
 Principal’s Corner  
   
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

This spring, our schools will administer the NYS Grades 3-8 assessments in English Language Arts (March 30 & 31) 
and Mathematics (April 27 & 28 ). These annual ELA and math tests for students in grades 3-8 are required by the fed-
eral Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015. The tests are designed to measure how well students are mastering 
the learning standards that guide classroom instruction and help to ensure that students are on track to graduate from 
high school with the critical thinking, problem solving, and reasoning skills needed for success in college and the mod-
ern workplace. The tests also show how schools and districts are progressing with the learning standards and can sup-
port professional development for teachers. 

This is an opportunity for us to show all the learning happening at MRE and what we need to improve. 

Please make sure your child has a healthy breakfast and gets plenty of rest each night!! 

I’m hoping for a beautiful March!! 

 

Sneak Peek Ahead … 
March 7-11 — SPCA Donation Drive (donations of food,    

             treats, toys, blankets, etc. to be donated to Erie County SPCA) 

March 11 — Wear Blue/Gray for Steeler Pride! 
March 16 — No School for Students 
March 17 — Wear Green for St. Patrick’s Day! 
March 21 — Wear Bright/Hawaiian Clothes to 
    Celebrate Spring! 
March 29 — No School for Students 
March 30-31 — NYS ELA Assessment 

                                         The PTA will hold their next          
                           meeting on March 3rd  

                                  at 6:30 P.M. in the Martin                
                    Road Elementary School Library. 

 

Pierogi fundraiser starts 3/4 and runs through 
3/17. Order forms due with full payment in cash 
or check made out to Martin Road PTA. Pick up is 

on 4/7, exact details will be available in April's 
newsletter. 
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Greetings from the Library 
Media Center!  

We are learning about character 
traits and genres in the media center! We are 
focusing on humor and adventure stories in 
4th and 5th grade. Students are being intro-
duced to popular series such as My Weird 
School (humor) and On the Run (adventure). 
Students are able to identify characteristics of 
each style of writing and are exploring different 
authors and series of each genre. After break, 
we will be looking at fantasy and science fiction 
genres.  
Our second and third graders are learning how 
to think like a character thinks and describing/
writing Beginning, Middle and End.  
In the coming weeks. all grades will be learning 
about our nonfiction books and how the Dewey 
Organization System works.  



 Third Grade Troopers 
Hello Third Grade Families!  What an awesome year it’s been! We have been hard at 
work, in 3rd grade.  We’re looking forward to an exciting rest of the year! 
In math, we just wrapped up our unit on fractions.  Students were actively engaged 
and had a lot of fun learning about them! Our new unit will focus on area and perime-
ter. Area refers to the number of square units inside a shape.  Perimeter refers to the 
distance around the shape. We will also be focusing on time and measurement 
throughout the month.  Please continue to have your child practice their multiplica-
tion and division facts each night.   
In ELA, we are continuing to learn about cause-and-effect situations. This is a strategy 
to understand why things happen the way they do.  The cause is why something hap-
pened.  The effect is what happened, because of this.  When students recognize this 
relationship, comprehension is increased.  We will also be using the reading compre-
hension strategy, “Asking and Answering Questions”.  We will apply this strategy 
before, during and after reading a story.  It helps students clarify what they are read-
ing and to better understand the text. Asking questions is also a good way for stu-
dents to monitor their own reading comprehension while they are reading.  Please 
continue to have your child read each night.  They can read aloud to someone, or 
quietly to themselves.  Students can also read using RAZ kids.  It’s very important that 
they engage in reading activities each night! 
In Social Studies, we will be learning about Kenya. 
In Science, we will be investigating and learning about lifecycles and traits.   

Some important dates to be aware of in March:  
~March 9th and March 15th: Farm to Table 

~March 10th: Milk Magic Show 
~March 30th-31st: NYS ELA Assessment 

We are looking forward to the rest of the year! If you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to us at any time! Thank you for your continued support! 
 
“Reading is a passport to countless adventures!” ~Mary Pope Osborne 

 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 
 

Happy March, fourth grade families!! We are so excited that 

the weather is becoming warmer and our students will be 

able to go play outside a lot more. 

In ELA we are working on reviewing all of our skills from the 

year. Our students have been practicing reading and taking 

each paragraph and turning it into a few sentences in their 

own words. This strategy is helping the students remember 

what they have read as well as help them to understand 

what they are reading. We are also continuing working on 

our writing and using details from the stories they have read 

in order to accurately answer the question that is being pre-

sented to them. 

In math we are continuing our work on fractions and mixed 

numbers. Our students have done many activities on frac-

tions and are continuing to work hard on learning fraction 

and mixed number skills. Get those protractors ready be-

cause we are also beginning measuring angles, working with 

shapes and focusing on area and perimeter. 

In social studies we will be learning all about the American 

Revolution and the part that New York State played during 

that most important war in our nation. 

We hope that you are having an enjoyable start to the spring 

and are ready for the green grass and the sunshine!!! 

Second Grade Superstars 
Happy March to all!! We are continuing to grow 
and learn in second grade throughout March.  

In math, students will be practicing how to add 
and subtract 3-digit numbers. Please ensure to 
practice both addition and subtraction facts at 
home with your child  (1-20). This will allow stu-
dents to practice their fact fluency which is a 

skill that is expected to be mastered by the end 
of second grade.  

In reading, students will work on how to find the 
cause and effect of a story. Students will also be 
working on reading and writing words with open 

syllable type suffixes such as y, ly, and ty. Please 
have your child read at least 20 minutes each 

night, using books at their reading level. 
Finally in Social Studies, our students are learning 
about mapping. We are having so much fun learn-
ing how to use a map and even creating one of our 

own! 
We look forward to the continued growth 

throughout the next half of the school year! 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 
 

Our ELA Essential Question is: When has a plan helped you accomplish a 
task?  We will be studying the folktale genre, which often includes a 
hero or heroine's quest, or set of tasks, he or she must accomplish.  This 
month's learning targets include making and confirming predications 
and defining and assigning themes to a story.  Themes are the messages 
authors want to share in their story.  One of the key words in this unit 
is gratitude, or a feeling of appreciation or gratefulness.  Our young 
5th grade scientists will continue to explore, examine, and create solu-
tions and mixtures on their way to discovering what causes physical and 
chemical changes.  They will be investigating these through various labs 
and hands-on stations in their classrooms.  Ask your child and be pre-
pared to be thrilled at their excitement!  In Social Studies, your child will 
continue to learn about the Regions of the USA.  Twelve states make up 
this region!  Juan Ponce de Leon was the first European to arrive here in 
Florida in 1513!  Try to name some landmarks in the Southeast.  Have 
you heard of the Fountain of Youth?  Finally, we will conclude our study 
with numbers and operations in base ten in Math.  We have worked 
through the decimal place value system - rounding, comparing and or-
dering, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals.  We will 
complete several activities that will help your child apply multiplying 
and dividing decimals to the real-world tasks.  Ask your child about 
the Decimal Diner!  
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From the Nurse’s Office  
 

The days have been getting longer and the sun 
has been shining bright which can only mean 
spring is right around the corner. When the 

weather is nice, it is easier to get outside and 
get a nice dose of fresh air. Fresh air helps our bodies in more 

ways than one! 
1. Vitamin D- We get this vitamin from the sun. It helps our 

bodies absorb calcium so we have strong healthy bones. 
2. Strong bodies- Studies show that playing outside creates 

healthier hearts, lungs and joints. 
3. Better eyesight- Natural lighting is healthier for your eyes 
then artificial lighting. Staring at phones, computers, or televi-
sions for extended periods of time could be damaging. Getting 

outside gives your little eyes a break. 
4. Less stress- When you play outside and burn energy it melts 

the stress away. 
So, get outside and enjoys that fresh air!! 

 
Also 5th grade parents........this is for you!! Your child will 
need an up-to-date Tdap vaccination to be able to attend 6th 

grade next year. Please make an appointment with your child’s 
pediatrician and get this taken care of ASAP. Once your child 

has received the vaccination, please bring immunization record 
to the health office. 
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Music Notes 
 

What is the rhythm of the 
season? Observe and move 
along with the gentle snow-
flakes, the rush of a snowy 
storm, or the wind creating 

circles and drifted banks about the sides 
of buildings. See what rhythms you can 
find out there in the world. Activities in-
volving movement, rhythm, and work-
ing on music literacy are some of the ac-
tivities this month in music class. We will 

be playing instruments, creating, and 
reading patterns that are used and seen 

to create the rhythms of all times.  

NEWS FROM THE ART  ROOM  
March will be an exciting month in the Martin Road 
art room. We will begin exploring three-dimensional 
art and a student favorite... clay!!! Students will be 

getting messy and although the art materials we use 
are washable, it is always a good idea to dress for 

messy work on art days.  

While at home, encourage your child to extend his or her art learn-
ing at home. Here are some materials many of you may have 

around the house to explore 3-dimensional sculpting and con-
struction:  

• Aluminum foil sculptures  

• Playing cards for building a house  

• Lego bricks  

• Play dough  

• Folded paper  

Martin Road Artists – name something else 
that is 3-dimensional and could be turned into 
a sculpture: ________________________  

 

Stay creative, Martin Road!   

NEWS from the Physical Education Department 

 

The students have been focusing on fit-
ness and basketball skills in Physical Ed-
ucation. The lesson focus is on the funda-

mentals of basketball that include drib-
bling, passing the ball and shooting along 
with basketball lead up games. Students 
practice at their own pace and the correct 

techniques of all the skills are empha-
sized. Students are also presented with 

time to play 3-on-3 and 4-on-4 basketball 
mini games. 

For the next unit planned, pillow polo 
games, soccer games and speed-stacking 

with cups will be emphasized. 

 

Mr. Wiskup and Ms. Steckstor 

Martin Road Elementary P.E. 



Occupational and Physical Therapy  
Fine Motor Strength is essential for so many reasons! From 
maintaining a grasp on a pencil to opening and closing scis-

sors, to buttoning buttons, snapping snaps, tying shoes, color-
ing a picture without stopping, to most everything we do…

hand strength matters! The best way to improve overall 
strength is through meaningful and motivating activities, es-
pecially everyday play! Below is a list of fun activities to im-

prove and promote hand strength at home: 
 

• Squeeze play dough or a stress ball 
• Use a hole punch to create confetti for crafting 

• Pop bubble wrap 
• Attach paperclips onto the edge of a paper 

• Shoot a marble into a target with the thumb 
• Screw together nuts and bolts 

• Tear pieces of paper to make a collage 
• Make dough and roll and cut cookies 

• Sort, stack, and drop coins into a bank 
• Use a stapler to make crafts 

• Cut a slit in a tennis ball and “feed” it small objects 
• Open and close jars and containers 

• String small beads onto string or a pipe cleaner 
• Tie and untie knots 

 
Katie Byrwa PT,DPT, Amy Rybak PTA, Laura Pozzuto OTR/L, Amy Woodley OTR/L, 

Tara Hanlon COTA/L, Breanna Eyermann, COTA/L 
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Notes from Speech Language Department 

 

 

Notes from the 
School Counselor 

 
In all the classrooms, 
during out February 

lessons, we had great discussions on how 
to establish and maintain healthy vs. 
unhealthy friendships. This was a great 
introduction into our March lessons that will 
hold a variety of discussions based on the 
mission behind “Erin’s Law.” In 2019, New 
York State Legislature created a law 
entitled Erin's Law which became effective 
on 7/1/2020. The law requires that all public 
schools in New York provide annual 
prevention education about sexual abuse 
and the exploitation of children. School is a 
safe place where children can learn what to 
do in unfamiliar or uncomfortable situations 
and our goal in the district is to assure that 
we keep all students safe. The lessons are 
important and will be offered in a non-
threatening and respectful language with 
the students leaving with the message to 
be empowered to speak up, to be safe, or 
to help another student who may feel 
unsafe, while understanding that 
communication is key with trusted adults at 
home, in school and the community.    To 
find out more about “Erin’s Law”, what the 
warning signs are for children who are 
abused, as well as resources on how to 
have these conversations with your children 
at home, please visit the “Erin’s Law” 
website at:  https://www.erinslaw.org/   

NEWS from the English as New Language (ENL) 

Department 

The NYSESLAT will begin next month for our English Language 
Learners.  The Speaking portion of the test will measure the stu-

dent's ability to produce verbal academic English.  Parents should 
encourage students to speak English a little each day, read stories, 

and watch tv in English with the captions on!     

Alina Taylor (Grade 2), Amanda Meegan (Grade 3), Lydia Pulka 
(Grade 4), Dawla Mohsin (Grade 5), and Maleka Nashir (All 

Grades) 

March Words of the Month 

Leprechaun 

Shamrock 

Gold 

Rainbow 

Green 

Lucky 

Word Practice 

This month we celebrate St. 

Patrick’s Day!  Make your prac-

tice sweeter by writing these 

words on shamrocks!  Then 

draw a picture or write your 

own definition on the back of 

each shamrock. 

  Strategy of the Month 

Similarities/Differences 

With the saying “March comes in like 

a lion and goes out like a lamb.”, we 

can discuss how things are the same/

different. 

Similarities = Same 

Differences = Not the same 

It’s important to be able to state 

similarities and differences.  It helps 

to compare things you are talking or 

writing about. 

Try this at home!  Find 

two objects around the 

house.  Tell how they are simi-

lar and different.  Try to chal-

lenge family members to see 

if you can stump them!!! 



Social Worker’s Corner—Connecting Parent, Child, and School 
 

How to Help Your Child Succeed at Taking Tests 

Test taking can be stressful for both children and parents. Not only do you have to make sure 
your child is fully prepared for the content they’ll face, but sometimes it also feels like you have to 

force them to study. For children, testing can be scary. Unless the test is on a subject in which 
they excel and/or are excited about, children may feel intimidated and are more likely to be un-

successful. These are all bumps in the road of school and life, but effective study skills and habits 
can be developed with your child — and with enough of your own involvement, these skills will 

transition into adulthood. 

Work with your child on study habits. In a comfortable atmosphere, like their bedroom, 
bring in a set of healthy study snacks and sit down with your child to go over test material. Don’t 
hold their hand while they figure things out, but be available if they have questions or get stuck. 
As a parent, you can help your child develop good study skills early on. Just giving them the an-

swers, however, doesn't help that process. Go through different scenarios and ways to solve 
questions and problems together, but encourage them to figure it out on their own. Make sure 

your child has a plan in place and offer rewards! When it comes to motivating a child to de-
velop good study habits and test-taking skills, go through a practice run. If your child isn't enthu-
siastic about this, offer a small reward at the end to encourage them to try their best. After the 

test is done, go through the answers one by one, letting your child know how they did. The more 
you go through this exercise with them, the more comfortable they will be when faced with a test 

taking situation in school.  

Remember: 

• Ask your child what it is about the test that they don’t feel comfortable with. Work 
through a practice test with them and help them understand there is nothing to fear! 

• Remind them that it’s not the end of the world if they don’t ace a test! 

• Be supportive, but don’t offer them all the answers. Allow them (and encourage them) 
to figure things out on their own! 

• Check out this video to teach coping skills for test taking anxiety: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDYx9qM_ygg 

• Check out the book The Anti-Test Anxiety Society by Julia Cook  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUKCtthfYEo 
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