
 Principal’s Corner       
Well, the busy holiday season is upon us. During the busy holiday season, be sure to continue to stress the importance of 
school and arriving on time to your child. They take their cues from you. These are lifelong habits that you are instilling 

in your child. We start instruction every day at 8:35. When your child is late he/she walks into class and is trying to unpack their 
belongings and catch up. It can create a stressful situation for your child. I’ve listed a couple of simple strategies you can use to 
ensure your child is in school every day, on time: 

• Have your child use an alarm clock 

• Have your child pack their book bag the night before 

• Have clothes picked out the night before 

• These strategies can help your mornings run smoother 

Don’t become too busy this month to spend quality time with your child, baking cookies, reading books or writing a story together. 
It is amazing the ideas children come up with. Children are our greatest treasure!! Enjoy your treasures. 

                 Enjoy the holiday season with your family!      

Sneak Peek Ahead … 
December 2 — Early Release 11:15AM Dismissal 
    Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences 
December 6 — Buffalo Bills Spirit Day 
December 7 — Picture Day Retakes 
December 8 — Early Release 11:15AM Dismissal 
    Afternoon Parent-Teacher Conferences 
December 10 — Buffalo Sabres Spirit Day 
December 17 — Steelers Spirit Day 
December 20 — Ugly Sweater Day 
December 23 — Dress Like a Candy Cane 
December 24-31 — Winter Break—No School 

 

                                                    Our next PTA meeting                         

                                              will be December 2nd   

                                              at 6:30 P.M. in the    

                                              Martin Road Library. 

Stay tuned for upcoming PTA events and fundraisers! 
Please feel free to contact your building’s PTA repre-
sentatives with any questions!  
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Greetings from the Library Media Center!  
We are doing Centers/Stations in 
the Library after learning about 
ABC Order last month. We learned 
that our fiction books are ordered 
by the Author's Last Name. Second 
and Third grades are focusing on Early Readers 
and Picture Books while 4th and 5th are discov-
ering some new authors and books. We practiced 
what we learned with some important authors 
(Dr. Seuss, Leo Lionni, Eric Carle, Kate DiCamil-
lo, Jerry Spinelli, etc..) before breaking into 
small groups to show what we know.  

Students are working well at their centers, col-
laborating and sharing, and learning how to ro-
tate (after cleaning up their space for the next 
group). Right now, we have a Puzzle Center, an 
Independent Reading/Buddy Reading Center and 
an ABC Order Center. Each center has learning 
activities to complement all different learning 
styles and partner work is encouraged. 

In the Independent Reading/Buddy Center, stu-
dents review books to recommend to other stu-
dents by creating bookmarks that are being post-
ed around the media center. A great way to in-
spire those who don't know what to read next.  

Looking forward to a Week of Code in  

December! 



 Third Grade Troopers 
Greetings to our third-grade families! 

December is quite a busy month for all. In ELA we are reading fiction 
and non-fiction books. Ask your child what she/he likes best and why? 
A favorite book always makes a great holiday gift. We have been 
working on asking and answering questions while we read. For exam-
ple, Does the main character have a problem? What is it? Did the char-
acter solve the problem? Do you agree with the solution? Why or why 
not? As always continue to read with your child nightly. Research tells 
us that children who are read to have a higher rate of success in school. 

In Math we are continuing with multiplication. We have worked on 
strategies, now it is time to memorize the facts 0-10. The best way to 
do this is to study flashcards with your child nightly. Studying multipli-
cation facts for just 10 minutes daily will increase your child’s stamina 
and help to memorize the facts! We will also be studying the Properties 
of Multiplication. The Distributive Property will be challenging but 
with some effort and hard work our Martin Road third graders can do 
it! 

REMINDERS: Check your child’s backpack, purple folder, and agenda 
daily. Also, please send in a note every time your child is absent. 

On behalf of the third grade team, we wish you Happy Holidays! 

 

Fantastic Fourth Grade 
 

Happy December Fourth Grade Families!! 

We will be finishing up our discussion of the Native 
Americans. Many classes have done longhouse pro-
jects and they all look great! Students will be learning 
about the European explorers that helped form our 
state of New York. Many classes will also be having a 
discussion of Holidays around the world. Be sure to 
ask your student what country they learned about in 
school today. 

In math, we will be finishing multiplication and mov-
ing into long division. There will be a focus as always 
on word problems and helping students to pick out the 
most important information, as well as using the clue 
words to help them decide what math operations they 
should be performing. It is still super important that 
students are taking time at home to practice their mul-
tiplication facts. 

In our reading class, we will be talking about point of 
view, cause and effect, and authors’ point of view. 

In science we will start our discussion of Energy and 
how energy shapes the world we live in. 

All of your fourth grade friends wish everyone a safe 
and happy December and a wonderful holiday season!!!! 

Second Grade Superstars 
December is a fun packed month! We are focused on read-

ing with fluency and concentrating on reading comprehen-

sion. Please make sure that each child is reading at home 

every night for at least 30 minutes. One tip to reading when 

a student struggles, is to read the same book every night for 

a week until the student can read the book fluently. This 

allows the student to see the same words in context to apply 

to other books. You can ask questions like - Who are the 

characters in the story? Where and when did the setting 

take place? Is there a problem in the story? If so, what is the 

solution? What was the main idea of the book? Can you 

make a prediction what will happen next in the story? These 

questions are great for comprehension! In math we are on 

chapter 3 and will be moving into chapter 4 learning how to 

add 2- and 3-digit numbers! Fluency and math are important 

and can be practiced anywhere including on a car ride to the 

store! We are wishing you a warm and holiday season!  

Fabulous Fifth Grade 
 

In ELA, students will begin Unit 2 in Wonders.  Students will read persua-
sive articles titled Are electronic devices good for us? and The Future of 
Transportation.  We will be working on how to determine an author's 
point of view. They will discuss the positive and negative effects of new 
technology.  5th graders will write a persuasive or argument piece on a 
chosen topic researching the pros and cons of an issue of question.  Be 
sure to ask your child the definition of the word cite.  It is one of the key 
words from this unit.  Cite means to mention as proof or support.  In Social 
Studies, students will use informational text and access PowerPoint 
presentations to label and learn about The Regions of the United 
States. Fifth graders will create a state diamond "poem" and learn about 
the history, geography, and famous landmarks of our great nation.  Stu-
dents will begin Chapter 2 on dividing whole numbers in Math class.  We 
will work to up to divide a 4-digit dividend by a 2-digit divisor.  As we ex-
plore dividing whole numbers, students will learn how to interpret the 
remainder.  Students will learn that they can write the remainder as a 
fraction, use only the quotient, add 1 to the quotient, or use only the re-
mainder as the answer.  Lastly, in Science, students will explore Earth's 
Place in Space.  We will use PowerPoint presentations to explain the 
difference between revolution and rotation and identify constellations in 
the Earth's sky.  As a reminder, parent/teacher conferences will be taking 
place on December 2nd and December 8th.  You will receive your child's 
report card at these conferences. 
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From the Nurse’s Office  
 

As you know the weather is changing 
and the mornings are cold!! Please be 
sure to send your children with warm 
clothing, jackets/coats and possibly gloves and hats. 
As the cold is upon us, so is Flu season. Encourage 
your child to wash hands often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds… the time it takes to sing 
Happy Birthday twice. Cough or sneeze into a tissue, 
not your hands. Toss used tissues. Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.  

Stay Warm!! Don’t’ forget you can still play outside 
in the cold, just dress warmly. 

 
Quick Reminders: 

 If your child is not feeling 100%, please keep them 
home! 

 If you have changed your phone number, please con-
tact the school to share updated contact information! 
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Music Notes 
Music is a huge part of our 
cultural make-up as hu-
mans. We are moving back 
and forth in relation to his-
tory past and present as we 

learn about traditional ideas that 
helped to build dance, culture, and song 
from Native Americans. We are con-
necting social studies, history, and dis-
covering how our natural world relates 
to and can influence how we express 
ourselves through music. Up and com-
ing activities involve more movement, 
song, and rhythms.  

NEWS FROM THE ART  ROOM  
 

Did you know there are 7 elements of art that we 

learn about in Martin Road? The 7 elements defined 

by the Art of Education are: line, shape, color, value, 

texture, space, and form. Every grade level explores 

these different concepts when looking at art as well 

as when making their own art.  

At Martin Road we think of these elements as building blocks for 

analyzing or creating a work of art. We use lines and shapes to 

break down complex objects into something the brain can under-

stand and recreate.  

Reinforce this concept by asking your child to describe the differ-

ence between a geometric and organic shape. Look at art hanging 

up in your home, or signs and posters you see around and have 

your artist point out the different kinds of lines and shapes they 

see. 

In December we will continue to explore several elements of art 

including the use of line and shape to create spatial relationships 

while creating landscapes and interior spaces.  

 Stay creative, Martin Road!  

NEWS from the Physical Education Department 

We hope everyone is being healthy and active as the colder 
days arrive! Going for a walk with a family member is a great 
way to get some fresh air and exercise. So, bundle up and 
enjoy walking and talking about the day or just enjoy being 
outdoors. Classes are going to move on to cooperative games 
for the month of December. Students will work on communi-
cation, trying your best, challenging personal skills and learn 
to value simply being active. Ms. Steckstor’s Top Pacer Scores 
are listed below. Great job to all students for improving their 
personal scores and trying their best!!!  

OVERALL CHAMP – BOYS – Hussein Mohsen -228 
OVERALL CHAMP – GIRLS – Sehab Musa - 153 
 

BOYS                                                                GIRLS 

5th Grade 

174 Izeaja Monett                                     153 Sehab Musa 

170 Yakoob Abdulla                                  129 Rahaf Saleh 

149 Gabriel Garcia                                    108 Anyes Etando 

4th Grade 

228 Hussein Mohsen                                106 Mariama Sow 

221 Brennan Keane                                  103 Severiana Alvira 

191 Mohammed Saleh                             81 Reem Rashaad 

3rd Grade 

155 Christian Ludlow                                130 Cylah Smith 

130 Jihad Jackson                                      128 Ella Uhrinek 

122 Bradley Barrett                                  122 Claire Barker 

2nd Grade 

151 Shaquille Brooks                                 124 Mya Saleh 

117 Hunter Hughes                                    117 Sophia Novia 

115 Yaseen Afif                                           116 Brielle Enis 



Occupational and Physical Therapy  
 
It’s snow time and that provides us with some ex-
cellent sources of gross motor fun! Time to bun-
dle up and build a snowman, make snow angels, 
and shovel the sidewalk. There is lots of fun to be 
had indoors, too! Imagine that your house is the 
North Pole and you are a reindeer going through 
training... Reindeer Trot: Jog in place for one mi-
nute. Rooftop Balance: Move on hands and 
‘hooves’ across the room pretending it is the 
rooftop of a house. Tree Weave: Gallop in and 
out of the trees (soup or vegetable cans). Cloud 
Leap: Train to fly over the clouds by leaping over 
a small toy. Sled Pull: Pull the laundry basket to 
the washer or dryer, remember if you pull too fast 
or too hard, the sled may tip over. Chimney Toss: 
Stand around the “chimney” (large bowl) and 
throw small balls (or crunch some paper together 
for a paper ball) under hand into it. Have a won-
derful December and an enjoyable winter recess! 
 
Katie Dill PT,DPT, Katie Byrwa PT,DPT, Amy Rybak PTA 

Laura Pozzuto OTR/L, Amy Woodley OTR/L, Tara 
Hanlon COTA/L, Claire Malicki COTA/L 
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Notes from Speech Language Department 

Strategy of the Month: 

Whole Body Listening 
When we are whole  

body listening, we have: 

 

• Hearing Ears 

• Looking Eyes  

• Quiet Mouths  

• Caring Hearts  

• Still Hands  

• Quiet Feet  

 

Try this at home! Set the stage 
for good listening by “quieting” 

your body and mind before a 
task or even before sitting down 

to chat at the dinner table.  

 

 

Notes from the School Counselor 
 

I learned a lot from our students 
this past month talking to them 
on how to identify a 
problem and what strategies 

could help guide them in resolving their 
problems. We spent a lot of time reviewing 
and practicing different situations 
and learned that many of the problems 
we face are small. We discussed ways to 
not allow our emotions to grow, causing 
our reactions to be bigger than the problem 
we are challenged with.  We learned that it 
is important to try to remain calm so the 
problems we face can be conquered in a 
safe and timely manner.   

Oftentimes, it is what we say and 
how we say things that leads us into a 
conflict. In December, we will learn the 
purpose of a “social filter” and discuss ways 
to apply it when interacting with 
others. Students will practice using a social 
filter when given various situations 
and applying the strategy to T.H.I.N.K. 
T.H.I.N.K is a self-reflecting strategy for the 
child to use prior to responding to a 
situation.   They will practice 
asking themselves: Is it True, is it 
Helpful, is it Inspiring, is it Necessary, is it 
Kind?   Reflecting on these questions will 
help your child determine if a “social filter” 
should be applied and determine if their 
thoughts they are about to share should be 
left to themselves or spoken aloud.   It is 
helpful to remind our children of these skills 
which can be applied in any setting.  These 
strategies will help your child gain social 
awareness by gaining age appropriate 
interpersonal and problem-solving skills.   

 

NEWS from the English as New Language (ENL) 

Department 

Please continue practicing to read with your child daily at 
home. This year all ENL students received progress reports. 
They will be coming home soon with your child. Be sure to 
check in their bookbags! If you have questions, please con-
tact the school.  

Alina Taylor (Grade 2), Amanda Meegan (Grade 3), Lydia 
Pulka (Grade 4), Dawla Mohsin (Grade 5), and Maleka Nashir 

(All Grades) 

December Words of 
the Week:  

 
Chill  

Chimney  
Gust  
Icy  

Snow  
Windy  

 

Word Practice : 
Take a look outside, how 
would you describe the 

weather? Use your words 
for this month to talk 

about how it feels and 
looks outside!  



Social Worker’s Corner—Connecting Parent, Child, and School 
Increasing a Child’s Likeliness to Respect Differences 

The holidays are a wonderful time to teach your child about the differences reflected all around 
them. There is an increasing amount of diversity within school systems these days. Throughout 

young lives, children will be exposed to many different types of people and cultures—even here at 
Martin Road! Their reactions to these different individuals will be primarily based on how you be-
have in similar situations; at a young age, many children do not consider skin color to be a differ-
ence between people. However, parental influence is stronger than you think. By controlling your 
own reactions when interacting with other cultures, you can teach your child the necessary steps 

toward respecting and honoring differences among others.  

Be receptive to discussion by opening a line of communication and talking about how 
to respect others in a healthy way. This encourages your child to respect and honor differ-

ences and allows them to ask questions and learn more about other cultures and ways of life. Re-
flect on how you behave around people who are different—you would be surprised at how chil-

dren pick up on your social cues. Be conscious of modeling the behaviors and attitudes you would 
like to see in your children. Acknowledging people’s differences in a simple and clear way 

is also important. If a child asks you about someone’s skin color or why they are in a wheel-
chair or dress a certain way, be as honest and simple as possible. When a child asks a question 

about someone, they are expecting an immediate and understandable answer. Refrain from chas-
tising them for asking questions or pointing out differences when they are exhibiting normal curi-

osity. Teaching them what sets people apart is important but reminding them that everyone is 
human and deserves to be respected is even more important.  

How You Can Help at Home: 

• Ultimately, the way you react around different people will affect how your child does 
the same 

• Encourage your child to tell teachers about bullying circumstances involving children 
who are different, whether that be race, language, or ability 

• Remind your child that while people may be physically different, everyone is human 
and we can always find things we have in common with others  
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