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Academic Tip 
Do you know the difference between an 
observation and an inference? 

To observe is to take note of only what can be 
seen. Scientists must have the ability to look at 
something and stick to only what is there, what is 
seen with the eyes, perhaps how it smells, what 
sound it makes, the senses. 

But to infer is to then make assumptions about 
what observations were gathered and perhaps to 
include other information you happen to know to be 
true about that subject. This is sometimes used 
for brainstorming ideas, coming up with a 
hypothesis, or figuring out the possible why's. 
Scientists must be able to make assumptions while 
working through possible scenarios for conclusions 
and problem solving. But these two skills are very 
different and important to be used separately and 
at different times. When concluding a lab report, 
the writer must be able to bring together various 
aspects of the results and draw conclusions. 
Learning to think logically and critically will lead 
to accurate inferences. 

https://www.davidsongifted.org/Search-
Database/entry/A10672

Social Skills Tip 
Teaching gratitude is one way to inspire positive 
attitudes and increase empathy.  The holiday 
season is a great time to discuss gratitude.   
Perhaps you can place a bulletin board visibly in 
your home on which your family members can 
place note cards or sticky notes with things 
that happen during the day for which they are 
grateful. When someone sees something positive 
and encouraging, they can add it to the board. 
A little note goes a long way!

Book Fair Results 
Thank you for all of your support at the 
book fair.  This year we raised $18,050.11.  
This turned into $8,270.39 being put back 
into our classrooms  
and the library in the  
form of books for  
students to read.  
Hailey Cunningham and  
Scarlett Randolph were  
our Frindle Contest  
Winners.

 (Reminder):  
Parenting Strategies 

Workshop 
On Monday, December 3, 2018, Alesha Presley, 
Licensed Professional Counselor, will give a 
presentation regarding setting limits and other 
parenting strategies to guide appropriate 
behaviors.  This meeting will take place from 
5:15 - 5:45 p.m.  If you would like to attend, 
please RSVP to julie.douglas@hssd.k12.ar.us

Healthy Living Tip 
Eating a balanced breakfast with protein is a 
great way for your child to start their day. 
Protein can help them stay fuller longer. 

Mornings can be hectic. Try one of these for a 
healthy on-the-go breakfast: 
•  egg sandwich on whole-wheat bread 
•  Greek yogurt 
•  peanut butter on whole-grain toast 
•  hardboiled eggs, toast, and an apple. 

https://familydoctor.org/nutrition-tips-for-kids/
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