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October 26, 2018 

Volume 6, Issue 2 The Mustang Memo 

Important Dates: 

10/26: Student 
Council Halloween 
dance 
10/31: Halloween 
11/5: Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
11/6: School not in 
session 
11/20: 2:00 Dismissal 
11/21: School not in 
session 
11/22: Thanksgiving 
11/23: School not in 
session 
12/5: 2:00 Dismissal 
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Memorial Junior High  

Lansing, IL 

Happy Fall Mustangs! Over 

the course of the 

2018/2019 school year the 

dedicated staff writers of 

The Mustang Memo will be 

providing you with news, 

sports stories and scores, 

movie, book and TV 

reviews, photos and 

interviews for you to read 

Hello, Memorial Readers! 

 

Setting #Goals 
By: Willie Osborn 

 Quarter 2 is now under 

way. Have you given any 

thought on how to 

approach this grading 

period? Here are some 

goal-setting tips to 

consider.  

A way to create goals is to 

look back on what on what 

you could have made 

better, then set a goal 

mentally. Setting goals 

pushes you to do better 

and pay attention to your 

teachers; they want to help 

you reach your goals. If 

you don’t finish your goal 

don’t give up. Always try 

again for the next quarter, 

get back up on your feet 

and try again. During each 

quarter add a goal to 

challenge yourself to go 

further and beyond what 

you thought was possible. 

and learn from. It is my 

hope that you read with an 

open mind and commend 

the staff writers on their 

creativity and willingness to 

share their thoughts with 

others.  

 

The current staff writers 

have been working very 

hard on this edition, we all 

hope you enjoy it! 

 

Stay tuned for the next 

Mustang Memo, it will be 

released just before Winter 

Break begins.  
-Ms. Miller 

 

 

Set challenging goals for 

yourself. Break your goals 

down to smaller specific 

goals to make them 

achievable. Try to develop 

a time to get your goal 

finished. For example, eat 

healthy every day for a 

whole week. Keep setting 

goals even out of school, 

like read for 30 minutes or 

go outside for a jog. Also, 

set little daily goals or 

maybe set a goal for every 

class. It is important to 

share your goals with 

others to keep yourself 

accountable.  

I hope this information 

helps you set more goals in 

your life. What will your 

quarter 2 goal be?  

Submit your goals to Ms. 

Miller to be included in the 

next Mustang Memo.  

 

 
 Drawn By: SP 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences are 

Monday November 

5th. Do not miss the 

opportunity to talk 

with your teachers! 



 

Ms. Dulla: I wanted to 

become an educator because 

of my high school PE teacher, 

Mrs. Meintzer. She made me 

work hard and realize how 

each student learns 

differently. 

Coming from Heritage, the 

students are similar to those I 

have worked with before. 

Adapting to the new school is 

an adventure, as there are 

more students and more staff 

when learning names and 

faces. Sorry if I haven't 

learned your name/face just 

yet, it's a work in progress. 

My goal is for my students to 

keep striving for that finish 

line. It may seem far away, 

but every day you're taking 

steps to get closer. 
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Here are a few tips on how 

to stay safe while you are 

enjoying this Halloween. The 

most important rule to 

trick-or-treating is to get 

lots of candy and have fun! 

Here are 7 important rules 

that you should follow to 

help you stay safe at the 

same time. 

 1. Always stay near or with 

an adult. 

2. Never wander out of 

sight in a crowd. 

3. If you are with a group, 

then stay with the group. 

4. Never take a short cut 

through unfamiliar yards or 

Have a Safe Halloween! 

By: Hannah Fowler 

 streets. 

5. Don’t go to strangers' 

houses for candy without 

supervision 

6. Never go into other 

people's houses even if 

everyone else is going. 

7. Tell your adult supervision 

where you are going and 

bring a cell phone.  
 

Now those rules were just 

about trick-or-tricking, but 

once you have gotten home 

and looked at all your candy, 

don’t eat it just yet. You 

might think it’s all good and 

tasty, and you want to eat it 

New Memorial Staff Members 

By: Staff 

Last edition the new 

Memorial staff members 

were introduced to all the 

Mustang Memo readers. 

Over the next couple of 

months the Mustang Memo 

will focus on learning about 

a couple of the new staff 

members at MJHS. This 

month we will focus on Mr. 

Garland, Ms. Shackleton and 

Ms. Dulla. Don’t worry, 

everyone else, your time in 

the spotlight will come soon 

enough!  

 

The new staff members 

were asked the following 

questions: Why did you 

become and educator? How 

has it been adapting to a 

new school and new 

students? What goals do 

you have for your students? 

Mr. Garland: I was always 

torn between the nonprofit 

work I was doing and the 

mathematics I was studying. 

 I really had a passion for 

both.  Then I spent the 2011 

school year in a self-

contained kindergarten 

classroom as an aide.  I 

knew instantly that I wanted 

to be an educator. 

 Memorial has such 

incredible students and 

staff.  They’ve made the 

transition pretty easy. 

Middle school comes with 

so much more 

independence and 

responsibility.  I want to see 

my 6th graders thrive in the 

middle school.  My goals are 

for my students to become 

more confident, self-aware, 

independent and 

responsible. 

Ms. Shackleton: I always 

wanted to be a teacher 

because I loved school. I 

always got good grades and 

enjoyed my teachers. So far, 

adapting to the new school 

has been great. The staff has 

been extremely helpful 

throughout the process. I 

also have enjoyed getting to 

know all my new students 

and working with an older 

group of students. My main 

goal for all my students is to 

work hard to improve their 
reading levels, whether they 

are below, at, or above the 

8th grade level.  I have 

always loved reading and 

hope that my students would 

take on that love as well. I 

want them all to be ready to 

move on to high school in 

the fall.  

all right away, but you have to 

look at its first. The final rule 

to trick-or-treating is to always 

check your candy to see if it is 

old, moldy, or open. You don’t 

want to end up getting sick. 

Keep these helpful tips in mind 

when you go trick-or-treating 

this Halloween! 

 

 

COSTUME CONTEST! 
Submit a picture of your school-
appropriate Halloween costume 
to the Mustang Memo. The best 

costume will win a prize. Submit 
a picture to the Edmodo page: 

K8FG27 and include your home 
base teacher’s name.  



 

 
   
 
                 

             
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

               
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
      
    
    

 

Bonjour Mustang Readers! 
Today you will read about the 
newest movies, awesome 
costumes and fun events 
happening this Halloween 
season. Today, Friday October 
26, from 4:00-5:30 Memorial’s 
Student Council is having an 
awesomely spectacular 
Halloween dance! If you wear 
a school appropriate costume 
it will cost $1.00 to enter. If 
you do not wear a costume it 
will cost you $2.00. You also 
need to bring your ID. You can 
buy food for only $1 once you 
arrive. If you need costume 
ideas for Halloween, you are 
in luck! You can be a minion 
with your friends, you can be 
the Incredibles with your 
family or you can be a bad 
cop and good cop with a 
friend. If you can't go out to 
trick or treat at least watch 
some scary movies with your 

Halloween Happenings 

By: Azuri Akbar 
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friends or family. You can 
watch Halloween, Nun, A 
Quiet Place, Slender Man, or 
Insidious: The Last Key. If 
scary movies aren’t your 
thing, some comedy movies 
might be better. Some good 
comedies to watch in place 
of Trick-or-treating is 
Deadpool 2, 
Crazy Rich Asians, 
Night School, Ant-Man and 
the Wasp and Mamma Mia 
2.  Any of these movie 
suggestions or costume ideas 
will be sure to help you have 
a great Halloween. The 
Mustang Memo staff writers 
are excited to have you join 
us at the Student Council 
Halloween dance! We can’t 
wait to see your crazy 
costumes.  

 

Unity Day 

By: Staff 
 

Mustang Message: 

Congrats to the boys 

basketball and girls 

cheerleading teams! We 

can’t wait to see what 

you’ve got  

National Unity Day took place 
on October 24, 2018 in 
schools all around the country. 
The purpose of this day is to 
show that the nation stands 
together against bullying. 
Memorial staff and students 
took showed their support by 
wearing orange, creating 

positivity chains and signing a 
pledge to treat everyone 
kindly and with respect. While 
the official Unity Day was a 
couple of days ago, MJHS 
staff and students should 
always promise to unite 
against bullies and to stand 
up for inclusiveness.  

 

 
Memorial Students on Walk to School Day 



 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The week of October 22-26 

was Red Ribbon Week. Red 

Ribbon Week is all about 

promoting a safe lifestyle by 

being drug free. Students 

wore their favorite sports 

attire, neon clothing, orange t-

shirts, crazy hair and hats and 

their Mustang spirit wear to 

show their support of Red 

Ribbon Week. Early in the 

week students showed their 

support for all to see by 

creating a drug free message 

with sidewalk chalk to be 

displayed outside of the 

school.  

 

Red Ribbon Week 
By: Staff 

No, we aren’t meaning an 
encore at the end of a show. 
For the people who don’t 
know what a Memorial encore 
is, it is a special class or an 
extra class at the end, during 
or in the beginning of the 
school day.  
There are eleven encore 
classes a Memorial student 
can take from sixth to eighth 
grade. Sometimes a student 
can pick which class they take, 
like Spanish, other times this 
class is chosen for the student. 
Here’s a word from the 
encore teachers to learn more 
about the teachers themselves 
and what each teacher likes 
to teach in their classes.  
Ms Schab (STEM): I started as 
a math teacher, then was 
asked if I would teach STEM. I 
said yes, because I like 
teaching about problem 
solving and thinking skills. My 
favorite thing to teach is 
robotics.  
Mrs. Vance (RTI Reading): I 
wanted to be an RTI teacher 

Deserving of an Encore 

By: Payton Veldhuizen 

 to help my students learn to 
read, so they can later get jobs 
to support themselves. My 
favorite thing to teach is about 
classic novels.  
Mr. Contreras (RTI Math): I was 
a student at Memorial a very 
long time ago, and I always 
have liked math. I like to teach 
fractions because we can use 
materials like the SmartBoard, 
dominos and white boards with 
markers.  
Mr. Becker (Band): MJHS has 
always had an amazing band 
program, and I was lucky 
enough to become its band 
director. My favorite thing is 
teaching my student musicians 
how to reach levels of success 
that others do not believe 
middle-schoolers can reach.  
Mrs. Martinez (Art): I love 
working with the kids and 
teaching them about art. I love 
teaching clay because it’s the 
most fun.  
Mrs. Alexa (Character 
Education): This class was 
started by a former principal 

who then asked me to teach 
it. I like the fact that I get to 
teach about real life 
challenges and dilemmas. I 
also like teaching about 
people who display amazing 
character traits.  
Mrs. Newton (Technology): I 
grew up in Lansing, and I 
have a computer science 
background. I thought that a 
technology class would be 
awesome for the kids here. 
My favorite thing to teach is 

  

 

The Memorial Mustang has 

struck again! We need your 

help to find him. The picture 

above is of where the 

Missing Mustang 

By: Javier Atunez, Ramiro Arellano-Gutierrez 

 Mustang was last spotted. Be 

the first to correctly identify 

its hiding place to win a prize. 

See Ms. Miller in room 701 to 

see if your guess is right. 

Only the first student to 

identify the Mustang’s most 

recent location will win. 

Good luck! 
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coding and computer 
programming.  
Next edition the Mustang 
Memo will focus on the 
remaining Encore teachers. If 
you would like to nominate a 
teacher to be interviewed, see 
Ms. Miller in room 701.  


