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The Mighty Mustangs are Here!!!!! 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the Mighty Mustangs Express for 

the 2018-2019 school year.  This e-newsletter is brought to you by 

the Administrative Team of Memorial as a way to keep you            

informed of the great things taking place at our school.  The staff of 

Memorial continues to work to maintain a productive atmosphere 

with engaging instruction and activities that get our students      

excited about learning.  We are excited about the great things     

taking place at Memorial and look forward to sharing these      

amazing ventures with you.   

Throughout the school year, the staff at Memorial will have          

opportunities for parents, students, and staff to interact in a fun 

and welcoming environment.  Some of the great events that have 

taken place so far are our Back to School Bash and Open House in 

August, 6th Grade Family Night in September, and Coffee with the 

Principal in October.  As you read through our Mighty Mustangs 

Express e-newsletter, you will find more information about          

upcoming Memorial events.  I hope you will join us at our future 

programs.  

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 
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Memorial Junior High 

School Mission 

Memorial Junior High 

School will provide a safe 
and positive learning       

environment that will fos-

ter academic growth, while  
preparing all students to be 

productive citizens. Our 
mission includes highly 

qualified staff who strive to 

develop well- rounded     
students with the 

knowledge, character, and 
self- esteem to be           

successful young adults. 



Meet the Memorial Administrative Team 
 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 

 

Mr. Jon Herron, Dean of Students/Activities Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Brittany Washington, 6th Grade Assistant Principal 

• This is my 8th year in Education  
• I received my Bachelor’s and Master’s from 

GSU (Governors State University) 
• For 6 years, I taught as a 5th-8th Math teacher 

(SS, Science, SEL) 
• Last year I was an instructional Math Coach 
• Most of my teaching has been in the South 

Suburbs but I did teach in CPS for two years  
• In my spare time I love to binge watch tv 

shows and travel  

• In education for 14 years. 
• Graduated from Illinois State University, 

MAE from Olivet Nazarene University 
• Second year at Memorial 
• Taught US History in Homewood for 12 

years. 
• Coached volleyball at the junior high and 

high school level 
• Resided in Lansing for 35 years. 
• Married for 9 years  
• Two daughters: Jenna and Jessa 

• Going into my 18th year in Education. 
• Taught 7th – 8th grade mathematics for 10 years in Carbondale, IL. 
• During my career I was math department chair, coached             

basketball and volleyball, sponsored student council,  PBIS team 
member, and School Improvement team member 

• Bachelors degree from the University of Illinois Urbana-        
Champaign 

• Masters and Doctorate degree from Southern Illinois University   
Carbondale (SIUC) 

• 6th grade Assistant Principal at Memorial for 3 and ½ years. 
• This is my 4th year as Principal of Memorial Junior High. 
• I spend my spare time volunteering in various community service 

projects through my church and sorority (Delta Sigma Theta) 



Meet the Memorial Administrative Team 
(Continued) 

 
Mr. Ryan Nagle                                             

7th Grade Assistant Principal 

 

Mr. Roberto Paredes                                  

8th Grade Assistant Principal   

• Going into my 10th year in Education 
• Graduated from IU (Evans Scholar), received my 

masters from Concordia 
• 2 years as a Special Ed. English & Resource  

teacher @ BBCHS 
• Moved to Chicago to continue Special Ed    

teaching @ LVLHS 
• After 1st year became Athletic Director @ new 

CPS school - Back of the Yards College Prep 
• In my time there I have taught Special Ed Math, 

Physics, Chemistry, Life Skills, Social Studies, 
been Special Education Coordinator/Dept. 
Chair, general U.S. History, soccer coach,        
basketball coach, chess sponsor, Athletic          
Director, and Dean of Students 

• When I’m not at school my wife and I like to    
explore the city with our dog Oscar and spend 
time with family and friends. 

• Going into my 18th year in education  
• 7 Years as a teacher and 11 as an Assistant   

Principal in both Elementary and High School 
settings. 

• Oversaw various departments such as Special 
Education, Bilingual, Discipline, Attendance to 
name a few   

• Received my masters from Chicago State     
University 

• National Board-Certified Teacher  
• I taught Advanced Placement Spanish            

Literature Advanced Placement Spanish   
• I have a daughter who is a nurse and another 

who will be a teacher this coming year. In      
addition; I have an 8 year old son that occupies 
all my time when I am not in school 



 

 

 

 

 

On August 21, 2018 Memorial hosted it’s annual Back to School Bash.  It 

featured raffles, giveaways, face painting, basketball, volleyball, an obstacle 

course, and a dunk tank filled with teachers.  Throughout the evening 

there were about 300 families that took advantage of our back to school 

bash fun.  We were lucky to have many of our staff members in attendance 

to help oversee the event, as well as members from our district office     

including our new Superintendent, Mr. Schilling.  Maybe next year we’ll be 

able to get him to take part in the dunk tank.  I’d like to thank our         

administrative team, especially Mr. Herron and Dr. Ross for organizing 

such a great event. This was a really great way to kick of the start of the    

2018-2019 school year. 

Mr. Ryan Nagle, 7th Grade Assistant Principal 

 

Open House 

For those who may have missed it, here’s a quick recap of  our Open house. I can honestly say we are off  to a wonderful start 

to the 2018/2019 new school year with an outstanding turnout of  parents and guardians. We love having our parents come to 

Memorial Junior High School so they can see some of  the outstanding programs that we have to offer and meet staff         

members. Many staff  members have very exciting “new things” on the horizon and were able to share with the parents.  

Student Schedules  

As the parents walked into Memorial, they received the schedule of  their son/daughter so they could follow it to meet and 

greet the teachers. In addition to this, parents were invited to have a snack in each grade level community.   

Introduction of  new Superintendent and Administrative staff    

Dr. Ross gave a welcoming speech to everyone who was in attendance and introduced her new administrative staff.                

Mr. Nathan Schilling, our new Superintendent, subsequently had an opportunity to introduce himself. Finally, parents had an 

opportunity to listen to our fabulous and amazing band directed by Mr. Matt Becker.    

Scholastic Book Fair  

In our commons area we had Scholastic Book Fair showcasing some of  their books to parents and students.  

Thornton Fractional South 

The ROTC of  TF South was present offering information to students who might want to take part in their program.  

 

We would like to thank everyone who took part in our open house and look forward to a wonderful and productive school year.  

 Mr. Roberto Paredes, 8th Grade Assistant Principal 



 

Walking for a Purpose 

Our annual Walk/Bike to School day took place on Wednesday, October 10th.  Students at Memorial, and at 

schools across the district participated in this event aimed at encouraging our students to stay active and promote 

fitness.  Staff met students at various locations around Lansing and walked to school with students.  At Memorial, 

we also used this event as an opportunity to take a stand against bullying.  Many students created anti-bullying 

posters, while many staff wore shirts that promoted the need to treat others with respect and speaking out against 

bullying.  Prizes were given to students who were creative in developing their posters. Also, students who walked/

biked to school received coupons used to enter their names in a raffle for reward incentives.  I want to thank all of 

our staff and students who participated.  This event was a great success! 

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade Family Night  

On September 26th, the 6th grade team hosted a family night for the students and parents. I discussed 

our new communication tool, Remind, and upcoming activities for the 6th grade students. The Memorial 

Junior High School PTA was present for the event and they extended invitations to the parents and       

students for membership in the PTA. The highlight of the night was the Scavenger Hunt. Families          

explored the building seeking answers to various  

questions about the school. This activity was created 

to allow our new parents and students an opportunity 

to learn more about their new school building.  As a 

6th grade team we will continue to help our students 

and parents acclimate to Memorial   Junior High 

School as we move forward with a successful school 

year.   
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Memorial Junior High School is ecstatic about our new 

teachers this school year. I am honored to introduce the    

following:   

  

Ms. K. McSweeney, 6th Grade English/Language Arts – Ms. McSweeney has been in           

education for 12 years with a focus on grades 3-6. She has a love for writing, nature, and sports.   

Mrs. N. Shackleton, 8th Grade English/Language Arts - Mrs. Shackleton has taught in the 

Lansing community for 14 years. She is an avid reader and can’t wait to share her love of reading with 

the 8th grade.    

Mrs. T. Maddox, 7th Grade Math - Mrs. Maddox has been an educator for the past 10 years.  She 

has a passion for math and wants to make sure that every student has an awesome math experience.    

Mr. B. Griffin, 8th Grade Science – Prior to Mr. Griffin’s 5 years of teaching, he worked as a 

Chemist. He looks forward to providing a meaningful positive academic experience, for all students, as 

they grew to become successful adults.   

Ms. A. Kemp, 8th Grade Special Education - Ms. Kemp is a recent graduate of Eureka College, 

and is looking forward to working closely with the students, staff, and parents at MJHS this year. She is 

excited to grow alongside her 8th grade students and open their eyes to the wonders of science and 

mathematics through the power of their inquiring minds!   

Mr. B. Garland, 6th Grade Special Education - Mr. Garland is a graduate of Saint Xavier   

University and this is his 4th year teaching in the area. He is excited to incorporate technology in the 

classroom.  

 Mrs. M. Dulla, Physical Education/Health – Mrs. Dulla has been teaching for 18 years. She 

enjoys teaching sports, especially badminton and pickle ball.  

Ms. K. Anthony, 7th Special Education - Ms. Anthony has 2 years of experience as a new   

teacher, along with 10 years working with various age groups of students in the South Suburban school 

system. She has a love for learning, dancing, and is passionate about the teaching profession. She is   

eager to spread that love with all of those whom she encounters.  

Again, WELCOME to our new staff members!   

 

Ms. Brittany Washington, 6th Grade Assistant Principal   
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Coffee with the Principal 
 

Our first Coffee with the Principal Session for the new school year was held 

on Wednesday, Oct. 10th.  This program provided an opportunity for parents/

guardians to meet the new Memorial Administrative Team.  The new grade 

level assistant principals provided some insight into their background and 

things in store for their grade level students.  Mr. Herron, our Dean of       

Students and Activities Director, discussed upcoming events and activities 

available to our student body.  I also took this opportunity to talk about our 

school’s mission and programs that will promote academic and social       

emotional growth. Some of the programs discussed include our Throwback Thursday Interventions providing 

basic skill development opportunities for our students; PBIS Cool Tools sessions where students will present 

character building activities to their peers; the Extra Mile after school support program focusing on enrichment 

in the area of Math and Reading; as well as our Lunchtime Academic Support program providing homework 

support for students.  We will have more Coffee with the Principal Sessions throughout the school year and look 

forward to your attendance.  

Dr. Keli N. Ross, Principal 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mustang athletics is off to a great start this year. The softball team made huge progress this year, paving the 

way to a bright future. Baseball had a great season, but their aspirations for state fell short at the regional 

tournament. Cross country just wrapped up with a special congratulations to Julliano Sebastian for qualify-

ing for the state race. Speech team is working hard to prepare for their November 2nd competition. The 

girls’ basketball season is off to a great start, as the 8th graders’ record is 6-0. Lastly, our boys’ basketball 

team just finished try-outs.  They are getting ready for the first game of the season, which will take place on 

October 29.  We are ready for an exciting year of activities and sports for our Mighty Mustangs. 

 

Mr. Jon Herron, Dean/Activities Director 
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Upcoming Events 

Memorial Junior High School                              
2721 Ridge Road                                                              

Lansing, Il. 60438                                                         

Phone: 708-474-2383                                              

Fax:708-474-8463 

• Extra Mile After School Program—Every Tuesday and Thursday,         
3:20 pm—4:20 pm 

• Report Cards Sent Home—Thursday, Oct.  25th 

• Student Council Halloween Dance—Friday, Oct. 26th, 4:00 pm—5:30 pm 

• Parent-Teacher Conferences—Monday, Nov. 5th, 1-4 pm and 5-8 pm 

• No School—Tuesday, Nov. 6th 

• Picture Retake—Thursday, Nov. 8th  

• Progress Reports: Nov. 20th  

• 2 pm Dismissal—Tuesday, Nov. 20th  

• No School—Nov. 21st through Nov. 23rd   

Publications of the Mighty Mustangs Express e-newsletter are           

produced through our PowerSchool parent email listing.  If you have 

not already provided your email address to the school, please do so by 

emailing your information to School Secretary Ms. Sonia Barbosa at     

sbarbosa@d158.net, School Secretary Veronica Herrera at                   

vherrera@d158.net, or School Secretary Ana Navarro at                  

anavarro@d158.net.  You can also call 708-474-2383. 


