


MARCUS GARVEY

The Pan-African flag was 
created in 1920 with the 
support of Marcus Garvey, 
founder of the UNIA 
(Universal Negro 
Improvement Association), in 
response to a racially 
derogatory song and the 
realization that "every race 
has a flag but the Black race”.

Thanks to Marcus 
Garvey for creating 
a flag for the Black 
race, prior to the 
Pan- African flag, it 
was the Ethiopian 
flag was used.

Red: The blood that unites all people of Black African ancestry, and shed for liberation
Black: Black people whose existence as a nation, though not a nation-state, is affirmed by the flag
Green: The abundant natural wealth of Africa



An American chef, hunter and guide who 
was noted for his culinary skills at Moon’s 
Lake House in New York City.
Local legend says that in the summer of 
1853, his invention of the potato chip was 
the result of a returned dinner. After an 
unhappy customer returned their potatoes 
to the chef saying they were too thick, Speck 
then sliced a potato thin, deep-fried them 
and returned them to the customer.
These ‘crips’ soon became an instant hit and 
quickly became one of the world’s biggest 
snacks.

George Speck (aka. George Crum)
Invented the first Potato Chip



Madam C. J. Walker 

The first Black woman 
millionaire in America and 
made her fortune thanks 
to her homemade line of 
hair care products for 
Black women. Born Sarah 
Breedlove to parents who 
had been enslaved, she 
was inspired to create her 
hair products after an 
experience with hair loss, 
which led to the creation 
of the “Walker system” of 
hair care.

Walker currently holds the Guinness 
World Record as the first-ever self-
made millionairess. According to 
Guinness, her assets were worth over 
$1 million, which is equal to 
$17.2 million today.



Amanda Gorman

American poet and activist that is 
known for her works that address 
Black Identity, feminism, 
marginalization, and climate 
change. She gained her international 
fame when she read her poem "The 
hill We Climb" at the 2021 
inauguration of President Joe Biden.

- Amanda is the youngest Inaugural poet in U.S. History.
- In 2017, she was named the nation's first ever National Youth Poet Laureate
- She has a twin and they are both actvisits



Mae Jemison

US astronaut, doctor and 
engineer Mae Jemison 
became the first Black 
woman to go into space 
in 1992. She was one of 
seven crew aboard the 
Space Shuttle 
Endeavour, on a mission 
named STS-47.

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/shuttlemissions/archives/sts-47.html


George Washington Carver

As the “Father of the Peanut 
Industry,” George Washington 
Carver developed more than 
300 uses for peanuts, including 
chili sauce, shampoo, shaving 
cream and glue, to help save 
agriculture in the South. His 
humanitarian efforts were well 
documented and his 
innovations were so popular 
that even Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Henry Ford and Thomas Edison 
were among his many fans.



Barack Obama
Barack Obama was the 44th 
president of the United States, 
elected in November 2008 and 
holding office for two terms. He is 
the author of two previous New 
York Times bestselling 
books, Dreams from My 
Father and The Audacity of Hope, 
and the recipient of the 2009 Nobel 
Peace Prize. He lives in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, Michelle. They 
have two daughters, Malia and 
Sasha.



Henry T. Sampson

Although many people are not aware of it, 
Henry T. Sampson is an African American 
inventor, best known for creating the world’s 
very first cell phone. Information about him 
on Wikipedia states: “On July 6, 1971, he 
was awarded a patent, with George H. Miley, 
for a gamma-electrical cell, a device that 
produces a high voltage from radiation 
sources, primarily gamma radiation, with 
proposed goals of generating auxiliary 
power from the shielding of a nuclear 
reactor.”
On April 3, 1973, using the patented 
technology they created, Motorola engineer 
Marty Cooper placed the first public call 
from a cell phone, a real handheld portable 
cell phone.



Garrett Morgan

It’s safe to say that Garrett 
Morgan’s most prominent original 
designs have saved thousands of 
lives since their invention. Take his 
traffic signal, which he patented in 
1922. It was the first to offer a third 
“caution” signal, which we now 
know as the yellow light. And in 
1912, Morgan received a patent for 
his “Breathing Device,” which was 
one of the earliest versions of a gas 
mask.

https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/design/a22802/garrett-morgan-inventor/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/design/a22802/garrett-morgan-inventor/


Alexander Miles
contributed to saving lives was Alexander 
Miles’s elevator design. Before him, elevators 
were operated manually; people had to 
physically open and close the doors of both the 
elevator and the shaft every time. Miles 
realized the constant hazard this posed when 
riding on an elevator with the shaft door open 
with his daughter. In 1887, he obtained the 
patent for his invention, including a flexible 
belt attached to the elevator cage, allowing the 
doors to function automatically. He was 
inducted into the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame in 2007.



Marie Van Brittan Brown

Brown filed a patent in 1966 for 
the first-ever home security 
system after wanting to increase 
her own house’s security in her 
Queens, New York, neighborhood. 
Her original design contained a 
camera, a two-way microphone, 
peepholes, and monitors, all 
serving as the foundations for 
today’s modern systems.

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/brown-marie-van-brittan-1922-1999/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/brown-marie-van-brittan-1922-1999/


Shirley Jackson

Jackson, the first African American 
woman to earn a doctorate at MIT, 
is responsible for monumental 
telecommunications research that 
led to the invention of products 
such as the touch-tone phone, 
portable fax, fiber optic cables, 
and caller ID. In 2014, President 
Barack Obama named her the co-
chair of the President’s 
Intelligence Advisory.

https://www.black-inventor.com/dr-shirley-jackson
https://www.black-inventor.com/dr-shirley-jackson


Lisa Gelobter

Gelobter was closely involved with 
the 1995 creation of Shockwave as a 
software engineer, the technology 
that helped to develop web 
animation. (Think all those GIFs we 
know and love.) She also helped 
launch Hulu and served on the 
senior management team.

https://edtrust.org/team/lisa-gelobter/
https://edtrust.org/team/lisa-gelobter/


Ruby Nell Bridges Hall

an American Hero. She was 
the first African American child 
to desegregate William Frantz 
Elementary School. At six years 
old, Ruby's bravery helped 
pave the way for Civil Rights 
action in the American South.



THURGOOD MARSHALL

Thurgood Marshall was one of America's 
foremost attorneys. As chief of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, he led the legal fight against 
segregation, argued the historic 1954 
case Brown v. Board of Education, and 
ultimately became the nation's first Black 
Supreme Court Justice.


