
 

2000 Summer Olympics  
By Sharon Fabian 

 
1     Caption: Fireworks over the Sydney Harbour Bridge during closing ceremonies of the Olympics 
Games in Sydney, Australia, 2000.  
  
2     Like vacations and picnics, the Olympics are summer events people look forward to arriving. As 
the summer of 2000 approached, people looked forward to watching the Olympics on TV. Kids took 
an interest in Olympic sports and signed up for similar activities. And suddenly people everywhere 
were interested in everything Australian. 
  
3     That is because in the year 2000, the Summer Olympics were held in Sydney, Australia. 
Sydney had competed against major cities in other countries of the world to win the right to host the 
Olympics. It was selected in 1993 to host the 2000 Games. 
  
4     Hosting an Olympic competition is always a major undertaking. The 2000 Summer Olympics, 
also known as the Millennium Games, were no exception. Sydney, in New South Wales, Australia, 
had to get ready for the arrival of Olympic teams from 199 countries. Altogether, 10,651 athletes 
would compete, including 6,582 men and 4,069 women. 
  
5     As with past Olympics in other cities, the 2000 Summer Olympics began with an opening 
ceremony. A grand spectacle portraying a traditional livestock roundup in the Australian Outback 
was presented. It was said to represent the coming together of people from all over the world for 
the Olympic Games. 
  
6     The three cute new Olympic mascots also made an appearance. There was Olly, a kookaburra, 
Syd, a platypus, and Millie, an echidna. 
  
7     The parade of athletes into the stadium and the arrival of the Olympic torch were, as always, 
highlights of the ceremony. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of women's participation in the 
Olympic Games, a delegation of women athletes brought the torch to its final destination. Then 
Cathy Freeman, an Australian track star, lit the Olympic cauldron. 
  
8     It was time for the Games to begin. There would be twenty-eight sports altogether with a total of 
three hundred events. 
  
9     Swimming, diving, track, and gymnastics were popular events, as always, for those watching 
the Olympics on television. There were many other interesting sports as well. There was rowing, 
wrestling, soccer, table tennis, taekwondo, weightlifting, archery, judo, sailing, and more. 
  
10     A few of the events, including soccer and softball, were team sports. Most were individual 
competitions. Some, like table tennis and badminton, had both singles and doubles events. Some 
sports were divided into weight classes. For example, men's judo had seven classes, ranging from 
extra-lightweight through half-middleweight to heavyweight. In other sports, the athletes were 
chosen to compete in one or more specific activities. In diving, for instance, there were 
competitions in the three-meter springboard, the ten-meter platform, synchronized springboard, and 



synchronized platform. 
  
11     Some athletes stood out as stars in their fields. The U.S. softball team was one of the 
standouts. They came back after being defeated by three countries to beat each of the three on 
their second attempt. Ian Thorp, a teenage Australian swimmer, broke his own world record. Birgit 
Fischer of Germany won gold medals in kayaking twenty years after winning her first Olympic 
medal. Steven Redgrave, from Great Britain, became the first rower to win gold medals in five 
consecutive Olympics. 
  
12     The United States, Russia, China, and Australia led the countries in total numbers of medals 
won, but there were many winners. Athletes from all over the world went home with memories of an 
unforgettable summer, and people everywhere developed a renewed interest in old favorite sports. 

 
 

 

1.  The 2000 Summer Olympics were held in 
_____. 

  Australia 

  The United States 

  Great Britain 

  Germany 

 

 

2.  The sentence "Sydney had competed 
against major cities in other countries of 
the world to win the right to host the 
Olympics" tells us that _____. 

  Sydney was not a good location 
for the Olympics 

  Sydney was the best location for 
the Olympics 

  More than one city wanted to host 
the Olympics in 2000 

  Athletes from Sydney were the 
best in the world 

 

 

3.  Olly, Syd, and Millie were _____. 
  Divers 

  Triathletes 

  Mascots 

  Swimmers 

 

 

4.  Birgit Fischer was a _____. 
  Kayaker for at least twenty years 

  One time winner 

  Swimmer 

  Winner of five consecutive gold 
medals 

 



 

5.  There were _____ different sports in 
the 2000 Olympics. 

  2,000 

  28 

  199 

  300 

 

 

6.  According to the information in this 
article, you can tell that basketball is 
not a summer Olympic sport. 

  False 

  True 

 

 

7.  Australia, the host country, was 
also one of the countries who won 
the largest number of medals in the 
2000 Olympics. 

  False 

  True 

 

 

8.  Use a dictionary if you need to. The 
mascot Millie was a _____. 

  Giant spider 

  Spiny anteater 

  Wooly mammoth 

  Pacific manatee 

 

 
 

spectacle final altogether delegation half-middleweight 

springboard archery rower kookaburra presented 

rowing badminton roundup taekwondo platypus 

represent     

 
Directions:  Fill in each blank with the word that best completes the reading comprehension. 
 
 Caption: Fireworks over the Sydney Harbour Bridge during closing ceremonies of the Olympics Games in 

Sydney, Australia, 2000.  

 

     Like vacations and picnics, the Olympics are summer events people look forward to arriving. As the 

summer of 2000 approached, people looked forward to watching the Olympics on TV. Kids took an 

interest in Olympic sports and signed up for similar activities. And suddenly people everywhere were 

interested in everything Australian. 

 

 

 



 

 

     That is because in the year 2000, the Summer Olympics were held in Sydney, Australia. Sydney had 

competed against major cities in other countries of the world to win the right to host the Olympics. It was 

selected in 1993 to host the 2000 Games. 

 

     Hosting an Olympic competition is always a major undertaking. The 2000 Summer Olympics, also 

known as the Millennium Games, were no exception. Sydney, in New South Wales, Australia, had to get 

ready for the arrival of Olympic teams from 199 countries.(1)  _______________________  , 10,651 

athletes would compete, including 6,582 men and 4,069 women. 

 

     As with past Olympics in other cities, the 2000 Summer Olympics began with an opening ceremony. A 

grand (2)  _______________________   portraying a traditional livestock (3) 

_______________________   in the Australian Outback was (4)  _______________________  . It was 

said to (5)  _______________________   the coming together of people from all over the world for the 

Olympic Games. 

 

     The three cute new Olympic mascots also made an appearance. There was Olly, a (6) 

_______________________  , Syd, a (7)  _______________________  , and Millie, an echidna. 

     The parade of athletes into the stadium and the arrival of the Olympic torch were, as always, highlights 

of the ceremony. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of women's participation in the Olympic Games, a 

(8)  _______________________   of women athletes brought the torch to its (9) 

_______________________   destination. Then Cathy Freeman, an Australian track star, lit the Olympic 

cauldron. 

     It was time for the Games to begin. There would be twenty-eight sports altogether with a total of three 

hundred events. 

 

     Swimming, diving, track, and gymnastics were popular events, as always, for those watching the 

Olympics on television. There were many other interesting sports as well. There was (10) 

_______________________  , wrestling, soccer, table tennis, (11)  _______________________  , 

weightlifting, (12)  _______________________  , judo, sailing, and more. 

 

     A few of the events, including soccer and softball, were team sports. Most were individual 

competitions. Some, like table tennis and (13)  _______________________  , had both singles and 

doubles events. Some sports were divided into weight classes. For example, men's judo had seven 



classes, ranging from extra-lightweight through (14)  _______________________   to heavyweight. In 

other sports, the athletes were chosen to compete in one or more specific activities. In diving, for  

 

instance, there were competitions in the three-meter springboard, the ten-meter platform, synchronized 

(15)  _______________________  , and synchronized platform. 

 

     Some athletes stood out as stars in their fields. The U.S. softball team was one of the standouts. They 

came back after being defeated by three countries to beat each of the three on their second attempt. Ian 

Thorp, a teenage Australian swimmer, broke his own world record. Birgit Fischer of Germany won gold 

medals in kayaking twenty years after winning her first Olympic medal. Steven Redgrave, from Great 

Britain, became the first (16)  _______________________   to win gold medals in five consecutive 

Olympics. 

 

     The United States, Russia, China, and Australia led the countries in total numbers of medals won, but 
there were many winners. Athletes from all over the world went home with memories of an unforgettable 
summer, and people everywhere developed a renewed interest in old favorite sports.  
 
 
Essay: 
 
Suppose that you were organizing an Olympic-style summer competition for you and your friends. What 
contests would you include? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The Olympics can be seen as a goodwill event that helps to promote tolerance among nations of the 
world. In what ways do you think the Olympic Games might help to bring people from all parts of the world 
closer together? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 






