Learning Standards in all content areas.  These guides and the assessments created within them were paired with a revised 

grading system to reflect the latest educational research and practice. This was a momentous accomplishment that was 

achieved our district through the rigorous efforts of many of our educational professionals.   

 

We are just three months into this large-scale implementation.   As with any change, we recognize the growing pains and 

obstacles that must be worked through and overcome.  We appreciate the feedback that has been provided by our caring 

community.  Together, we can and will continue to make improvements when needed in order to create a rigorous, 

engaging and equitable environment for our students.   

 

To that end, we are pushing back the delivery of Marking Period 1 Report Cards to December 4 to reflect several 

changes.  Grade calculations for Marking Period 1 Report Cards will only utilize scores on formative work (quizzes, 

classwork, and homework).  Beginning with Marking Period 2 and moving forward, grade calculations for Report Cards 

will utilize scores from both formative work (quizzes, classwork, and homework) as well as summative work (benchmark 

and/or performance assessments).  To be clear, the first two (2) benchmark assessments given earlier this year will be 

viewed as practice tests and will not count towards formal student grades.  

 

We believe this decision will reduce the angst of our educators, students and families who have voiced sincere concern 

over this transition period. Consequentially, the weighting for each grading category will be altered as shown below for 

the 2018-2019 school year: 

 

Category Grades 1-4 Grades 5-12 

Summative Assessments 35% for the year 60% for the year 

Quizzes 25% for the year 15% for the year 

Classwork 25% for the year 15% for the year 

Homework 15% for the year 10% for the year 

   

As the year progresses in Year One of this large-scale implementation, we will continue to engage the Willingboro family 

in a rich dialogue.  We welcome your strong involvement and support as we improve the education experience for our 

students. 

 

Yours in education, 

 
Dr. Ronald G. Taylor, 

Superintendent of Schools 


