
The Garreston School District 49-4 resolves not to discriminate against anyone because of race, sex, creed, color, national origin, or disability.  Persons seeking information 
or having complaints may contact Mr. Chris Long, MS/HS Principal, Garretson Schools, P.O. Box C, Garretson, SD  57030, Phone 594-3451, or contact Regional Director, 
Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, U.S. Dept. of Education, One Petticoat Lane, 1010 Walnut Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City, MO  64106 Telephone: 
(816)268-0550; FAX: (816)268-0599; Email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov.

SCHOOL BOARD
Shannon Nordstrom, Pres. * Kari Flanagan,VP 
Rachel Hanisch   *  Tony Martens   *   Ruth Sarar

ADMINISTRATION
Guy Johnson, Superintendent 594-3451 ext.300
Chris Long, MS/HS Principal 594-3452 ext. 302
Teresa Johnson, Elem. Principal 594-3453 ext. 303

MEETINGS
The Board of Education meets the second Monday 
of every month in the Library.  All regular meetings 
begin at 5:45 p.m.  Agendas are available in the 
Superintendent’s office on the Friday before any 
meeting. The Garretson Gazette publishes the 
minutes of each meeting.       

What’s Happening?

Music Dept. 
Pie Concert

December 18 
7:00 p.m.

Serving starts 
at 6:00

December 2018

FLIER

GARRETSON
BLUE

No School
Dec. 24 - Jan. 2
Winter Break

School Resumes 
Jan. 3

Monday,
December 10 

School Board
Meeting
5:45 p.m.
PTO Mtg 

6:45 p.m.

Youth 
Wrestling 

Parent Meeting 
and Youth 
Practice 

Tues, Dec. 4
5:45 p.m.

School 
Commons
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Garretson School District Meets Financial Accountability Requirements
submitted by Mr. Guy Johnson, Supt.

 In 2016, the State of SD passed a number of bills related to school funding and finance. One of 
those laws lays out the expectations that the legislature holds for school districts regarding teacher pay 
and the General Fund cash balance. SDCL 13-13-73.6 identifies the specific rules for accountability. 
In the Garretson School District, we are acutely aware of two of those requirements laid out in the law. 
First, that our average teacher compensation continues to rise, and second, that our lowest monthly 
balance in the General fund may not exceed 30% of expenditures for that fund.
 In November, officials from the Department of Education notified the school district that we have 
successfully submitted and verified all necessary financial reporting requirements to the State. The 
lowest monthly cash balance in the General Fund was reported at 12.04%, which meets the requirements 
for accountability, and will ensure that the District is able to meet its financial obligations for payroll and 
other responsibilities. Likewise, our teacher compensation continues to grow at a rate that meets the 
requirements of the law. The administration and the board take very seriously our responsibility to meet 
the requirements of the law, as well as to use the money allocated to our school through state and local 
taxation responsibly.

Jodi Gloe Recognized for PRIDE Award
 People are sometimes surprised by the amount of organization and 
planning that it takes to make our events successful. Homecoming, football 
games, basketball games, and dances all require a huge amount of work behind 
the scenes to ensure that everyone involved has a good time and does not 
need to worry about small details. One of those people that plays an extremely 
instrumental role in making our events successful is Jodi Gloe. Mrs. Gloe takes 
on an active role with the Garretson High School Student Council which plans a 
majority of the activities for homecoming week. From Monday through Friday, Ms. 
Gloe was actively engaged in the week making sure everything went smoothly. 
But it's not only homecoming week that Mrs. Gloe showcases her ability to plan, 
brainstorm and multitask. She's a junior class advisor and ensures that the class 
has the funds to make sure the Junior-Senior prom has the funds needed and works hard to make 
sure the concession stands are stocked and ready for our events. She was instrumental in planning 
the latest high school dance. Mrs. Gloe is quick to help whenever needed and is always thinking about 
activities that benefit our students and staff during the school year. Her active personality and attention 
to detail are very much appreciated and often go unrecognized. For this reason, we'd like to recognize 
Mrs. Gloe for the November PRIDE Award.

Kindergarten Comments
submitted by Mrs. Alyxa Hoefert-Veldhuizen & Mrs. Jacki Liester

We have learned SO much already. First quarter we learned about colors, writing our names, and 
how to be a kindergartener. 
In our language arts time we have been practicing our letters and their sounds. We are learning how 
to read and becoming writers.
Numbers 1 - 20 have been our focus, we can read and write these numbers and tell more than, less 
than, and equal. 
The winter season is upon us! We will be learning about the changes this brings for us, the animals, 
and the world around us. 
EVERY DAY we choose KIND! 
Really excited about the Holidays! December brings an extra excitement to the classroom. 
Ho Ho Hope you and your family have a Happy Holidays



Failing to Let Kids Struggle is Failing!
submitted by Ms. Teresa Johnson, Elem. Principal

Childhood and parenting have radically changed in the past few decades – to the point where children 
are having more and more difficulty managing their behaviors. From her book, The Good News About 
Bad Behavior, Katherine Reynolds Lewis gives reasons why this misbehavior is so prevalent and what 
we can do to help our kids.

Take a minute to consider if any of the following “misbehaviors” are contributing to your child or family’s 
stress:
• Not taking any ownership for household chores
• Fixation on what’s fair and unfair
• Conflict resolution
• Time management
• Risk taking
• Organization
• Intrinsic motivation
• Self-discipline

A few things to think about when dealing with or trying alleviate these stressors:

• Kids are robbed of gratitude and enjoyment when not offered opportunities to contribute or routine 
responsibilities. When chores are seen as social compact and not just as directives from an adult, 
chores are satisfying and rewarding.

• Power = Control. If kids are given the power to choose, they feel they have control. Offer the power 
of choice whenever possible.

• Children need to be given opportunities to play unsupervised or lightly supervised. In doing so, they 
learn how to resolve disputes, manage time, and take responsible risks.

• Encouraging children to be responsible risk takers is how we help them develop tolerance against 
anxiety. This comes with falls and tumbles, scrapes and maybe even broken arms, but learning 
comes with taking risks.

• Adults need to constantly widen the circle of things that their kids can be in charge of and shrink their 
own responsibility. If adults do everything for their kids (which is sometimes easiest) kids don’t learn 
how or have a desire to do things for themselves.

• Rewards are short term incentives and eventually stop working for the desired behaviors we want 
to see. Motivation strategies should be built on mutual respect and mutual desire.

• Misbehavior doesn’t need an immediate consequence. Children as young as 6-7 years old know 
the rules of society and politeness and a lecture in the moment of misbehavior is ineffective. 
Consequences should be revealed in advance, respectful, related to the decision the child made 
and reasonable – sometimes adults need space and time and need to remove themselves from the 
situation in order to come up with an effective consequence.

“If we respond to our kids’ misbehavior instead of reacting, we’ll get the results we want,” says Lewis. 
“We can let our kids struggle a little bit. We can let them fail. In fact, that is the process of childhood 
when children misbehave. It’s not a sign of failure as parents. It’s normal.”



Thoughts from Third Grade
submitted by Mrs. Angela Bly & Miss Amber Williamson

How can it already be December? The weeks are flying by and so much is being learned!
In math, the third grade students have begun learning about the relationship between addition and 
multiplication and have constructed an array city as a fun way to see groups. We will continue to 
reinforce the basic facts through center activities.
In science, we are turning our focus from magnets and electricity to life-science and ecosystems.
Pilgrims and Thanksgiving, along with what we are thankful for, have been the focus in social studies 
as the holiday is upon us!
We continue to practice fluency along with comprehension in reading and have been working to improve 
those skill in both large and small groups. Most recently, we read the chapter book, “The One and Only 
Ivan,” as a read-aloud. The students really enjoyed this adventure about a gorilla and his friends.

Happy Holidays from Third Grade!

Middle School Math  
submitted by Mrs. Julie Gnadt

 The 6th graders have completed two topics in enVisionmath2.0.  Topic 1 made us more fluent in 
long division and multiplication, adding and subtraction decimals, multiplying and dividing fractions, 
and solving multistep problems with rational numbers. In topic 2 we learned about integers, rational 
numbers, absolute value and how we use these numbers on a coordinate plane to locate points with 
rational coordinates. We have begun topic 3 which deals with numeric and algebraic expressions. Yes, 
we are doing Algebra and it’s fun! Looking forward to seeing these 6th graders learn and grow in the 
world of math!  
 7th grade math had us reviewing our properties and operations in multistep story problems. We 
have been dividing negative numbers by positive rational numbers, dividing integers with different signs, 
and writing equivalent quotients of integers. In topic 2 we learned about unit rates, comparing unit 
rates, and applying them to solve story problems. We can also use the constant of proportionality in an 
equation to represent a proportional relationship and then graph this information. We are using what 
we’ve learned about unit rates and are applying it to our PBL (Project Based Learning). Looking forward 
to seeing the 7th graders end product! 
 In topic 1 of 8th grade math we have worked hard to understand rational numbers, irrational 
numbers, square roots, perfect squares and cubed roots! We have learned how to write very small 
and very large quantities in Scientific Notation. We then incorporated how to add, subtract, multiply 
and divide these numbers in story problems. Topic 2 had us solving multistep equations using the 
distributive property, solving equations with no solution, one solution, and infinitely many solutions. At 
this time we are comparing proportional relationships represented by tables and graphs and learning 
about linear equations. Eighth grade math can be challenging, but we are working hard to get ready for 
high school. Hope everyone continues to have a great school year! 



Dear Blue Dragon Fans,                submitted by Mr. Matt Schrank

The Garretson School District is proud to announce that we have partnered with the NFHS Network and 
plan to broadcast our BlueDragon athletic events LIVE. That means that if you or family members can’t 
make it to the game, the live action can be watched from anywhere on your phone, tablet, computer or 
smart TV.

If you are an Alliance Cable Customer, you do NOT need to subscribe. Our events are available on the 
local Alliance Channel 230. Let your family and friends interested in our events know about this option.

As part of the partnership with the NFHS Network, they will return a part of each subscription sold back 
to Garretson Schools! Joining the NFHS NETWORK is easy, just follow these simple steps!

1. Go to NFHSnetwork.
com

2. Enter Garretson in 
search box

3. Click “Follow” so you 
can stay up to date on all 
upcoming (MASCOT) 
broadcasted events

4. Click “Subscribe” for 
all subscription options 
for our school

Thank you for you 
continued support of 
Blue Dragon athletics. 
We look forward to 
bringing you top notch 
broadcasts of our 
athletic events!

If you are an Alliance 
Cable Customer, 
you do NOT need to 
subscribe. Our events 
are available on the 
local Alliance Channel 
230. Let your family 
and friends interested 
in our events know 
about this option.



School Closing due to 
Inclement Weather

Listen to radio stations KELO, 
KTWB, KKLS, KXRB, KIKN, 
KSOO, or TV stations KELO, 
KSFY or  KDLT for  school 
announcements concerning late 
starts, early dismissals or no school due to 
weather.  A school message will also be sent 
out via phone call, text and email.  Please don’t 
call the school as the phone lines need to be 
kept open to make these calls.  We will try to 
make these before 7:00 a.m. if possible.  The 
safety of our students, staff and bus drivers is 
our number one concern.

ADHD Signs & Symptoms
submitted by Miss Sherri Schoenfish, Elem. SPED

The main symptoms of ADHD are inattention, impulsivity and hyperactivity. They can look different in 
different kids, however. And some symptoms may change or even disappear as kids get older. The 
stereotype of kids with ADHD is that they’re always in motion, they’re impulsive and hyperactive, and 
they often have behavior problems at home and at school.

Preschool–Grade 2
• Ignores directions or doesn’t follow them
• Grabs things without permission
• Gets easily and extremely frustrated
• Needs to be frequently reminded to stop and listen
• Has trouble getting started on tasks
• Gets up, fidgets or talks when expected to be quiet
Grades 3–7 
• Seems daydreamy and distracted, and easily loses focus
• Frequently loses or forgets things
• Is often restless
• Tends to forget to bring home assignments or turn them in
• Doesn’t consider consequences before doing things
• Doesn’t finish tasks in a reasonable amount of time
Teens
• Has trouble getting organized and prioritizing things
• Often acts impulsively
• Frequently fidgets and talks too much
• Has trouble meeting deadlines and finishing tasks
• Often needs to re-read things or have directions repeated 
• Often rushes through assignments, making errors

While many kids with ADHD rush through assignments, others actually work more slowly than other 
kids. Slow processing speed is common in kids with ADHD. It can make it harder to complete tasks 
or explain things as quickly as their peers. Also, kids with ADHD can be more likely to have learning 
differences, as you’ll read about below.                                                                    Taken from Understood.org

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/distractibility-inattention/understanding-your-childs-trouble-with-focus
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/hyperactivity-impulsivity/understanding-your-childs-trouble-with-impulsivity
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/hyperactivity-impulsivity/understanding-your-childs-trouble-with-hyperactivity
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/distractibility-inattention/the-teacher-says-my-daughter-daydreams-a-lot-is-my-child-just-bored
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/why-kids-with-adhd-and-executive-functioning-issues-may-rush-through-homework


High School Science
submitted by Mrs. Bev Howe

Chemistry
All matter is made up of atoms. Our ideas about what an atom is are surprisingly recent: as little as one 
hundred years ago, scientists were still debating what exactly an atom looked like. The Chemistry class 
is studying the atomic theory and the structure of the atom. They will be performing a variety of labs and 
activities to help them understand the atom and relate its structure with its position on the periodic table.

Trigonometry
A periodic function is an event that occurs repeatedly in a very regular manner. The Trig class is graphing 
periodic functions and relating them to the unit circle.

They have taken real life data and graphed the relationship between variables. One of the most important 
applications of periodic functions is in the study of electromagnetic radiation such as X-rays, visible 
light, radar, radio waves, and microwaves.

Physics
Vectors play an important role in Physics. The velocity and acceleration of a moving object and the 
forces acting on it can all be described with vectors. The Physics class has been solving problems 
using vectors and have performed activities to help reinforce vector addition. Following this they will be 
studying two-dimensional motion and projectiles.

Consumer Math
The Consumer Math class will be learning about credit cards, charge accounts, and the various methods 
credit card companies use to compute finance charges. We will be discussing how a person pays for 
the use of a credit card or charge account. It will also be stressed that some accounts can involve fees 
as well as interest.

Communication Skills practiced in Foundations of Technology 
submitted by Mrs. Kelly Blok

Effective CTE (Career and Technical Education) programs involve input from business and industry. 
I recently attended a few CTE meetings for business educators, and in the process, certain industry 
needs were highlighted. An industry need that was highlighted again 
and again is the ability to communicate clearly – in both writing and 
speaking. In Foundations of Technology, students practiced their 
written communication skills as we wrapped up our Microsoft Word 
unit. Students researched job ads and composed their personal 
application letter based on that ad. High expectations were set 
for correct grammar, punctuation, and professionalism. To follow 
the application letter assignment, students began creating their 
personal resume, using formatting techniques discussed in class. 
It was encouraging to see students taking pride in their work and 
begin to explore their future career hopes and dreams!



Please join us for our annual 

Holiday Meal 
Thursday, December 13th in the school cafeteria. 

   Ham Slice or 
Chicken Nuggets 

Scalloped Potatoes 
Green Bean Casserole 

Dinner Roll 
Holiday Cookie 

(cut and return this portion ) 

Parents and other family members are welcome to come and eat with their 
child.  Adult meals are $3.60. Siblings meal are $2.80.   

Please RSVP by 12/12 
Please reserve #_____ meals for me. My Entrée choice is ________. 

Student name__________________     Grade___________.  



4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball @ Home 
vs Baltic

5:00 C Boys 
Basketball

6:15 JV/V Boys 
Basketball at Home 
vs Baltic

5:00 JH/JV Wrestling 
@ Salem

4:30 JH Girls 
Basketball at West 
Central
6:15 JV/V Boys 
Basketball at Colman-
Egan

Holiday Meal

4:00 JH/V Wrestling 
at Flandreau

1:30 Dismissal: 
Teacher Inservice

CMN Fundraiser 
in Memory of Tina 

Sandbulte

7:00 Volleyball 
Banquet: Great Season 
Lady Dragons! 

4:00 JH/JV Wrestling 
@ Alcester

5:45 School Board 
Meeting

6:45 PTO Meeting 

Basketball at Canton:
* 4:00 JH Girls
* 4:30 JV Boys
* 4:30 JV Girls
* 6:30 V Girls
* 8:00 V Boys 

4:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at Home 
vs Tea Area

9:30 MVPCS Titan 
Wrestling Tourney at 
Plankinton 

Entringer Classic 
Basketball: 

1:30 Varsity Girls 
at Colman vs. 
Castlewood

7:00 Music 
Department Pie 
Christmas Concert
• Serving at 6:00

5:00 JH Girls 
Basketball at Home vs 
Dell Rapids St. Mary’s 

6:15 JV/V Girls 
Basketball at Home vs 
Dell Rapids St. Mary’s  

Bookmobile 
5:00 Wrestling Quad at 
Salem (Parker, MCM, 
Howard)
Basketball at Tea Area
* 4:00 C Boys & 
Girls JV
* 5:15 C Girls & JV 
Boys
* 6:30 Varsity Girls
* 8:00 Varsity Boys

MS Pizza Ranch Outing

 
Youth Wrestling 
Tourney: Weighins 
4:00-5:30, Tourney 
Starts at 6:00

Entringer Classic 
Basketball: 

2:00 Varsity Boys at 
Brookings vs Lake 
Preston 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday SaturdayThursday

23

Christmas Day

  Christmas Eve

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

29

10:00 Floyd Farrand 
Wrestling Tourney at 
Sioux Falls Lincoln 

4:00 JH Boys 
Basketball @ Home 
vs Tri-Valley

5:00 Wrestling Quad 
@ Mt. Vernon (Sioux 
Valley, Parker, MVP) 

Basketball at Home 
vs Tri-Valley:

4:00 C Boys & JV 
Girls 
5:00 JV Boys & C 
Girls
6:30 Varsity Girls
8:00 Varsity Boys

Basketball at Home 
vs Chester:

*12:00 JH 7th Girls 
*12:00 JH 7th Boys 
* 1:00 JH 8th Girls
* 1:00 JH 8th Boys
* 2:00 JV Girls 
* 3:30 JV Boys
* 5:00 Varsity Girls
* 6:30 Varsity Boys

9:00 Boys Basketball 
Jamboree at West 
Central

10:00 Flandreau 
Wrestling Tourney

30 2531 26 27 28

Looking Ahead....
 * Winter Break Dec. 24 thru Jan. 2 - School Resumes Jan. 3
 * Jan. 11 End of 1st Semester
 * NO SCHOOL Jan. 14 - Teacher Inservice
 * NO SCHOOL Feb. 15-18
 

* Make sure to visit our website for News and Schedule Changes! www.garretson.k12.sd.us
* Have Twitter or Facebook? Follow us!   @GHSBLUEDRAGONS on Twitter 

 & Garretson Blue Dragons on Facebook

State FFA In Pierre

C H R I S T M A S    B R E A K    N O    S C H O O L

New Year’s Eve

24

30


