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 Procedures for Conflict Resolution 

 

It is important for all patrons to follow the established chain of command and try to resolve all conflicts at the earliest 
possible level of management. 

 

If you have a complaint or concern: 

 

1.  Communicate first with the teacher/coach who is involved with the situation, 
2.  If a resolution is not reached at level 1 contact the building principal, 
3.  If you are still needing help after visiting with the principal, contact the Superintendent, 
4.  The final step in the chain is the Board of Education. 

 

The Board of Education is the district’s governing body.  The Board’s responsibility is to set policy and hire a superin-
tendent to manage the district according to those policies. 

 

Please do not skip levels, as each level will send you back to the appropriate level.  We thank you for your cooperation 
in resolving any and all conflicts. 
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Gemini School Redesign – The Four Principles of Redesign 

By Becky Mayes 

 

NLC Elementary and Northern Heights High School continue to move forward with studying and planning school rede-
sign.  Students, parents, and staff have completed surveys, and the information compiled is being studied.  Staff have 
formed research groups and will begin to research and pilot various ideas for redesign.  During this process, it is im-
portant to keep in mind the Four Redesign Principles: 
 

Personalized Learning:  Personalized learning focuses on the individual needs of each student.  It should allow for the 
student and teacher to adapt the pace, place and content needs of each individual student.  The goal is for the student to 
take more ownership and understanding of their needs, and in doing so be more motivated to learn. 
 

Community Partnerships:  At all levels of education when families and communities work in conjunction with the 
schools, students attend school more regularly, drop out less often, are more engaged in the learning process, and earn 
higher grades.  Community partnerships are essential to individualization of learning as well as real world knowledge 
and skill development.  Partnerships are based on mutually beneficial relationships and collaboration. 
 

Real World Applications:  The traditional model of education has not been able to adequately prepare all students for 
post-secondary success in the modern world.  Emphasizing project based and problem based learning, job shadowing, 
internships, guest speakers, career fairs, etc., students will be able to take their learning beyond just the methods and into 
hands on experiences that will better set them up for post-secondary success. 
 

Student Success Skills:  Traditional education models focus primarily on the learning that is produced in the classroom.  
Education is provided to help students become successful after school including college and career readiness.  Research 
shows that social and emotional health impacts learning.  By including social emotional skills and support, we not only 
help improve learning, but also help provide the necessary skills that can be powerful in everyday life. 
 

The Four Redesign Principles will provide a foundation for school redesign.   We are excited to continue through this 
process and redesign our schools, putting students first so that they may experience post-secondary success. 



 

                Principal’s PerspectivePrincipal’s PerspectivePrincipal’s PerspectivePrincipal’s Perspective    
I mentioned in my last newsletter article that NLC Elementary has been asking ourselves 
“WHY” we need to change how we teach.  This is all part of USD#251 being a KSDE Rede-
sign School district as voted on by our teachers. We have surveyed our staff, our students, and 
our parents to help us understand how we need to conduct our business of education different-
ly.  This redesign WHY is not focused on facilities improvements, while educational space is 
obviously an important factor, our “school redesign” is about the action of teaching and learn-
ing, not where it is conducted. 
 

I am happy to announce that our redesign WHY at NLC Elementary is: 
 

NLC is dedicated to engaging our students academically and socially, so they develop into resilient, responsible, and 
functioning citizens of our ever-changing society. 

 

NLC Elementary recently started PLC (Professional Learning Communities) to support our redesign process. These 
PLC’s give our teachers time each week to all come together to research and collaborate. During the 1st teacher PLC, 
teachers focused on creating investigative teams to research various areas that will move us closer to us accomplishing 
our WHY.  Teams will be looking into social emotional learning, scheduling, personalized learning, project based learn-
ing, and standards based learning/grading. The teams will research and possibly pilot various ideas this school year. The 
timeline is to have a plan of what we would like to implement fully by the beginning of next school year. I will keep you 
informed as we progress with updates from these investigative teams.   
 

On a different note, pun intended, I would like to invite you to our NLC Winter Music Program on December 13th at the 
NLC Elementary Gym in Americus, KS @ 6:30pm.  The program will be slightly different this year as it will be a K-5 
music program. Our Jr High Choir and Band will be performing at NHHS at the NHHS Winter Program that is Dec 12th 
@ 6:30pm. 
 

I hope  you had a great Thanksgiving and wish you Happy Holidays this season! 

 

Corey Wiltz 

NLC Elementary Principal 
 

Counselor Comments 

 

 The 6th and 8th grade students will be taking the Communities that Care Survey during the week of December 3rd
-7th 

during their PE and computer/health classes.  The data and input from this survey helps USD #251 develop lessons and 

programs such as Bullying, Drug Awareness, and Character Education to meet the needs of our students.  Parents and/or 

Guardians signed a form during enrollment allowing their child to participate in the survey. This survey is anonymous, 

and their honesty and participation on this survey is appreciated.  The junior high students also finished up their lessons 

with SOS the last week of November. They continue to participate in lessons and activities from the Second Step Curric-

ulum on mindset and goals. Starting in December they will begin to focus on friendships and values.  I enjoy discussing 

with the students topics that affect them during their junior high experience. 

 

Students in grades K-5 are continuing their Second Step Curriculum.  They are beginning to discuss Feelings and 

Empathy. The primary age students (K,1st, and 2nd) are identifying various feelings in themselves and others.  The up-

per elementary students (3rd, 4th, and 5th) are looking at feelings from another person’s perspective and having empathy 

for others. After each weekly lesson, HomeLinks are sent home with students to provide discussions on those specific 

topics with parents or guardians. 

 

 A student’s social/emotional growth is just as important as their academic growth.  I’m glad that at NLC we are 

providing students with many opportunities to grow in those areas. 

 

There are several things to look forward to as we proceed throughout the school year.  I hope everyone has a won-

derful holiday season with friends and family. 

Mrs. Aimee Landgren; Americus/NLC School Counselor 



Dr. Cottenmyre’s Newsletter:Dr. Cottenmyre’s Newsletter:Dr. Cottenmyre’s Newsletter:Dr. Cottenmyre’s Newsletter:    

The Enchanted Forest book fair was a great success!  Thanks to all that turned out, participated and bought books.  Our 
cooks dressed up in Gnome costumes (made by Mrs. Robinson’s art class) to serve the “Grands” luncheon event.  A 
great meal was had by all.  Included are some pictures of patient patrons eating and waiting in line to purchase book fair 
items.  Funds were used to buy books for each teacher’s classroom and to put new books in the library.  A special thank 
you to 8th graders who helped load and unload carts, set up the fair/decorations and students and adults that worked the 
fair. 

First Grade ~ Mrs. VanGundy 

 It is always so rewarding to experience the excitement in first grade as we 

begin the journey to become Independent readers. We have been making great pro-

gress this year and I want to thank my parents for taking the time to listen to their 

child read and work on the high frequency words sent home each week. We are just 

finishing reading about buildings and the materials used to make them, where ani-

mals live, and Thanksgiving. We will soon 

be reading about how to help in our commu-

nities as well as reading stories about the up-

coming holiday!  

 In Math we have been working on 

addition and subtraction within ten. We will 

continue with addition and subtraction but will extend it to addition and 

subtraction within twenty. We have been using counting beads to help 

with having a deeper understanding of addition and subtraction. We also 

play addition/subtraction games in small groups to expand our 

knowledge.  

 In Science we have been talking about the Sun, Stars, Moon, and Space. It is fun to hear them talk 

about what the moon looks like at night as we learn the phases of the moon.  

 In Social Studies we have talked about veterans and participated in the school wide Walk for Freedom 

to honor our veterans.  We also have learned many things about The First Thanksgiving and what life was like 

long ago.  

Enjoy this holiday season with your family and keep on sharing the love of reading with your child! 
 



New Elective Focuses on Civic Engagement 
By: Elly Dice, 6th Grade NLC Teacher 

 

This year I am teaching a new elective class on civic engagement and it is offered to 6th,7th, and 8th graders.  I went 

into the first nine weeks with the idea that it would be totally student driven and I would simply be there to guide the 

students. I had no idea what direction the class would go or where we would end up, but I had confidence in my stu-

dents.   During the first nine weeks, I was blown away by the first ever Civic Action Training Squad (C.A.T.S.) and their 

ability to not only grasp the concept of civic engagement but to truly make an impact at every level of their own commu-

nity. 

     C.A.T.S.  held a school wide fundraiser during the month of Sep-

tember to raise money for the Never Let Go Foundation which supports 

local Lyon County families who have been impacted by childhood can-

cer.  

     The students not only raised nearly $1,000 dollars for the Never Let 

Go Foundation but they also raised awareness. The month of Septem-

ber is Childhood Cancer 

Awareness month and the 

students of C.A.T.S. not 

only organized the first 

all gold day in September 

they also wrote a procla-

mation to ensure that the all gold day is recognized every year in our 

school district. The students wrote the proclamation and presented their 

proposal to the USD 251 school board on October 10, 2018. The school 

board voted 7-0 in favor of a USD251 All Gold Day every second 

Wednesday in September every year! These kids made history. Take that 

in for a second...6th, 7th, and 8th grade students did all of it! 

The second nine weeks welcomed in a new group of students to the C.A.T.S. elective and the students hit the ground 

running with a variety of civic engagement ideas.  This nine weeks the C.A.T.S. students have decided to organize a 

school-wide donation of hats, scarves, gloves, and coats that will be donated to SOS CASA of the Flinthills organiza-

tion.  SOS CASA will then distribute the clothing items to children in foster care who are in need. C.A.T.S. encourage 

all NLC Elementary students to “help build a snowman” by donating hats, scarves, gloves, and coats starting Monday, 

November 19th - Friday, December 14, 2018. 

 

A note from Mrs. Merring: 

 Hello all! I am doing really well and so excited to be back at school. I want to thank all of you for your prayers, 

support, and generous donations to me and my family. Words could never express how grateful and blessed I am to be a 

part of such a wonderful school district and community. Thank you again. 

 I would also like to thank Mrs. Suzanne Johnson for teaching my students while I was away. We are so blessed 

that she could come in and instruct them. The students are grateful for all she has done. Thank you for being such a dear 

friend and mentor.  

      The music program has been very busy this year. The marching band 

received excellent ratings at both Emporia State University and Kansas 

State University Marching Festivals. The junior high choir and select jun-

ior high band students 

joined our high school 

choir and band for the 

Veteran’s Program and 

did an outstanding job.  

         The NLC Junior High and NHHS High School concert is com-
ing up quick. The concert is Wednesday December 12 at 6:30p.m at 
Northern Heights High School Gym.  Please come out and support our 
junior high and high school students.  

 



PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

“If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself” 

Peggy Fort 
 

 The Drama class, under the director of Sarah Malcolm, gave a performance of The House of the Seven Gables by 

David John Preece adapted from the novel by Nathanial Hawthorne. The evening began at 6 PM with a Chili/Soup Sup-

per and the play started at 7 PM. 

 Basketball practice started Monday, November 12. The boys team has 28 players out for basketball and the girls 

team has 19 players out for basketball. The first basketball game will be Friday, November 30, at NHHS against West 

Franklin. 

 The Fall Athletics award banquet was Wednesday, November 7th, at 6:30. The coaches for Volleyball, Football and 

Cross Country presented many awards. Below are the league selections.  

Congratulations to our Flint Hills All League Selections 

Volleyball 
1st team Alexis Davis 

Honorable Mention- Khylee Massey 

 

Football-1st Team 

Offensive Lineman- Moses Guerrero 

Defensive Lineman- Moses Guerrero 

Linebacker- Tee Preisner 
 

 

2nd Team 

Utility- Tee Preisner 
 

Football Honorable Mention 

Quarterback- Marcus Waters 

Running Back- Cameron Heiman 

Receiver- Weston Orender 
Defensive Lineman- Jarrett Morris 

Linebacker- Marcus Waters 

Defensive Back- Braden Heins 

The Cross Country Team took 
Third in the state this year. 
 

Taj Bailey - State Medalist, Tim 
Krugler, Jerrod Campbell, Tanner 
Boyce, Jayden Hall, Gene Finney, 
Darrett King, Alternate: Michael  
Marcotte 

 

 

  

 NHHS honored veterans with a ceremony presented by NHHS FBLA on Monday, November 12.   Thank you to all 

our Veterans. 

 The fall marching band completed their season at Neewollah in Independence, on October 27. The band did a won-

derful job for they consist of high school and junior high students who have worked very hard through the season. Mrs. 

Suzanne Johnson, who has substituted for Amanda Merring, has done a wonderful job working with the band members. 

Amanda Merring did return to work on Monday, November 12.  We are happy to welcome her back to school. 

 The Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner will be December 7, doors open at 11:30. The meal and program will begin at 

12:00pm. Please let the office know if you need a meal delivered to your home. NHHS Office number is 620-481-2087. 

 The December 12th USD 251 Board Meeting will be held at NHHS at 5:00 PM. The NHHS Winter Concert will 

begin at 6:30 PM. 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 Peggy Fort 
 

   NHHS CALENDAR 

 December 3rd  NLC at NHHS vs. Council Grove basketball - 4:30 

 December 4th  NHHS at Wabaunsee Basketball Tournament 
                                      NHHS Scholars Bowl JV at Santa Fe Trail 
      December 6th             NHHS at Wabaunsee Basketball Tournament 
                                               NLC at NHHS vs. Mission Valley - 4:30 

      December 7th  Senior Citizens Dinner at NHHS - 12:00 PM - Doors open at 11:30 AM 

         NHHS at Wabaunsee Basketball Tournament 
      December 11th  NHHS at Central Heights basketball at 4:45 

      December 12th  USD 251 Board of Education meeting at NHHS at 5:00 PM 

  NHHS Winter Program at 6:30 PM 

  Sophomores visit Flint Hills Tech. school and VEK 

      December 14th  NHHS at Osage City basketball - 4:45 PM 

      December 18th  Chase County at NHHS Basketball - 4:45 PM 

      December 20th  End of third nine weeks 

      December 21st - January 3rd  Winter Break 

      January 2nd and 3rd   Teacher Inservice 

      January 4th    Students return to school 
      NHHS basketball home against Lyndon at 4:45  



              NHHS 

The Northern Heights Cross Country Teams wrapped up 

a very successful season on Saturday, Oct 27, with the 

Varsity Boys placing third at the 2A State Meet in 

Wamego. The 2A boys race was the tightest race 

statewide, with only 11 points separating the third place 

team from the seventh place team. The NHHS boys 

snatched the third place trophy from Lakin High School 

by one point. The week before, the boys landed a Region-

al Championship trophy in Alma, the first for a boys CC 

team in 13 years. Members of the state-placing team were 

Jerrod Campbell (9), Jayden Hall (10), Darrett King (10), 

Taj Bailey (11), Tim Krugler (11), Tanner Boyce (12), 

and Gene Finney (12). Alternates for the state meet were 

Michael Marcotte and Jarrett White. Taj Bailey also set a personal best on the State course, coming home with 

a 12th place individual medal and earning a spot on the 2A All-State Second Team squad. Congrats on a fan-

tastic season, boys! 

 

 

News from Mrs. Woodrow NHHS Counselor 

  

 NHHS students are participating in a variety of opportunities to explore the 

many career options that await them following high school. One opportunity was to 

travel to Pittsburg, Kansas. On Friday, November 2nd, NHHS students along with 

Mr. Lang, Mrs. DeDonder and myself attended the Pittsburg State University’s Kan-

sas Technology Center Open House. This was a college-wide event in which PSU 

College of Technology faculty and students set up demonstrations and displays to 

share various technologies with high school students. This was a great opportunity 

for students to learn more about new and emerging technologies, as well as learn 

about STEM-related career opportunities through these interactions.   Over 12 differ-

ent technology venues provided dozens of demonstrations and displays, including 

hands-on opportunities in several areas of technology. This program was geared for 

high school sophomores, juniors and seniors; as well as technical and community 

college students. We enjoyed the opportunity to learn what is available to students in 

the CTE fields of study.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fall Play 2018 

 
  

On Saturday, November 10, the Northern Heights Theatre class presented The House 
of the Seven Gables by David John Preece adapted from the novel by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. The cast was led by seniors Tanner Boyce, Hayden Centlivre, Daisy 
Murphy, and Jarrett White in the two-act drama following the cursed lives of the 
Maule and Pyncheon families. NHHS Theatre would like to thank everyone who 
helped make our production and chili/soup supper possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Mrs. Corpening, the School Support Specialist, has received two locals grants for student services. The 

first grant received was from United Way of the Flint Hills in the amount of $1,500 to go towards the cost of 

Reality U, a financial literacy program that will serve students in grades 8th
-12th. Reality U brings a bit of 

“reality” to students, teaching them about personal finance in an interactive and engaging way.  

 

 The second grant received was in the amount of $750 from The Earl & Stelouise Sauder Youth Assis-

tance Fund which will go towards the Incentive Program field trip at the end of the year. This year, the stu-

dents will be going to iFly Indoor Skydiving in Kansas City. The students will take part in a STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) activity and lab and will also get to skydive in the wind tunnel. 

To be eligible for this field trip, students must receive 3 incentive cards for the year.  

 

 

Family Resources 

 

 

The USD 251 website provides multiple 
resources for our families - 
www.usd251.org. 
 

The home page features a Live Feed, 

News, and Events. 

Various resources are found by selecting 

“Menu.”            

By selecting STUDENTS & FAMILIES, 
multiple resources are featured. Each entry 
has a live link that will take you to the desired resource. 



Mobilizing Literacy and Kindergarten Readiness 

 

USD 251 offers Preschool Tuition Assistance as part of the Mobilizing Literacy Grant.  If your child 

(age 3-5) is attending, or you would like for your child to attend preschool, please contact the USD 251 school 

district office at 620-481-2014.  We would love to discuss how we can assist you financially with preschool 

fees. 

Each month, a simple, developmentally appropriate activity will be shared to help preschool age children get 

ready for school.  These activities can be used by families at home: 

 

 

 


