
 Principal’s Corner       

As we begin a new semester, I would like to wish a very Happy New Year to our Martin Road Family! I trust you had a 
wonderful winter break with family and friends. As we celebrate this new year, 2022, it is always a great time for look-

ing back to the past, but more importantly, looking forward to the coming year. It is a time to reflect on the changes we want, or 
need, to make and resolve to follow through on those changes. So, as we begin 2022, I want to assure everyone that the high 
expectations in academics set from the beginning of the year will continue in the new year. 
Do you have any goals for 2022? Did you set a family goal, or did you have your child set a goal? Goal setting is a way to help your 
child see the benefit of hard work and practice. Your child sets a goal in school based on their i-Ready and Reading A-Z scores. 
These are assessments that we use to find out where a student is academically and help your child set realistic goals.  
In addition, I would like to welcome our new staff—3rd grade teacher, Ms. Donegan, classroom aide—Ms. Ginnetti and testing 
room aide—Ms. Ahmed. Welcome Aboard!! 
Lastly, I wanted to remind families that there is no school on Monday, January 17th, in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr’s 
birthday. In today’s polarized society, I draw your attention to one of Dr. King’s most famous quotes: "Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that." It’s too easy to point to those that disagree 
with us and say they are wrong; it’s much more difficult to dialogue with them and come to some sort of understanding of one 
another. Dr. King invites us to look to the light, to look to love, when dealing with those with whom we disagree. What a great 
reminder on this National Holiday in his honor! 

Happy New Year! I hope that 2022 is a great year for you and your family!    

Sneak Peek Ahead … 
January 3 — School Resumes—Welcome Back! 
January 7 — Buffalo Bills Spirit Day 
January 10-14 — Soup & Hot Chocolate Collection Drive 

            Donations are not required! 
January 14 — Buffalo Sabres Spirit Day 
January 17 — Martin Luther King, Jr. Day— 
   No School 
January 19 — Dress Like a Snowman Day—  
  wear your favorite hat and scarf!  
January 28— Steeler Spirit Day—Blue and Grey 
 

                                                   The PTA will hold                

                                  their next meeting on  

                                  January 6th at 6:30 P.M. 

in the Martin Road Elementary School 
Library. 
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Greetings from the Library 
Media Center!  

We have started centers in the library 
and students are doing very well transi-
tioning to their centers. Movement and choice are so im-
portant so I am happy we are doing both!  

In the month of December, we had an ABC sort order cen-
ter to practice sorting library books to help students locate 
favorite authors, a puzzle center, computer center and 
independent/buddy reading center.  

We start with a library lesson, and then move to cen-
ters. Students are working cooperatively, practicing im-
portant social and library skills and cleaning up before they 
go back to class. Win-win! It is great to see and hear all of 
the energy and activity in the media center.  

A great way to connect home and school is to ask your 
child what they are doing in library class and what their 
favorite center has been so far.  

Next month, we are focusing on choosing non-fiction 
books. 



 Third Grade Troopers 
Greetings to our third-grade families! 
First and foremost we would like all of our students and families to 
have a wonderful and prosperous 2022 New Year! 
Your children will be working very hard in January.  Please remind 
them how important it is to stay focused in class. 
In math we are continuing with multiplication.  Please make sure that 
your child is studying their facts.  We will be teaching division at the 
same time.  They will understand division so much easier if they 
know their multiplication facts.  We will be teaching them the differ-
ent strategies to help them divide,  just like we have been doing to 
learn multiplication.  At the end of the month we will be starting frac-
tions.  Fractions are fun!!  
In ELA our Essential Question will be:  How do people make govern-
ment work?  They will be learning new vocabulary words that coin-
cide with this topic.  We will be reading Nonfiction stories to help us 
understand the question. We will continue to have your children re-
read the stories to help them better understand anything that is un-
clear to them.  They will be looking for the author's point of view on 
the topics and compare them to their own. 
REMINDERS: Please check your child's backpacks, purple folder and 
agenda daily.   
Please do not hesitate to call us if you have any questions or con-
cerns. HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 
 

Happy January, everyone! We cannot believe it is already half 
way through the school year. Our team hopes that everyone 
had a relaxing December break! 

Our fourth grade students will be taking their midyear I Ready 
assessment this month. These assessments are designed to 
help us, as teachers know how our students are growing in the 
areas of ELA and Math. This assessment also allows us to 
provide our students with extra support in areas that they may 
be struggling in or areas they are excelling in as we change 
around our RTI groupings and placements. 

In ELA, this month, the kids will be working on theme and 
point of view. The theme Is the life lesson the characters in 
the story are teaching the reader about. Point of view is from 
whose perspective the story is being told. As your children are 
reading at home every day for at least 20 minutes ask them if 
they have found these reading topics in their book. 

In Math, we will be continuing division and moving on to our 
unit on fractions. Our fourth graders will be coming home 
every day learning a lot about fractions for the next several 
weeks. As we begin fractions, it is also very important that we 
do not forget about multiplication or division. The basic mul-
tiplication facts need to be mastered and we will be reviewing 
both of these areas daily in our math classes. 

In Science, we will be starting a unit on the wonderful world 
of Energy. Our students will be watching many videos and 
doing several activities that help them understand how energy 
impacts our world and everyday life. 

Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns and we look forward to all the new 

Second Grade Superstars 
January is an exciting time for learning in second grade. Stu-
dents will have a chance to show all the skills that they have 
learned in the beginning of the year and the growth that they 
have made through two important assessments. We will be re-
testing reading levels to help each child meet their individual 
reading goal for the year. We will also be taking computer-
based assessments on the learning program i-Ready for both 
reading and math. We are excited to watch students track their 
own progress and see if they met the goals that they set for 
themselves earlier in the year. 
In math, students will be practicing adding two-digit numbers. 
Please practice both addition and subtraction facts (1-20) at 
home as much as possible to ensure success in this next math 
chapter. Fact fluency is a skill that is expected by the end of sec-
ond grade! 
In reading, students will keep working to find the author’s pur-
pose after reading a text and will begin sequencing events from 
a story. We will be working on reading and writing words with 
long vowel sounds. Please have your child read for at least 20 
minutes each night, using books at their reading level. 
We look forward to this next half of the year and can’t wait to 
see all the progress that is made! 

Fabulous Fifth Grade 
 

Heading into the new year, students will read Fairy Tales 
(genre) in ELA, study figurative language, and make predic-
tions.  One of the key words in ELA is destiny – what hap-
pens to a person especially as determined in ad-
vance!  After Fairy Tales, we will move back to biographies 
and investigating questions about nature.  In Math, stu-
dents will begin working with the decimal place value sys-
tem.  Students will identify decimal place value, compare 
and order decimals, round decimals, and add and subtract 
decimals.  Our 5th grade geographers will learn about the 
history, geography, and landmarks of our 50 United 
States!  A state diamond poem project will be complet-
ed.  Finally, in Science, students will be finishing learning 
about Earth’s Place in Space.  They will move into the next 
unit on Matter, which includes mixtures and solu-
tions.  Here, students will learn about the different proper-
ties of matter as they conduct experiments to test theories 
on matter.   
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From the Nurse’s Office  
 

 

Helpful Reminders on 
How Children Can 

Properly Wear Their Face Mask 
 

Wearing masks correctly is an easy and effective way to 
keep children (and adults!) from getting sick! Here are a 

few key points to remember: 
1. Be sure your mask is covering BOTH your mouth and 

your nose 
2. The wire bridge goes across your nose, not your chin 
3. Make sure your mask is clean and dry! If your mask is 

wet or dirty, ask for a new one 
4. If you need a break from wearing your mask, be sure 
that you are at least 6 feet away from your friends be-

fore removing your mask. Ask a teacher for help! 
5. Before and after touching your face or mask, be sure 

to wash or sanitize your hands! 

 
Stay safe and stay healthy friends! 
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Band Notes 
Hello Band Parents,  
 
YouTube can be a very good 
resource for beginning band 
students looking to improve 

their skills and learn easy, familiar songs. 
One YouTube page that is worthwhile to ex-
plore is "Dr. Selfridge music". Dr. Selfridge is 
a music teacher that has made numerous 
videos on all the beginning band instru-
ments, and I've been encouraging students 
to watch these videos at home and play 
along with the song or skill they are working 
on improving. Please be sure that your child 
is watching a video that correlates with the 
instrument they're playing; for example, a 
trumpet player should be watching a trum-
pet video, and so forth. I hope you all had a 
great holiday season, and I will keep you 
posted on upcoming performances!  

NEWS FROM THE ART  ROOM  
 

A new year is upon us and we are continuing to grow 
and learn in the art room. We learn about many 

artists in the art room, but did you know there is a 
free art gallery that you can visit and see some amaz-

ing contemporary art?  

While the Albright-Knox's Elmwood Avenue campus is temporarily 
closed for construction, there is a satellite gallery that is 

open called the Albright-Knox Northland. The Northland gallery is 
located at 612 Northland Avenue in Buffalo. This smaller, more 

intimate gallery is open Fridays through Sundays 
and admission is free! The gallery closes in between exhibits, so be 
sure to check the website before visiting (www.albrightknox.org/

community/northland).   

There is an exhibit at Albright-Knox Northland until January 
16 called Difference Machines: Technology and Identity in Contem-
porary Art. I encourage you to visit the gallery and discuss some of 
the ideas in the exhibit with your child, such as ways that technol-

ogy has impacted our lives.   

One of the most important take-aways students can get from art is 
that it connects to meaningful concepts in the real world. Sharing 
the work of contemporary artists such as the ones in the Albright-

Knox Northland exhibit helps students see those connections.   

Stay creative, Martin Road!   

NEWS from the Physical Education Department 

 

Lots of Warm Wishes for the 
New Year!!! 

MRE will be moving on to 
working on their Basketball 

Skills and Drills this month as 
well as Station work. 

Stay safe and Warm, 

Mr. Wiskup and Ms. Steckstor 

 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR, Martin 

Road Families!  
Wishing you all 
the success in 

2022! 
 

 



Occupational and Physical Therapy  
Heavy work activities push or pull against the body and can be used to help 
kids who have trouble with sensory processing. They ground the body and 
put out excess energy (OR energize the body more, depending on which 
type you do). Heavy work targets the sense called proprioception, which is 
basically self-awareness and knowing where our body is in relation to other 
items. If you’re finding that your child has excess energy, makes exaggerat-
ed movements, struggles remaining within their own space while playing, or 
plays roughly they may benefit from some heavy work to help them become 
more regulated and aware of their body!  

Below is a list of Heavy Work Activities to help your child calm down and 
focus:  

- Animal walks (bear crawl, crab walks, duck walks, etc.). Tell them to 
be slowwwww bears or slow ducks. Keeping it rhythmic and slow-paced will 
help their bodies settle. Being silly and going through the activity quickly, on 

the other hand, will likely rile them up…  
- Wheelbarrow walking  

- Build a low fort, then army crawl under it  
- Load a laundry basket with toys or books, push it across the floor, unload 

it. Then repeat!  
- Carry a stack of books from one room to another (holding them against the 

chest)  
- Hand pushing game (adult and child place hands together and push back 

and forth)  
- Doing push-ups against a wall  

- Pushing an exercise ball against a wall or against an adult who is pushing 
back  

- Squish, knead, and shape play-doh 
Katie Byrwa PT,DPT, Amy Rybak PTA 

Laura Pozzuto OTR/L, Amy Woodley OTR/L, Tara Hanlon CO-
TA/L, Breanna Eyermann, COTA/L 

Martin Road Gazette—January 2022       Page 4 

Notes from Speech Language Department 

Strategy of the Month: 

Expanding Language 
When we expand language, we 

add details: 

 

Who 

What  

When 

Where  

Why 

 

Try this at home!  

Start with a simple sentence and 
add details to answer the “Wh-” 

questions above!  How many 
questions did you answer with 

your sentence?  

 

 

Notes from the 
School Counselor 

 
I hope everyone had an 
enjoyable break spending 

quality time at home with their families. 
January is a wonderful time of year to 
reflect on the growth that we made and 
what skills we would like 
to accomplish in the New Year. During 
January, I like to chat with the students 
during Character Education with the use 
of self-management and self-
awareness lessons to help students 
identify how to maintain a growth 
mindset while learning how to put their 
best efforts into their academic and 
social-emotional goals.   

One of the best ways you can 
help model a growth mindset is to speak 
honestly about the mistakes you have 
made and what you have learned from 
them. Speaking about your mistakes 
and struggles shows your child that 
taking risks and making mistakes is a 
natural part of the learning 
process. When your child says they 
cannot do something; unleash the 
power of “YET.” Adding the word YET to 
the end of a sentence can turn that 
negative thought into a possibility! 
Example: “I cannot tie my shoes,” 
versus “I cannot tie my shoes YET!” 

NEWS from the English as New Language (ENL) 

Department 

If families need to call and speak to an Arabic translator, they can 
call Ms. Nadin Noman directly, at 716-821-5610 Ext. 2061. She is 

available between the hours of 7am and 2:30pm. Her email address 
is nnoman@lackawannaschools.org. If anyone needs a language 
other than Arabic, they can call the school and we can accommo-

date that, as well.  

Alina Taylor (Grade 2), Amanda Meegan (Grade 3), Lydia Pulka 
(Grade 4), Dawla Mohsin (Grade 5), and Maleka Nashir (All Grades) 

January Words of 
the Month:  

Snow 
Snowman 

Cold 
Scarf 

Mittens 
Small 

Medium 
Large 

 

Word Practice : 
Go outside and build a 

snowman!  Use your 

words for this month to 

talk about your snowman! 



Social Worker’s Corner—Connecting Parent, Child, and School 
Instilling Manners in Children 

The holidays are a wonderful time to teach your child about good manners. Teaching good man-
ners is a way to help children connect with other people — especially people they may have just 
met. It may take some time to instill good manners in children, but with perseverance, it can be 

done.  

Why do children need to learn good manners? Children need to learn good manners from 
an early age so they’ll repeat them throughout their lives and be able to get along with others — 

friends, parents, extended family, even strangers! Having good manners will make your child 
stand out in a crowd because, unfortunately, having good manners is not always a given. When 
children demonstrate good manners, they are also demonstrating respect for the people around 
them. While a five-year-old may not need to make a good impression, having good manners will 
get positive attention from people, helping to reinforce the manners the manners they are learn-
ing. As they get older, when they do need to make good impressions on other people, their good 
manners will shine through and people will remember them for their politeness. Whether it is at 
school, in the community, or meeting a friend’s parents, demonstrating good manners will make 
the right kind of lasting impression! What manners should children learn? There are many 
manners that can be taught right from the time that children learn to speak. Most of them are 

verbal such as: please, thank you, excuse me, no thank you, yes sir/ma’am, no sir/ma’am. While 
many of these sayings might seem to be old fashioned, they demonstrate good behavior. One of 
the best ways for children to learn good manners are for their parents to demonstrate them in 

front of the child. W henever you receive a meal at a restaurant or someone holds a door open for 
you are both great opportunities to say thank you! Saying excuse me when you sneeze or need to 
get someone’s attention is another example of how to teach appropriate manners to your child.  

How You Can Help at Home: 

• Demonstrate the manners that you want your child to use  

• Reinforce the use of good manners with positive praise 

• Teach children how to engage in appropriate public behavior 
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