
  

 
Meridian Elementary News 

November 29, 2018 Volume 18, Number 5 

Upcoming 
Events 
 
 Dec 6 & 7 – 

Fundraiser Pick-up  

 Dec 7 – Half day 

of school, 

11:25am dismissal 

 Dec 11 – PTO 

Meeting @ 6pm 

 Dec 14 – Craft 

Day 

 Dec 21 through 

Jan 1 - Winter/ 

Holiday Vacation 

(school resumes 

January 2nd) 

 Jan 8 – PTO 

Meeting @ 6pm 

 Jan 18 – Half day 

of school, 

11:25am dismissal 

 

 

Principal’s News 
 
Dear Parents, 

 

Time sure flies! It has been a great start to the school year, and we thank you 

for your part in that. I’d like to request that you take the time to read the below 

information, as this collection of topics briefly addresses concerns or questions 

that have we received over the first several weeks of the school year.   

 

‘Meridian PS’ App 

Did you know you can download a Meridian Public Schools App onto your phone? 

You can!  We would love it if you download the App titled, ‘Meridian PS.’  With 

this App you can navigate some of the different pieces of information that would 

typically be on our website, but perhaps more importantly you can receive 

‘Notifications’ from the elementary school through the App. Once you select the 

Elementary School from the App, you can go to the ‘Settings’ and select 

‘Elementary School’ in order to turn on the ‘Notifications’ feature. I’ve recently 

learned that only about 330 total people have downloaded the App.  My goal is to 

have the App used on at least one phone in every household in our building.  

Lastly, under ‘Documents’ we will soon have the Student Handbook posted.  This 

document is a good resource and should answer many questions you may have.  

 

Conversations About School 

Admittedly, it can be hard to have quality conversations with our children after a 

long day of school. We often get one word responses from them when we 

attempt to engage them in conversation about their day. Even though we know 

that quality parent-child conversations show our support for our children and 

builds a child’s language and vocabulary, it is still hard to do after a long day. 

Here are just a few conversation prompts that may help take after-school 

conversation to a more meaningful level: “Let’s see what you brought home. 

Show me what you have for homework. Describe a book you enjoyed today. Tell 

me what you learned that you’d like to know more about. How would your 

teacher describe the day? What was the coolest thing that happened today?”   

 

Winter Weather 

Well, we’ve already had one snow day, so it’s no surprise our winter weather is 

here. As we head into the colder months of the year, it is of course very 

important that children be dressed appropriately for the weather. We are not too 

far from the type of weather that will keep us indoors during recess, so I’ll 

remind you of the criteria for determining indoor recess. The guidelines are as 

follows: 

1.) When the actual temperature plus wind chill (“feels like”) is less than zero 

degrees, we will be indoors. 

2.) If the actual temperature is lower than 15 degrees, we will be indoors. 

 

 

 



Donated Items 

If you are interested in donating a variety of boys and girls pants, shirts, or 

shoes, we would be happy to put them to good use! We provide these items to 

students free of charge when their clothes become torn, soiled, or muddied while 

at school. Currently, a few items of need are: 

- boys pants (exercise pants work well) in a variety of sizes 

- boys underwear (all sizes) 

- boys athletic shoes sizes 2-5 

- girls underwear in sizes 9 and 10 

- girls pants (exercise pants work well) in all sizes 

- girls athletic shoes sizes 12 through 5 

-boys and girls snow boots, hats, & gloves (variety of sizes) 

 

Math Assistance Online 

We use a program named Eureka to teach math, which you can find an overview 

at www.greatminds.net, selecting “Math” from the Curriculum tab and then 

selecting the tab titled, ‘Parents.’  There you will find links to homework helpers, 

module tip sheets, FAQs, and more (some features require creating a free parent 

account).  Another tool some parents are finding helpful is YouTube. Parents 

have reported they can search YouTube for the specific math ‘Module’ and 

‘Lesson’ their child is working on and find a brief tutorial of the concept being 

taught in that lesson.  Lastly, a tool you may wish to check out is the website 

www.bedtimemath.org. This is a free resource for parents to use to talk to kids 

about math in a fun and engaging way by using math riddles.  You can also 

download the Bedtime Math App onto your phone.   

 

Volunteering 

If you would like to volunteer at our school, please let us know. We currently 

have several volunteers that come in at the same time each week to lend a 

hand. If you are interested, please see me (Mr. Hook) or contact your child’s 

teacher to see if there are any opportunities in their room. If not, there may be 

opportunities elsewhere in the building that we can connect you with. Some 

volunteers make copies for teachers, and with training some volunteers provide 

some academic support too. I’d like to extend a VERY special THANKS to our 

current volunteers! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joshua Hook, Principal 

Meridian Elementary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

We had an awesome turn out for the Donuts with Dad event 

in October. A great big THANK YOU goes out to all who 

participated in this event, including our volunteers and staff 

who helped to make this so special for the kids! 

Fall Fundraiser 
 

The PTO Fall Fundraiser items will be available for pick up on Thursday, December 

6 from 3-8pm and Friday, December 7 from 7:45am-2pm in the school cafeteria.   

THANK YOU to all who participated in this very important fundraiser. This is one 

of our biggest fundraisers which helps fund special events, school improvements 

and teacher requests. Prizes will be announced at a later date.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PTO Box Tops Contest 
 
Results are in from the recent box tops contest. The entire school was able to bring 

in 9,700 box tops with a profit to the school of $970! Congratulations to Mr. Blades’ 

class, who collected the most! They were awarded with a trophy and an extra 

recess.  The next contest will begin in February so KEEP SAVING!! 

BOX TOPS for Education can be found on a variety of Products such as General 

Mills, Pillsbury, and Ziploc.  You can find a complete list of items by going to 

www.boxtops4education.com.  The earnings from the BOX TOPS will help to fund 

field trips, school improvements and other school activities.  THANKS and GOOD 

LUCK collecting!! 

Shoparoo! 
 

Want to help raise additional money for the school using products you are already 

purchasing? Download a free app called Shoparoo. Here’s how it works: Snap 

pictures of your receipts from any store, big or small, that sell grocery items to 

earn “Roo Points” which will then be sent to your school as a cash donation. 

Whether you’re shopping at a supercenter, dollar store, or local convenience store 

– it doesn’t matter where you shop or what items you buy – Shoparoo will make 

a cash donation for every receipt!  

PTO Board Members – Contact Information 
 

 
   
   
   
   

 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/

