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Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 
 
 I am writing this newsletter article the day after the 4-day Thanksgiving break.  It is difficult to be-lieve the Thanksgiving break is already behind us! Not only is the first quarter in the books, we are near-ing the end of the second quarter / first semester.  The winter break will be here in the snap of a finger as will 2019. I keep asking people around here to help me slow down the clock a little. No one seems to be able to help. If anyone out there can help, let me know!  ;) 
 
 In this newsletter article, I wanted to tackle a couple of items.  First are the Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) results that parents (or family members) of students in grades 3-8 received recently.  As a quick refresher, these assessments were taken near the end of the 2017-18 school year. In other words, they were taken about 7 months ago. The turnaround time on getting these results is less than impressive.  Students likely remember the assessments, but that is about it. Ideally, these as-sessment results would be made available within a couple of weeks of taking the test. The reason for the significant delay this year compared to past years is that a different testing company was hired by the Ne-braska Department of Education (NDE).  The company, Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), is nor-mally much more efficient. In fact, NWEA is who Pender and almost every school in Nebraska uses to ad-minister Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessments. In Pender, MAP assessments are given two times per year. Results are available immediately after the test is completed, which is very helpful.  I am hoping the turnaround time is significantly less the next time NSCAS assessments are given. They will be much more useful if that is the case. 
 
 As you review your student’s NSCAS results, please take them seriously, review them with your son or daughter, and help them understand how they performed.  This will hopefully help them under-stand the importance of these assessments so they perform even better the next time they take them. All of that said, please understand these assessments represent a student’s performance based on a snapshot in time.  They may not exactly reflect the student’s typical performance in the class for that particular content area. This is not saying to minimize the assessment results. I am simply saying to take them for what they are worth. They are a reflection of a snapshot in time for a specific set of question.  They may reflect very well what a student does and does not know with respect to that particular content area. There is also a chance they do not reflect what a student does and does not know. These results provide students, parents, and staff members with one piece of academic information about individual students and groups of students.  This information is used to help better understand the needs of individuals, small groups of students, and classes of students. Please know, however, there are other sources of information that are very important to be used. 
 
 As a school district, we plan to carefully analyze the information provided by the NSCAS re-sults.  These results can help us in many ways, and we plan to utilize these assessment results to the best of our ability.  In fact, we have a data retreat planned for November 29. The newly released NSCAS results will be the main topic of discussion during this first round of data review.  We will look for evidence of things that are going well, and we will look for areas in which we can do better. In the end, staff members will do the same thing parents (or  family members) and students should do with the NSCAS results. We will take them for what they are worth and use them to our advantage. 
 



 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

 
Continued   Anyone with questions about the NSCAS results should contact school personnel.  Administrators and teachers would be thrilled to talk through any questions, concerns, or comments from parents (or fam-ily members).  The more we can engage in quality discussions about student academic performance, the better chance we have to be as successful as possible. 
 
 The other topic I would like to briefly mention is the possibility of constructing a track & field and football field complex in Pender.  As a district leader and community member, I have to say, this is exciting. Pender is a community that has so much going for it. The progress that has been seen locally in the last 10 to 15 years is amazing.  It is one of the reasons Pender is such a wonderful place to live, work, and raise a family. Being part of a community like Pender is special, and something of which I am very proud. I know most or all reading this newsletter article feel the same or similar. 
 
 A track & field and football field complex is one of the projects that has been talked about in Pender for quite some time.  The stars simply have not aligned for this project to get off of the ground … yet! Now may be the time?! That said, I am not naive enough to know that now might also not be the time.  What I do know is, now seems to be the time to consider the project and determine if it is something we can indeed complete. With that in mind, the Pender Board of Education recently voted to approve a study that will give PPS the knowledge needed to determine if and how to complete the project.  The study will likely be com-pleted within a couple of months, giving PPS the ability to develop a road map to complete the project. As time progresses, more information will be available and shared. At this point in time, there really isn’t a whole lot to report other than what has already been said. 
 
 The one piece of information that has not been shared but is important to mention is how this pro-ject was brought back to the table for PPS.  A group of citizens interested in seeing this project come to frui-tion revived this conversation within the last several months. In my opinion, that is what makes it some-thing so very special.  The progressive ideas that have realized success in Pender to this point have largely originated from a group of citizens that want to see Pender continue to grow and thrive. There are various projects that could be used as an example.  The construction of a track & field and football field complex would be yet another project on that list. Hard working, progressive, forward thinking, and creative people were who helped build that list over time, and it is going to take exactly those type of people yet again to complete this project.  I look forward to seeing if this project can get off of the ground. 
 
 Anyone with questions, comments, or concerns are, as always, encouraged to contact me.  I can be reached via phone at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 2310, email at jadolli1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 
 
 See you all soon and GO PENDRAGONS!!! 

 
 Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 



 
Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Hello Pendragon Fans! 
 
As we continue with our activities season the topic of sportsmanship is an important topic to ad-
dress. With the winter season upon us, we move from outdoor venues into the close confines of 
the school gym. As most studies show, the closer the spectators are to the action, the worse the 
sportsmanship from fans can get. As we get closer to the action, we all feel more engaged in the 
contests, and it is easier for us to see what is happening with our participants. We are quick to 
point out missed calls, ìwrongî calls, and about anything else we feel is going against us. 
 
Each level of involvement in a game is very different and poses a different set of challenges in 
how to deal with positive sportsmanship. As a player we learn that what we say to the official has 
ZERO impact on the game. Players have control over their actions and reactions. Letís help to 
teach our kids the correct way to do this. Coaching is much the same way. We canít control what 
the officials see or call, and throwing a fit never helps in a situation. Asking questions, drawing 
attention to what we see, and making suggestions in a respectful way is the only way to ap-
proach it. We expect quality, professional behavior and teach our kids to do what is best for the 
team. As a parent there is nothing harder than dealing with a situation in which you feel your 
child is being ìwronged.î Taking it out on an official is not the answer. Taking it up with the coach 
in a public setting is also not the answer. Follow proper protocols, and above all, model good 
character for our kids to follow. 
 
The last thing administrators want to do is remove spectators from the gym, but it does, and 
probably will continue to happen. Please remember, your ìFreedom of Speechî does not neces-
sarily give you the right to say what you want in a school setting.  As a spectator, it is your job to 
cheer for your team, not against the other team. Hosting events in our facilities is a way to show 
school and community pride. In this setting, the school and the community as a whole is depicted 
by how we represent ourselves as fans. The school gym is the most visited place by people from 
other communities, and the impression you leave with guests or when we visit will be how others 
view our community as a whole.   
 
Please remember that every officialís goal is to call the perfect game or match. They never intend 
to get mixed up on rules, but it happens. Officials are human, and they are going to make mis-
takes. Fans need to expect this coming into games. At times, mistakes happen at the most inop-
portune time, but it still doesnít give fans the right to go nuts. If you think you can do better, 
please get your certification. Good officials are hard to find! 
 
 
 
                        Continued on next page... 



Continued  
 
As we head into the winter season please think about the things above. The reality in all of this is 
that we all want to do what is best for our students, school, and community. To help with the ex-
perience here are some tips for the gym: 
 
1. Do not mutter nasty criticisms about playersÖ yours or anyone elseís. 
2. Do not goad the officials or opposing players in order to distract or interfere with the game. 
3. Do not argue with or respond to the negative comments of other poorly behaving fans. 
4. Donít make loud or profane comments about either teamís coaches, players, fans, or the offi-
cials. 
5. Do not scold or yell at your childÖ or any childÖ about poor play, during or after a game. 
6. Do not try to communicate with the coach during a game. 
7. Do not yell instructions or try to communicate with your child during the game. 
8. Do not become a ìrules expert.î - Whether or not you have some knowledge of the rules, re-
frain from loudly correcting questionable calls. 
9. Keep your perspective in check. - The goals you may have for a team are not always the real-
ity of the situation. 
 
I hope that in some way you agree with me if you are reading this. Most people represent our 
community and school in a positive way. Please help the school in teaching our next generation 
about sportsmanship by your own actions. 
 
Thank you, 
Eric Miller; 7-12 Principal 

 
Greetings from Eric Miller 
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Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 

 





Sunday, December 16th 

Doors open at 1:00 p.m. 

Show at 2:00 p.m. 

Tickets:  $15 for adults 

$15 for children 

Dessert Bar  
 

Tickets on sale at Pender Public Schools Office 

Lost and Found at School 
You can imagine with almost 400 students we end up with a lot of lost and found 
items.  On the last day of each month, all items not claimed are gathered and 
taken to the Thriftique.  We inspect  all items before we take them to see if there 
is a name on the tags or somewhere on the items.  Those items are returned to 
the students and  all items not labeled are then taken to Thriftique.  Please  
make sure to put your childís name on clothing to make sure it is returned to 
you.  At any time you notice your child is miss-
ing something, please either call the school, or 
come and take a look at the items we have 
found. As we enter the winter season, our col-
lection grows like crazy.    

Thanks for your help in keeping our 
lostÖ ..found.    

 



Save your Cubby’s receipts and either send them 

with your child to school, or drop them in the red 

box at Cubby’s.  Cubby’s donates 2% of  total           

receipts collected  back to the school.   

Will you be doing some shopping for 

Christmas on Amazon?  Why not help the 

Pender PTO in the process. If you go to 

smile.amazon.com….Amazon will donate 

a portion of sales back to the Pender 

PTO. This is a simple way to contribute.   

Did you know that Pender Public Schools and the Pender 

Ministerial Association have teamed up to provide weekend 

backpacks  to over 60 children.  Nutritious snacks are pro-

vided weekly,  which include a milk voucher and bread 

voucher for each family.  We are currently accepting dona-

tions for this very important program. Items needed are: 

•Individual juice boxes 

•Individual granola or breakfast bars 

•Individual cheese & cracker snacks 

•Individual rice krispie treats 

•Cash donations to purchase items needed 

Bring donations to school or contact Dan Springer at     

Covenant Church  



For the past several years, Pender Public Schools has participated in their very own holiday food drive.  Stu-

dents in all grades, preschool through 12th grade, are encouraged to participate in a challenge to collect the 

most non-perishable food items.  The staff are also encouraged to participate by donating  turkeys/hams or 

cash for the ability to wear jeans and a Pender shirt prior to the holiday.  To say they outdid themselves is an 

understatement.  The students collected more food than ever before and the staff donated a check to the 

Pender Ministerium for $1500.  All food will be given to families in need in the Pender-Thurston area and will 

be distributed directly by the Pender Ministerium.  A service project like this teaches the importance of giving 

back and hopefully this is something they will continue throughout life.   



Chilly days are most likely here to stayÖ at least for a 
while. Please remember to dress your children for the 
cooler morning weather and encourage them to bring a 
hat, mittens, scarf, snow pants, and snow boots when 
necessary. Labeling those items is also helpful. Our stu-
dents are outside in the morning, at recess, and after 
school, so having the appropriate clothing is very impor-
tant.  Our temperature guideline for outdoor play re-
mains 20 degrees (with wind chill).  This year we do 
plan to get kids outside as much as we safely can during 
the day even if the temperatures dip slightly below our 
20-degree guideline.  On these occasions, we will take 
into consideration the age of the children, assure they 
are dressed appropriately, limit their exposure time, 
and as always keep the safety of our students as our 
priority.  If you have any questions or concerns please 
feel free to contact the office.  Thank you.  

In case of inclement winter weather, Pender Public Schools notifies the  
following TV and Radio stations with late start, early out and no school  
information, as well as Emergency Bus Routes if applicable:   
         

• KTIV, Channel 4, Sioux City 
• KCAU, Channel 9, Sioux City 
• KETV, Channel 7, Omaha 
• KWPN/KTIC,  AM 840 or FM 107.9 radio, West Point 
• KTCH, AM 1590 FM or  104.9 radio, Wayne 

 
There will also be messages sent via phone call or text.  If you have not 
been receiving any messages this school year and would like to, please 
contact the school at 385-3244 and we will get you added. 
 
Also, if you live in the country and think the bus may not be able to reach 
your home due to road conditions, please contact your route driver or the 
school before 6:30 am. 



   Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.70  $2.10 
K-6  $1.70  $2.35 
7-12  $1.70  $2.60 
Adults  $2.20  $3.60 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or pop tart - $.75   
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 
salad bar) -  $.75 

Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or pop art or yogurt, cereal, toast 
and 2 drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 

3 

Breakfast Burrito 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Pineapple 

Breadstick 

4 

Donut 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Mandarin Oranges 

Brownie 

5 

Dutch Waffle 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Applesauce 

Bun 

6 

Breakfast Bites 

Pizza 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

7 

Biscuit & Gravy 

Chicken Strips 

Cheesy Hashbrowns 

California Blend 

Pears 

10 

French Toast 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Peas 

Peaches 

11 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

Garlic Bread 

12 

Coffee Cake 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

13 

Pancake/Sausage 

Tater Tot Casserole 

Green Beans 

Applesauce 

Bun 

14 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

Tater Tots 

Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 

17 

Scrambled Eggs 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Pears 

Ice Cream 

18 

Breakfast Pizza 

BBQ Rib 

Potato Wedges 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

19 

Muffin 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Green Beans 

Pineapple 

20 

Breakfast Stick 

Saucy Sub 

California Blend 

Mandarin Oranges  

Pudding Cup 

21 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 

Applesauce 

24 

NO 
SCHOOL 

25 

NO 
SCHOOL 

26 

NO 
SCHOOL 

27 

NO 
SCHOOL 

28 

NO 
SCHOOL 

31 

NO  
SCHOOL 

 

 

    

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 
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  Breakfast Lunch 
PreK  $1.70  $2.10 
K-6  $1.70  $2.35 
7-12  $1.70  $2.60 
Adults  $2.20  $3.60 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or pop tart - $.75   
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or 
salad bar) -  $.75 

Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or pop art or yogurt, cereal, toast 
and 2 drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 

 1 

NO 
SCHOOL 

 

 

2 

NO 
SCHOOL 

3 

Omelet 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

4 

Biscuits & Gravy 

Mini Corn Dogs 

French Fries 

Green Beans 

Pears 

7 

Breakfast Burrito 

Chicken Patty 

Potato Wedges 

California Blend 

Peaches 

8 

Dutch Waffle 

Tavern 

Curly Fries 

Peas 

Pineapple 

9 

Donut 

Goulash 

Corn 

Mandarin Oranges 

Bun 

10 

Breakfast Bites 

Chili 

Cinnamon Roll 

Applesauce 

11 

Biscuits & Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Fruit Cocktail 

Garlic Bread 

14 

French Toast 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Pears 

15 

Breakfast Sandwich 

Pizza 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

Rice Crispy Bar 

16 

Coffee Cake 

Chicken & Noodles 

Peas 

Pineapple 

Bun 

17 

Pancake/Sausage 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

18 

Biscuits & Gravy 

Chicken Strips 

Mashed Potatoes 

California Blend 

Applesauce 

21 

Scrambled Eggs 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

Breadstick 

22 

Breakfast Pizza 

Tater Tot Casserole 

Green Beans 

Pears 

Bun 

23 

Muffin 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Corn 

Peaches 

24 

Breakfast Stick 

Hot Ham & Cheese 

Tater Tots 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

25 

Biscuits & Gravy 

BBQ Rib 

Curly Fries 

Peas 

Mandarin Oranges 

28 

Breakfast Burrito 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Applesauce 

Ice Cream 

29 

Dutch Waffle 

Saucy Sub 

Green Bean Casserole 

Fruit Cocktail 

Pudding Cup 

30 

Donut 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Broccoli 

Pears 

31 

Breakfast Bites 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Mashed Potatoes 

Corn 

Peaches 

 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Pender, NE  68047 

How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school office.   
Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we collect back to Pender 

Public Schools. 

Calendar Information 

Pender Public Schools calendar 

changes daily.  The most up to 

date  calendar can be found on 

the Pender Public Schools  

website.  

www.penderschools.org  


