
 Principal’s Corner  
 June is here!!! 
I want to take time out to thank all of our families for your diligence in having your 
child(ren) to school on time and well-prepared for learning each day. This both supports and 
optimizes our instructional goals for each child and aids us in helping your child be as suc-
cessful as he/she can. As we plunge into summer, please make sure, too, to keep reading, 
reading, and reading some more with your child. High standards and expectations are the 
foundation of our school. We are an exceptional learning community comprised of parents, 
teachers, students and administrators. Together, we can achieve anything! 
Fifth grade families- we will miss you. Good luck at the Middle School. Make us proud!! 
Have a safe and enjoyable summer. I look forward to seeing everyone in September!! 
Summer Bucket List- watch fireworks, dance in the rain, ride my bike, swim in a lake or 
pond, read 4 incredible books! 
As always, if I can be of any assistance, my door is always open.  

You can reach me anytime at: jandreozzi@lackawannaschools.org. 
 

Sneak Peek Ahead … 
June 1-10 — Book Fair 
June 3 — Hawaiian/Luau Day 
June 8 — MRE Art Show (6PM) + Music Concert (6:30PM) 
June 9 — Early Dismissal 
June 10 — Celebrate Your Future! Wear something representing 
   your future career/college choice!  
June 15 — Field Day 
June 17 — Walk-A-Thon 
June 20 — No School 
June 21 — Tie-Dye and Sunglasses Day! Happy Summer!  
June 24 — Students’ Last Day; Early Dismissal; Walking Yearbook  
  Day — wear a plain tee for everyone to sign! 

                                         The PTA will hold their next          
                                      meeting on June 2 

                                  at 6 P.M. in the Martin                
                                    Road Elementary School Library. 

 
Book Fair will be held during the school day June 1-10 and in the 

evening on June 8! 
PTA will be holding another coin drive during the week of June 13th!  

Monday, June 13 — Send Pennies to School! 
Tuesday, June 14 — Send Nickels to School! 

Wednesday, June 15 — Send Dimes to School! 
Thursday, June 16 — Send Quarters to School! 

Friday, June 17 — Send Dollars to School! 
Please call Jenn Hinderliter with any questions at (716) 228-3017. 
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Greetings from the Library 
Media Center!  

We are beginning Coding using 
Code.org for the remainder of May. 4th/5th graders are 
using Blockly to navigate through Angry Birds mazes. 
2nd/3rd graders will code with Rey and BB8 from Star 
Wars. Coding is a great tool to develop growth mindset. 
Never give up! 
Finally, we will be bringing in Lisa Fitzgerald from the 
Lackawanna Branch of the Erie County Library System to 
talk to students about the importance of reading 
throughout the summer to prevent "Summer Slide". 
Summer Slide is when you lose your reading skills be-
cause you are not reading.  
Lisa will be sharing some new books with students and 
will bring library card applications in for students to take 
home. A reminder that library cards are FREE and there 
is lots of programming available for school-aged chil-
dren all around Erie County this summer. Check out 
their website: 
https://www.buffalolib.org/ 
Happy Summer Reading! - Mrs. Unger 



 Third Grade Troopers 
Can you believe it’s June?! We are continuing to work 
hard in 3rd grade. In math we are continuing to learn 
about geometry and exploring different shapes and 
their attributes. In reading we are continuing to use our 
Wonders Reading Program and will be focusing on the 
genre of expository text. We will be covering different 
skills and strategies such as compare and contrast, re-
reading and using context clues from the text to help 
us understand. We encourage our students to read eve-
ry night at home. In science we are continuing to learn 
about plant and animal life cycles and understanding 
how animals and their environments change through 
time. 
We have many exciting events happening in the month 
of June; our third-grade picnic will be on June 14th 
and 16th depending on your child’s teacher. We have 
our Martin Road field day on June 15th and our annual 
Walk-a-thon on June 17th. 
Thank you for you continued support, if you have any 
questions or concerns, please reach out to your child’s 
teacher. 

 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 
 

HAPPY JUNE 4th grade families! 

As our year ends, we are still working very hard in the 
green wing. 

Our fourth graders are finishing the year strong in math 
class by learning all about decimals and converting meas-
urements. We are also taking this time to review many of 

the skills from this past year to help them get ready to enter 
those fifth grade classrooms. 

In ELA, the students are working on reviewing all of their 
skills when reading and answering questions. It is im-

portant that our kids remember to take time and read over 
the summer. Reading will help them to remember the strat-
egies they have learned even while they are not with us in 

school. 

We will also be finishing the year with a NYS science as-
sessment that the kids have been reviewing for. This as-

sessment looks at skills from their entire elementary school 
career. 

We are very grateful to be going to visit Evangola Beach! 
At the beach, the students will be learning about marsh 

animals, and many features the beach environment has to 
offer. 

As a team, we are very proud of all of the hard work and 
dedication our students and families have put into this 

school year. We cannot wait to see all of the accomplish-
ments our kids make next year and beyond! 

Second Grade Superstars 
The school year is almost over, and our second graders have 

worked hard all year! Practicing fluent reading and understanding 
what was read, has been a focus and will continue to be in third 
grade. Don’t stop now! Over summer vacation it is important to 

keep reading 20 -30 minutes a day to help avoid the summer slide. 
Practicing 3-digit addition and subtraction problems too will keep 
the kids on track! Another great idea is to keep a writing journal 

over the vacation. 
Recently In sci- ence we have 
been learning about plant 
seeds, pollina- tion, and plant 
needs. Some second-grade 

classrooms had students pretend 
to be bees and helped pollinate 
flowers around the classroom. 
The pollen was orange powdered 

cheese from cheese puffs that 
stuck to their fingers, or bee 

legs, and trans- ferred to the next 
flower they landed on. The 

“flowers” were white cup cake 
liners. We have made lots of great 
memories that this sweet group 

of students can take with them! 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 
 

June is going to be a very busy month for 
our soon to be Middle School students! Our 
Moving Up Day Ceremony is scheduled for Tues-
day, June 21st at 9:15 am. The ceremony will be 
held in the Martin Road Gym. More information 
will be forthcoming as the date draws near. Our 
5th graders will be participating in our annual 
Spelling Bee Classic on June 14th. The Spelling 
Bee will challenge our students' knowledge of 
their vocabulary and spelling words from our 
Wonders series. Finally, we have a special field 
trip planned for our students on Friday, June 
10th. Please be sure to check your child's Take 
Home folder for the permission slip and im-
portant information regarding these events. 
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From the Nurse’s Office  

The warm weather has finally arrived, and we all 
could not be happier. With that warm sun shining 
down on us, please remember to apply sunscreen 

frequently. Not only is a sunburn painful, but repeated sunburns 
may cause skin issues, such as cancer.   

Staying hydrated while playing in the sun is just as important. Drink 
plenty of fluids, especially water. Also pay attention to notice signs 

of heat exhaustion or worse, heat stroke.   
Symptoms of Heat Exhaustion: Profuse sweating, rapid weak pulse, 
clammy skin, nausea, heat cramps or muscle spasms, lightheaded-

ness, and short of breath.   
Signs of Heat Stroke: Rapid strong pulse, alter mental status, loss 
of consciousness, red flushed skin, vomiting. If someone is experi-

encing any symptoms of heat stroke, call 911 immediately.   
Enjoy your summer and stay safe! I cannot wait to see all 

your smiling faces in September!  
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Music Notes 
 

Music classes will be exploring 

the music of various world cul-

tures. We will be looking at 

instruments from various 

countries. We will talk about 

how some instruments are pitched and 

some are non-pitched and compare that to 

things we can use in the classroom. We will 

watch some cultural movements and danc-

es; connecting our experiences and learning 

the significance of being together to through 

artistic expressions. We will learn words in 

new languages and sing songs from around 

the globe.  

NEWS FROM THE ART  ROOM  

A reminder that June 8 will be our school-wide 
art show. Please join us for an evening when 
families will celebrate the amazing student 

artists at Martin Road. In addition, the amazing 
Martin Road band students will be performing 

their Spring Concert.   

MARTIN ROAD ART SHOW & SPRING CONCERT  

Wednesday, June 8, 2022  

6:00 PM – Art Show  

6:30 PM – Spring Concert   

By the end of the year all students will be bringing home any 
artwork that they haven’t gotten back yet. Encourage chil-
dren to share what they have made and learned in the art 

room.  

Have a wonderful summer everyone and stay creative!   

NEWS from the Physical  

Education Department 
 

The students in Physical Education classes 
are completing the Fall Pacer Test. Accord-
ing to Fitnessgram, the FitnessGram PAC-
ER Test is a multistage aerobic capacity 

test that progressively gets more difficult as 
it continues. 

The test is used to measure a student's 
aerobic capacity as part of the Fit-

nessGram assessment. Students run back 
and forth as many times as they can, each 

lap signaled by a beep sound. The test 
gets progressively faster as it continues un-
til the student reaches their max lap score. 
Students are encouraged to beat their own 

score for a personal best. 

 

Mr. Wiskup and Ms. Steckstor 

Martin Road Elementary P.E. 



Occupational and Physical Therapy  

Celebrate summer with watermelon, lime, orange, and coconut 
scented homemade play dough!  Sensory play that suits the season 

is so much fun for young kids and creates such happy memories.  
For each type of play dough, you’ll need the following ingredients:  

 1 cup flour  
1/2 cup salt  

1 Tablespoon vegetable oil  
1 Tablespoon cream of tartar  

1 cup water  
Mix all the dry ingredients and then stir in the oil and water.  Pour 

the mixture into a non-stick skillet and heat over medium heat, 
stirring constantly.  It will start out as a thick liquid, but will quickly 

thicken into a play dough consistency.   
Watermelon Scent:  For this version, add one packet of watermel-
on Kool-Aid to the mixture BEFORE cooking the play dough.  The 
Kool-Aid colors the dough as well as scents it, so you won’t need 

any food coloring. Super easy!  
Lime, Orange, and Coconut Scent: you can find lime, orange, and 

coconut (imitation) extracts in the baking aisle of your grocery 
store. Make the play dough following the recipe above.   Let it 

cool.  Then knead in several drops of food coloring and 1/2 tsp of 
your choice of extract.  You may want to knead in additional ex-

tract if the scent is not strong enough. 
 

Katie Byrwa PT,DPT, Amy Rybak PTA, Laura Pozzuto OTR/L, Amy 
Woodley OTR/L, Tara Hanlon COTA/L, Breanna Eyermann, COTA/L 
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Notes from Speech Language Department 

 

 

Notes from the 
School Counselor 

 
Hooray... another 

year and many 
great memories have been 
made.     I enjoyed working 
with all of the students at 

Martin Road this school year 
and I hope everyone has a 

great, enjoyable 
summer.  Remember to work 
on developing your character 

traits over the summer so 
that you come back next Fall 

ready for a successful new 
year! 

5th graders - We 
watched you move 

mountains as you worked 
your way to the end of 

elementary school.  Even 
though we will be apart, 

please know Martin Road 
will always be with you.  Best 

of Luck to the 5th grade 
cohort!! 

 

NEWS from the English as New Language (ENL) 

Department 

We are so proud of all the hard work from our ENL students this 
year. They worked very hard on the NYSESLAT, our English as a New 
Language test. We encourage all students to read as much as they 
can over the summer so they can be ready for next year. 
 
To all of our ENL families, have a wonderful summer! ¡Esperamos 
que tengas un buen verano! !نتمنى لك صيف جيد Nous vous 

souhaitons un bon été ! আমরা আশা করর আপরি একটি ভাল গ্রীষ্ম 
আছে! \!ہم امید کرتے ہیں کہ آپ کا موسم گرما اچھا گزرے 

 

Alina Taylor (Grade 2), Amanda Meegan (Grade 3), Lydia Pulka 
(Grade 4), and Dawla Mohsin (Grade 5) 

June Words of the Month 

Summer 

Vacation  

Sun  

Garden 

Barbeque 

Fun 

Word Practice 

This month we celebrate sum-

mer and the upcoming sum-

mer vacation.  Make a list of 

your own “summer” words.  

Try to use them in sentences 

and include several details if 

you can!!   

 Strategy of the Month 

Vocabulary 

Receptive vocabulary is understand-

ing words and pictures.   

Expressive vocabulary is naming or 

using words to describe objects or 

pictures. 

It’s important to understand and 

name vocabulary.  It helps you un-

derstand words in written work.  It 

also helps your own writing have 

more vivid details.   

Try this at home!  Find pic-

tures or objects around the 

house or yard.  See how many 

you can name.  Show them to 

others and see if they can name 

them!!  



Social Worker’s Corner—Connecting Parent, Child, and School 
 

The Responsibility a Child Has to Play Fairly 
In last month’s newsletter, we talked about how children negotiate and build friendships. As we 

move into summer and children have more freedom to play with children in their neighborhood, it 
is important for them to learn to play fairly. Learning to play fairly with others can be a difficult 

task for children to learn. The concept of sharing is taught early on in preschool or daycare. How-
ever, as a parent, you can also help to teach your child the importance of sharing and being kind 

both to their peers and members of your family.  

It’s important to promote sharing within your household as well. If your child has sib-
lings, many toys will become the object of competition. The winner will get to play with the toy in 
the end, likely leaving the other child upset. If this becomes a persistent scenario, start interven-
ing and taking the toy away from the dominant child with a simple statement that it’s the other 
child’s turn. That way, your children are learning about sharing without directly discussing it. Ac-
tions will begin to speak louder than words and your children will begin to see you modeling the 
desired behavior.  It’s also important to encourage your child to share with other chil-
dren at school. If your child has a favorite activity or toy at school, have conversations with 

them aimed at understanding if they are playing fairly. If they are not, have a discussion about 
the why. Sometimes it can be counterproductive to demand that a child share without first under-

standing the why behind their choice to not share. Talking to your child about the benefits of 
playing fairly — building new friendships, making others feel included and respected, and having 
new experiences — may encourage them to play fairly more frequently and might also begin to 

help them encourage this behavior in others. Talk to your child’s teacher about their sharing hab-
its at home and school if you have concerns. 

Remember: 

• When your child isn’t playing fairly at home with siblings, take action immediately. 

• Help your child understand that playing fairly can build friendships and result in strong-
er peer relationships. 

• Sharing with your child models the desired behavior and will likely encourage them to 
share outside of the home. 

• If your child is not playing fairly, have a discussion with them about WHY versus simply 
correcting the behavior.  
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