
Guidelines for Using Films/Media to Enhance Instructional Activities at 

Abbeville High School 

Films and other forms of media shown in school must adhere to the following guidelines: 

 Films/media must directly relate to the curriculum and the current instructional unit. 

 Films/media must correlate to instructional objectives and align with state standards.  

 Films/media must be indicated in the long-range plans/short-range plans in the classroom in which 

they are being shown. 

 Films/media must be screened in their entirety by the teacher prior to students viewing the content.   

 Films/media may only be used by teachers in the course of “face to face” instruction with students. 

 Films/media may only be shown in the normal instructional setting.   

 Films/media must be “lawfully” made: the teacher has not duplicated a copy in violation of Fair Use, 

without the permission of the copyright holder. 

 Films/media may not be used for extra-curricular, reward, recreation, or before or after school use.  

There must be set, specific instructional goals that are being addressed and assessed throughout the 

selection. 

 Films/media must have prior approval from the principal or designee before being used for student 

viewing.  Approval must include the name of the film and the assessment that goes along with the 

lesson in which the film/media is being used. 

What does this mean for my classroom? 

All films/forms of media shown in class should be used only in an instructional manner.  Specific standards 

should correlate with the unit objectives and student work should accompany any form of media used in the 

classroom.    Before incorporating a film into your lesson plans, the following must occur: 

 Remember to send a parent permission letter prior to showing films/media.  You must include the 

MPAA rating in the letter.   

 Permission letters should be kept on file by the teacher. 

 In regards to effective instructional use of films and other media: 

o Select titles that are aligned with the curriculum. 

o Carefully choose film/media segments that are applicable to the instructional content. It is not 

recommended to show a film in its entirety, unless assessments cover the entire film. 

o Introduce the film/media in classroom lectures, and explain the curricular connection. 

o Pause to stop the film/media to emphasize points and to encourage interaction. 

o Provide a culminating or follow-up activity to reinforce the instructional content and to assess 

the standards that were taught through the use of the film/media selection. 

 


