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Board Of Education 

President: Mrs. Kimberly Plass 

1627 Sandstone Lane 

Howards Grove, WI 53083 

Kimberly.plass@hgsd.k12.wi.us     

 

Vice President: Mr. Richard Hemb 

12630 County Line Road 

Cleveland, WI  53015 

rhemb@hgsd.k12.wi.us 

 

Clerk: Mrs. Kari Bramstedt  

1633 Mapletree Court 

Howards Grove, WI  53083     

kbramstedt@hgsd.k12.wi.us 

 

Treasurer: Mr. Joe McDonald      

W3781 Garton Road 

Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085     

jmcdonald@hgsd.k12.wi.us 

 

Director: Mrs. Janina Siemers      

W4444 STH 32 

Elkhart Lake, WI 53020 

jsiemers@hgsd.k12.wi.us   

 

Advisory Board 

To The Board of Education 

 

The School District of Howards Grove 

maintains a six (6) member Advisory 

Board to the Board of Education. 

 

The Advisory Board has been most 

helpful to the Board of Education as a 

source of communication and 

information, bringing concerns within the 

district to the attention of the Board of 

education. It also serves as a means of 

relaying information from the board of 

Education back to district residents. 

 

If you live in the areas of Ada, Edwards, 

Franklin, the Town of Mosel, or the 

Village of Howards Grove, and are 

interested in serving as an Advisory 

Board member, please contact the 

District Office at 565-4454. 

 

Notice to District Residents 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

 

It is the policy of Howards Grove School District that 

no person may be denied admission to any public 

school or be denied the benefits of, or be discriminated 

against in any curricular, extracurricular, pupil 

services, recreational, or other program or activity 

because of a person’s sex, race, religion, national 

origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental 

status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, 

emotional or learning disability. 

All vocational education programs follow the district’s 

policies of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, age or handicap. In 

addition, arrangements can be made to ensure that the 

lack of English language skills is not a barrier to 

admission or participation. 

Any questions concerning the Title IX of the education 

Amendments of 1972, which prohibits discrimination 

on the basis of sex,: Title VI (race, color, national 

origin) and all other discrimination complaints; or 

inquiries related to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973 which prohibits discrimination on the basis 

or handicap, should be directed to: 

 

Mr. Christopher Peterson 

Superintendent 

403 Audubon Rd 

Howards Grove, WI 53083 

920.565.4454 

 

Mr. Scott Frtiz 

High School Principal 

District Equity Coordinator 

401 Audubon Rd 

Howards Grove, WI 53083 

920.565.4450 

 

Mrs. Heather Zizis 

Middle School Principal 

506 Kennedy Ave 

Howards Grove, WI 53083 

920.565.4452 

 

Mr. Jason Cole 

Northview Elementary Principal 

Northview Elementary School 

902 Tyler Rd 

Howards Grove, WI 53083 

920.565.4457 

 

ADVISORY MEMBERS 

Ada – vacant 

Edwards – vacant 

Franklin – vacant 

Howards Grove – Emily Russell 

Howards Grove – Kim Tess 

Mosel – Allison Kunze 

Howards Grove School District 

Howards grove District Office                                                   Howards Grove High School 

403 Audubon Road                                                                    401 Audubon Road                                                                                     

Howards Grove, WI 5383-1274                                                Howards Grove, WI 53083-1274 

Phone 920.565.4454                                                                  Phone 920.565.4450 

 

Howards Grove Middle School                                                 Northview Elementary School 

506 Kennedy Avenue                                                                 902 Tyler Road 

Howards Grove, WI 53083-1137                                              Howards Grove, WI 53083 

Phone 920.565.4452                                                                  Phone 920.565.4457 

  

About this Newsletter….. 

If you would like to contribute 

information to this newsletter, 

school-related articles can be 

sent to Aimee Thiel, editor, at 

Northview Elementary School or 

emailed to 

athiel@hgsd.k12.wi.us 
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Dear Howards Grove School District Families and Community, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year.  We have had a wonderful start to the school year with students 
returning, new staff, new opportunities, and a new auditorium.  Fall is certainly an exciting time of year in 

the Howards Grove School District. 

As I just mentioned, our new Howards Grove Center for the Arts is now open.  We have had several events 
utilizing this new space already this year.  The facility has been a wonderful addition to our district and 
community.  Further in this newsletter is an update from Angie Houston on the HGCA and all of the 

upcoming scheduled events.   

In the fall newsletter last year I specifically highlighted how we had several staff members receive world class 
training in the art of teaching reading and writing at Columbia University in New York.  This year, we 
brought the training to Howards Grove and had a two day workshop, the Howards Grove Summer Literacy 
Academy.  We had many of our staff participate in the training as well as teachers from surrounding school 

districts. It was a great learning opportunity for all.   

Our enrollment in the district continues to grow.  For the first time in over 10 years, our enrollment K-12 
exceeded the 900 mark.  Our enrollment growth is a combination of families moving into the Howards 
Grove School District and open enrollment.  Positive growth is a testament to the quality programing 
happening in our community.  We are excited for so many new students and families to be joining the 

Howards Grove Community.  

Over the summer we were fortunate to receive over $66,000 from the State of Wisconsin School Safety 
Grant.  These funds have been used to improve safety and security at all of our school sites.  Included in the 
upgrades are additional cameras at all three schools, secure video entrances at the Middle School and 
Northview, and Bullet Resistant film for glass entrances, to name a few.  Outside of the grant, the Howards 
Grove School District has also added two days per week of Police Service.  School Resource Officer Scott 

Niemi, from the Elkhart Lake Police Department has joined our safety team.  He will be a great resource in 

the buildings and for all of our safety procedures.   

This year we will be trying something new with our newsletter.  We will be sending out a condensed version 

of the letter to all of our families and residents with links to read the full articles on our website.  We are 
optimistic that we can send out more frequent newsletters as well as include more information on our 

website for all.  The website for the district is: www.hgtigers.org 

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding our district or 

schools. I sincerely enjoy working and talking with all of you. 

Christopher Peterson 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF Howards Grove   

ANNUAL NOTICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRAL AND EVALUATION 
PROCEDURES   

Upon request, the Howards Grove School District is required to evaluate a child for 
eligibility for special education services.  A request for evaluation is known as a 
referral.  When the district receives a referral, the district will appoint an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a disability, 
and if the child needs special education services. The district locates, identifies, and 
evaluates all children with disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private 
(including religious) schools, elementary schools and secondary schools located in the 
school district. 

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who 
reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability 
has a legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in 
which the child resides.  Before referring the child, the person making the referral 
must inform the child's parent that the referral will be made. 

Others, including parents, who reasonably believe a child is a child with a disability may 
also refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which the child 
resides. 

Referrals must be in writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is 
a child with a disability.  A referral may be made by contacting Tracy Bandt Student 
Services Coordinator of Howards Grove at [(920)565-4457 ext. 134 or by writing her at 
902 Tyler Rd, Howards Grove, WI 53083 

District News 

 

OPEN ENROLLMENT / SCHOOL CHOICE / TUITION WAIVER 

Howards Grove School District 

Parents have a right to request their child(ren) attend a different school district other than where they reside through 
the Wisconsin Open Enrollment Program. The Wisconsin Open Enrollment (school choice) Program allows students 
living outside the Howards Grove School District to enroll in our schools without paying tuition, if space is available, 

and subject to certain other restrictions. The parent/guardian is responsible for student transportation.  

Any parent/guardian interested in having their child(ren) attend the elementary, middle, or high school in Howards 
Grove should contact the building principal to arrange for a time to tour the facility and discuss the educational 
programs provided to students in the Howards Grove School District.  The building principals and corresponding 

telephone numbers are: 

Northview Elementary School    Jason Cole       565-4457 
 
Howards Grove Middle School    Heather Zizis      565-4452 
 
Howards Grove High School       Scott Fritz        565-4450 
 

Please contact the District Office at 565-4454 for additional information, or if you have any questions. 

(continued on page 5) 
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"Every child deserves a 

champion; an adult who will 

never give up on them, who 

understands the power of 

connection and insists that 

they become the best they 

can possibly be." Rita Pierson 

Submitted by High School 

Principal Scott Fritz 

(continued from page 4) 

The Howards Grove School District is a Five Star school district with a rating 

of Significantly Exceeds Expectations.  

Tuition Waiver Due to Move: 

If you are anticipating a move out of the Howards Grove School District 
during the current school year, parent(s)/guardian(s) may request to have 
their child(ren) continue attending school in Howards Grove. Please contact 
the appropriate school office, or the District Office to receive a Request for 
Tuition Waiver Due to Move form. Completion of this form will enable your 
child(ren) to continue attending school in the Howards Grove School District 

even though you no longer live within the District boundaries. 
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September is Deaf Awareness Month. Across the nation Deaf awareness was celebrated during the last 
week of September. We also celebrated right here in Howards Grove! Students were exposed to interesting 
facts about deafness, through daily announcements, videos on the HGSD Facebook page, and a 
presentation by a Deaf and Hard of Hearing teacher from CESA 7. 
 

In addition to the students in the district learning about deafness, the school board and administration were 
exposed to deaf awareness. WESP-DHH, an outreach program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, presented 
at the October 15th school board meeting. They gave information about deafness and also shared great 
ideas and resources on how to best support the Deaf and Hard of Hearing students in our district. 

Here are some interesting facts that you may not yet know; 
1. Did you know that the most common causes of hearing loss are 
from excessive noise exposure, ear infections/wax build-up, aging, 
injury to the head, and genetics. 

 
2. The term “hearing impaired” has a negative connotation, as it 
implies limitations. An appropriate and people-first term to use is 
Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing. 

 
3. Sign Language is not universal. Every country has their own sign 
language. The histories and origins of each sign language are 
completely separate from the histories of their countries’ respective 
spoken languages. 

 
For more about deaf awareness please visit our website www.hgtigers.org 

Submitted by Alyssa Brockman and Tonya Masters - educational Interpreters 
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Try your hand at sign language! Can you fingerspell your name? 
 

More about Deaf Awareness 



"Courage is being 

scared to death...and 

saddling up anyway." - 

John Wayne 

Submitted by Middle 

School Principal 

Heather Zizis 

Welcome our new staff 

Pictured (top lto r)Casie Winter, Ashley Oppeneer, Jacob Zizis, 

(bottom l to r) Shari Lewis, Calli Nonnemacher and Mitchell 

Freiberg 

Not pictured are Heather Zizis, Ben Gasper, Jonathan 

Schroeder, Sharry Ringmeier, and Bob Roska. 

New Staff 

Heather Zizis - MS Principal 

Ben Gasper - Director of Buildings 

and Grounds 

Shari Lewis - 3rd Grade Teacher 

Mitchell Freiberg - 4th Grade 

Teacher 

Casie Winter - 7th Grade English 

Teacher 

Calli Nonnemacher - School 

Counselor, NV 

Ashley Oppeneer - Spec. Ed HS 

Jonathan Schroeder - IT Assistant 

Sharry Ringmeier - Payroll 

Bob Roska - Lawn Cutting 

Specialist 

Jacob Zizis - Spec. Ed Aide, HS 

 

To learn more about our new hires 

please visit our website 

www.hgtigers.org 
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Our new staff members 
 

Ben Gasper – Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Ben is married and has two children Amber and Geno. Ben enjoys mountain 
biking and being outside. What brought Ben to Howards Grove was that he 
wanted to be part of a small community. 

 

Casie Winter- 7
th

 grade English Teacher 

Casie has been married to her husband for almost 12 years and they have two 
children Marc Jr (8) and Caylee (2). She grew up in Howards Grove with her 
parents and three sisters. Casie loves to read, she just wishes she had more time 
to do it.  She enjoys camping, Terry Andre is her favorite. She also loves road trips 
with her family. What brought Casie to Howards Grove, was after 12 years of 
working and living in different communities her husband and her knew when 
either one got the chance to be back in Howards Grove they needed to take it. 
And here she is back in Howards Grove where she grew up and working for the 
same district that educated her. 

 

Mitchell Freiberg- 4
th

 Grade Teacher 

Mitchell comes from a very close knit family. Almost every Sunday my extended 
family gets together at my grandparents house for Sunday lunch (it’s the best 
meal he gets all week)! He is the middle child with an older and younger sister. 
He will be getting married to my fiancé, Amanda, next June and will be living in 
her home town of Mt. Calvary. He is a HUGE Green Bay Packers fan! He loves 
when Fall comes around, so I can get my football fix. He also enjoy cheering on 
the other Wisconsin based teams (Badgers football/basketball, Bucks, Brewers, 
etc.). He also enjoy creating wood working projects and relaxing with friends and 
family.  He is fresh out of college and was looking for a position in the area. He 
was lucky enough to have the Howards Grove School District welcome him in as 
a first year teacher!  

 

Shari Lewis- 3
rd

 Grade Teacher 

Shari is married with four children.  My children are Abby (17), Nick (16), Jacob 
(13), and Katie (11). She loves to read, scrapbook, walk, and spend time with 
family and friends.  What brought Shari to Howards Grove is she lives in Howards 
Grove, so she want to make a difference here. She has also taught in Racine and 



Page 9 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Our new staff members cont….. 
 

Sharry Ringmeier – Payroll 

Sharry and her husband Arik (ICU nurse at St. Nick) have two boys, Austin (8) 
and Levi (6).  Some of Sharry’s hobby’s gardening, disc golf, traveling, shark 
fishing and anything my kids are interested in at the time. What brought 
Sharry to Howards grove is she likes accounting and HR and payroll is a 
good mix of both. Something interesting about Sharry is she doesn’t like 
winter. If she could live anywhere else she would live in Georgia. 

 

Jonathan Schroeder – IT Assistant 

Jonathan is the youngest of four two sisters and one brother. We originally 
from Decade Wisconsin moved to Plymouth 21years ago. Some of 
Jonathan’s hobbies are coaching and playing basketball in my free time. I 
also enjoy working on vehicle and projects in the shop. What brought him to 
Howards Grove is growth in the career of technology as well as trying to 
grow my career of coaching. 

 

Ashley Oppeneer- HS Special Education Teacher 

Ashley grew up in Sheboygan Falls with my mother Diane, father Chad, and 
younger sister Samantha. I now live in New Holstein with my boyfriend Ben, 
and dog Reed. My family and extended family are extremely close and I am 
very fortunate to have them in my life. She loves to read, spend time with 
friends and family, and play with my dog. She lives on a hobby farm raising 
heifers, which takes up a lot of her time. But she wouldn't give it up for 
anything! What brought her to Howards Grove is she grew up in Sheboygan 
Falls and always wanted to live and work in a small district. She loves the 
sense of community that runs through the hallways. When she saw the job 
opening for Howard's Grove, she knew it would be the perfect place to 
begin her career! 
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Our new staff members cont….. 
 

Jacob Zizis- HS Special Education Aide 

After 12 years, he and his wife moved back to Wisconsin this summer with 
their two little girls from Arizona. Some of Jacob’s hobbies are going to car 
shows with their 71 Thunderbird with his daughters.  He also enjoy fishing 
and working out. What brought him to Howards Grove is his wife became 
the principal at Howards Grove Middle School and he was lucky enough 
that there was an opening at the High School. He is excited about this next 
chapter in my life.  

 

Heather Zizis- Middle School Principal 

Her and her husband, Jacob both grew up in Wisconsin and moved to 
Arizona after graduating from college. We have two young girls, Iliana (6) 
and Ilysia (3). We are excited to be living closer to our extended family and 
are enjoying the change of seasons. Some of Heather’s hobbies are 
spending time with her kids exploring new places and reading books. When 
time allows, she enjoys working out and running. After living in Arizona for 
twelve years she and her husband wanted to move back to Wisconsin to 
raise their children. She’s very excited to be working in a small community, 
similar to the one she grew up in. She is grateful to have the opportunity to 
serve as the principal of Howards Grove Middle School! She looks forward to 
learning and growing with the students and staff. 



"Today you are You, that is 

truer than true. There is no 

one alive who is Youer than 

You."  

                                — Dr. Seuss  

Submitted By Northview 

Principal Jason Cole 

HP Inc. 
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Library News 

All three Howards Grove School libraries are now part of the Wisconsin 
Schools Digital Library Consortium (WSDLC)! The WSDLC is a digital 
extension of our schools' physical libraries. The WSDLC collection of e-
books is actually three collections of e-books: one for grades preK-4, 

another for grades 5-8, and one for grades 9-12. The WSDLC 
collection focuses on newly published and popular titles and 
content.  
 
What does this mean for Howards Grove students? It means that our 
students now have access to thousands of FREE digital e-books, 
audiobooks, and "read along" books! Just visit 
http://wsdlc.lib.overdrive.com or download the free Sora app and 
borrow digital books with the student's ID number. You can enjoy 
digital books on all major devices such as iPhone, iPad, Nook, 
Android, Windows phones and tablets, and Kindle. The collection 
includes books like Diary of a Wimpy Kid, National Geographic Kids' 
Chapter Books, and Turtles All the Way Down.  

Students can access the digital library 24/7, 365 days a year by visiting 
http://wsdlc.lib.overdrive.com or in the Sora app. 

For additional information and details or to receive your child's 
WSDLC UserID please contact Jennifer Henschel, District Librarian, at 
jhenschel@hgsd.k12.wi.us or 920-565-4457 ext. 146. 

 Howards Grove School Libraries Join the WSDLC! 
Submitted By Jennifer Henschel  District Library Media Specialist 
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Kindergarten News  
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Fall is an exciting time in the life of the kindergarten students at Northview as they 
have the opportunity to attend several local field trips. The students get to see the day 
to day operation of an apple orchard at Whispering Orchards and experience hands-
on fire safety learning at the Howards Grove Fire Station. At Bulitz Pumpkin Farm, the 
students participate in the traditional fall activities of a wagon ride through the woods, 
exploring a corn maze, feeding the goats, and picking a pumpkin from the pumpkin 
patch. These enriching and educational experiences would not be possible without a 
supportive Howards Grove PTO, that provides the financial backing for field trip 
busing, many volunteer firefighters from local fire departments, parent volunteers and 
welcoming local business owners. 
 
 

Fall Field Trips 
 Submitted by the Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Rosenthal’s Kindergarten class at 

Whispering Orchards  

Learning about the different apples 

The students taking their turn 

pressing the apples 

Learning about the animals at 

Whispering Orchards 

Mrs. Schmidt’s Kindergarten class with student teacher Alyssa 

Bender 
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Parent’s helping their children find the perfect 

Mrs. Sheahan’s Kindergarten class at the Fire Station 

Students feeding the goats at Bulitz’s 

pumpkin Farm 

Students taking turns spraying the fire 

hose 

Students holding the fire hose 

Students trying on firefighters gear 

Mrs. Wunsch’s Kindergarten class at the 

Howards Grove Fire Department 



Northview  News 

October was a great month at Northview for our book-loving students! To celebrate the world 
premier of The Pout-Pout Fish play in Sheboygan, author Deborah Diesen visited with our Junior 
Kindergarten students the afternoon of Friday, October 5. Deborah shared several stories from her 
popular Pout-Pout Fish series to JK students. The visit concluded with everyone learning & singing 
new songs together. A special THANK YOU to the Dare to Dream Theatre for coordinating this visit 
for our youngest students! 
 
As part of the Sheboygan Children's and Teens' Book Festival Jon Agee, author and illustrator of 

such books as Life on Mars, Little Santa, Palindromania!, and 30+ others, visited Northview students 

in grades Kindergarten through fourth the afternoon of Friday, October 12. Jon shared his 

creativity, stories, and fabulous live-drawing skills--to the delight and excitement of his Northview 

audience! Mr. Agee's visit will not soon be forgotten by anyone present! A BIG thank you to the 

Sheboygan Children's and Teens' Book Festival for making Jon Agee's visit to Northview possible! 

Two World-Renowned Authors Visit Northview! 
Submitted By Jennifer Henschel District Library Media Specialist 

Jon Agee signing books 

for students. 

Jon Agee showing his live-drawing 

skills to the students  

Deborah Diesen signing books for students 

Deborah Diesen reading to Junior Kindergarteners 

Deborah Diesen interacting with the Junior Kindergarteners 

Page 14 



HP Inc. 

Meet our Board 

President- Kim Tess 

Vice President- Sara Dassow 

Treasurer- Stacey Haskett 

Secretary- Vacant 

Communications/Graphic Designer- Ariana Herbst 

Popcorn Days Coordinator- Krista Salm 

Family Nights Coordinator- Emily Russell.  

We welcome all parents, guardians and teachers from the Howards Grove 

School District to join us! Please reach out to any of our board members for 

more information or contact hgpto@yahoo.com. 

Parents Day Out at Northview- Saturday, December 8 from 1-4pm 
Box Tops Classroom Challenge at Northview- November 19-December 17 
Winter Carnival at Northview- Friday, February 15, 2019. Interested in 
sponsoring a silent auction item? Please contact SaraDassow@gmail.com. 

Save the Date 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Howards Grove PTO.  We 

appreciate your participation with our most recent events of Dine, Dash, & Save 

a Little Cash and the Schwan’s Fundraiser.  Together these two events brought in 

approximately $2,000.00!!  All proceeds will go to support teacher requests at all 

three schools within the Howards Grove School District  

 

 

 
435 North Wisconsin Drive, Howards Grove, WI 53083   
920.782.0207                                                                                         
hgactivitycenter@hotmail.com / hgactivitycenter.weebly.com 

Contact Info 

Howards Grove PTO   hgpto@yahoo.com 
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News from the Howards Grove PTO 
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Many Howards Grove residents know that the new 
auditorium is located in Howards Grove High School, 
but what you may not know is that this is a community 
facility. The referendum to financially support the 
construction of The Howards Grove Center for the Arts 

was passed in November of 2016, and the building 
celebrated its grand opening this past July. It’s not just 
an awesome addition to the school building; it is a 
community treasure. The Howards Grove Center for the 
Arts is a prime venue, which offers exceptional staging, 
lighting, and acoustics in a 450-seat theater with wheel 
chair accessible seating. It contains a high-tech 
conference room and features an art gallery in the 
lobby area. The facility is available for rentals for a wide 
variety of events including productions, private events, 

church concerts, and community events.  

For more information or to purchase tickets go to 

https://www.hgcenterforthearts.org/ 

Mark your calendars for these exciting 

upcoming events:  

The Queen’s Cartoonists, Thursday, February 28th, 

7:00 p.m., tickets $25 each.   

Ball In The House, Saturday, May 4th, 7:00 p.m., 

tickets $30 each.  

Dare to Dream Theatre, Velveteen Rabbit  

Friday, December 7th, 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 8th, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 9th, 2:00 p.m. 

$8 adult, $5 child 

Middle School Winter Concert 

Wednesday, December 12th, 6:30 p.m. 

High School Sounds of the Season Concert 

Saturday, December 15th, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, December 16th, 4 p.m. $5 

If you are interested in volunteering to help in the 

ticket booth, concession stand, or to serve as an 

usher for events, please contact Shannon Wynveen 

at 920-207-2752 or shannonwynveen@yahoo.com 

and join the Friends of the Arts! 


