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1     Caption: Vonetta Flowers (left) and Jill Bakken power up in the push zone for their 80-mile-an-hour 
ride down the Winter Olympic bobsledding track. Bakken, the driver, and Flowers, the brakeman, won the 
first gold medal presented in Olympic women's bobsledding Feb. 19, 2002.  
  
2     The United States won big at the 2002 Winter Olympics. That year, athletes from the United States 
won thirty-four medals including ten golds. This was way more than the U.S. had won before, and it put 
the U.S. among the big winners of the 2002 games. 
  
3     There was plenty of tough competition. Seventy-seven nations competed in the 2002 games held in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. So why did the United States win so big this time? 
  
4     Some people said it was due to the new events added to the Olympic lineup. Several new "extreme" 
sports had been added to the Olympics in the 1990s, including short track speed skating, snowboarding, 
and freestyle skiing. An old sledding event known as skeleton was reintroduced. There were also two new 
women's events - ice hockey, which was added in the previous Winter Olympics, and bobsledding, which 
was new in 2002. The United States won lots of medals in these newer competitions. 
  
5     Extreme sports were once viewed by many as showing off, as too dangerous, or even as fake sports, 
but that viewpoint had changed in recent Winter Olympics. By 2002, extreme sports were viewed as a 
great way to attract more athletes and a young audience. Extreme sports athletes were some of the stars 
of the 2002 Winter Olympics. 
  
6     In short track speed skating, skaters raced around an oval track about the size of a hockey rink. It is a 
fast and exciting race to watch. The 2002 Olympics introduced a short track skating star, Apolo Anton 
Ohno. Although Ohno finished in second place, he won the gold medal after the first place finisher was 
disqualified. 
  
7     Snowboarding events included the halfpipe and the giant slalom. Halfpipe contestants wowed 
audiences as they performed tricks like McTwists and method airs. Skateboarders and surfers, as well as 
other winter sports athletes, could appreciate the skills that they displayed. The U.S. won gold and silver 
medals in the men's halfpipe and gold in the women's halfpipe. Giant slalom competitors raced downhill 
as they dodged around gates. Giant slalom racers from the U.S. won bronze medals. 
  
8     Freestyle skiing events included moguls and aerials. Moguls were events on skiing trails that were full 
of bumps. Aerial skiers launched themselves from ski jumps for big air. The U.S. won silver medals in 
men's and women's moguls and also won silver medals in men's and women's aerials. Skier Shannon 
Bahrke impressed the judges and the crowd with good height on her two helicopter maneuvers. 
  
9     Skeleton was reintroduced in 2002. Competitors in the skeleton event rode a one-person sled face 
down and head first. U.S. men won a gold medal, and U.S. women won a gold and a silver medal in 
skeleton. 
  



10     Women's ice hockey was in the Winter Olympics for only the second time, but the U.S. team was 
ready for success. They won the silver medal. 
  
11     Women's bobsled was new to the Olympics in 2002. Jill Bakken and Vonetta Flowers of the U.S. 
were ready for that challenge. They won gold medals in the two-woman bobsled event. 
  
12     All in all, 2002 was a very successful year for winter sports athletes from the United States. One main 
cause of that success may have been the new winter sports. Extreme sports, skeleton, and new women's 
sports attracted new competitors and new fans. They may have been just the boost the U.S. needed. 
  
13     The new lineup of Olympic events made the 2002 Winter Olympics exciting to watch. It also helped 
to make the 2002 Winter Olympics a winning year for skaters, skiers, and snowboarders from the United 
States. 
 

 

1.  The addition of _____ to the lineup of 
events helped the U.S. win gold medals 
at the 2002 Winter Olympics. 

  Bobsledding 

  Skiing 

  Extreme sports 

  Snow and ice 

 

 

2.  ____ countries participated in the 2002 
Olympics. 

  Seventy-seven 

  Ten 

  Thirty-four 

  Two thousand two 

 

 

3.  _____ was a new event in the 2002 
Olympics. 

  Women's bobsledding 

  Freestyle skiing 

  Skeleton 

  Snowboarding 

 

 

4.  Apolo Anton Ohno was a _____. 
  Snowboarder 

  Skateboarder 

  Speed skater 

  Bobsledder 

 

 

5.  Shannon Bahrke was a _____. 
  Sledder 

  Speed skater 

  Snowboarder 

  Freestyle skier 

 

 

6.  In the skeleton event, athletes race 
on _____. 

  Snowboards 

  Skates 

  Sleds 

  Halfpipes 

 



 

7.  Ice hockey was first played in the 
Olympics in 2002. 

  False 

  True 

 

 

8.  The U.S. won _____ medals in the 
2002 Olympics. 

  Gold 

  Silver 

  Bronze 

  All of the above 

 

 
 

recent power extreme skateboarders although 

aerials method zone event brakeman 

wowed aerial launched halfpipe events 

showing freestyle    

 
Directions:  Fill in each blank with the word that best completes the reading comprehension. 
 
 Caption: Vonetta Flowers (left) and Jill Bakken (1)  _______________________   up in the push (2) 

_______________________   for their 80-mile-an-hour ride down the Winter Olympic bobsledding track. 

Bakken, the driver, and Flowers, the (3)  _______________________  , won the first gold medal 

presented in Olympic women's bobsledding Feb. 19, 2002.  

 

     The United States won big at the 2002 Winter Olympics. That year, athletes from the United States 

won thirty-four medals including ten golds. This was way more than the U.S. had won before, and it put 

the U.S. among the big winners of the 2002 games. 

 

     There was plenty of tough competition. Seventy-seven nations competed in the 2002 games held in 

Salt Lake City, Utah. So why did the United States win so big this time? 

 

     Some people said it was due to the new events added to the Olympic lineup. Several new "extreme" 

sports had been added to the Olympics in the 1990s, including short track speed skating, snowboarding, 

and freestyle skiing. An old sledding event known as skeleton was reintroduced. There were also two new 

women's events - ice hockey, which was added in the previous Winter Olympics, and bobsledding, which 

was new in 2002. The United States won lots of medals in these newer competitions. 

 



 

     (4)  _______________________   sports were once viewed by many as (5) 

_______________________   off, as too dangerous, or even as fake sports, but that viewpoint had 

changed in (6)  _______________________   Winter Olympics. By 2002, extreme sports were viewed as 

a great way to attract more athletes and a young audience. Extreme sports athletes were some of the 

stars of the 2002 Winter Olympics. 

 

     In short track speed skating, skaters raced around an oval track about the size of a hockey rink. It is a 

fast and exciting race to watch. The 2002 Olympics introduced a short track skating star, Apolo Anton 

Ohno. (7)  _______________________   Ohno finished in second place, he won the gold medal after the 

first place finisher was disqualified. 

 

     Snowboarding events included the halfpipe and the giant slalom. (8)  _______________________ 

contestants (9)  _______________________   audiences as they performed tricks like McTwists and (10) 

_______________________   airs. (11)  _______________________   and surfers, as well as other 

winter sports athletes, could appreciate the skills that they displayed. The U.S. won gold and silver 

medals in the men's halfpipe and gold in the women's halfpipe. Giant slalom competitors raced downhill 

as they dodged around gates. Giant slalom racers from the U.S. won bronze medals. 

 

     (12)  _______________________   skiing (13)  _______________________   included moguls and 

aerials. Moguls were events on skiing trails that were full of bumps.(14)  _______________________ 

skiers (15)  _______________________   themselves from ski jumps for big air. The U.S. won silver 

medals in men's and women's moguls and also won silver medals in men's and women's (16) 

_______________________  . Skier Shannon Bahrke impressed the judges and the crowd with good 

height on her two helicopter maneuvers. 

 

     Skeleton was reintroduced in 2002. Competitors in the skeleton event rode a one-person sled face 

down and head first. U.S. men won a gold medal, and U.S. women won a gold and a silver medal in 

skeleton. 

 

     Women's ice hockey was in the Winter Olympics for only the second time, but the U.S. team was 

ready for success. They won the silver medal. 

 

     Women's bobsled was new to the Olympics in 2002. Jill Bakken and Vonetta Flowers of the U.S. were 

ready for that challenge. They won gold medals in the two-woman bobsled (17) 

_______________________  . 



 

 

     All in all, 2002 was a very successful year for winter sports athletes from the United States. One main 

cause of that success may have been the new winter sports. Extreme sports, skeleton, and new women's 

sports attracted new competitors and new fans. They may have been just the boost the U.S. needed. 

 

     The new lineup of Olympic events made the 2002 Winter Olympics exciting to watch. It also helped to 
make the 2002 Winter Olympics a winning year for skaters, skiers, and snowboarders from the United 
States.  
 
Essay: 
 
If you had a chance to attend the Winter Olympics as a spectator, which events would you most want to 
watch? Tell why you chose those events. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you had a chance to learn a new winter sport, which sport would you like to learn? Tell why you chose 
that sport. 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 






